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Cub care

It’s hard out there for a young lion

Male lions are unpredictable, rough and sometimes
aggressive, so for the first six to eight weeks, a lioness
cares for her new cubs on her own. She often chooses
to give birth to her vulnerable, blind young under the
shelter of a rock, or in thick undergrowth. After about
two months, the cubs are ready to meet the rest of the
pride. Lionesses share parental duties, and all lactating
females in the group will assist with feeding until the
infants are weaned. If a mother is killed, her sisters will
often take over and raise her orphaned young. '

Play is incredibly important in cub development,
allowing them to practice the skills required to become
competent adult hunters. The cubs watch the females
hunt and will attempt to chase anything that moves,
from ants to birds and even baboons. They quickly
learn which of the local wildlife is worth stalking, so by
the time they reach adulthood will rarely waste time
attempting to hunt animals that are too large, too
dangerous, or too quick to escape. Sometimes the
females will bring small prey back for the cubs to
practice on, re-releasing it to allow them to hone
their hunting skills.

Males are aggressive, but will tolerate their own
cubs, even allowing them close enough to feed.
Their most important parental role is protecting
their offspring from rival males, who will kill any
existing young cubs if they succeed in taking over
the pride. When the lionesses are hunting, the
males stay behind to protect their offspring.

When threatened, females will corral the pride’s
cubs, picking them up by the scruff of the neck
and moving them to safety. By the time they are a
year old, they are able to be left alone and at this
point will begin attempting to catch their own foo¢
in earnest, Initial attempts are often clumsy
and unsuccessful, so until they have become
competent hunters the pride will share food with
the young lions.
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Sharing parenting duties
Groups of females work

together to protect cubs from
danger in their environment.
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E 1 Conserving energy

" Lionsrest for up to 20
- hours a day to avoid
. overheating in the sun.
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Environmental threz

_ The biggest environmental threat to the lion populations s hurmanity =
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‘3 _ Africa supplies lion bones to Lans ﬁ #As the agri culturallndustrydevelups
) \ ' M Vietnam and China, where they. = " Py in Africa, lion territory is being

- ¢ A are ground into a paste and used in e A e S frag ented and destroyed as itis
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Fragmentation of lion populations ..

| dueto habitat erosion leads to | : CO nf l L eP CeS Whe re Wate .4 % I p

isolation. Small populations -

gradually become inbred, | f: ‘ :
threatening future generations. : IS p entl U oo,

Cattle . '
Prey animals eaten by the lionare
herbivores, and they compete for
space with farm animals. Where
there is competition for land, cattle
farmers poison, trap or shoot lions.










Asiatic llon

RASIALIC LION—
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 Inone of the.f_:f;f;eatest conservatlon success stories of our
time, the Asiatic

c lion (Panthera leo persica) has clawed its way
o back from ther:-_,}r'l;{nk Of extinction. Find out how these proud
- predators Were glve’] a second chance with the extraordinary
o - SJDDOI”E of local people

: S LRGE e,
i, .__':_-. o] o me Sy = "_ iF

L pty
1 -a -..-.-. w 1
'._-__u e | s §
5 o T2 2 i .
i [l =4 F
o IE] ¢ T
! i (et Leh L T R TR, [
i T m e RN,
i L A T R ] g e’ B T -
} L | _'I:"i:":-.‘: af -"'l'I 1 - ;
et ErEss A ] B
. . = 1, - '.-- i
et i ey | L L] e 0
150,87 e e, e LRSS R
) S R AT
LT T e
T et i Tt

H EII_I:Qr:II'III?irikEmE'S{



































































































: Fagha . . et R T
""":--"-I" i Ly Tieah o

JAGUAR
Panthera onca
Class Mammalia

fe,

Territory South and Central
America

Diet Small mammals, reptiles
Lifespan 15 years

Adult weight 57-100kg (125-
2201b)

Conservation Status

QDO

NEAR THREATENED
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S1g Cats
Feline attraction

The only problem with being solitary is finding a suitable partner, .
and jaguars have found a fool-proof method for attracting mates

The best way to advertise your willingness to mate is to shout it from the ' "
rooftops, and that’s exactly what jaguars do. Female jaguars leave their
territory and call out first thing in the morning and last thing at night to
let listening males know that they are in season.

Females emit five to seven grunts to advertise their fertility, and males
respond with rasping, guttural sounds before beginning to search for the
source of the female call. Often, more than one male responds to the call,
and sometimes more than one male even accompanies the female for
a short while, but this always ends in a fight. Males prove their worth by
forcing the other away.

Female jaguars also show changes in their behaviour when they are
ready to conceive. The female oestrus cycle lasts 37 days, and the jaguar
is able to conceive for between six and 17 of these days. "';.ing oestrus
female jaguars arch their backs inwards, roll around on
scent-mark more than usual. These signals mean that the female is ready
to receive a male. ' —

Jaguars aren’t strictly seasonal breeders, and they can conceive at
any point of the year. Hc:-wever male h-:::rrmcanes begin tc:n soar when

days they will have up to four he!pless ;
tolerate male presence once the cubs have arr..
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D I et a nd feed I n Occasionally they
supplement thf.—:l[' cliet

Jaguars don’t eat every day, but catch large animals with giant anteaters
every once in a while to keep themselves going

32% of their diet

consists of cattle 5 e
5% deer and 21%

peccaries

A jaguar’s diet averages at
5.7kg (12.5lb)

of food per day

That's /% of its
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With strength if'n Mbers, cheetah coalitions
are several times more likely to dominate a

territory than a solitary creature

Diet and feeding

Cheetahs are prolific, agile hunters with
a preference for antelope

80

80% of thelr
aiel consists
of ungulates
(ncluding gazelle
impala, antelope)

Occasionally they
supplement thelr

diet with birds

and hares
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An average male cheetah

eats 4|<Q/8.8| DS of

food per day

That's over
6% of its

overall body
welght
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LyNX

SUPER SENSES OF WILD CATS

drasian lynx I1s an incredipbly capable carnivore.
rehes on Its super senses to take down the wariest of
orey, stalking with ruthless efficiency

Cats are natural-born killers. BEven the ASs medium and big cat species scale
humblest, most home-loving of domestic up from our more familiar domestic
moggies, like the one that may share your felines, so do their abilities. There is one
sofa, will never lose the ability to fend for medium-sized cat, once native to Britain,
itself, essentially becoming a feral force-of- which punches above its weight guite

' nature if turned loose, Even when provided considerably and earned its position as a

_f with food by their owners, cats never historical apex predator,

‘ really quit their predatory ways. In fact, The lynx is nature's foremost-evolved
around the turn of the 20th century, one deer hunter. To effectively stalk and bring
ighthouse keeper's cat, named Tibbles, down such easily spooked quarry requires
literally became tne first single being to some extreme senses that are just as sharp

cause the extinction of another species - ‘ as their finely-honed claws and teeth,
the Stephen’s Island Wren. which can deal some serious damage.
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. African
@Wildlife

The African continent Is home to some of the most
amazing and mystifying animals, from the rugged
rhino to the fabulous flamingo

African Wildlife

104 African Safari

The Big Five of Africa are the true icons of this beautiful continent - take a
tour of the land and its wildlife and see what it takes to travel to Kenya

112 All about African elephants

These gentle giants are more like us than you'd expect, and exhibit
intricate social behaviours

122 Journey with giraffes

Discover how the long-necked inhabitants of the savannah live an
interesting life

132 Saving the iconic rhino

Tough as they may seem, the African rhinos are under threat,
but all is not lost

140 Zebras: Strength in numbers

These striped animals are amazingly adapted to the African wilderness
—find out how



















population shrunk by Qﬁ er cent bety
1960 and 1995,
Rhinos shouldn't be
they are Iiiﬁ’ély-*’tﬁ
threat and e:hw 2
speeds of 50 k
hour, and their |
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rhino dung. ﬁesmgle |
kilograms (50 pounds) ¢
day, and it’s often @ﬁ in
ThESE dung wia S

P,

108 | , f |









@ Alamy; FLPA; Getty; Thinkstock; freevectormaps.com

i
g AT '."."""\ ';_-rr P ‘:'Il?

F’af;:k EFE memmv cards
faryﬂw B

_______

at the end ﬂf eﬁﬁh @a}? m ;,F.;  sur
files are safe. IR S

Use alonglens Y,

To minimise the risk of d|5turb|ng a de
animal or putting yourself in danger, use
a lens with 300 magnification or more.
Pad it to prevent damage when shooting
on the move.

Create photo drama AT A
Choose aperture priority mode and £2 R

select the highest f-stop setting. Pan = =
along with a running animal and takea <
burst. The animal should be in focus but =
the background will blur, a2,

Birds of Kenya

& Northern Tanzania

Dale A, Zimmerman =

Donald A. Turner

David |. Pearson j’ i
£ g,

v V4
Try a GoPro Keep on track Know your birds Stabilise your camera Get close from afar
Record your entire safari Use a handheld GPS to ldentify every feathered Take a light-weight The Endeavor ED Il 8320
experience with the mini make sure you don't get friend you see with a Helm monopod to prevent your model from Vanguard
camera that packs a punch  lost on foot Field Guide photos from blurring works well in low light
From £99 From £73.50 £26.99 £29.95 £399.99
WWW.Qopro.com www.handtec.co.uk www. bloomsbury.com WWW,JeSSopSs.com www.vanguardworld.co.uk

Who to travel with

Budget Family Luxury

Responsible Travel Kuoni Steppes Travel
WWW.RESPONSIBLETRAVEL.COM WWW.KUONI.CO.UK WWW.STEPPESTRAVEL.CO.UK
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Kenya Wildlife Camping Safari Big Five Safari Elephant Insight Safari
From £1,785 per person for 8 days, From £2,139 per person for 7 From £12,995 per person for 1
excluding flights days, Including flights days, iIncluding flights
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rican elephant
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gentle giant with tight social bonds.
Unbelievably these creatures even share
similar emotional attributes to humans
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Retracing footsteps
Elephants are known to revisit
the exact same places year on
year, cutting vast pathways

across the African plains.

In our culture

Elephants inspire some of our best-loved characters

B Dumbo
In the 194] Dlﬁneyﬁ m of the same

onmental factors

phant is avulnerable species

2 jvory trade

e has been a global ban on

ional ivory sales for decades,
still a high demand for
ks. lllegal poaching is

stillahuge threat to their survival.

‘Anestimated twothirds o Affican

acmﬁs Jalrrs Bl.-a;ddhiﬂs and be‘fmnﬂ

;ﬂmyeratumm ﬁsﬁn hyatmust a

India. As the god of heglnnlnga he's the hﬁmﬂ 1?7? and 2007, restricting
patron of arts and sciences as well as theirrange Bﬂd exposing previously degfee*’averthe lastcenturyandis
Y | the deva of intellect and wisdor. protected areas to poachers. expected to rise even further.



an elephant

Nearest
neighbours

The African elephant is one of the
big five most challenging game,
prized by trophy-hunters

Black rhinoceros

Black rhinos are prized for their

horns, which are used in traditional
Foliow the lead Chinese medicine and to make
The herd are totally reliant handles for ceremonial daggers. The
on the matriarch and will species is Critically Endangered as a

follow her to find water. result of widespread hunting.

Cape buffalo

Weighing over 700 kilograms (1,500
pounds) and with huge curved
horns, this buffalo is large and
unpredictable. It's arguably the most
dangerous of the big five, thought to
kill around 200 people every year.
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African lion
The lion is the second-largest of the
big cats after the tiger and is one of
Africa's most powerful predators.

A team of lionesses can tackle prey
as large as an adult buffalo, taking it
down with deadly efficiency.

i i T d G 3 cT T
i1 5':':": l.:.'H-.-..-:-\.,:'-.a.';‘.'.'dl-l-\.':.q".--\- o TRl 1D
Bl el s Herbe o D sl Sl ol s sl U 2aies e

"‘“ﬁh;iﬂ"h*i_ choutand e e WS i 2 African leopard
ant leas. i AN o S Nl - .- A L S v The smallest of the big cats is elusive
S } : | Alitey .2 £11 - i and highly adaptable. However,
g R - N Wy _ . a combination of habitat loss,
il : _ TSR AR i Tl e s o O R A persecution by humans and trophy-
mo re up and wa within the first half an hour SRR N T Gl e l Y hunting is taking its toll on the

' [ ng P - e e RS A a7 ke Fa species and numbers are declining.

© Alamy, Corbis, Thinkstock, Trarcaycy O, N A Mazeer,

Getty, Peter Scott/ The Art Agency
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whose evolutionary journey
before humans eve
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Rhino

SAVING HE ICONIC

Discover the crucial action underway to rescue an animal

N over 50 million years

ked the

—arth
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