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Preferred application settings

For the best reading experience, the following application settings are
recommended:

Colour theme: White background

Font size: At the smallest point size

Orientation: Landscape (for screen sizes over 97),
Portrait (for screen sizes below 9”)

Scrolling view: [OFF]

Text alignment: Auto-justification [OFF] (if the eBook
reader has this feature)

Auto-hyphenation: [OFF] (if the eBook reader has this
feature)

Font style: Publisher default setting [ON] (if the
eBook reader has this feature)



Clockwise from top: The Alhambra, Granada; Sierra de Aracena; Alcazar, Seville; Cabo de
Gata nature reserve; Andalucian wall tiles; Ronda atop the Tajo gorge; La Mezquita, Cordoba



WELCOME TO ANDALUCIA AND
THE COSTA DEL SOL

Flamenco, wine, tapas, beaches, sunshine: everything that
makes Spain one of the best-loved and most visited
countries on Earth is concentrated in the region of Andalucia.
But this beguiling region is also home to some of Europe’s
most romantic cities, its most important wetlands reserve and
second-highest mountain range, offering a wealth of outdoor
pursuits from hiking to skiing. With Eyewitness Top 10
Andalucia & the Costa del Sol, it's yours to explore.

Andalucia’s three great cities — Granada, Seville and Cérdoba — are
important repositories of Spain’s historical identity and symbols of the
area’s Moorish past, with world-class heritage sites such as the
Mezquita in Cérdoba, Granada’s Alhambra and Seville’s Cathedral.
Other vibrant must-sees are Jerez de la Frontera and its sherry
bodegas and Ronda, with its jaw-dropping location above the Tajo
gorge, while Baeza and Ubeda are immaculately preserved towns full
of Renaissance architecture. In between there are the famous pueblos
blancos, or white villages, that dot the Andalucian hilltops.

Along the sun-drenched Costa del Sol, cultural and culinary riches
are concentrated around Malaga, Marbella and Gibraltar. Between
the dramatic “rock” and the ancient city of Cadiz lies the gorgeous
Costa de la Luz, popular with Spanish tourists and windsurfers.

Whether you are here for a weekend or a week, our Top 10 guide
provides everything you need to explore the region. Combine insider
tips on what to do for free and where to stay with inspirational
photography, detailed maps and easy-to-follow itineraries, and you
have the ideal pocket companion. Enjoy the guide, and enjoy
Andalucia and the Costa del Sol.



EXPLORING ANDALUCIA AND THE
COSTA DEL SOL

The region offers a dizzying range of sights, sounds, flavours
and fun. To start you off, here are ideas for a four- and

seven-day tour.

=== Four-day itinerary

== Seven-day itinerary

Four Days in Andalucia

DAY 1



Morning

Follow the dramatic winding A397 up through the coastal mountains
of the Serranias Penibéticas to lunch in Ronda. Take in the bullring,
palaces and the view from the Puente Nuevo.

The Catedral Nueva sits proudly above Cadiz seafront.

Afternoon

Drive to Cadiz and wander the backstreets of the medieval Barrio
del Pépulo; don’t miss the Catedral Nueva and the coastal
promenade.

DAY 2

Morning

Explore the Parque Nacional Donana, catching the birdlife at dawn.
Next visit Jerez de la Frontera to sample the local sherries.

Afternoon

Enjoy the back-road route north via the pueblo blanco of Arcos de la
Frontera to Seville and its Cathedral and La Giralda.



Arcos de la Frontera is dramatically situated on a cliff edge.

DAY 3

Morning
Visit Seville’s Real Alcazar before driving on to the white village of
Carmona, then on to Cérdoba.

Afternoon
Tour La Mezquita, the Jewish quarter and the Alcazar de los
Reyes Cristianos.

Day 4

Head to Granada to see the architectural complex and gardens of
the Alhambra and Generalife (summer palace), then finally relax on
the beach at Nerja.



The impressive Alhambra is a complex of Moorish fortresses and gardens.

Seven Days in Andalucia

Days 1-3 as above Day 4

Start at the Alhambra, then explore the Albaicin quarter, taking in
the churches, Moorish baths and Moroccan tearooms. Afterwards,
visit UNESCO-listed Ubeda’s Pottery Quarter, pretty plazas and
Renaissance and Plateresque buildings.

Day 5
Go for a short hike in the Sierra de Cazorla and look out for birds of

prey. Spend the evening in beautifully preserved Baeza, another
UNESCO-listed site.



dik

Sierra de Cazorla is a vast and diverse reserve.

Day 6

Discover the Sierra Nevada, Europe’s second-highest mountain
range after the Alps. If it's summer, see the Valle de Lecrin’s olive,
almond and citrus groves; in winter, you can go skiing.

Day 7

Take the A41 south, along the western edge of the Sierra Nevada
and enjoy the beach at Nerja before visiting the market town of
Vélez-Malaga on the Costa del Sol.



Top 10 Andalucia and the Costa del Sol
Highlights




TOP 10 ANDALUCIA AND THE COSTA

DEL SOL HIGHLIGHTS

Moorish Granada: The Alhambra, Generalife and Albaicin
Seville Cathedral and La Giralda

Real Alcazar, Seville

Cérdoba and La Mezquita, Cérdoba

Cadiz

W&l Ronda

The Costa del Sol

¥} Baeza and Ubeda

IEH Parque Nacional de Dofiana

The Sierra Nevada
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¢ MOORISH GRANADA: THE
ALHAMBRA

The great complex of the Alhambra is the best-preserved
medieval Arab palace in the world and, with nearly two
million visitors annually, it is also the most popular monument
in Spain. Built on the largely inaccessible Sabika Hill
overlooking the city of Granada, its most distinctive phase
began in the 11th century as the ga’lat al-Hamra (Red Fort)
of the Ziridian rulers. From the 13th to almost the end of the
15th century the kings of the succeeding Nasrid dynasty
embellished the site in a most spectacular fashion.

NEED TO KNOW

B The Alhambra « 958 02 79 71 « www.alhambra.org
Mid-Mar-mid-Oct: 8:30am—8pm daily, 10—11:30pm
Tue—Sat; mid-Oct—mid-Mar: 8:30am—-6pm daily, 8—
9:30pm Fri—Sat » closed 1 Jan, 25 Dec * Adm: €14
(ticket window), €20 (online)

Q|

B Museo de la Alhambra « 8:30am—6pm Wed-Sat (to
8pm mid-Mar—-mid-Oct); 8:30am—-2:30pm Tue & Sun °
closed Mon, Jan 1, Dec 25. Night visits: May—Sep: 9—
11:30pm Fri

e Snacks and drinks are available, but taking water is a
good idea.

e \isitor numbers are restricted, so book tickets in
advance online.


http://www.alhambra.org
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.175959,-3.588163&z=15&t=m

@ Palacios Nazaries

@ Palacio de Mexuar
@ Palacio de Comares
Palacio de los Leones
Partal

Generalife

Alcazaba
Plaza de los Aljibes

Puerta del Vino
Puerta de la Justicia

Palacio de CarlosV @

1. Puerta de la Justicia

Built in 1348, the “Justice Gate” horseshoe arch makes use of Arab
defensive techniques — a steep approach combined with four right-
angled turns — intended to slow down invading armies.



Puerta de la Justicia

2.Puerta del Vino

The “Wine Gate” — so called because it was used as a wine cellar in
the 16th century — marks what was once the main entrance arch to
the Medina (market).

3.Plaza de los Aljibes

From these ramparts, visitors can enjoy superb views of Granada.
The giant cisterns (aljibes) underneath were built by the Christian
conquerors.

4. Alcazaba

Although largely in ruins, this fortress is well worth a look. Don’t miss
climbing up onto the Torre de la Vela for views of the Sierra Nevada.



The Alhambra, backed by the Sierra Nevada

5.Palacio de Carlos V

This Italian Renaissance palace is the masterpiece of Pedro
Machuca, a student of Michelangelo. Inside are the Museo de Bellas
Artes and the Museo de la Alhambra, with its fine collection of Nasrid

art.




Palacio de Carlos V

6.Palacios Nazaries

The Nasrid palaces are built of simple brick, wood and stucco, so as
not to compete with the creations of Allah.

7.Palacio de Mexuar

The most poorly preserved of the three palaces, this was the most
public space, dedicated to judicial and bureaucratic business. The
original structure dates from 1365, but in the 16th century the
Christians converted it to a chapel.

8.Palacio de Comares

Built in the mid-14th century, this area constituted the Serallo, where
the sultan would receive dignitaries and deal with diplomatic issues.
Inside is the Salén de Embajadores, the main throne room of the
Alhambra. In front of the palace is the Patio de Arrayanes.



Palacio de Comares

9.Palacio de los Leones

Dating from the late 1300s, this palace was the Harem, the private
zone reserved for the sultan and his family. The fountain with 12 lions,
in the central courtyard of the palace, may represent the 12 signs of
the zodiac, the 12 hours of the clock, or the 12 tribes of Israel.



10. Partal

As you leave the Alhambra, stroll through the gardens with their
watercourses laid out in an area that used to have palaces of its own.

All you can see of them now are five porticoed arches. This area
leads up to the Generalife.

Partal

Kl Back to Moorish Granada: the Alhambra
EE Back to Top 10 Andalucia and the Costa del Sol Highlights



Moorish Granada: Generalife
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1.The Towers

Following the gardens of the Partal as you walk towards the
Generalife, you will encounter a number of restored Moorish towers

built into the wall. The Torre de los Picos, Torre del Cadi, Torre de la
Cautiva, Torre de las Infantas, Torre del Cabo de la Carrera and Torre
del Agua are all worth a look for their fine detail, as well as for the
views they command. The Torre de la Cautiva and the Torre de las
Infantas are twin tower-palaces with richly decorated rooms.

The Torre de los Picos

2.The Hill of the Sun



A footbridge flanked by two towers takes you over to the hill that rises
above the Alhambra. A vast summer palace once stood here, amid 75
acres (30 ha) of gardens, which predated the Alhambra by more than

a century, although little of it remains today.

3.Patio de los Cipreses

The Court of the Cypresses is also known as the Patio of the Sultana,
for this is where Zoraya, the wife of Boabdil, is said to have secretly
met her lover, the chief of the Abencerrajes clan. The sultan had the
chief's men massacred upon discovery of the infidelity. A 700-year-old
cypress tree commemorates the trysting place.

Patio de los Cipreses

4. The Name of the Garden

The word Generalife is generally considered to be a corruption of the
Arab phrase Djinat al-Arif, which can be translated as “the Architect’s
Garden” (referring to Allah) or simply the “Best” or “High” garden. The
Darro River was diverted 18 km (11 miles) to provide water for this
lush sanctuary.



5. Teatro

As you climb the hill, you will encounter the amphitheatre, nestled into
a tree-lined hollow. Dance performances and musical concerts are
offered here as part of an annual festival of the arts.

6. Jardines Altos

As you reach the entrance to the upper gardens, you will encounter
the Patio de Polo, where visitors would leave their horses before
ascending to the palace. On this level there is a series of fountains
and formal plantings, joined by walkways and copses.



Wisteria in the Jardines Altos

7.Jardines Nuevos

It is clear the “New Gardens,” also called the Lower Gardens, owe
little to Moorish taste. Hedges and formal patterns echo ltalian style,
but the sound of running water creates an atmosphere in keeping with
the Moorish ideal. In Islam, Paradise is defined as an oasis — a water
garden full of blossoms.



8. Patio de la Acequia

The “Court of the Long Pool” is the most famous water spectacle of
the garden. Perfectly proportioned pools are set off by rows of water
jets. At one end stands one of the complex’s most harmonious
buildings, the Sala Regia, with its decorated arcades and airy portico.

4

Patio de la Acequia

9.Escalera del Agua

These staircases above the palace, also known as the Camino de las
Cascadas, have handrails that double as watercourses. It is best

viewed in spring.

10. Leaving the Gardens

As you exit the gardens you will pass along the Paseo de las Adelfas
and the Paseo de los Cipreses, lined respectively with oleanders and
cypresses. Back to the Hill of the Sun, stroll down the pretty Cuesta



del Rey Chico to the Albaicin.
-

HISTORY OF THE ALHAMBRA

The castle was the last bastion of al-Andalus, the Moorish
hegemony that, at its height, included almost the entire Iberian
Peninsula. By 1237 the Christians had reconquered all but this
emirate. The Moors managed to flourish for some 250 years
longer, only falling to the forces of King Fernando and Queen
Isabel in 1492 (for further details see Moments in History). The
Generalife was the summer palace where the Moorish leaders
could escape political life and the bustling city below and relax in
the landscaped grounds. After centuries of neglect, and attempts
by Napoleon’s army to blow up the palace, the structures were
preserved in the early 19th century, after the American writer
Washington Irving inspired the world with his Tales of the
Alhambra.

Kl Back to Moorish Granada: the Alhambra
EE Back to Top 10 Andalucia and the Costa del Sol Highlights
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1.1glesia de Santa Ana

B C/Santa Ana 1
Q)
At the end of Plaza Nueva stands this 16th-century brick church in

Mudéjar style, built by Muslim artisans for Christian patrons. Inside the

main chapel is a coffered ceiling in the Moorish tradition. The bell
tower was originally a minaret.

Google Mapl



http://maps.google.com/?q=37.177483,-3.5945363&z=15&t=m
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Mudéjar-style Iglesia de Santa Ana

2.Paseo de los Tristes

K| Google Map

The broad tree-lined esplanade follows the course of the river
upstream. It once accommodated tournaments, processions and
funeral corteges, but now bars and restaurants dominate the scene.

3.Casa de Castril

H Carrera del Darro 43 « Centro Cultural CajaGranada: Av de
la Ciencia 2 » 600 14 31 41 « Closed for renovation


http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1789999,-3.589848&z=15&t=m

9

This ornate 16th-century mansion was originally owned by the
secretary to King Fernando and Queen Isabel. Since 1879 it has
served as the Archaeological and Ethnological Museum, displaying
artifacts from Granada’s past, from the Paleolithic era up until the
Reconquest in 1492. Although it is currently closed for renovations,

some of its finest pieces are on show at the Centro Cultural
CajaGranada.

4.lglesia de San Pedro y San Pablo
H Carrera del Darro 2
Q|

Across from the Casa de Castril, this church, built in the 1500s,

graces an attractive spot on the banks of the river. From here you can
see the Alhambra dominating the landscape.

5.Real Chancilleria

H Plaza del Padre Suarez 1
Q]

The austerely impressive Royal Chancery dates from 1530, built
shortly after the reconquista as part of the futile attempt to Christianize

this Moorish quarter. The palace is attributed to architect Diego de
Siloé.


http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1789015,-3.5911967&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1785683,-3.5912783&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1772653,-3.5955707&z=15&t=m

Real Chancilleria, now the high court

6.El Bafiuelo (Bafios Arabes)

H Carrera del Darro 31 « 958 22 97 38 » Open 10am-2pm
Tue—Sat

K| Google Map

Dating from the 11th century, these are the best preserved Moorish
baths in Spain. They comprise several rooms that were used for
changing, meeting, massage and bathing.


http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1783137,-3.5929219&z=15&t=m

- -l —

The old Moorish baths of El Bariuelo

7.El Mirador de San Nicolas

K| Google Map

In front of the Iglesia de San Nicolas, this magnificent terrace has
such lovely views of the Alhambra and the Sierra Nevada that it has
long been dubbed EI Mirador (“The Lookout Point”) de San Nicolas.
The views are extraordinary at sunset, when the Alhambra glows
softly ochre and the often snowcapped Sierra Nevada radiates pink in

the distance.

Alhambra as seen from El Mirador de San Nicolas


http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1813349,-3.5926525&z=15&t=m

8.Plaza Larga

K| Google Map

From the Paseo de los Tristes follow Calle Panaderos to reach this
busy market square, where you’ll find mostly produce stalls as well as
cheap eateries and bars. The square sports an Islamic gateway with a
typically angled entrance as part of what remains of the upper
fortifications. This is the Arco de las Pesas — if you pass through it you
will come to the Albaicin’s most popular square, Plaza San Nicolas.

9.Tearooms

O
As you wander around the labyrinth of whitewashed houses and tiny
sloping alleyways of the Albaicin quarter you will encounter many
tearooms — a Moroccan tradition that is very much alive in this
quarter. Possibly the best one, La Teteria del Banuelo, consists of a
series of rooms set amid delightful gardens. Here you can sip your
minty brew, nibble honeyed sweets and contemplate the timeless
panorama.

Google Mapl

10.Moroccan Shops

O
Check out the hilly streets off Calle Elvira, especially Calderia Vieja
and Calderia Nueva, for typically Moroccan shops. The scene is
indistinguishable from what you would find in Morocco itself, with the

colourful wares spilling out onto the pavements (for further details see
Traditional Handicrafts).

e
SACROMONTE GYPSY CAVES

Leaving the Albaicin quarter to the north, follow the Camino del
Sacromonte to reach the hill of the same name. The so-called

Google Mapl



http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1826773,-3.5934268&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1786435,-3.5931043&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.1772677,-3.5971969&z=15&t=m

“Holy Hill” is most noted for the presence of some 3,500 caves
traditionally inhabited by gypsies (for further details see Aspects
of Gypsy Culture). For more than six centuries, the zone has
been notorious for wild goings-on, most especially zambras,
impromptu gypsy fiestas of flamenco music and dance, and
outsiders have always been welcome to witness their cultural
celebrations. Today some 80 per cent of the caves are still
occupied and several of them continue to operate as venues for
tourist spectacles.

El Back to Moorish Granada: the Alhambra
B2 Back to Top 10 Andalucia and the Costa del Sol Highlights



B2 Back to Top 10 Andalucia and the Costa del Sol Highlights

€9 SEVILLE CATHEDRAL AND LA
GIRALDA

In 1248, after some 500 years of Islamic rule, Seville was
reconquered by Christian forces, who threatened the Moorish
inhabitants with full-scale massacre if they damaged any of
the city’s magnificent edifices. Pragmatically, the conquerors
simply rededicated the huge Almohad mosque to the Virgin
and for about 150 years used it as their principal place of
worship. In 1401, the building was demolished. It took just
over a century to erect a new cathedral of unprecedented
proportions on its rectangular base.

NEED TO KNOW

B Plaza Virgen de los Reyes * 954 21 49 71 »
www.catedraldesevilla.es « guided tours and rooftop
tours: www.cubiertasdelacatedral.com; audioguides free
4:30-6pm Mon with reservation « Open 11am-3:30pm
Mon, 11am-5pm Tue—Sat, 2:30—6pm Sun; services:
Oct—May: 8:30am Mon-Fri (Capilla Real), 9am Mon—Fri
(Capilla de la Antigua) « Adm: €9 (includes access to La
Giralda)

e For great views head to the rooftop bar at EME
Catedral Hotel.
e It's an easygoing climb up La Giralda, on ramps.


http://www.catedraldesevilla.es
http://www.cubiertasdelacatedral.com
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1. Exterior and Scale

In sheer cubic vastness, Seville Cathedral is the largest Christian
church in the world, and there’s a certificate from the Guinness Book
of Records on display here to prove it. It measures 126 m (415 ft) by
83 m (270 ft) and the nave rises to 43 m (140 ft). The best place to
take it all in is from La Giralda.



The impressive exterior of Seville Cathedral

2.Cathedral Paintings

There are around 600 paintings throughout the cathedral, from the
entrance pavilion to the sacristies, together with sculptures from the
17th-century Sevillian School, which included artists Bartolomé
Esteban Murillo, Francisco de Zurbaran and Francisco Pacheco.

3.Puerta del Perdon

The “Gate of Forgiveness” is set in a crenellated wall and is the main
entrance to the one surviving part of the mosque. The arch and
bronze doors are a masterpiece of Almohad art, carved with 880
Koranic inscriptions. Sculpted Renaissance elements include a bas-
relief of the Expulsion of the Moneychangers from the Temple.

4.Sacristia de los Calices

Part of the cathedral’s treasury is housed here. The anteroom
displays the Tenebrario, a 7.8-m (25-ft) Plateresque candelabrum
used during Holy Week. Inside, the star turns are a painting by Goya
of Seville’s patron saints, Justa and Rufina, as well as canvases by



Zurbaran, Jordaens and other Masters.

5.Sacristia Mayor

The Main Sacristy is dominated by a dome, designed in the 16th
century. The centrepiece of the sacristy is a 450-kg (990-Ib), 3-m (10-
ft) silver Baroque monstrance created by Juan de Arfe.

The magnificent interior of Sacristia Mayor

6.Patio de los Naranjos

The Courtyard of Orange Trees was the place where ritual ablutions
were performed before entering the mosque for prayer.

7.Interior

The vast Gothic arches that line the nave inside the cathedral are so
high that the space within the building is said to have its own
independent climate.

8.La Giralda

This grand tower is the symbol of Seville, built between 1172 and
1195. It takes its name from the weathervane on top, called E/



Giraldillo.

The majestic La Giralda

9.Sala Capitular

The Chapter House contains Murillo’s Immaculate Conception in the
vault and boasts a lavish marble floor.



10. Capilla Mayor

The main altar’s tour de force is its 15th- century retablo — the world’s
largest altarpiece. Composed of gilded carved wood, it features some
45 Biblical scenes employing some 1,000 figures.

Retablo at Capilla Mayor
.

SEMANA SANTA FESTIVITIES

Seville’s Holy Week celebrations leading up to Easter (for further
details see Semana Santa) are Andalucia’s richest. Here, 61
cofradias (brotherhoods) compete to bear aloft the most well-
dressed Virgin in mourning and an image from the Passion of
Christ. Floats are carried by costaleros (bearers), while the
processions are lead by nazarenos — penitents in hoods.

Kl Back to Seville Cathedral and La Giralda
EE Back to Top 10 Andalucia and the Costa del Sol Highlights
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€9 REAL ALCAZAR, SEVILLE

This extensive complex embodies a series of palatial rooms
and spaces from various ages. The front towers and walls
are the oldest surviving section, dating from AD 913 and built
by the Emir of Cérdoba, Abd ar-Rahman Ill, most likely on
the ruins of Roman barracks. A succession of caliphs added
their dazzling architectural statements over the ensuing
centuries. Then came the Christian kings, particularly Pedro |
in the 14th century, and finally the rather perfunctory 16th-
century apartments of Carlos V.

NEED TO KNOW

H Patio de Banderas * 954 50 23 24 -
www.alcazarsevilla.org « Open Apr—Sep: 9:30am—7pm
daily; Oct—Mar: 9:30am—5pm daily « closed 1 & 6 Jan,
Good Friday, 25 Dec + Adm: €9.50; free Mon (Apr-Sep:
6—7pm; Oct—Mar: 4-5pm)
Q|
e A flow-control entry system allows a limited number
of people into the Alcazar every half hour. To avoid
long waits, visit at off-peak times.
e There are dramatized 30-minute evening tours with
re-enactments of important moments in the Alcazar’s
history; book tickets in advance.


http://www.alcazarsevilla.org
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.384004629992845,-5.991777062399706&z=15&t=m

) Patio del Yeso

Sala de Justicia @ D Gardens

&) Palacio Gético

Puerta del Ledn €

Casa de la Contratacion @

) Salon de Embajadores

Patio de la Monteria @ @ Patio de las Muiiecas

1.Puerta del Leon

The entrance gate into the first courtyard is flanked by original
Almohad walls. Note the Gothic and Arabic inscriptions on the interior
facade.




The spectacular Puerta del Ledn

2.5ala de Justicia

Here and in adjacent halls and courts is some of the purest Mudéjar
art commissioned by Alfonso Xl of Castile around 1330 and executed
by craftsmen from Granada. The star-shaped coffered ceiling and fine
plasterwork are quite exquisite.

3. Patio de las Munecas

The intimate Courtyard of the Dolls was the private living room of the
palace and supposedly gets its name from two faces carved into the
base of one of the arches.

4. Patio de las Doncellas

The Courtyard of the Maidens commemorates the annual tribute of
100 virgins delivered to the Moorish rulers by the Christians. Look out
for the fine azulejos (tiles).



Interior of Patio de las Doncellas

5.Salon de Embajadores

The most brilliant room in the entire Alcazar. Its crowning glory is the



dazzling dome of carved, painted and gilded wood, constructed by
craftsmen from Toledo and completed in 1366.

The astounding dome of Salon de Embajadores

6.Patio de la Monteria

The Hunting Courtyard has 14th-century Mudéjar decorative work — a
perfect mix of cultural influences.

7.Casa de la Contratacion

The halls in the House of Trade are where Fernando and Isabel met
with the explorers of the New World.

8.Patio del Yeso

The secluded Courtyard of Plaster, greatly restored, is one of the few
remnants of the 12th-century palace. The delicate stucco work
features scalloped arches and is set off by a garden with water
channels.



The intricate arches at Patio del Yeso

9.Palacio Gotico

In a refurbished 13th-century Gothic structure built by Alfonso X the
Wise, this palace has a rather inharmonious Renaissance style.

10. Gardens

Moorish touches — fountains, pools, orange groves, palms and
hedgerows — abound in these gardens. Concerts and events are held
here on summer evenings.



PEDRO|

Few Spanish kings have received such contradictory press over
the centuries as Pedro | (1350-69). Called both “the Cruel” — el
Cruel — and “the Just” — el Justiciero — he killed his own brother in
order to consolidate his position and flaunted his cohabitation
with his mistress Maria de Padilla. The Alcazar we see today is
almost entirely the result of Pedro’s rebuilding programme,
primarily so that he and Maria would have a cosy place of retreat.

Kl Back to Real Alcazar, Seville
EE Back to Top 10 Andalucia and the Costa del Sol Highlights
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¢ CORDOBA

The main sight in Cdérdoba is undoubtedly the Great Mosque,
La Mezquita — one of the unsurpassed masterpieces of world
architecture. But the entire city is a jewel in Andalucia’s
crown. In addition to the mosque and its incongruous but
splendid cathedral within, other sights here include fine
monuments and palaces from every age, art and history
museums, one of Andalucia’s greatest archaeological
repositories, and a museum dedicated to the history of the
bullfight.
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NEED TO KNOW
R Alcazar and Barios « Campo Santo de los Matrtires °



957 42 01 61 « Summer: 8:30am-2:30pm Tue-Sat,
9:30am-2:30pm Sun & hols; winter: 8:30am—-8:45pm
Tue—Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm Sat (to 2:30pm Sun) « Adm:
Alcazar €4.50 (€7 Mon), Barios €2.50

Q|

B Museo de Bellas Artes * Plaza del Potro 1« 957 10 36
59 « Summer: 9am-3:30pm Tue—Sun; winter: 9am—
8:30pm Tue-Sat (to 3:30pm Sun) « Adm: €1.50

Q|

B Museo Arqueologico * Plaza Jeronimo Paez 7 « 957
35 55 17 « Open as Museo de Bellas Artes « Adm:
€1.50

Q|

H Palacio de los Marqueses de Viana * Plaza Don
Gome 2+ 957 49 67 41 « Summer: 9am-3pm Tue—Sun;
winter: 10am—7pm Tue—Sat (to 3pm Sun) - Adm: €8

Q|

B Museo Torre de la Calahorra « Puente Romano « 957
29 39 29 « May—Sep: 10am—-2pm, 4:30-8:30pm daily;
Oct—Apr: 10am—6pm daily « Adm: €4.50

Q|

1.La Mezquita

The world’s third-largest mosque remains a place of immense
grandeur and mystical power (for further details see La Mezquita,
Cordoba).

2.Plaza del Potro


http://maps.google.com/?q=37.8757136,-4.7821912&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.3924222,-5.9999152&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.3708723,-5.9871483&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.8883959,-4.7739512&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.8756622,-4.7765261&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.8790083,-4.7795217&z=15&t=m

9

This small but elegant square, adorned with a 16th-century fountain,
was once Coérdoba’s livestock market.

3.Juderia
Q]

All around the Mezquita is the city’s ancient Jewish quarter, dating
back to the time of the Roman Empire. Its narrow alleyways are
brilliantly whitewashed, hung with flowerpots, and graced with

beautiful Moorish patios. This district also has Andalucia’s only
medieval synagogue.


http://maps.google.com/?q=37.880801,-4.774631999999997&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.881249,-4.78176899999994&z=15&t=m

Tourists exploring the streets of Juderia



4.Palacio de los Marqueses de Viana

K| Google Map

A former noble residence (14th- to 18th-century), the museum
includes preserved period rooms and furnishings.

5.Banos del Alcazar Califal

K| Google Map

Built in the 10th century, these Arab baths use the classical order of
Roman baths, with cold, warm and hot rooms.

Barios del Alcazar Califal


http://maps.google.com/?q=37.8883959,-4.7739512&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.877824,-4.7822424&z=15&t=m

6.Museo Torre de la Calahorra

K| Google Map
Part of a Moorish castle that controlled access to the city, the tower
now houses the Roger Garaudy Three Cultures Museum, which
explains how all religions lived side by side in medieval Cérdoba and
houses exhibits from the time. There are great views of the city from
the tower.



http://maps.google.com/?q=37.8756622,-4.7765261&z=15&t=m

An exhibit at Museo Torre de la Calahorra

7.Museo Arqueologico

K| Google Map

Housed in a Renaissance mansion is this excellent archaeological
museum. One highlight is the 10th-century Moorish bronze of a stag,


http://maps.google.com/?q=37.3708723,-5.9871483&z=15&t=m

which was found at Medina Azahara.

8. Puente Romano

K| Google Map

Crossing the Rio Guadalquivir, this bridge has Roman foundations

Halfway across, a statue honours Archangel Raphael, said to have
saved the city from the plague.

Puente Romano

9. Museo de Bellas Artes

K| Google Map

A former 16th-century charity hospital is now the city’s main art
museum. It has a collection of works by local painters and sculptors,

as well as paintings and drawings by masters such as Goya, Ribera,
Murillo Valdés Leal and Zurbaran.

10. Alcazar de los Reyes Cristianos

K| Google Map



http://maps.google.com/?q=37.8770578,-4.7784282&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.3924222,-5.9999152&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=37.8760196,-4.782099&z=15&t=m

This fortified palace, built in 1328, was used by the Inquisition (1500s—
1820) and as a prison (until the 1950s). But today it is tranquil, with
gardens, water terraces and fountains.

Alcazar de los Reyes Cristianos
.

MULTICULTURAL TRADITION

Cordoba’s brilliance owes much to its rich multicultural history. Its
most important edifices are emblematic of the cross-fertilization
of Islamic, Christian and Jewish cultures. In the 10th century,
Cordoba was the spiritual and scientific centre of the Western
World, due to its policy of religious tolerance (for further details
see Moorish Sophistication). After the reconquista, many non-
Christian thinkers were banished and the city fell into decline.

Kl Back to Cérdoba
B Back to Top 10 Andalucia and the Costa del Sol Highlights
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€9 LA MEZQUITA, CORDOBA

Although it has officially been a Christian site for almost nine
centuries, La Mezquita’s identity as a mosque is inescapable
— n