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Algiers 15th July 1830

air

| took occasion a few days ago, by an opportunity for Gibral-
tar, thal unexpectedly presented itself, 1o acauaint you that a report
of much probabllity in its shape and circumstances had reached
here from Mahon, of my having been superseded by the appoint-
ment of our distinguisf;lad fellow citizen Comre Porter. To this de-
cree Of severa justice | bow with submission and humility - sus-
lained by the hope that my conduct héere has not merited dis-
approbation, and by the consciousness of being, howsver incon-
siderable and unworthy in the estimation of my country’s author-
ities, unsurpassed in filial love and veneration for her soll, her char-
acter, her liberty and laws. This Irrepressible and ardent sentiment
| offer as security for manifesting the same zeal In her service, now
that 1 am disownead, which animated me before the fact of my
being superseded was known lo me, did the circumstances In
which this country 18 now placed afford any occasion for its display.
But the deposition of the Dey and his deportation [to a J* distant
country, seem to have suspended, if not altogether [ annulled ]2
the principal functions of the office with which | [am? was? ]9

charged.

~ On the 5th last | had the honour 10 report to you the capture
and oocupation of this oity by the French army under the command
of Gen' the Count de Bourmoni, after a series of vaiied and suc-
cessful operations which commenced with his landing at Sidi Fer-
rutch on the 14th of June, and had just then terminated. Were it
within the compass of my duly to characterize this short campaign,
| .should observe that githough the French Commander gave no
example of that daring enterprise and rapld combination, wlﬁr ;
which the students and actors of Franch warfare have of lale years.
been familiar, his measures were as bold Epd- as %f?rgﬂrnu_m as m.ai:
sort of prudence which leaves nothing fo fortune, renderag practics
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able, As he hever advanced without forcing his enemy, 5o he ney-
er halted without fortifying his position, nor extendad his line of op-
arations without glving additional security 1o their base. The route
from Sidi Ferruteh to Algiers Is a distahce of about twelve miles,
along the base of a promontory of which Cape Caxeen, five miles
wast of Algiers and nine east of Sidi Ferrutch, is the headland,
Though hilly and covered for the most part with a low and prickly
brushwood, with here and there hedges of Alos, Cactus, and Mas-
tick, it is unobstructed by forests, rivers, or mountains, passable for
cavalry, and without much difficulty for Artillery, and pervious at
oncs o the mosl axtensive coup d’eeil. Yet with bul a disorderly
and fugilive ragistance from the Arabs and Kabyles, Gen Bour-
monl consumed fifteen days in coming within cannon shot of the
fort which consiituied the principal defence of Algiers on the land
side — having al the same time often inferior and never superlor
numbers opposed to him. His force is stated to amount to 45,000
land troups, besides the cooperation of a fleel manned by 15,000
mariners, and 1 | don't 1% think the tumultuary force opposed to
hir has at any moment reached 50,000 men. On the 19 th he adv-
anced from { Sidi ' Ferrutch early in the morning and surprised

the camp of the | Aga |*® at Starwelly, about three miles on the

routs to Algiers, bayo [neted]™” many of the Turkish troops, dis-
persed the rest, and took a guantity of freasure and military stores.
On the 24th the enemy collecting in force in his front and on his
flanks, he moved forward again about 8 o'clack in the moring in
eighl columns, and driving before him the sharp but undisciplined
opposition of the Aga's army ook possession of the second camp
of that chief, and occupled a range of heights In front of it, about 4
miles from the town. On this occasion as on that of his former adv-
ance, the Arabs and Kabyles fled past the fown along the sea
shore to the eastward, leaving no army between the French
General and Alglers. Holding this position and continuing to streng-
then it and his communication with the Fleet, as well as to bring up
ammunition and artillery, up to the morning of the 28th, Count
Bourmont was contented to repel the skirmishing and reply to the
cannonade of the Aga, which ware brisk and sanguinary, unfil the
dawn of ihat day, when having had the eldest of his four sons who
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accompaniec him, mortally wounded, he. attacked -and. routed #is .
rraguiar adversaries again, who a third time fled :bayond the clty,
- and feft it defended only by its works, Although | could not hels. -
sympathizing with the invaded party in this-war, and could not view
without pity the courageous but ineffectual resistance, which they
cpposed o the prowess and skill of the French army and comman-
der, 1 do not know that | ever experienced a prouder glow of-sym-
pathy and triumiph, than when | tirst beheld from the tetrace of our
garrison, the vietorious Christian troops driving -the . Barbarlan
hordes befcre them, and crowning the heights in the fdll view .of
Aigiers~- their kindred banners sireaming proudly into the wind,
and their conquering+arms glittering in the morning stmn. — As |
had the honour 16 mention in my letters of the 21st of April and the
oth of May, the Consuls of Spain, Naples, Denmark, and Sweden
with such members of their familles as remained herg during.the
war, and with all the Christians and & number of Jews dependent
on them, were united in a large fortitied house, and organized in
the form of a garrison, which was protected by the American flag
and placed by thelr unanimous cholce urder my command, From
the moment thal the apprehended descent of the French drew
from the plains and mountains to the vicinity cof Algiers, the bands
of Arabs and Kabyles upon whose exaggerated numbers:and fana=
tical courage the Dey and his Janissaries relied but too confidently;
the houses of the four Consuls above mentioned ware foo. muehr
exposed to insult and pillage to be habitable, and mins, though
from {ts position less liable to intrusion, was by no-means safe: On
the 26th of May therefore we were constrained (o leave- our:several
residences and to repalr lo the fortress which with-the consent of
the Dey we had selected and. prepared lo- shelter. ug dnd:Qur.

numerous dependants. in a safe. neutrality until the.storm of war -
should have passed by .and the waters of confention:have ‘subs

sided around us. The endlosed. papersy belng: coples ofoutgon-

siitution, and of my first.order.for the requlation:of the garrson, wil
axplain 1o you the naturg-of our assoclation-and apprise:yaiol the
pressure. of danger.undar which: lt:was formed. /s event wasdiany
oroperty of Moars. and: Jews, were cruelly: plupderadwith: tha lre-
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quent loss of lives among the latter, we maintained ourselves in
pertect security and with but slight exceptions In perfect quiet.
Each time that the advance of the French drove the Turkish forces
along by our establishment, & was apprehended that so small a
body of Christians would present too termpting an object for thalr
ravenge and mortification — while each time that they returned to
the contest it seemed probable that confidence and cupidity would
prompt them to attack us, Our respectable defences, and favour-
able position however, not only saved us from their violence, but
gave Us the satisfaction of knowing, thal we were the means of
protecting many families in our neighbﬂrhmd until the French got
possession of the ground. This as before stated occurred on the
29th when the French commander sent a party with assurances of
respect and assistance, but proposing 1o occupy our position as a
necessary point of support for his left flank. In accepting gratefully
his offers of courtesy and protection | thought it my duty, by declin-
ing 1o yield our place to him, to maintain the neutral position held
by the United Staies, and the Countries of the Several Consuls
under my flag, towards France and Algiers, and the friendly one in
which our respective credentiais placed us all in relation to the lat-
ter. | went so far as to request that he would not occupy the jm-

mediate environs of our garrison with troops, and more especially,

as one of his officers had intimated, with a battery, in as much as it
would infallibly draw on us the fire of the Dey's forts; and involve

our families, in which were included ladies and children, In serious

danger, This request | enforced by observing that hitherto our neut-
ral character had been scrupulously respecled by the Barbarians,
and that | hoped the measures of the French General would not
force us to regret the approach of a Christlan army. | must sup-

pose that either this appeal or a closer view of the ground, induced

him to dispense with the creation of a battery near us, but it
seemed a matter of military necessity that he should ocoupy the

height on which our garrison was situated, This was done by

General Achard with the Bigade (sic) he commanded, .and though
it was done In spite of my remonstrances, | have no doubt that the
operation was dictated by military prudence, and | bear witness

that it was conducted with faimess and delicacy. He ordered a8
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guard of 40 men to be detailed for our use, and upon hearing that
my father and the father of Baron Lt Liman had been acqualnted in
the war of our revoluticn, he directed that officer to take command
“of t!?e party. This arrangement, together with the immediate and
continual concourse of French officers of all ranks to make
observalions, and enjoy the view of the fleet, the armies, the forts,
and the city from our terrace, had the immediate effect thal was
apprehended, of attracting to us the fire of the Turkish forts, one of
the first balls from which was very near Killing Gen' Achard him-
self. As we could not remove the French troops, nor refuse the
dufies of hospitality to their officers, our table and our terrace were
constantly crowdled, the former the only Christian one within their
lines, and the laiter the most commanding point of view In the en-
virons of Algiers. Of this the consequences were a great increase
in the expense of our establishment and the frequent direction of
bombs and bullets against it. The first we trust our governments
will reimburse, and the last we escaped by means of the peculiar
situation of our fortress, which was so placed in relation to the
ground on which it stood and the guns which played on it, that it
was almost impossible for a ball to rise high enough to reach it
without passing over it. It was however an unpleasant state of exp-
osure that we were placed in, and for the ladies a most painful one
from the 281h June to the 5th July. | am sorry to observe that the
French troops were guilty of many licenses, which though more
sultable to the character of savages, their barbarous adversaries
did scarcely equal. On the morning of the 20th while their officers
were partaking of our refreshments, a party of soldiers broke into
fhe house of the Neapolitan Consul, which had the flag of Naples
flying on it, shot his gardener, a European, his bocker a Jew, and
the daughter of his booker. This outrage has been attempted lo be
justified by the improbable assertion that the gardener and the Jew
had presented pistols against the French soldiers — an assertion
which these soldiers make and which the victims of their brutality
cannot contradicl, It is with more plausibility palliated on the gm#nd
of its having been committed In the heat of blood and flush of gon-.
quest, when the French troops had just forced the Arabs from the
last stand they made in the field. This excuse | should have been
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nclined 1o confide in had thay not subsequently In cold blood
broken open and robbed the houses of the Swedish and Danish
Consuls, and finally my own, destroying properly of much value in
the two formel, and finding but little to plunder in the last. From
what | could learn thelr disposition to rapine exceeded that of the
barbarians greatly, and was not repressed by a single instance of
punishment. Their outrages took place between the 28th ard 5th
July, which Interval was employed by their cornmander In opehing
trenches and constructing batteries against Eort de I'Empereur, a

castle of considerable antiquity and strength which commandad the
¢ity and constituted its principal defence on the land side. From
this fort, from various smaller ones, and from the fortified walls of
the palace, the Turks kepl up an incessant fire of shells and shot
on the men in the frenches, and on such pariies of French as
shewed themselves on any point within the range of thelr fire, Our
garrison which had before been respected, was as | have already
menticned, frequently aimed at — and we found ourselves unable
to ocoupy or to leave it with safety. For as long as we were sur-
rounded by the Franch, the Turkish batteries would play on us ~-
while, if we withdrew from the neighboerhood and protection of the
rrench, having once been associaled with them, we were sure {o
incur the hostility of the Arabs, and be, in an unfortified house un-
able to repel it. We decided therefore to remain, ladies children
and all -— and forfunately escaped with a collection amounting 1o
about 200 persons, without the foss of a single life. During this
time, as from some want of correspondence between the mwmﬁa
of the navy and the wanis of the army, the officers and men qua,r-—
terad near us wers often without rations, our provisions weﬁa
necessarily consumed In great quantities. | remember at one time
we had 10 give eleven muttons for rations for the men. We did this

as we enfertained the officers, with pleasure, a pleasure thch

believe | felt with peculiar force, as | found among them narmes
which were distinguiskad in our revolution — the duc de Mﬂa lles,
de Lauzim, the comte de Granmont, Baren St Simons & Le yﬁllﬁg
Canaclers, who seemed to have inherited the {riendshilp of thelr

fathers for the U. States. To the want of sfficlency in the mﬁglaﬂ*
fion between the flast and the army | présume Is to be alirbiled
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the length of ime which elapsed between the commencement and
ihe completion of the French works — the cannon for mﬂunﬂi‘xg
which was not brought up from Sidi Ferruteh until the evening -of
the 3rd a route of about 10 miles — secured against annoyance by
a chain of redoubts. The military cooperalion of the fleet was fee-
ble and ridiculous in the exireme. On the 1si of July a squadron
congisting of 2 line of battle ships 15 frigates and several smalier
vessels, commanded by vice Admiral Duperre and Bear Admiral
Rasamel, bore down with a free breeze off the land from Cape Ga-
xeen and keeping abreast of the small foris which defended. the
coast from that cape 1o the town, opened a fire on them in succes-
sion, which we supposed was intended not only to divert the Tus-
kish batteries from annoving the army and interrupting their works,
but to destroy all the forts exposed 1o it. Our position about 12,000
faet (sic) immediately above this part of the coast gave us and a
large number of the French officers who came to witness.it, a fair
and close view of the whole operation. Altholtigh the ships passed
in suceession each succeeding one seeing the effect of her con-
sorts shot, and though most of them fired more than one broad-
side, scarcely any of their balls reached the shore, and bt 2 or 3
any of the forts to which they did not the ieast damage, and so far
were they from silencing even the smallest among them, that two
of these sesing immense numbers of French officers about our -
house, renewed their fire on us in the midst of the French canno-
nada. Some of ihe officers who were of the highest rank ridiculeg,
some execraled this display, while others explained i.as a mere
essay for the purpose of geiting the depth of the water and.the dis- -
tance of the forts preparatory to a real and effective attack..The
army continuing to suffer much from the incessant Gﬂﬂﬂﬂi’l&ﬁﬂ of
the Turks on the working parties and guards, on the 3rd the fleel
approached again from the same point; in the same: ﬂi‘dar ancl in.
rmuch greater force. We had the same advaniageous. view: ct this
operation that we had of the former, as had a still greater- numbar;
of French officers than had then been with. us, The squadron now
consisted of 7 line of ba‘tﬂe ships, 15 fﬁgat&s 8 bomb vessels,
some smaller vessels, and 2 steam boats: one of which occaslonal-

ly fired. The leating, ship. was 2 frigate, which performed her pan-
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with gallantry and precision. She passed all the batteries from
Cape Caxeen down io the most formidable works of the town —
ranging along in point blank shot and pouring in her broadsides
with unabated rapidity. Next followed the ship of the line bearing
the vice Admiral's flag, but she kept at a greater distance and had
but fittle effect. Each succeeding ship kept further and further from
the land, and approached less and less near io the strong batteries
of the town, so that the weight of this immense fire instead of
being directed against the town and the sirong batteries which de-
fend the harbour, was expended on the inconsiderable forts which
guard the approach to it from the West, not one of which did it si-
lence. | had never witnessed such a cannonade before, and had
no conceplion that such a weight of fireé could be perfectly harm-
less. We did not perceive that it killed a single individual, nor have
| since learned thal it did. If may be computed that each broadside
of the fleet threw about 700 guns and that on an average the ships
fired three broadsides, so that 2100 guns were fired by the squad-
ron without producing perceptible effect. They suffered but little in-
jury, excepting from the bursting of a gun in the admirals ship -
which because no other slaugnhter occurred from the great distance
they generally took, produced | am told great sensation. This ex-
hibition being withoutl excuse or palliation, occasioned great morti-
fication among the land officers — who did not concea! their chag-
rin and disappoiniment. |t was probably the most signal of the
many proois to be found In the annals of France, of the lofal In-
capacity of thal wariike nation for great exploits at sea. The next
day being the anniversary of our independence, they commenced
operations on a more suitable element and of a different character.
As meéntloned in my letter of the 5th last batteries mounting 26
long guns and 2 mortars, were opened by Gen' La Hitte the com-
manding officer of artillery against the foriified castle which com-
manded the approach to the city, and the city itsell. This part of the
service was admirably performed. The batteries were from hall a
mile to a mile from the fort, and owing to the deception occuring 1o
the view here, from the clearness of the aimosphere and ihe abs-
ence of trees, the shells at first fell short of thair mark, but after a
fow tentative rounds they caught the distance and the precision
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with which they fired was truly admirable, After 4 hours fire, the fort
was lsilenc?d. although the Algerian prime minister, who comman-
ded It, assisted in working the guns himself, and distributed hand-.
fuls of gcid among his men to purchase their services. At length he
set fire to a magazine and blew up the forl. The explosion was so
violent that It cracked the walls of houses two miles off. in a short
lime aiter this took place the Dey solicited and obtained.the good
offices of the English Consul, who at ng small risk of his personal
safety, saved the town from the horrors of a storm and secured to
the Dey and his subjests protection for their persons and property.
The next day at 1 o'clock the French troops took possession of the
palace and the other fortified places in the city and its suburbs.
Thus ended the military proceedings of the French commander.
His political operations have been not iess remarkable. These he
began by deposing the Dey and declaring the Turkish authority ex-
tinct in this Regency. He has since sent off the Dey and his two
sons in law, (the late Aga of the Janissaries and the Minister of
Marine) with his and their families, and with a fortune In jewels and
gold, supposed to amount to 2 millions of dollars, in a ship of the
line to Mahon; whence it is said he is to proceed either to Naples,
Leghorn or Maita, these three places appearing to divide his pre-
ference equally when he left here. Gen Bourmont has also ship-
ned off all the unmarried Turks that he found here, amounting to
about 1200, to Smyrna, and has disarmed the married ones who
have chosen to remain. He proposes it is said demolishing the
forts, and sending to France all the cannon. He has established a
Moorish executive council, with whose assistance he governs his
conquest, and has appointed various Moorish officers, with titles
and duties familiar to the population, and placed them In concert
with such French authorities as are found necessary for the pofice
of the city. He has rescued the French prisoners that were hers,
about 200 in number, and sent them back In safety to their coun-
iry, and he has obtained possessicn of the long descended public
treasure of Algiers, amounting, in gold siiver and jeweis, according
to the best conjectures, to the enormous sum of from one hundrad

to one hundred and fifty millions of dollars — much more than the
astimated cost of the expedition. To this is to be added the vailue
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of the provisions and military stores, including 2000 cannan, .1000
ol which are brass pieces, a guanlity of ship timber, a frigale on
the stocks and other vassels. For Ihls greal success we under-
stand he has recelved the baton of a Marshall of France. His con-
gquest however has not extended beyond the fire of hls cannon —
Tha Arabs who possess the plains, and the Kabyles who Inhahil
the mountains neilher recognize nor submil to his authority, and
although he has evidently lerminaled the existence of Algiers as a
piratical stale, it remains lo be seen whelher he can Impose
adequale restrainls on the ferocious tribes and nalions which
under the influence of a common religion and of ancient conquest,
herefofore acknowledged ils sway. In order lo accomplish Lhis pur-
posa ha Is despaiching an expedilion of 3000 men, two ships of
the line, and five [rigates against Bona, the seapoarl of lhe Bay -
ship of Constantina aboul 280 miles easl of {his place, which |s
held by a small Turkish garrison, thal wlll probably he made an
easy conquest. Bul lhis success will doubtess be more local In lts
effecls than lhe occupalion of Alglers— as will in all lkelihood be
the caplure of Oran, which is said to be meditated — so that the
French power after being firmly established on these three polnts
ol the coast will exlend itself but slightly over the lerrilory and
population of Barbary. Before | was apprised of lhe refeciion of my
appointmenl H appeared bul oo avident that its princlpal lunctions
had been annihalated by the overthrow of the government to which.
| was acoradiied. The diplomatic concerns in this quarer as long
as lhe country is held by France are of course transferred to our
minister at \he court of that country, and lhe only authority remairi-
ihg 10 this office is thal perlaining to an ordinary commarcial
agant — for as Ils superintendance over ihe other Barbary Consu-
lates was founded on the superiorily of this Regency to the other
Barbary Powers, it explres necsssarily with thatl supseriority. A
circular which has lalely been addressed by the French Comman-
der to the Consuls here, though il does not dellne the nalure ofr
duration of his own authority, seems to consider he fulure dulies
ol Consuls here as Imited to commerclal concams. A copy of thig
elreutar you will find enclosed, and you will observe the confusieit
of Inferances lo which It glves rise. By reaslablishing \ha- Frengty
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Consulship hare, it would appeaf (hat {his chuntey wag ‘dbbin o re-
gain lls indepandence of France whils the Iftimatlon that 1Hg
agents ol the other Christlan powers hdre ard (0 Iransaet {He
affalrs of thelr several natlons through the French Consul piacas
him In the posillon of a functionary of this counlty and its
gov [ernment | — entertalning the propositisns and discussing the
Inlerests of natlons In Intercourse with Algiers. In shorl one p‘a'n_n'ot'
the note considers Mr. Duval as the Consul of France, {he other as
the minister of foreign aftalrs for this Government. Consldering it
better to leave this inconsislency to the explanation of events or
the examinalion of my successor | have magde no reply to the nbte,
but have walted an the Consul of France, lor the purpose of shew-
Ing a ceremontous acknowledgemenl of his officlal character. A
vislt of the same kind | have paid to the French commander, but,
unitke my colleagues, not unlil the Deposition of the Day was com:-
pletely sliected. Evan then | {hought it more canconant to the frea
and magnarimous character of 1ha Unlted States, to vislt lhe fallen
prince, bafore | called on the successiul General, and o pay the
same respecl to the former In misfortune, as | had been accus-
tomed to sheaw him in the height of his powet. This deporimen, In
splte of hls natlonal gravity and personal firmness, extorted lhe ex-
pression of daep emotion, |

| cannot inform mysall of the vllariar designs of the French
govt respacting the degree of subjection 1o which they propose re-
ducing this counlry, and as you may be ecqualnted wilh them
lhrough Mr. [Rives], | shall not trouble you with speculations-fanher
lhan 10 say il seems probabia that they will establish a Mﬁuﬁsh'[&
gency, dependenl on and tributary to France. it | have been minule
and tedious in the detalls of thls letter, il 1s-because | have :not
been able ta divest mysell.of a solemn intgrest In ﬂ}&-euehtg'.whhﬁz
accompanied lhe last struggles and flnal ruln of {hls-govemment;
which through lis existenca has been marked by:crimes. aid by fel:
ly, has exerclsed for more than four canluties no-siall déegrag ok
influence on the affalrs of the warld, -and in--~spi.t&f'Qtéf!héig!ﬁ§t!§g;
effect of a bad nameg, has of late years bean conducted- with-coms:

mendable equity and geod fatth.
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Somelhing of the seme [esling may perhaps Induce you (o
pardon the length of thls communlication, and lo receive withoul Im-
pallence a renewal ol the assurances of esteem and respect with
which | have the honour to salule you.

H. Lee
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