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Around the World '

.~ arthis made up of many different
'r | ecosystems, An ecosystem is a special
- community of plants and animals that
depend on each other. Below are examples of
some of Earth’s main ecaosystems.

! This ecosysiem, near Carh's aoles, iz
always cold, Chly animals that have sdapted, such
as these King Penguins in Antarctica, can sunvive
this icy environment.

Fourd en kigh mountains and hea -
Carth's po.ar regions, this cold ecosysten has
cnlby wery snart summers, Animzls suca &5 the
Caribou live i this harsh regicn,

This dry ecosystem semetimes,
goes for years withoJt rainfall Arimals such as
thi= Woma Pythan near Aye-s Bock in Austrada
sUve with very Fitle water

LR PRV The rocky landscape of tis
BrDsyslem s very challenging. Special aooves
Felp anirmals such as these Thes in Lhiz Lalian Alps
ricve guickly over Lhe sleep slopes.

“ress make up this ecosvezzm,
Foresﬂs n=ar the Fouator called rain forests, hawe
rmary calorul birds, such as this Scarlet Macaw in
the Amazon River Bagin,

| " Grasses, tall and shors, make
Lp th1s e*ocystem Elephants, siicn as these 1n
Keriya's Masai Mara Feserve, 2re found in regions
cf tal. tropical grasses called savara,

- Trls ecosystern, which includes .o
swamps and ma-shes, is coverec with water at I ~ —— .
least part of each year. It is home to many animals. - -
inzluding this family of Roe Deer. rﬂ& et A s

Colorfu| 2k swim through
ALl straha s Creat Barrisr Seef. This 2cosystern
1s made up of millors of skaletons of ting sea
creat.ures, such as these Stony Corals.
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DESPITE THEIR
IMPRESSIVE SIZE,

GRIZZLIES
ARE QUITE FAST
AND HAVE
BEEN CLOCKED AT

30 Mies

(48 KILOMETERS)
AN HOUR.

N orth America is 9,449,000 square miles (24,474,000
square kilometers) in area. It is the third largest
continent and makes up almast 17 percent of Earth’s land
area. It stretches from ice caps and tundra in the north

to tropical forests in the south with grasslands, wetlands,
mountains, and deserts in between. These ecosystems
are home to many animals, including this Grizzly Bear
trying to catch a salmon in a river in Alaska.
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A Look at an Ecosystem

(310,799 square kilometersHnthe
United States and northwastern HE)('IED . i 1s the
hottest North American desert, hut_;sasonal. rains
'support a wide variety of plant and animal life.

UMITED STATES

PACIFIC
OCEAN
k1 Axpeles

o sdlomeiers

WESTERN
DIAMONDBACK
RATTLESNAKE
The Western
Diamondback is.
the largest rat-
tler living in the
Sonoran Desert.
Its venom can be

.i'mirpal, at risk

12 NOB HAMERLICA

GILA

WOODPECKER
This bird aften
nests.m a ha{e

Saguaro cactus.

BANDED GILA
MONSTER
This desert rep-

t'inlo poiso nous
lizards found in
North America.



TURKEY
VULTURE
These birds, with
ahﬂngspanofs WHEN FLOWERS ARE IN

! BLOOM IN THE SONORAN

DESERT, BEES &
~BIRDS roumame

animals. THEM DURING THE DAY.
arvicir, BATS
| | TAKE OVER THE 108.
|

—

‘and great speed
protect this
endangered anl-
mal from desert
predators such
a5 wolves

GREATER
ROADRUNNER
sert bird
rarely flies, but
can run as fast

kilometers) an

NORIHAMERCA 13
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THE AMERICAN BISOM IS
S0 WELL INSULATED BY ITS
THICK SHAGGY COAT

st SNOW

‘CAN SETTLE ON ITS BACK

WITHOUT
MELTING.




{5 A bison calf stays
close to fts mother.
Calves walgh 30 fo 70
pounds (14 to 32
kitograms) at Birth,

5 snow clings to a
bison’s face in Yellow-
stone National Park.
The animal’s shagay
hair protects it from
the bitter cold

of winter.

SURVIVAL

FACTS AT A GLANCE
HABITA

LIFESPAN

= Despite their huge size, bison can change
directions quickiy and run at speeds up fo 35
miles (56 kilomaters) an houor.

NORTH AMESIZA 15



outh America is 6,880,000 square miles (17,819,000 square
kilometers) in area. It is the fourth largest continent and
makes up 12 percent of Earth’s land area. Tropical rain
forests in the north are drained by the mighty Amazon River.
Snow-capped mountains form a western spine. And winds
sweep across southern plateaus. These ecosystems are
home to many animals, including this South American
Yellow-footed Tortoise that eats flowers, fruits, and insects
in tropical forests.
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TORTOISES

HAVE LIVED ON EARTH

FOR ABOUT

230 MILLION
. YEARS,

SINCE THE BEGINNING
OF THE AGE OF

[HE DINDSAURS.
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SOUTH
AMERICA

DESERT
MOUNTAIN - i

FOREST i«

- Giant
GRASSLAND eaters y ; Anteater

South
American
Tapir

WETLAND

Poisan Dart Frog

i B - " | h . | _ I B e 1 i B B BT E R EEED !

18 50U - AMERICA



\NORTH__
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Red dot indicates
‘an animal at risk.

H Yellow-footed
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A Look at an Ecosystem

forest, The rainforest coversidnarea almost the s12e

The Amazon River basin frclufles arth/sdargestr
of the 48 cnnthuor.lsl.lniled States Cuttlng down

AMERICA/
1,000 niles

1,000 kilameaters

Cmrrqent Lswe-
Ap tn e feet (R ).

20 S0OUIH AMzBCA



 THREE-TOED
| SLOTH
~ These sloths live

SOUTE AMEALCA 21



POISON DART FROGS

(! Poison dart frogs
display a wide range of
cofors and markings,
witich may be a signal to
predators to stay away.

SURVIVAL

- ;

¥ Tadpoles develop inside
a Jelly-like mass af frog
eggs on a leaf. After the
tadpoles hatch, they mature
into frogs.

22 S0UUIH AMERICA

HABITAT

DIET

FACTS AT A GLANCE
H

LIFESPAN

* | Golden paison dart frogs range i
color from bright vellow to pale green.
Sclentists are exploring ways to use the
venont of these frogs to createa
powerful painkiller.




THE SKIN OF A GOLDEN

POISON DART FROG
CONTAINS ENOUGH

TOXINS 0w

UPTO 20 PEOPLE.




EUROPE

urope is 3,841,000 square miles (9,947,000 square

kilometers) in area. It makes up almost 7 percent
of Earth’s land area. Only the continent of Australia is
smaller. Europe is made up of many islands and peninsu-
las as well as broad plains and rugged mountains. These
features provide the continent with diverse ecosystems.
Among the many animals that call Europe home is this
Eagle Owl, here soaring on silent wings at dusk,




EAGLE OWLS EAT

arosT ANYTHING

THEY CAN CATCH.
THEY HAVE BEEN KNOWN
TO EAT FOXES, DUCKS,
CRAES, SHAKES, AND

EVEN OTHER
OWLS.

25



EUROPE ™
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i

Chamois

Arctic
Fox

TUNDRA . o«

DESERT /. ssig

0
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27 B e A Look at an Ecosystem

' THE ALPS

-

Europe. The rug8ied terrain creates n3
ecosystems, ranging froth snowyyaeak
and low valleys. ™ i

Yentral Eutgpg eastern Fagnce into eastern

- - e
40 miles THE ALPS HAVE

i MORE.THAN/ =
30,000

i ANIMAL SPECIES AND
Barairl. ¥/ 13,000 rianTspPEC
el MAKING IT A BIODIVERSITY
HOTSPOT.

B0 e, 15000 ) —

Aipnezone
“inza)

g feel { s metes)

Sulrali e dunel
Brable zan,

230w e

orwd el omne
fainde: At o

Animal at risk
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OTTERS ARE

very PLAY FUL.

PLAY “TAG”

SLIDE DOWN MUD BANKS,
OR SLIF AND SLIDE IN THE

SNOW.




> Dtters, with their
webbed feet, are excellent
swimmers and spend a lot
of time in watar.

L L Otters have thick fur
that makes them well-
adapted to cold winters.
They even seem fo enjoy
playing in the snow.

EURASIAN OTTERS

4y These young otters apgear curious about
their envirenment. When otters are about ten
weeks old, they venture ourt of the nest.

FACTS AT A GLANCE

EUROPE

EURCR=

31




(ANTMAL BITESY
“—

TIGERS CAN EAT

40 POUNDS
(18 KILOGRAMS)
IN A SINGLE SITTING.
AFTER A BIG MEAL,
THEY CAN GO UP TOQ

ONE WEEK

WITHOUT EATING.

L

3

Siais 17,208,000 square miles (44,570,000 square

kilometers) in area. It is the largest of all the continents
and makes up 30 percent of Earth’s land area. Asia stretches '
all'the way-from the icy shores of the Arctic Ocean to the f
waters of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. [ts many ecosys- ’1.?
tems range from mountains to tropical forests and deserts,
with an equally broad range of animals living there, including
the majestic but' endangered Bengal Tiger.
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Where Animals Live in

ASIA

A

TUNDRA Caribou

EURGPE

Bactrian
Camel ',

DESERT Bactrian Camels

MOUNTAIN Yzks
Fishing .'.
Cat

FOREST Giant Pandas

Arabian

Sea
GRASSLAND et
Greater One-horned Asian  panda
Rhinoceros .
f
L 4
H‘H"‘HRH .
T
WETLAND  rishing Cat
INDIAN

Greater
One-horned
Asian
Rhinoceros

34 ASLA
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e Red dot indicates
"8 an animal at risk.
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A Look at an Ecosystem

Aur*

‘JJ:;::)

wetland has forrned where fhe rw-ers enterthe Bay
of Bepgal. The seasonal. rains of the summer mansoon

CHITAL
often cause serious flaoding in the delta *

This deer is
common in

a SComiles : / forests of India.
A ST A 7 lometers RSN 5 Wit f It has three-

WILD BOAR
d antl
These wild pigs FIONGRE Shvsts

aput N\ s G i | that are shed
X : ' live in forested ’ / each year.

areas. They are
a main food
source for tigers

\ I;f e ’\ ! and leopards.
; .

o ' 3“ B

s

a...u..m;_. 15

Bay af
Bergal
s : . | MUGGER

\ CROCODILE

¢~ MONSOON ARRIVALS IN o A clear, third
THE GANGES DELTA AND SOUTH ASIA : . BT
eyelid allows

(Gl il these large
3 . g crocodiles to
ANIMAL BITES | ok theie eyes
THE GAMNGES DELTA Dp?n W'-hll-e d
1S SHAPED LTKE A Aot

TRIANGLE. | M

THE MIDDLE OF THE DELTA
IS MADE UP OF SWAMPS,
FORESTS, SMALLISLANDS.

AND CREEKS:

Animal at risk
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OLIVE RIDLEY
TURTLE

This small sea
turtle gets its
name from

the color of its
heart-shaped

shell, called a
carapace.

BLACK-CROWNED
NIGHT HERON
This bird has

a black cap,
yellow legs, and
red eyes. It has a
shorter bill than
other herons.

GANGES RIVER
DOLPHIN

This animal’s
eyes have no
lenses, so it is
blind. It is endan-
gered because

BLUE-EARED
KINGFISHER
This small bird,
with bright blue
feathers, catches
fish in pools and
streams in the
tropical forests.




_SpotLight an o

GIANT PANDAS

QB‘LFRE muost other bears,
giant pandas are very
agile. They are skilled
tree-climbers and use
their paws to grasp
trunks as they climb.

38 ALA

HABITAT

SURVIVAL

{3 Glant pandas have
an extra wrist bane

called “panda’s thumb"”

that helps them hold
and eat bamboo.

ASIlA

Glant panda
range

Zp INDIA by
\ ™

e Lty

g% 1 L000miles 4
. %

1,000 kilameters

FACTS AT A GLANCE

" misty bamboo and
evergreen rorests of centrel Crina,
elovalions abovs 5,000 (ool (1,524
rretars)

LIFESPAN

Up to 300 pourds (126 <lograms)

DIET

< A mother panda gently cuddles
her baby. At birth a panda cub is help-
less. It may stay with fs mother up to
three years.
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(ANIMAL BlTES_.:._ /
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& _PANDASMAKER |
BLEATING/
SOUNDSIMILARTO A~ /')
LAMB OR*A GOATKID, . &
n‘S_AF IENDLY
NOISE THEY USEX
TOGREET EACH QTHER!
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N

Africa is 11,608,000 square miles (30,065,000 square
kilometers) in‘area. It is the second largest continent
and makes up about 20 percent of Earth's land area. The
Equator runs through the middle of Africa. Ecosystems lie in
broad bands to the north and south. Tropical forests form
the core of Africa, with grasslands, deserts, and temperate
environments farther out. Africa is home to many animals,
including this pride of Lions in a South African grassland.




e TWO NEARS,
BUTFEMALE(‘:UBSMM ‘

LIVE WITH THMEIRMOTHER) |
rorRLIEE.:




AFRICA

A

DESERT Spiny-Tailed Lizard . Gorilla

MOUNTAIN corilias e nea

FOREST Chimpanzees

GRASSLAND
atea with Atrica, a0 Hippopotamus
Cheetahs, J
Spiny-Tailed
Lizard

Chimpanzee

WETLAND  Hinpopotamus

42 AFRICA



AFRICA
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A Look at an Ecosystem |

THE
SAVANNA

A

he African savanna is home to many of Earth's big

game animals. It is a grassland with two seasons—

wet and dry. Towering above the savanna in Tanzania
is Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest mountain.

1,000 miles:

-
0 1,000 kilometers

ARRICA
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(ENIMAL BITES

—

THE ACACIA TREE SURVIVES
DROUGHT BECAUSE ITS
LONG ROOTS

REACH WATER SOURCES

DEEP

UNDERGROUND,

AFRICA
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'ANIMAL B ITE_ '

CHIMPS MAKE
A GRUNTING SOUND
WHEN THEY ARE

HAPPY.

ATOOTHY "GRIN"
ACTUALLY INDICATES

FEAR or
ANXIETY.




= A chimpanzee in
Africa clings to a tree
as it watches some-
thing on the ground
below. A chimp's facial
expression often shows
human-tike emotion,

HABITAT

2 24 femaile chimpanzee
cradles her three-month-
old baby. Young chimps
stay with their mothers
untif they are seven
years ofd.

SURVIVAL i

FACTS AT A GLANCE

LIFESPAN

% Strong arms and
hands that can grip
allow these chimpanzees
ima park in Nigeria to
swing from vines and
tree branches.

ATRICA 47



ustralia is 2,970,000 square miles (7,692,000 square

kilometers) in area. It is the smallest of all the conti-
nents and makes up just over 5 percent of Earth’s land
area. Australia's closest neighbors are New Zealand and
other island countries of the South Pacific Ocean region.
Because of its relatively remote location, Australia has
many unusual animals, such as these furry Koalas that are
found in the wild nowhere else on Earth.
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(ANIMAL BITES )
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WHEN A KDALA IS
BARNIT'IS ABOUT,
THE S1ZE OF
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Where Animals Live in

AUSTRALIA

RT Galah Cockatoos

Dingoes : Galah Cockatoo

MOUNTAIN worbets g ™

I

Kangaroo

FOREST Brushtail Possum

GRASSLAND «ka ngaroos

Brushtail

Possum s

Platypus
WETLAND Platypuses S,

INDIAN
OCEAN

ASTRALLY




AUSTRALIA

@ Gulf of

Carpentaria

PACIFIC
OCEAN

“ Wombat .
e - Deciduous forest
f s B8 Rain forest

Brushtail . Grassland
Possum ! Wetland
w :] Reef a 500 miles
| —— e
Platrpus = TEQ kliekaters
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A Look at an Ecosystem

THE GREAT
BARRIER
REEF ’hNIMAL&E’?

——

» tretching more than 1,400 miles (2,200 kilometers) CORAL REEFS
ARE CONSIDERED THE

along Australia’s northeast coast, the Great Barrier Reef
RAIN:FORESTS

4 is made of skeletons of tiny marine ammals<called corals.

The reef is home to many different sea animals. OF THE SEABE@?S?
- THEY F D

AND SHELTER FORUP TO

25 PERCENT"

OF ALL MARINE LIFE.

LEATHERBACK

SEA TURTLE

Leatherbacks can

£ | dive to depths of

00 miles | 4,200 feet (1,280
| meters) and stay
down as long as
85 minutes.

sokilameters™
5

reet fpce reeforest patchrest legoos

BOX JELLYFISH
Stinging cells on
each tentacle of
this jellyfish deliver
one of the most
deadly toxins on

Earth.

ZONES OF TH:
GREAT BAHR IER REEF

ELACK-TIPPED ’
REEF SHARK o
These sharks %
swim in shallow E
water, hunting

for fish among 2
the coral reefs.

They try to

aveid swimmers.

Animal at FsKa
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BOTTLENOSE
DOLPHIN

These dolphins
swim up to 18
miles (24 kilo-
meters) an hour.
They must surface
often to breathe.

@

3
-

: aﬂm
~

DUGONG

These large
aquatic mammals
can stay underwa-
ter up to 8 minutes
while they graze
DM sea grasses.

WHITE-BELLIED
SEA EAGLE

These large birds
mate for life. They
use their sharp
talons to snatch fish
from the water.

ANEMONEFISH
Known as a
clownfish because
of its colorful
markings, this fish
lives among the
tentacles of the
583 aNEMOne.

BROWN
STINGRAY

This relative of
sharks uses the
sharp barb on the
end of its tail to
defend itself.

AUS THALLA

AUSTRALIA
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&P White balancing on
their talis, male kangaroos
use tireir short front legs
and strong hind legs to
“box " with other males,

an hour.

AUS THALLA

"KANGAROOS

angaroos are the only large
animals on Earth that travel by
hopping across the landscape.
Red kangaroos, the largest of all kanga-
roos, are known ta cover up to 25 feet
(almost 8 meters) and jump up ta 6 feet
(almost 2 meters) high in a single leap.
Throughout Australia, there are many
different types of kangaroos, including the
wallaby, a smaller relative. Kangaroos,
along with koalas and wombats, belong
to the marsupial family of animals. This
means that after their young are born, they
live in 2 pouch on the mother's belly
until they are old enough to live on
their own. At birth, a baby kangaroo is anly about the size of a cherry.

HABITAT

SURVIVAL
FACTS AT A GLANCE

4P Kangaroos use thelr pawerful =5 A young kangaroo, called a joey,
hind legs to hop across the landscape peeks from its mother’s pouch.
at more than 30 miles (48 kilometers) Babfes spend up to g months in the

pouch, iiving on the mather's milk.




ALUSTRALIA

|

(ANIMAL BITES
e———

KANGAROOS HAVE

reentyor NICKNAMES.
A FEMALE IS CALLED

A DOE, FLYER, JILL, OR ROO.

A MALE KANGAROO IS

CALLED A BUCK,
BOOMER, JACK, OR OLD MAN.




fANIMAL BITES

EMPEROR PENGUINS

CAN'T FLY,

BUT THEY SURE CAMN SWIM.
THESE PENGUINS

DIVE DEEPER

ANY OTHER BIRD—UP TO

1,850 recr

(565 METERS),

ntarctica is 5,100,000 square miles (13,209,000 square
kilometers) in area. It ranks fifth among all the conti-
nents and makes up almost g percent of Earth’s land area. '2_;:%_.
About 98 percent of Antarctica is buried beneath vast ice
sheets that are nearly 3 miles (5 kilometers) thick in places.
Despite forbidding cold and darkness for part of the year,
Antarctica has many animals, including these Emperor
Penguins that live on the coastal ice and water of Antarctica.

AN LARE | LER
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ANTARCTICA

Snow Petrel

Blue Whale

South
Polar Skua
LEOPARD SEAL

Leapard Seal

WHALES

Blue Whales

Humpback Whales

Humpback
. Whale

EMPEROR PENGUIN

SOUTH POLAR SKUA

SNOW PETREL
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ANTARCTICA

EAST
ANTARCTICA
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(ANIMAL BITES '
-

WHEN A BLUE WHALE

EXHAL ES THROUGH

ITS BLOWHOLE, THE

WATER SPRAY

CAN REACH 2@ reeT (9 METERS)

INTO THE AIR.




Spotlight on

BLUE WHALES
T

ANTARCTICA

{;A blue whale, seen
from above, can remain
underwater for up to
Z0 minutes.

HABITAT

e
= ANTARCTICA

& Huge triangular tait
fins, called flukes, rise

in the air as this blue SURVIVAL
whale dives.

FACTS AT A GLANCE

ar

Gy Pleated skin on a biue whale’s throat
and belly expands to take in huge amaounts
of water and keiff witile feeding.

ANTARCTICA 61



Glossary )

Adapted/adaptation: changing to fit
an enviranmert

Animal at risk: animals that are in danger of
no longer seing found in the wild because of loss
of habilal vr danger from humans

Canopy: the laver of & rain forest under the
emengent layer. |rees in this Laver of the rain
Torest grow fiorn €5 Lo 130 feel {20 Lo 40 m) Lall

Carnivore: a meat-eating animal
Climate: average weather conditiors of a regicn

Coniferous farest: cvergreen, needleleaf trees
that bear seeds in cones

Contiguous: touching along an unbroken
boundary

Continent: one of the seven lerge pieces of
Land on Earth. These include Morth America,
South Americs, Europe, Asia, Almica, Australia.
and Antarctica

Coral reef: an underwater formation made of
skaletons of coral and other natural substances

Deciduons forest: frees, such as oak and maple,
that lose their leaves inthe cold seasan

Dreforestation: the process of cutting
down forests

Delta: a triangle-shaped picee of land made of
e and sand at the maouth of a river

Ecosystem; a system of [iving things that ve
together and interact with thzir ervironment

Emergent Layer: the lalles! Layerof a

rain forest that grows above the canopy.
Tress in this [ayer of the rain forest grow up
to 270 feet {82 ) tall.

Ermvironment: the afr, water, plants. and animals
that make up the natural bife in an area

Extinction: Lhe wws of une or muore
farms of it

Hesources
o

BODKS

Ezrle, Sybvia. Coral Reefs. Washington, D.C.:
National Geagraphir Childrer's Books, 2ong.

First Discovery: Endavigered Animals. New York;
Schulaslic, z007.

Lauber, Patricia. Who Cats What? Cood Ohatag
urid Fuoed Webs, Mew York: HarperCellins Chil-
dron's, 1094,

Nafional Geogrophic Beginner's United States
Atfs. Washington, 0.C.: National Geographic
Children’s Bonus, 2009

Nafionol Geogroghic Begitire:s Winkld Afios.,
‘washington, D.C2 Mational Geogrzphic Chil-
dran's Books, 2005,
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Food weh: the groug of food chains that
irteract in an ecosystem

Forest floor: the bottom layer of a rain forest
whee fallen leaves, branches, stams and other
nabural malarials are found

Global warming: warring of the Farth's air
and water due ir part to air polluticr

Grassland: land coverad fn grasses insteas
cf shrubs and trees

Growing seasan: the part of the year when it is
watm enough for plants to grow

Habitat: a plant or amimal’s natural Fome
Herbivore: a plant-eating animal

High latitude: Lhe parl ol Earlh's surlzee Lhal is
closer tothe Mart~ or South Pole

Ice cap: a Lhick laver of ice un land thal Mows
cut from 25 center

Island: land that is completely surrour ded
by watar

Low latitude: the part of Earth's surface that is
closer tothe Equatar

Majestic: extremely beautiful

Mammal: & warm-blouded animal tal has
hair and precuces milk to feed its young

Mangreve: trees or shrubs in tropical sreas
that grow shallow salt water

Monsoon: winds that change direction season-
ally, Lringing heawy rain in summer

Omnivare: an animal that eats norh plants
and meat

Peninsula: [ard that sticks out into 2 body
of water and is almost completely surrounded by
water

Plateau: a broad, elevated area of flat land

Ntioral Gengranhic Kids Almanan 2010,
washington, D.C.; National Geographic
Childrer's Books, zoaa.

VanCleave, Jarice. Science Arownd the World:
Activities an Biomes form Pole fo Pole.
Hubwkier, New Jersey: Wiley, 2004,

WEBSITES

Animal Carner
httpr/ fetuted atimalearner, mo Lk find=w bt

Defenders of Wildlife
it/ v Hldsplanet o/

National Geographic
http:/fanimals. nationalgeographic.oomy
animalsy

Pollinate: o move pollen fom one plart ar
flower to ancther

Predator: an animal that hunts anc kills
another animal for faod

Prey: an animal that is hunted and killed by
anather amimal for food

Pride; a grous of lions

Rain forest: an arez of forest with zall trees n=ar
the Equator thal receives hegwy rainfall

Reptile: 3 cold-blooded animal t1at has s<in
covered with scalas or bory plates

Scavenger: an animal that feeds on the rematns
of dead animals

Shrub layer: Layer uf Lhe rain foresl below Lhe
understory wit” low-growing plants

Species: 5 yroup o7 plarks or animals thel share
common charactenstics

Temperate: an arez of mild climats that does not
have ewtremely hat or extremaly cold weather

Temperature: the degree of hotness or coldness
of an emvitonment

Tundra: 2 region at high atitude or high elevation
that has cold terperatures and low vegetation

Understory: trons and shrubs found boteeon 2
farest canopy and the ground

Vegetation; the plants that [ve in a partizular
envirerrment

Vulnerable: animals thal are al rigk of
becomin g endangered

Wetland: larc that is either covered or
spzked by water, such as swamps, for at laast
part of the yoar

Woodland: lznd coverad with trees
arid shruis

Mational Geographic Atlas Web Site
b ferww. nationalgeog ra shic.comy/kics-world-
atlas/

Mational Geographic Kids
Izipsfkicsnationalgeographic.com/Animals/

The National Zoa
b nationalzoo.st edu fAudiences ads/

San Diego Zoo
it fetetw. szncedqoron, org/lads A rdex himl

World Wildlife Fund
bt feteti. pranda ooy fahiout_our_earth/

Yahoo Kids
hizpri/kidsyahoocom/znimals
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Alriva 2B, 32, 40-47: see glso
Savannra

African 2lephants 6, 6=7, 48

Alpine marmots 28

Alps, ELrooe B2, 2820,
28-29

Amazon River Basin, South
Amenca; ran Torest 7, 15,
2021, 20-21

Aramone Hish 53

Artarctica 6=, 1G-01

Apollo butterflies 28

Arct'c foxes 25 26

Asia 2233

Alstralia 2855
desert 7,50, 54
see alsa Great Barrier Reaf

Rartrian camels 24, 34, 35

Banded gilz monsters 12

Beavers 10, 10, 11, 50

Bizor, Amearican 10, 10, 44,
14-15, 14-15

Black crowned night horons
37

Black-tipped reef sharks 52

Blue-eared <ingfishers 37

Blue wna e 55 58, 59, 60,
61,61

Boocats 13, 26

Baottlenasa dalphins 53

Raow jellyfish g2

Browr slingrays 53

Brashtail possums 50, 50, 51

Caiman aligatars 24

Caifornia condors 10, 40, 41

Caoercaillies 29

Chamois 22, 26

Cheetzns 42, 42, 43

Chimparzees 12, 42, 43,
£b-47, 46-47

Chital= 36

Caral reefs 6, 7, 62; see ofso
Creat Barrier Rzef

Deszert bighom sheep 13

Deserts £, 7, 20, 18, 42, LU, 94,

Dingoes 50, 50, 51
Cugongs 53

Eugle owls 24-25, 26
Ecosystems 6, 697,62
Africa Az
Agiz 34
Auzlralia so
Europs 26
Merth Areriza 1o
Soutn Amernica 18
Ermpzrar panguins 56-57, 58
Eurasian otters 26, 26, Z20-31,
30-31
Europe 24-31; see alsa Alos

Fishineg i35 34, 34, 35
Forests 6,7, 10, 13, 42, K, 62;
see aiso [zin Tarests

Gahanon wvipers 44
Ganges Delta, Irdia
Bang adesh $6-5/ 36-37
Sanges River dolphins 37
Gizntanteaters 18, 1B, 19
Siant pardas 22, 34, 35,
38 39, 38-39
Gila woodpeckers 12
Giraffes 44
Golden eagles 29
Gelden Fon tamarins 20
Selden poisen dart frocs 22,
23
Grasslands G, 627, 10, 18, 42,
50, 67 see also Savanna
Sreal Barrior Reef, Australia
7, 5253, 52-53
Greater one-horred Asizn
rhincrermses 34, 34
Sreator roadrunrors 43
Sreen aracondas 20
Grizzy bears 8-9, 10

mippopotamuses 42, 42, 43
Fornbil.s 45

Fumpback whales 58, 58,59
Fyacint macaws 24

Hyenas 44

[Gerian lynxes 26, 26
[bexes 5, 6=7,29

52: see also Sonoran Desert [ce caps 6, 6=7, 10, b2

Imoalas 45
Indian pythors 37

Fangaroos 50, 50, 51, 54-55,

54-55
King oengu ns 67
Koa.as 48-49, 57
krill 55, 58, 59

Leatherback sea turtles 52
Leopard ze2 .5 58, 58,59
Lesser rtheas 15, 18, 19
Lians 40-41, 44, 44, 52
Llamas 18, 18, 19

Maps
Alrica 43, 44, 47
Antarctica 59
Asla 34-35. 36, 58
Australiz 50-51, 54
Eu-ope 26-27 28, 31
Farth Arerica 10-11, 15
South America 10, 20, 22
warld 4-5, b1
Monarch butterfies 18
Maourtain gorillas 42, 42, 43
Mourtain hares 29
Mourtains S 6=7, 10, 18, 42,
50, £2; see z.5c Alps
Mugoer crocodies 36

Might'ngales 25, 26
Merth Ararice 8-15

Olive ridley turtles 37

Fink cockatoos 50, 50

Pink-toed tarantulas 24

Flatypuses 50, 5@, 51

Prizon dart frags 18, 18, 19,
22-03, 22-23

[Polzr oears 10, 10, 11

Rain farests 6, 16, 18, 22, 42,
£7, B2 see also Armozon
Riwar Basin

Red-sellied pirankas 21

Rec < ptarmigans 29

Hoe coer b,

Sa'ge antelooes 26, 26
Salamandsrs 2B

Salmon 8, 9

Savanra, Atican 6, 42, 44—45.
44-45

Savanea hares 45

Scarst macaw T

Sibeqiar rmuas< deer 34, 34, 35

Skuas 3, 58, 59

Snew pelrels 58, 58, 59

Sonoran Desert, Mexico-L 5.
12-14,12-13

Sonoran groaghors 43

South Americz 16-23; see
aiso Arnazor Hiver 3asin

South Americen tapirs 18, 18,
13

Spiny-tailed lizards 42, 42, 43

Spolee jaguars 20

Swony corals 6,7

Texas horned ['zards 10, 10,
11

Three-tozc sloths 21

Tigers 32-33

Tree frogs 22; see also Foisor
dar frags

Tuncrz 6,7, 8, 26, 62

Turkey wultures 13

"western diamondback
rettlesz <es 12

Wwetlancls &, 1, 10, 18, 42, 50,
62 see also Canges Delta

‘wWhite-breasted sea eagles 53

White-tailed deer 10, 10, 14

Wild boars 36

wWildebeesls 45

YWoma pythons 6,7

Wombats 50, 50, 51, 54

Yaks 34, 34,35
Yellow-footed tortoises 16,

1617

Zeoras /2, 42, 43, 14. 44
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Amazing animals live on every continent of our big world, and National Geographic
wants to make sure kids have what they need to learn all about them. That's why we've
created this fun and fact-filled animal atlas for young readers. All of the easy-to-read maps
have been custom designed for children, and full-color photographs of wild and
magnificent animals supplement the engaging text and bring to life some of
Earth's most fascinating creatures.

friendly maps thaf di;playwheie animals live
‘easy-to-read animal icons
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eccs'ysltems and the animals that live in them

_ 5 thz;f tai(e acloser quk at featured ecosystems

A basicintroduction to endangered animals

“Spotlight” spreads that look at animals in-depth with accompanying
range maps that highlight where animals live
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