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Preface

Everyday words we know as well as we know our own names, and we
use them as naturally as breathing. But what about those thousands of
other words that we can’t quite commit to memory—but that come up
all the time in reading, in meetings, or in the classroom? Words like
lucubrate (‘discourse learnedly in writing”), demesne (‘land attached to
a manor’), and cynosure (‘a person or thing that is the center of atten-
tion or admiration’) hover on the margins of our vocabularies. We run
across such words from time to time, and when we do we may not know
quite what they mean, or we simply draw a blank.

The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words presents the words we really
need to know, without the added burden of those we never look up. The
definitions are concise and clear, and are enhanced by sentences and
phrases that show the word, or a certain sense of it, used in context.
Usage notes are there to help make your use of words more precise and
powerful.

This dictionary will help you understand words outside your every-
day “working” vocabulary, words that are too learned, specialized, or
highbrow for day-to-day usage. Abundant cross references help distin-
guish words that are related (‘deism’ and ‘theism’) or opposite (‘eso-
teric’ and ‘exoteric’). The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words is a handy
reference that can be carried with you to enhance your reading and
learning experience wherever you go.



How to Use the
Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words

The “entry map” below explains the different parts of an entry.

Syllabification Pronunciation Parts of speech

set off with in italic
vertical lines V

Bold face—lslitsereate |i(1}'litarit| - adj. unable 10 read /pross references

main entry O Write: Ais parents were iWiterate. Cf. INNU- 111 SMALL CAPITALS
MERATE,
Grammar B [with submadifier] ignorant in a particular sub-
information in /""fi-ect O activity: the extent fo which vorers are Examples in fafic
square brackets [ ] politically lliterare. ® unculmured or poorly ed-

ucated: an ignorant, dfiterate Town Council.
Subsenses ——  (esp. of a plece of writing) showing a lack
signaled by w of education, esp. an inabiliry to read or write
well. = 2. 2 person who is unable to read or Phrases in
write.
. . ; bold face
PHRASES: functionally illiterate lacking
the literacy necessary for coping with most
jobs and many everyday situations,
DERIVATIVES: iblitsersarscy |-388| n il
Lit*er-atesly adv, il-lit*er-ate*ness n.

Phrases section

Derivatives section

Deerivatives in
bold face

Main entries and other boldface forms

Main entries appear in boldface type, as do inflected forms, idioms and
phrases, and derivatives. The words PHRASES and DERIVATIVES introduce those
elements. Main entries and derivatives of two or more syllables show syllab-
ification with centered dots.

Parts of speech

Each new part of speech is introduced by a small centered dot.

Senses and subsenses

The main sense of each word follows the part of speech and any gram-
matical infermation (e.g., [trans.] before a verb definition). If there are two or
more main senses for a word, these are numbered in boldface. Closely relat-
ed subsenses of each main sense are introduced by a solid black box. In the
entry for illiterate above, the main sense of “unable to read or write” is fal-
lowed by several related senses, including “ignorant in a particular subject or
activity” and “uncultured or poorly educated.”



viii How to Use

Example sentences

Example sentences are shown in italic typeface; certain common expres-
sions appear in bold italic typeface within examples (e.g., “immunity from”
in the example the rebels were given immaunity from prosecution).

Cross references

Cross references to main entries appear in small capitals. For example, in
the entry illiterate seen previously, a cross reference is given in small capi-
tals to the entry for INNUMERATE.

Usage notes

Usage notes appear in boxes after the entry to which they refer:

lateter |'lzpac| « adi. (attib] 1 siteared or oc-
curring nearer to the end of something than
o the beginning: the fatter half of 1989

& belonging to the final stages of something,
esp. of a person’s life: heart disease dogged his
larter years. Mrecent: the project has had low
cash flows int fatter vears, 2 (the latter} denor-
ing the second or second mentioned of twao
people or things: rhe Russians could advonce
wmte either Germany or Austria—rthey chose the
Latter oprion,
USAGE; Latter means ‘'the second-
mentioned of two.” 1ts use to mean ‘the last-
mentioned of three or more’ is common,
but is considerad incorrect by some because
latter means ‘later’ rather than ‘latest.” Last
or last-mentioned is preferred where three or
more things are involved.

Appendix

A handy appendix at the back of the book features a list of prefixes, suf-
fixes, and combining forms with a brief gloss of each form’s meaning and
examples of words in which it appears.
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Key to the Pronunciations

This dictionary uses a simple respelling system to show how entries are pro-
nounced, using the following symbols:

® as in hat |heet|, fashion |'feesHan|, carry |'kaerég|
a asin day |da|, rate |rat|, maid |mad|, prey |pra|
i asin lot |lat|, father |'faTHor|, barnyard |'birn,yird |
b asin big |big|
CH as in church |cHarcH|, picture |'pikCHar|
d asin dog |dog|,bed |bed|
@ asin men |men|, bet |bet|, ferry |'fere|
@ asin feet |fet|, receive |ri'sév|
er as in air |er|, care |ker|
&) as in about |a'bowt|, soda |'sods|, mother |'maTHoar|,
person |'parsan|
f asin free |fré|, graph |gref|, tough |tof|
g asin get |get|, exist |ig'zist|, egg |eg|
h as in her |hor|, behave |bi'hav|
i as in guild |gild|, women |'wimin|
i asin time |[tim|, fight |fit|, guide |gid|, hire |hir|
ir asin ear |ir|, beer |bir|, pierce |pirs|
j asin judge |jsj|, carriage |'kerij|
k as in kettle |'ketl|, cut | kat|
1 asin lap |lep|, cellar | 'selar|, cradie | 'kradl|
m asin main |man|, dam |dem|
n as in _"honor |'dnar|, maiden | 'madn |
NG asin Sing |[siNG |, anger |'&NGgoar |
0 asin go |go|, promote |pra'mot|
0 asin law |16|, thought | THOt|, lore | 16r|
oi as in boy | boi|, noisy |'noizé |
as in wood | wood |, football | 'foot,bdl|, sure | sHOOr|
00 as in food |f6od|, music |'mycozik |
ow as in mouse | mows |, coward | 'kowsrd |
p as in put | poot|,cap | kep| -

r asin run | ran|, fur | for|, spirit | 'spirit|



Key to the Pronunciations xi

s as in sit | sit|, lesson |'lesan|

SH as iz shut | sHat|, social | 'sosHal|, action | 'mksHan |
T asin top | tip|, seat | set|

i as in butter | 'bogor|, forty | 'fortz |, bottle | 'bitt!
TH as iz thin |THIn|, truth |treoTH |

TH as in then |Taen|, father |'fargsr|

v as in never |'nevar|, very | 'verd|

w as in wait |wat|, quick | kwik|

hyw a5 in when | (hywen|, which | (h)wicH|

v as in yet |yetr|, accuse | a'kyooz|

z as tn zipper | 'zipsr|, musician | myeo'zisHan |

ZH as tn measure |'mezHat |, Vision | 'vizHan |

Foreign Sounds

KH as in Bach | bixH|

N asin en route |4iN 'reor|, Rodin |r5'deN|

e as i hors d’oeuvre |or 'deevrs|, Goethe |'geta|
Y as in Lully |1v'l2 |, Utrecht | 'y trexmt|

Cutbacks

A hyphen will replace a section of a pronunciation when that section would
be repeated redundantly. Cutbacks will occur primarily in three areas:

a) where the headword has a variant pronunciation:
quasiparticle | kwazi'pirtakal, kwizs-|

b) in derivative blocks:
dangle |'daNGgsl|
dangler |-glor|
dangly |-gig|

Note: Cutbacks always refer back to the headword pronunciation,
not the preceding derivative.

¢) at irregular plurals:
parenthesis | pa'renTHosis |
parentheses |-séz|

Stress marks

Stress marks are placed before the affected syllable, The primary stress mark
is a short vertical line above the letters ['} and signifies greater pronuncia-
tion emphasis should be placed on that syllable. The secondary stress mark
is a short vertical line below the letters [, ] and signifies a weaker pronunci-
ation emphasis.



xii Key to the Pronunciations

Additional information

+ Some pronunciations show a letter within parenthesis to indicate this as
a variant pronunciation. For example, some people say the d in sand-
wich, others do not.

« Variant pronunciations, separated by semicolons, are generally listed
with the more common pronunciation first.

+ A hyphen sometimes serves to separate syllables where the pronuncia-
tion would otherwise be confusing.

* Generally, only the first of two identical headwords will have a pronun-
ciation given.

* Where a derivative adds a common suffix to the headword, the deriva-
tive may not have a pronunciation. A pronunciation will not be shown
for suffixes such as *-less,” “-ness,” “-ly,” each time they appear in de-
rivatives,



abeaescus |'azbokas| - z. (pl. abacuses) 1 an
oblong frame with rows of wires or grooves
along which beads (originally calculi) are slid,
used for calculating. 2 (in architecture) the
flat slab on top of a capital, supporting the ar-
chitrave (the main horizontal beam).

acbase |>'bas| « 2. [trans.] behave in a way so
as to belittle or degrade (someone): I warched
my colleagues abasing themselves before the
board of trustees.

DERIVATIVES: a*base’ment n.

a*bash |a'bzsH| +o. [trans]{usu. as adj]
(abashed) cause to feel embarrassed, dis-
concerted, or ashamed: she was not abashed at
being caught.

DERIVATIVES: a*bashement 7.

a*bate |5'bat| « ». [intrans.} (of something per-

; ceived as hostile, threatening, or negative) be-
come less intense or widespread: the storm
suddenly abated.

B [trans.] cause to become smaller or less in-
tense: nothing abated his crusading zeal.
| {trans.] (in law) lessen, reduce, or remove (a
nuisance): this action would not have been suf-
ficient to abate the odor nuisance.

abeatetoir |'zbs,twiir| « n. a slaughterhouse.

abebresevieate |o'breve,at| » 2. [trans] (usu. be
abbreviated) shorten (a word, phrase, or
text): the business of artists and repertory, com-
monly abbreviated A&R | [as adj.] (abbrevi-
ated) an abbreviated version of the earlier work.
Cf. ABRIDGE.

abediecate |'zbdi kat| « v. [intrans.] (of a mon-
arch) renounce one’s throne: in 1918 Kaiser
Wilhelm abdicated as German emperor | [trans.]
Ferdinand abdicated the throne in favor of the
emperor’s brother.

| [trans.] fail to fulfill or undertake (a responsi-
bility or duty): the government was accused of
abdicating its responsibility | [intrans.] faced with
possible controversy, the editors abdicated and
ran an unrelated story.
DERIVATIVES: abediscastion |-'kasHan| n.

abedo*men |'zbdomoan; &b'doman| « n. the
part of the body of a vertebrate containing the
digestive organs; the belly. In humans and
other mammals it is contained between the
diaphragm and the pelvis.

m Zoology the posterior part of an arthropod’s
body, esp. the segments of an insect’s body
behind the thorax.

DERIVATIVES: absdomei*nal |=b'dimoanl|
adj.

abeduct |zb'dakt| « 2. [trans.] 1 take (some-
one) away illegally by force or deception; kid-
nap: the executive who disappeared may have
been abducted. 2 (of a muscle) move (a limb
or part) away from the midline of the body or
from another part.

DERIVATIVES: abeducetion #n. abeducetor

n.
a*hbeam |2'bém| .adv. on a line at right
angles to a ship’s or an aircraft’s length.

a

m (abeam of) opposite the middle of (a ship
or aircraft): she was lying almost abeam of us.
a*beeceedarei’an | abese'deréon| . adj.
1 arranged alphabetically: in abecedarian se-
quence. 2 rudimentary; elementary: had only
an abecedarian understanding of the technology.
» n. a person who is just learning; a novice.
abeererant | 'eborant; o'ber-| « adj. departing
from an accepted standard: aberrant behavior.

B diverging from the normal type: aberrant
chromosomes.
DERIVATIVES: absererance n. abeererane
cy |-ansé| n. abeererantsly adv.

abeereraction | zbs'rasHan| « 7. a departure
from what is normal, usual, or expected, typ-
ically one that is unwelcome.

® 3 person whose beliefs or behavior are unu-
sual or unacceptable. Wa departure from
someone’s usual moral character or mental
ability, typically for the worse. 8 (in biology)
a characteristic that deviates from the normal
type. B the failure of light rays to converge at
one focus because of a defect in a lens or mir-
ror. 8 the apparent displacement of a celestial
object from its true position, caused by the
relative motion of the observer and the ob-
ject.

DERIVATIVES: abeererastioneal |-sH3l| ad).
acbet |o'bet| « 2. (abetted, abetting) [trans.]
encourage or assist (someone) to do some-
thing wrong, in particular, to commit a crime
or other offense: he was found guilty of aiding
and abetting others.
DERIVATIVES: a*betement 7. asbetstor |3
'betar| (also asbeteter) ~.

a*beyeance |s'basns| - #. a state of tempo-
rary disuse or suspension: marters were held
in abeyance pending further inquirtes.

m (in legal use) the position of being without,
or waiting for, an owner or claimant: rhe estate
is in abeyance.

DERIVATIVES: a*beyeant |3'baant| adj.
abehor |zb'hér| 2. (abhorred, abhor-

ring) [trans.] regard with disgust and hatred.

DERIVATIVES: abshorerer 7.

abehorerent |zb'horant; -'hir-| « adj. inspir-
ing disgust and loathing; repugnant: snakes
are abhorrent to many.

acbide |o'bid| » 2. 1 [intrans.] (abide by) ac-
cept or act in accordance with (a rule, deci-
sion, or recommendation): I said I would abide
by their decision. 2 [trans] (can/could not
abide) be unable to tolerate (someone or
something): if there is one thing I cannot abide
it s a lack of discipline. 3 [intrans.] (of a feeling
or a memory) continue without fading or be-
ing lost.

u live; dwell.

ab ineieti*o | zb 3'nisHE, 5 | « adv. from the be-
ginning (used chiefly in formal or legal con-
texts): the agreement should be declared void ab
initio. « adj. [attrib.] starting from the begin-
ning: ke was instructing ab tnitio pilots.



abiotic

asbisoteic | abi'dtik| -adj. physical rather
than biological; not derived from living
organisms.

8 devoid of life; sterile. Cf. BIOTA.

abeject |'xb jekt; &b'jekt| « adj. 1 [attrib.] (of a
situation or condition) extremely bad, un-
pleasant, and degrading: abject poverty.

B (of an unhappy state of mind) experienced
to the maximum degree: his letter plunged her
into abject misery. @ (of a failure) absolute and
humiliating. 2 (of a person or their behavior)
completely without pride or dignity; self-
abasing: an abject apology.

DERIVATIVES: abejecetion |&b'jeksHan]| n.
abejectely adv. abejecteness n.

abejure |zb'jcor| .. [trans.] solemnly re-
nounce (a belief, cause, or claim): to abjure the
Catholic faith.
DERIVATIVES:
'rasHan| n.

abelastion |a'blasHon| « 7. 1 the surgical re-
moval of body tissue. 2 the removal of snow
and ice by melting or evaporation, typically
from a glacier or iceberg.

# the erosion of rock, typically by wind action.
DERIVATIVES: abelate |a'blat]| v.

abelastive | 'zblativ| « adj. [attrib.] 1 relating to
or denoting a case (esp. in Latin) of nouns
and pronouns (and words in grammatical
agreement with them) indicating separation
or an agent, instrument, or location. 2 (of sur-
gical treatment) involving ablation. 3 of,
relating to, or subject to ablation through
melting or vaporization: the spacecraft’s abla-
tive heat shield. «n. a word in the ablative
case.

® (the ablative) the ablative case.

abelaut | 'ablowt| « 7. a change of vowel in re-
lated words or forms, e.g., in Germanic
strong verbs (e.g., in sing, sang, sung).

abelustion |2'bloosHan | « . (usu. ablutions)
the act of washing oneself (often used for hu-
morously formal effect). the women performed
their ablutions.

¥ a ceremonial act of washing parts of the body
or sacred containers.

DERIVATIVES: abelute v. abelustionearey
|-neré| adj.

abeneegate |'zbnigat| « v. [trans.] renounce
or reject (something desired, expected, or
valuable): attempts to abnegate personal respon-
sibility.
DERIVATIVES: abenesgastor |- gatsr| n.

abeneergaction | abni'gasHan| . n. the act of
renouncing or rejecting something: abnega-
tion of political power.

m (also self-abnegation) self-denial.

abenoremal |zb'nérmal| «adj. deviating
from what is normal or usual, typically in a
way that is undesirable or worrying: the pa-
tient’s abnormal behavior.

DERIVATIVES: abenoremalsly adv.
a*bolsish |s'bilisH| « v [trans.] formally put
an end to (a system, practice, or institution):
the monarchy was abolished in 1959.
DERIVATIVES: asbolsisheer n. asbolsishe
ment n. a*boelistion »n.
abeorlistioneist | &ba'lisHanist| « 7. a person

abejucrastion | z&bja

abridge

who favors the abolition of a practice or insti-
tution, esp. capital punishment or (in US his-
tory, usu. Abolutionist) slavery.
DERIVATIVES: abeoclictionsism 7.

a*bomeienacble |a'bim(3)nabal| « ad). caus-
ing moral revulsion: the Gestapo’s abominable
cruelty.

B informal very unpleasant: a cup of abominable
soup.

DERIVATIVES: asbomeisnasbly |-ble| adv.
asbomeienate | 5'biams,nat| - v. [trans.} regard

with intense aversion; detest; loathe.

DERIVATIVES: asbomeisnastor |- nator| n.

asbomeienaction |s5bimo'nasHon| .n a
thing that causes disgust or hatred: the Phar-
isees regarded Gentiles as an abomination to God
| concrete abominations masquerading as hotels.

W 3 feeling of hatred: their abomination of indul-
gence.

abeorrigeienal | zba'rijanl | « adj. (of peoples,
animals, and plants) inhabiting or existing in
a land from the earliest times or from before
the arrival of colonists; indigenous.

B (Aboriginal) of or relating to the Australian
Aboriginals or their languages. « n. an abo-
riginal inhabitant of a place.

® (Aboriginal) a person belonging to one of
the indigenous peoples of Australia. any of
the numerous Australian Aboriginal lan-
guages.

USAGE: Aboriginals (rather than Aborig-
ines) is now the preferred plural form when
referring to Australian Aboriginal peoples.

asboretiefascient |5 boérta'fasHant| -« ad).
(chiefly of a drug) causing abortion. «#. an
abortifacient drug.

asboretive |3'bortiv| « adj. 1 failing to pro-
duce the intended result: Par made two abor-
tive attempts at suicide. 2 (of an organ or
organism) rudimentary; arrested in develop-
ment: abortive medusae.

B (of a virus infection) failing to produce
symptoms. B acting to counter the develop-
ment of a disease. 3 [attrib.] causing or result-
ing in abortion: abortive techniques.
DERIVATIVES: asboretiveely adv.

ab 0°vo |zb 6v0; db| « adv. from the very be-
ginning.

asbrade |s'brad| « o [trans] scrape or wear
away by friction or erosion: a landscape slowly
abraded by a fine, stinging dust.
DERIVATIVES: asbradeer n. asbrasion n.

asbraesive |a'brasiv; -ziv| «adj. (of a sub-
stance or material) capable of polishing or
cleaning a hard surface by rubbing or grind-
ing.

¥ tending to rub or graze the skin: the trees were
abrasive to the touch. ® (of sounds or music)
rough to the ear; harsh: fast abrasive rhthyms.
8 (of a person or manner) showing little con-
cern for the feelings of others; harsh: ker abra-
stve and arrogant personal style won her few
friends. +n. a substance used for grinding,
polishing, or cleaning a hard surface.

asbridge |a'brij| v ([trans] (usu. be
abridged) 1 shorten (a book, movie, speech,
or other text) without substantially compro-




abrogate

mising the sense: the 900-page novel has been
abridged | [as adj.] (abridged) an abridged rext
of the speech. 2 curtail (rights or privileges):
even the right 10 free speech can be abridged.
DERIVATIVES: asbridgeer n. acbridge
ment (also asbridgeement) .

aberoegate |'abro,gat| « v [trans] repeal or
do away with (a law, right, or formal agree-
ment): a proposal to abrogate the right to strike.
DERIVATIVES: aberoegaction | &brao'ga-
SHan| n.

aberupetion |s'bropsHon| % the sudden
breaking away of a portion from a mass.

m (also placental abruption) separation of
the placenta from the wall of the uterus, esp.
when it occurs prematurely during preg-
nancy.

abescess |'zb,ses| « 7. a swollen area within
body tissue, caused by infection, containing
an accumulation of pus.

abescisesion |zb'sizHon| « 7. 1 a cutting off
or violent separation. 2 the natural detach-
ment of parts of a plant, typically dead leaves
and ripe fruit.

DERIVATIVES: abescind v. abescise |-'siz|

.

abescond |=b'skind| « . [intrans.] leave hur-
riedly and secretly, typically to avoid detec-
tion of or arrest for an unlawful action such
as theft: she absconded with the remaining thou-
sand dollars.

B (of someone on bail) fail to surrender one-
self for custody at the appointed time. 8 (of a
person kept in detention or under supervi-
sion) escape: 176 detainees absconded.
DERIVATIVES: abescondser n.

abesinthe |'zbsinTH| (also absinth) . n.
1 the shrub wormwood (Ariemisium
absinthium).

B an essence made from this. 2 a potent green
aniseed-flavored liqueur that turns milky
when water is added. Prepared from worm-
wood, it is now largely banned because of its
toxicity.

abesoelute |'zbss loot; ,zbss'loot| - ad).
1 not qualified or diminished in any way; to-
tal: absolute secrecy | the attention he gave you
was absolute.

® used for general emphasis when expressing
an opinion: the policy is absolute folly. ® (of
powers or rights) not subject to any limita-
tion; unconditional: no one dared challenge her
absolute authority | human right to life is abso-
lute. W (of a ruler) having unrestricted power:
he proclaimed himself absolute monarch. ® (of a
lega! decree) final: the decree of nullity was
made absolute. W (in law, of title to ownership
or a lease) guaranteed. 2 viewed or existing
independently and not in relation to other
things; not relative or comparative: absoluze
moral standards.

B (of a grammatical construction) syntacti-
cally independent of the rest of the sentence,
as in dinner being over, we left the table. W (of a
transitive verb) used without an expressed
object (e.g., guns kill). @ (of an adjective) used
without an expressed noun (e.g., the brave).
« n. (in philosophy) a value or principle that

abstemious

is regarded as universally valid or that may be
viewed without relation to other things: good
and evil are presented as absolutes.

u (the absolute) that which exists without be-
ing dependent on anything else. ® (the abso-
lute) Theology ultimate reality; God.
DERIVATIVES: abesoclutesness 7.

abesoelute muesic . x. instrumental music
composed solely as music and not intended
to represent or illustrate literature, painting,
or any extraneous idea.

abesocluetion | ,2bss'l60sHan | « #. formal re-
lease from guilt, obligation, or punishment.

B an ecclesiastical declaration of forgiveness of
sins: the priest administered absolution.

abesoeluteism |'zbssloo,tizom| « n. the ac-
ceptance of or belief in absolute principles in
political, philosophical, ethical, or theological
matters.

DERIVATIVES: abesoclutsist n. & adj.
abesorcluteize |'xbssloo,tiz| « v. [trans.] make

(or treat as) absolute.

DERIVATIVES: abesoclutesiezastion | ,zbsd

Jlooti'zasHon | n.

abesolve |ob'zilv; -'z6lv; -'silv; -'s6lv| « v.
[trans.] set or declare (someone) free from
blame, guilt, or responsibility: the pardon
absolved them of any crimes.

B (in Christian theology) give absolution for (a
sin).

abesorb | ob'zorb; -'sorb | « v. [trans] 1 take in
or soak up (energy, or a liquid or other sub-
stance) by chemical or physical action, typi-
cally gradually: buildings can be designed to ab-
sorb and retain heat | steroids are absorbed
into the bloodstream. Cf. ADSORB.

B take in and assimilate (information, ideas, or
experience): she absorbed the information in si-
lence. W take control of (a smaller or less pow-
erful entity), making it a part of oneself by as-
similation: the family firm was absorbed into
a larger group. Muse or take up (time or
resources): arms spending absorbs roughly 2
percent of the national income. ® take up and re-
duce the effect or intensity of (sound or an
impact). 2 engross the attention of (some-
one): the work absorbed him and continued to
make him happy.

DERIVATIVES: abesorbeer 7. abssorpetion

n.

abesquateuelate | &b'skwicHs lat| « v. leave
abruptly: the overthrown dictator absquatulated
20 the US.

DERIVATIVES: abesquateuclastion
skwicCHa'lasHan | 7.

abestain |ob'stan; =b-| « v. [intrans.] 1 restrain
oneself from doing or enjoying something:
abstaining from chocolare.

B refrain from drinking alcohol. 2 formally de-
cline to vote either for or against a proposal
or motion.

DERIVATIVES: abestaincser n. abestenstion

| &b

n.
abesteemioous |zb'stémeas; ab-| « adj. not
self-indulgent, esp. when eating and drink-
ing.
DERIVATIVES: abestesmicousely adv. abe
steemi*ouseness n. absstenction .



abstinence

abestisnence |'zbstonans| -z the fact or
practice of restraining oneself from indulging
in something, typically alcohol: six years of ab-
stinence.

DERIVATIVES: abestinent adj. abestic
nentely adv.

abestract . adj. |ab'strzkt; '2b,strekt| exist-
ing in thought or as an idea but not having a
physical or concrete existence: abstract con-
cepts such as love or beauty.

B dealing with ideas rather than events. ® not
based on a particular instance; theoretical.
| (of a word, esp. a noun) denoting an idea,
quality, or state rather than a concrete object:
abstract words like truth or equaliry. M (in the
arts) characterized by lack of, or freedom
from, representational qualities. -z |zb
'strzekt| [trans.] 1 consider (something) theo-
retically or separately from something else: zo
abstract religion fronu its historical context can
be misleading.

® [intrans.] form a general idea in this way: to az-
tempt to form a general policy by abstracting
Sfrom particulars. 2 extract or remove (some-
thing): applications to abstract more water
JSfrom streams.

#® used euphemistically to say that someone
has stolen something: his pockets contained all
he had been able to abstract from the apart-
ment. B (abstract oneself) withdraw: as our
relationship developed you seemed to abstract
yourself. 3 make a written summary of (an ar-
ticle or book). . n. |'®b,straekt| 1 a summary
or statement of the contents of a book, arti-
cle, or formal speech: the abstracts must be as
concise as possible. 2 an abstract work of art: a
big unframed abstract. 3 (the abstract) that
which is abstract; the theoretical considera-
tion of something; the abstract must be made
concrete by examples.

PHRASES: in the abstract in a general way;
without reference to specific instances.
DERIVATIVES: abestractely adv. abestrace
ter |-tor| n

abestruse |sb'stroos; &b'stroos| » adj. diffi-
cult to understand; obscure. Cf. ARCANE, RE-
CONDITE.

DERIVATIVES: abestrusesly |ab'strcoslé;
&b'strooslé| adv. abestruseeness |ab
'stroosnas; &b'stroosnas | n.

abesurdeism |ab'sord,izom; -'zard-| en.
1 the belief that human beings exist in a pur-
poseless, chaotic universe. 2 expression of
such a belief in the arts. 3 an instance of such
expression.

DERIVATIVES: abesurdeist ad). & n.
acbueliea | >'booles | (also aboulia) « 7. an ab-
sence of willpower or an inability to act deci-
sively, as a symptom of mental illness.
asbuse .2 |a'bycoz| [trans] 1 use (some-
thing) to bad effect or for a bad purpose; mis-
use.

® make excessive and habitual use of (alcohol
or drugs, esp. illegal ones). 2 treat (a person
or an animal) with cruelty or violence, esp.
regularly or repeatedly.

® gssault (someone, esp. a woman or child)
sexually. [as ad).] (abused) abused children.

academy

® use or treat in such a way as to cause dam-
age or harm: he had been abusing his body for
years. Wspeak in an insulting and offensive
way to or about (someone). 7 |3'bycos|
1 the improper use of something: alcohol
abuse | an abuse of public funds.

H unjust or corrupt practice: protection against
fraud and abuse | human rights abuses. 2 cruel
and violent treatment of a person or animal:
a black eye and other signs of physical abuse.

® violent treatment involving sexual assault,
esp. on a repeated basis: young people who have
suffered sexual abuse. W insulting and offensive
language: waving his fists and hurling abuse
at the other driver.

asbuesive |>'by6osiv; -ziv| « adj. 1 extremely
offensive and insulting: the starting pitcher was
ejected for using abusive language | he became
quite abusive and swore at her. 2 engaging in or
characterized by habitual violence and cru-
elty: abusive parents | an abusive relationship.
3 involving injustice or illegality: the abusive
and predatory practices of businesses.
DERIVATIVES: asbussiverly adv. asbursivee
ness n.

acbut |3'bat| « 2. (abutted, abutting) [trans.]
(of an area of land or a building) be next to
or have a common boundary with: gardens
abutting Madison Avenue | [intrans.] a park
abutting on an area of wasteland. Cf. ADJOIN,
ADJACENT.

® touch or lean upon: masonry may crumble
where a roof abuts it.

asbysemal |a'bizmal| + adj. 1 extremely bad;
appalling: the quality of her work is abysmal.
2 very deep.

DERIVATIVES: a*bysemalely adv.

asbyss |3'bis| » 7. a deep or seemingly bot-
tomless chasm: a rope led down into the dark
abyss| I was stagnating in an abyss of boredom.

| 3 wide or profound difference between peo-
ple; a gulf: the abyss between the two nations.
B the regions of hell conceived of as a bottom-
less pit: Satan’s dark abyss. ® (the abyss) a
catastrophic situation seen as likely to occur:
teetering on the edge of the abyss of a politi-
cal wipeout.

a*bysseal | 2'bisal| + adj. relating to or denot-
ing the depths or bed of the ocean, esp. at
depths between about 10,000 and 20,000
feet.

| relating to or occurring at great depth in the
earth’s crust: abyssal rocks.

acea*deme | ,zks'dem; 'eks,dém| » n the ac-
ademic environment or community; aca-
demia.

aceasdeemiecian | ,zkads'misHan; 3 keds-|
« n, a teacher or scholar; an intellectual; a
member of an academy.

ascadee*my |s'kedomeé| 7 (pl. -ies) 1 a
place of study or training in a special field: a
police academy.

® any place of study. ® a secondary school, typ-
ically a private one: ke had passed all his finals
at Greenville Academy. ® (the Academy) the
teaching school founded by Plato. ® Plato’s
followers or philosophical system. 2 a society
or institution of distinguished scholars,




Acadian

artists, or scientists, that aims to promote and
maintain standards in its particular field: rhe
National Academy of Sciences.

8 (Académie frangaise or French Acad-
emy) an official body, established in the
1630s, whose primary role has been to “pro-
tect” the French language against perceived
threats to its purity. ®the community of
scholars; academe: a writing and publishing
world outside the academy.

Accacdi*an |o'kadean| . adj. of or relating to
historical Acadia (later, Nova Scotia) or its
people. . n. a native or inhabitant of Acadia.

® a French-speaking descendant of the early
French settlers in Acadia. ® a descendant of
the deported Acadians who settled in
Louisiana in the 18th century; a CAJUN.

a capepelela | i ka'pela| » adj. & adv. (with
reference to choral music) without instru-
mental accompaniment: [as adj.] an a cappella
Mass | [as adv.] the trio usually performs a cap-
pella.

acecede |=zk'sed| .o [intrans.] 1 assent or
agree to a demand, request, or treaty: the
authorities did not accede to the strikers’
demands. 2 assume an office or position: ke
acceded to the post of director in September |
Elizabeth I acceded to the throne in 1558.

¥ become a member of a community or orga-
nization.

aceceleereanedo |ik sela'rindd; #,cHelo-|
«adj. & adv. (in music) with a gradual in-
crease of speed (used chiefly as a direction).
« n. (pl. accelerandos or accelerandi |-dée|)
a passage to be performed with such an ac-
celeration.

acecent. n. |'azk,sent| 1 a distinctive mode of
pronunciation of a language, esp. one associ-
ated with a particular nation, locality, or so-
cial class: spoke English with a strong German
accent.

8 the mode of pronunciation used by native
speakers of a language: she never mastered the
French accent. 2 a distinct emphasis given to
a syllable or word in speech by stress or
pitch.

# a mark on a letter or word to indicate pitch,
stress, or vowel quality. ® (in music) an em-
phasis on a particular note or chord. 3 [in
sing.] a special or particular emphasis: the ac-
cent is on participation.

® a feature that gives a distinctive visual em-
phasis to something: blue woodwork and
accents of red. « v. |'®k,sent; &k'sent| [trans.]
emphasize (a particular feature): fabrics that
accent the background colors in the room.

® play (a musical note, a beat of the bar, etc.)
with an accent.

DERIVATIVES: acecenctueal |zk'sencHaw-
al| adj.

acecenetueate |zk'sencHa,wat| <o [trans]
make more noticeable or prominent.

acecept |zk'sept| - . [trans] 1 (in law) give
an affirmative answer to (an offer or pro-
posal), thus entering into a contract: [
accepted their salary offer. 2 agree to pay (a
draft or bill of exchange at maturity) by sign-
ing it.

accessory

DERIVATIVES: aceceptrance n. acscepteer
n.

acecess |'zk, ses| «n. 1 a means of
approaching or entering a place: the szaircase
gives access to the top floor | wheelchair access
| the building has a side access.

® the right or opportunity to use or benefit
from something: do you have access to a
computer? | awards to help people gain access
to training. W the right or opportunity to ap-
proach or see someone: we were denied ac-
cess to our grandson. B the action or process
of obtaining or retrieving information stored
in a computer’s memory. B the condition of
being able to be reached or obtained: a cam-
paign to improve access for the disabled. ® [as
ad.] denoting noncommercial broadcasting
produced by local independent groups,
rather than by professionals: public-access
television. 2 [in sing.] an attack or outburst
of an emotion: I was suddenly overcome with
an access of rage. «v. [tans] (usu. be
accessed) 1 (in computing) obtain, exam-
ine, or retrieve (data or a file). 2 approach or
enter (a place): single rooms have private baths
accessed via the balcony.

USAGE: Although the verb access is stan-
dard and common in computing and related
terminology, the word is primarily a noun.
Outside computing contexts its use as a verb
in the sense of ‘approach or enter a place’ is
often regarded as nonstandard ( you must use
a password to access the account). Even
weaker is its use in an abstract sense (access
the American dream). It is usually clear
enough to say ‘enter’ or ‘gain access to.”

acecesesisble |zk'sesabal| cadl. 1 (of a
place) able to be reached or entered: the town
is accessible by bus | a building made acces-
sible to disabled people.

B (of an object, service, or facility) able to be
easily obtained or used: making learning
opportunities more accessible to adults. B eas-
ily understood: this Latin grammar is lucid and
accessible. 2 (of a person, typically one in a po-
sition of authority or importance) friendly
and easy to talk to.

DERIVATIVES: acecesssicbilsiety
'bilité | n. acecesesisbly |-ble| adv.
acecesesion |zk'sesHan| -7z 1 the attain-
ment or acquisition of a position of rank or
power, typically that of monarch or president:
Elizabeth’s accession to the throne.

® the action or process of formally joining or
being accepted by an association, institution,
or group: the accession of Alaska into the Union.
2 a new item added to an existing collection
of books, paintings, or artifacts.

® an amount added to an existing quantity of
something: did not anticipate any further acces-
sion of wealth from the estate. 3 the formal ac-
ceptance of a treaty or agreement: accession to
the Treaty of Paris. - v. [trans.] (usu. be acces-
sioned) record (a new item) as an addition
to a library, museum, or other collection.

acecesesoery |=zk'ses(a)ré| o n. (pl. -ies) 1 a
thing that can be added to something else in

|-,sesa



accipiter

order to make it more useful, versatile, or at-
tractive: a range of bathroom accessories.

® a small article or item of clothing carried or
worn to complement a garment or outfit.
2 (in legal use) someone who gives assis-
tance to the perpetrator of a crime, without
directly committing it: she was charged as an
accessory to murder. « adj. [attrib.] con-
tributing to or aiding an activity or process
in a minor way; subsidiary or supplemen-
tary.

acecipeister |zk'sipitor| 7 a hawk of a
group distinguished by short, broad wings
and relatively long legs.

aceclaim |o'klam| .. [trans.] (usu. be
acclaimed) praise enthusiastically and pub-
licly: the conference was acclaimed as a con-
siderable success | [with obj. and complement] /e
was acclaimed a great painter. « n. enthusiastic
and public praise: she has won acclaim for her
commitment to democracy.

aceclasmastion | ,xkla'masHan | « . loud and
enthusiastic approval, typically to welcome or
honor someone or something.

aceclismate | 'zklo,mat| . . [intrans.] (usu. be
acclimated) become accustomed to a new
climate or to new conditions: iz will take a few
days to get acclimated to the altitude.((also
acclimatize)

H respond physiologically or behaviorally to a
change in a single environmental factor: rrees
may acclimate to high CO; levels by reducing
the number of stomata.
DERIVATIVES: aceclismaction
'masHan | n.

aceclismartize |>'klims,tiz| « 2. [intrans.] accli-
mate: they acclimatized themselves before
ascending Everest.

H (in biology) respond physiologically or
behaviorally to changes in a complex of envi-
ronmental factors. Compare with ACCLIMATE.
| [trans.] inure (a plant) to cold.
DERIVATIVES: aceclismactiszastion |3
Jklimati'zasHon | 7.

acecliveiety | o'klivite | « 7. (pl. -ies) an upward
slope. Cf. DECLIVITY.
DERIVATIVES: acecliveictous |-itos| adj.

acecoelade |'=zks lad; -1id| « 7. 1 an award or
privilege granted as a special honor or as an
acknowledgment of merit: the ultimate acco-
lade of a visit by the president.

B an expression of praise or admiration. 2 a
touch on a person’s shoulders with a sword at
the bestowing of a knighthood.

acecomemordactioneist |5 kimo'dasHanist |
« . a person who seeks compromise with an
opposing point of view, typically a political
one.

DERIVATIVES: acecomemocdastionsism 7.
acecomeplice |s'kdmplis|  n. a person who
helps another commit a crime.

acecord |2'kérd| » 2. 1 [trans.] give or grant
someone (power, status, or recognition): the
powers accorded to the head of state | [with
two objs.] the young man had accorded her litle
notice. 2 [intrans.] (accord with) (of a concept
or fact) be harmonious or consistent with.
« n. an official agreement or treaty.

| ,eekla

accrue

B agreement or harmony: the government and
the rebels are in accord on one point.

acecost |a'kost; a'kist| « . [trans.] approach
and address (someone) boldly or aggres-
sively: reporters accosted him in the street.

® approach (someone) with hostility or harm-
ful intent.

® approach and address (someone) with sex-
ual intent.

acecoucheement |ikcosH'miN; 9'kGOSH-
moant| « z the action of giving birth to a baby.

acecounteant |ao'kownt(e)nt| 7 a person
whose job is to keep or inspect financial
accounts. The profession is called account-
ancy, the process accounting.

acecoueter |o'kootor| (also accoutre) » o,
(accoutered, accoutering; accoutred,
accoutring) [trans.] (usu. be accoutered)
clothe or equip, typically in something no-
ticeable or impressive.

acecouectersment |s'kdotormont; -tra-| (also
accoutrement) . n. (usu. accouterments)
additional items of dress or equipment, or
other items carried or worn by a person or
used for a particular activity.

H a soldier’s outfit other than weapons and
garments.

acecredit |a'kredit| 2. (accredited, ac-
crediting) [trans] (usu. be accredited)
1 give credit (to someone) for: se was ac-
credited with being one of the world’s fastest
sprinters.

H atrribute (an action, saying, or quality) to: the
discovery of distillation is usually accredited to
the Arabs. 2 (of an official body) give author-
ity or sanction to (someone or something)
when recognized standards have been met:
schools that do not meet the standards will not be
accredited. 3 give official authorization for
(someone, typically a diplomat or journalist)
to be in a particular place or to hold a partic-
ular post: ambassadors accredited to Bagh-
dad.

DERIVATIVES: acecredsistastion |2 kreds
'tasHon | n.

acecrestion |o'krésHan| . n. the process of
growth or increase, typically by the gradual
accumulation of additional layers or matter:
the accretion of sediments in coastal mangroves.

M 3 thing formed or added by such growth or
increase: about one-third of California was built
up by accretions. W (in astronomy) the coming
together and cohesion of matter under the in-
fluence of gravitation to form larger bodies.
DERIVATIVES: acecrete v. acecrestive |2
'krétiv| adj.

acecrue |2'kroo | « v. (accrues,accrued,ac-
cruing) [intrans.] (of sums of money or bene-
fits) be received by someone in regular or
increasing amounts over time: financial bene-
fits will accrue from restructuring | [as adj.]
(accrued) the accrued interest.

M [trans.] accumulate or receive (such pay-
ments or benefits). ® [trans.] make provision
for (a charge) ai the end of a financial period
for work that has been done but not yet in-
voiced.

DERIVATIVES: acecrueal |3'kr6oal| n.




acculturate

aceculstureate |o'kolcHs rat| .. assimilate
or cause to assimilate a different culture, typ-
ically the dominant one: [intrans.} accultur-
ated to the United States | [trans.] the next
weeks were spent acculturating the field staff | [as
adj} (acculturated) an acculturated Ameri-
can.

DERIVATIVES: aceculstureastion |3, kslcHo
'rasHan | n. aceculetureactive |-rativ; - rakh
tiv| adj.

acecumebent . adj. reclining; recumbent.
« n. a person who reclines.

acecuesactive |o'kycozativ| « adj. relating to
or denoting a grammatical case of nouns,
pronouns, and adjectives (esp. in classical
languages) that expresses the object of an ac-
tion or the goal of motion. Cf. OBJECTIVE. » n.
a word in the accusative case.

u (the accusative) the accusative case.

aeceedi*a |a'sedés| « n. (also accidie) spiri-
tual or mental sloth; apathy; one of the ‘seven
deadly sins’.

aecersbic |a'sorbik| +adi. ((also acerb)
1 (esp. of a comment or style of speaking)
sharp and forthright. 2 tasting sour or bitter.
DERIVATIVES: accerebiccalely |-ik(a)lg|
adv. ascerebicty |-bité| n.

ascestasmineo*phen |5 séeo'minafon | - 7. an
analgesic drug used to treat headaches, ar-
thritis, etc., and also to reduce fever, often as
an alternative to aspirin.

asceteyelene |s'setlon; -,én| « (also ethyne)
n. a colorless pungent-smelling hydrocarbon
gas, which burns with a bright flame, used in
welding (with an acerylene torch) and formerly
in lighting.

Aechaeean |o'keéan| .« adj. of or relating to
Achaea in ancient Greece.

= (esp. in Homeric contexts) Greek. » n. anin-
habitant of Achaea.

| (esp. in Homeric contexts) a Greek.

Aechastes |o'katez| (in classical legend) a
companion of Aeneas. His loyalty to his
friend was so exemplary as to become prover-
bial, hence the term fidus Achates (‘faithful
Achates’).

Acheereon |'zkorin; -ron| (in Greek my-
thology) one of the rivers of Hades.

& literary item for hell.

Achilsles heel . n. a weakness or vulnerable
point. The achilles tendon connects calf
muscles to the heel.

accideurlous |a'sijalas| « adj. sharp-tasting or
sour.

| (of a person’s remarks or tone) bitter or cut-
ting.

aceknowleedge | =k'nalij| « v. 1 accept or ad-
mit the existence or truth of: [trans.] the plight
of the refugees was acknowledged by the author-
ities | [with clause] the government acknowl-
edged that the tax was unfair | [with direct
speech] “That’s true,” she acknowledged.
2 [trans.] (of a body of opinion) recognize the
fact or importance or quality of: the art world
has begun to acknowledge his genius.

m express or display gratitude for or apprecia-
tion of: ke received a letter acknowledging his
services. ™ accept the validity or legitimacy of:

acrid

Henry acknowledged Richard as his heir.
3 [trans.] show that one has noticed or recog-
nized (someone) by making a gesture or
greeting: she refused to acknowledge my pres-
ence.

B confirm (receipt of something).
DERIVATIVES: accknowlsedgecable ad).
ac*knowleedgement (also aceknowieedgee
ment) n.

aceme |'zkmé| .7 [in sing] the point at
which someone or something is best, perfect,
or most successful: ar the acme of her career.

aceoclyte |'zks lit| « n. a person assisting the
celebrant in a religious service or procession.

® an assistant or follower.

ascousetic |o'koostik| « adj. [attrib.] 1 relating
to sound or the sense of hearing: the acoustic
range of dogs.

# (of building materials) used for soundproof-
ing or modifying sound: acoustic tiles. ® (of an
explosive mine or other weapon) designed to
be set off by sound waves. 2 (of music or mu-
sical instruments) not having electrical am-
plification: acoustic guitar.

B (of a person or group) playing such instru-
ments. « 7. 1 (usu. acoustics) the properties
or qualities of a room or building that deter-
mine how sound is transmitted in it: Sym-
phony Hall has perfect acoustics.

# (acoustic) the acoustic properties or ambi-
ence of a sound recording or of a recording
studio. 2 (acoustics) [treated as sing.] the
branch of physics concerned with the prop-
erties of sound. 3 a musical instrument
without electrical amplification, typically a
guitar.

DERIVATIVES: a*cousetiecal adj. ascouseti*
calely |-ik(a)le| adv.

acequicesce | azkwe'es| - v. [intrans.] accept
something reluctantly but without protest:
pressed for time, we acquiesced in their deci-
ston.

DERIVATIVES: acequi*esecence |-'esans|
n.

acequisecictive |o'kwizitiv| «adj. excessively
interested in acquiring money or material
things.

DERIVATIVES: acequiscictiverly adv. ace
quiscictiveeness 7.

acequit |o'kwit| .. (acquitted, acquit-
ting) 1 [trans] (usu. be acquitted) free
(someone) from a criminal charge by a ver-
dict of not guilty: she was acquitted on all
counts | the jury acquitted him of murder.
2 (acquit oneself) conduct oneself or per-
form in a specified way: the Israeli windsurfers
acquitted themselves well at the 1994 champion-
ship.

B (acquit oneself of) discharge (a duty or re-
sponsibility): they acquitted themselves of their
charge with vigilance.

acequitetal |o'kwitl| « 7. a judgment that a
person is not guilty of a crime with which he
or she has been charged: the rrial resulted in an
acquittal.

acerid |'zkrid| .adj. having an irritatingly
strong and unpleasant taste or smell: acrid
Sfumes.



acrimony 8

® angry and bitter: an acrid farewell.
DERIVATIVES: ascrideiety | o'kridité | n. ace
ridely adv.

acerismoeny | 'azkro,moné| - n. bitterness or
ill feeling: a quagmire of lawsuits, acrimony, and
finger-pointing.
DERIVATIVES: aceri*morni*ous adj. aceri*
moreni*ousely adv.

aceroemegeacly | ,zkro'megolé| oz abnor-
mal growth of the hands, feet, and face,
caused by overproduction of growth hor-
mone by the pituitary gland.
DERIVATIVES: acero*mecgaleic |-ma'gae-
lik| adj.

aceroenym |'azkro,nim| «# a word formed
from the initial letters of other words (e.g., ra-
dar, NATO, laser).

aceroephosebica | zkrs'fobés| « 7. extreme or
irrational fear of heights.
DERIVATIVES: acero*phorcbic |-'fobik| adj.
& n.

ascrosetic |o'krostik; o'krds-| + 7z a poem,
word puzzle, or other composition in which
certain letters (typically, the first) in each line
form a word or words.

aecryleic |o'krilik| » adj. (of synthetic resins
and textile fibers) made from polymers of
acrylic acid or acrylates.

® of, relating to, or denoting paints based on
acrylic resin as a medium: acrylic colors | an
acrylic painting. « n. 1 an acrylic textile fiber:
a sweater in four-ply acrylic. 2 (often acrylics)
an acrylic paint.

® 3 painting executed in acrylics: a show of her
acrylics.

acetioneasble |'xzksHonobal| «adj. (in legal
use) giving sufficient reason to take legal ac-
tion: slanderous remarks are actionable.

acetion painteing - . a technique and style
of abstract painting in which paint is ran-
domly splashed, thrown, or poured on the
canvas.

acstiveism | 'zkto,vizom | « n. the policy or ac-
tion of using vigorous campaigning to bring
about political or social change.
DERIVATIVES: acetiveist 7.

act of God . . an instance of uncontrollable
natural forces in operation (often used in in-
surance claims). Cf. FORCE MAJEURE.

acetucaleisty | zkcHo'wezlité| «n. (pl. -ies)
actual existence, typically as contrasted with
what was intended, expected, or believed: the
building looked as impressive in actuality as it
did in magazines.

® (actualities) existing conditions or facts: the
grim actualities of prison life.

acetucaltize |'zkcHows liz| « v. [trans.] make
a reality of: he had actualized his dream and
achieved the world record.
DERIVATIVES:
| ,ekCHawoali'zasHan | 7.

acetueary |'akcHs were| « n. (pl. -ies) a per-
son who compiles and analyzes statistics and
uses them to calculate insurance risks and
premiums.
DERIVATIVES: acetuearei*al | akCH>'wer-
edl| adj. acstuearsicalely |, akCHo'wergslé |
(also actuarily) adv.

acetucalsiszastion

adapt

acetueate |'xkcHs,wiat| » v. 1 [trans.] cause (a
machine or device) to operate; activate: the
pendulum actuates an electrical switch. 2 (usu.
be actuated) cause (someone) to act in a
particular way; motivate: the defendants were
actuated by malice.
DERIVATIVES: astueaction | . @kcHa
'wasHan | n. acetueastor |-'wator| n.

aecueiety |o'kyocoité| » 7. sharpness or keen-
ness of thought, vision, or hearing: visual acu-
iy.

ascu*men |s'kysomoan; '&kya-| « n. the abil-
ity to make good judgments and quick deci-
sions, typically in a particular domain: busi-
ness acumen.

ascute |o'kyoot| « adj. 1 (of a bad, difficult,
or unwelcome situation or phenomenon)
present or experienced to a severe or intense
degree: an acute housing shortage. Cf. CRITI-
CAL.

& (of a disease or its symptoms) of short dura-
tion but typically severe: acute appendicitis.
Often contrasted with CHRONIC. B denoting
or designed for patients with such conditions:
acute patients. 2 having or showing a percep-
tive understanding or insight: shrewd: an
acute awareness of changing fashions.

® (of a physical sense or faculty) highly devel-
oped; keen: an acute sense of smell. 3 (of an
angle) less than 90°.

® having a sharp end; pointed. ® (of a sound)
high; shrill. « n. short for acute accent, placed
over certain letters (esp. vowels) in some lan-
guages to indicate a feature such as altered
sound quality.

DERIVATIVES: ascuterly adv. a*cuteeness

n.

adeage |'xdij| - n. a proverb or short state-
ment expressing a general truth.

acdacgio |>'ddjeod; 2'dazH-| « adj. & adv. (esp.
as a musical direction) in slow tempo. s n.
(also Adagio) (pl. -0s) a movement or com-
position marked to be played adagio.

adea*mant |'zdomoant| - adj. refusing to be
persuaded or to change one’s mind: ke is ad-
amant that he is not going to resign. « n. a leg-
endary rock or mineral to which many, often
contradictory, properties were attributed,
formerly associated with diamond or lode-
stone.
DERIVATIVES: ad*a*mance n. adea*mane
cy |-mansé| n. adeasmantely adv.

adeasmanstine | ,zds'men,tin; -tin-; -tén|
e adj. unbreakable and unshakeable: her
adamantine will.

asdapt |>'dept| - v. [trans.] make (something)
suitable for a new use or purpose; modify:
[with obj. and infinitive] hospitals have had to be
adapted for modern medical practice | the
policies can be adapred to suit individual needs
and requirements. | [as adj.] (adapted) these
plants are well adapred to low light.

B [intrans.] become adjusted to new conditions:
they were slow to adapt to change ® alter (a
text)_to make it suitable for filming, broad-
casting, or the stage: the miniseries was
adapted from Wouk’s novel.

DERIVATIVES: asdapstive |-tiv| adj.



adaptation

USAGE: Avoid confusing adapt with
adopt. Trouble sometimes arises because in
adapring to new conditions an animal or
plant can be said to adopr something, e.g., a
new color or behavior pattern.

adeapetaction | @dep'tasHon; ,=dap-| « .
the action or process of adapting or being
adapted: the adaptation of teaching strategy to
meet students’ needs.

® a movie, television drama, or stage play that
has been adapted from a written work, typi-
cally a novel: filming her adaptation of a beloved
children’s book. W a change by which an organ-
ism or species becomes better suited to its en-
vironment.

adeden*dum |s'dendom| .z (pl. addenda
|-da|) an item of additional material, typi-
cally omissions, added at the end of a book or
other publication.

adedicteed |s'diktid| .adj. physically and
mentally dependent on a particular sub-
stance, and unable to stop taking it without
incurring adverse effects: she became
addicted to alcohol and diet pills.

B enthusiastically devoted to a particular thing
or activity: he’s addicted to computers.

adeduce |3'd(y)cos| - v. [trans] cite as evi-
dence: a number of factors are adduced to ex-
plain the situation.

DERIVATIVES: adeducei*ble adj.
adeducetor |s'dsktar| (also adductor mus-
cle) « ». a muscle whose contraction moves a
limb or other part of the body toward the
midline of the body or toward another part.
asdept . adj. |s'dept| very skilled or profi-
cient at something: ke is adept at cutting
through red tape | an adepr negotiator. »n.
|'zedept; o'dept| a person who is skilled or
proficient at something: they are adepts at
kung fu and karate.
DERIVATIVES: asdeptely adv. asdepteness

n.

adehere |zd'hir| .o [intrans.] (adhere to)
stick fast to (a surface or substance): paint
won’t adhere well to a greasy surface.

B believe in and follow the practices of: the peo-
ple adhere to Islam. W represent truthfully and
in detail: the account adhered firmly to fact.

adehereent |zd'hirant; -'her-| « 7. someone
who supports a particular party, person, or
set of ideas: ke was a strong adherent of mon-
etarism. « adj. sticking fast to an object or sur-
face: the eggs have thick sticky shells to which de-
bris is often adherent.

DERIVATIVES: ad*hersence 7.

adehessive | 2d'hesiv; -ziv| « adj. able to stick
fast (adhere) to a surface or object; sticky: an
adhestve label. « n. a substance used for stick-
ing objects or materials together; glue.
DERIVATIVES: adchessiveely adv. adchee
sive*ness 7.

ad hoc |'zd 'hik; 'hok| « adj. & adv. formed,
arranged, or done for a particular purpose
only: [as adj.] an ad hoc committee was formed
to supplement the work of three standing com-
mittees | the discussions were on an ad hoc basis
| [as adv.] the group was constituted ad hoc.

adjunct

ad inefienistum | zd info'nitom | « adv. again
and again in the same way; for ever: registra-
ton is for seven years and may be renewed ad
infinitum.

adei*pose |'=ds,pos| « adj. (esp. of body tis-
sue) used for the storage of fat.
DERIVATIVES: adei*poseisty | &ds'pisite]
n.

adejaccent |5'jasant| sadi 1 next to or
adjoining something else: adjacent rooms | the
area adjacent to the fire station. 2 (of geomet-
ric angles) having a common vertex and a
common side.

DERIVATIVES: ad*jascenecy n.

adejoin |2'join| .. [trans] be next to and
joined with (a building, room, or piece of
land): the dining room adjoins a small library |
[as adj.] (adjoining) walked into an adjoining
room.

adejourn |3'jorn| .. [trans.] break off (a
meeting, legal case, or game) with the inten-
tion of resuming it later: the meeting was
adjourned until December 4.

B [no obj., with adverbial] (of people who are to-
gether) go somewhere else, typically for re-
freshment: they adjourned to a local bar.
B put off or postpone (a resolution or sen-
tence): the motion was adjourned.
DERIVATIVES: ad*journ*ment 7.

adejudge |5'j3j| » v. [with obj. and complement]
(usu. be adjudged) consider or declare to be
true or the case: she was adjudged guilty | [with
obj. and infinitive] most of us adjudged him to be of-
fensive.

B (adjudge something to) (in legal use)
award something judicially to someone: the
court adjudged legal damages to the injured peo-
ple. W [with obj. and infinitive] (in legal use) con-
demn (someone) to pay a penalty: the
defaulter was adjudged to pay the whole amount.
DERIVATIVES: adsjudgement (also ade
judgeement) ».

adejuediecate |s'joodikat|  v. [intrans.] make
a formal judgment or decision about a prob-
lem or disputed matter: the committee adju-
dicates on all betting disputes | [trans.] the case
was adjudicated in the Superior Court.

B act as a judge in a competition. B [with obj.
and complement] pronounce or declare judi-
cially: he was adjudicated bankrupt.
DERIVATIVES: adsjucdiecastion |3 joodi
'kasHan| n. adejuediscactive |- Kkativ| adj.
adsjucdiscactor |- Kkator| n.

adejunct |'zjoNGkt| ¢7. 1 a thing added to
something else as a supplementary rather
than an essential part: computer technology is
an adjunct to learning.

B 3 person who is another’s assistant or subor-
dinate. 2 a word or phrase used to amplify or
modify the meaning of another word or
words in a sentence. e adj. [attrib.] connected
or added to something, typically in an auxil-
iary way: alternative or adjunct therapies.

® (of academic personnel) attached to the staff
of a university in a temporary or assistant ca-
pacity: an adjunct professor.

DERIVATIVES: ad*juncetive |3'jaNG(K)tiv|
adj.



adjure 10

adejure |5'joor | « v. [with obj. and infinitive] urge
or request (someone) solemnly or earnestly
to do something: I adjure you to tell me the
truth.

DERIVATIVES: adejuerastion | ,®j2'rasHan |
n. adsjureastoery |-9,t06ré| ad.

adejuetant |'zjotont| -z a military officer
who acts as an administrative assistant to a
senior officer.

B a person’s assistant or deputy.
DERIVATIVES: adejuctanccy n.

adejuevant |'zjovant| « adi. (of medical ther-
apy) applied after initial treatment for cancer,
esp. to suppress secondary tumor formation.
« n. a substance that enhances the body’s im-
mune response to an antigen.

ad lib |'zd 'lib| « . (ad libbed, ad libbing)
[intrans.] speak or perform in public without
previously preparing one’s words: Charles had
to ad ltb because he had forgotten his script |
[trans.] she ad libbed half the speech. ® perform
music without following a written score; im-
provise. « n. something spoken or performed
in such a way: he came up with an apt ad lib.
« adv. & adj. 1 spoken or performed without
previous preparation: an ad lib commentary
[as adv.] speaking ad lib. 2 as much and as of-
ten as desired: [as adv.] zhe price includes meals
and drinks ad lib | [as adj.] the pigs are fed on
an ad lib system. 3 (in musical directions) in
an improvised manner with freedom to vary
tempo and instrumentation.

ad listem |=d 'litom | . adj. (esp. of a guard-
ian) appointed to act in a lawsuit on behalf of
a child or other person who is not considered
capable of representing himself or herself.

ademieralety |'®dmorslte| « n. (pl. -ies) 1 the
rank or office of an admiral. 2 the jurisdiction
of courts of law over cases concerning ships
or the sea and other navigable waters.

ademisesieble |sd'misabsl| « adj. 1 accepta-
ble or valid, esp. as evidence in a court of law:
under certain conditions, hearsay may be admis-
stble. 2 having the right to be admitted to a
place: foreigners were admissible only as tempo-
rary workers.
DERIVATIVES: ademisesibilsiety
'bilite | n.

ademixeture |2d'miksCHar | « z. a mixture: ze
felt that his work was an admixture of aggression
and creativiry.

® something mixed with something else, typi-
cally as a minor ingredient: green with an ad-
mixture of black. ®the action of adding such
an ingredient.

ademoneish |sd'ménisH| « v. [trans.] warn or
reprimand someone firmly: she admonished
me for appearing at breakfast unshaven | [with
obj. and direct speech] “You mustn’t say that, ”
Ruth admonished her.

m [with obj. and infinitive] advise or urge (some-
one) earnestly: she admonished him to drink no
more than one glass of wine. ® warn (someone)
of something to be avoided: he admonished
the people against the evil of such practices.
DERIVATIVES: ademoncish*ment 7.

ademoneictoery |ad'mins,toré| « adj. giving
or conveying a warning or reprimand;

|-, misa

adrenaline

admonishing: the sergeant lifted an admonitory
finger.

DERIVATIVES: ad*moeniction |,zdmb>'ni-
SHan| n.

ad nauesec*am |=d 'nozéam| - adv. referring
to something that has been done or repeated
so often that it has become annoying or tire-
some: the inherent risks of nuclear power have
been debated ad nauseam.

Aedoenai |,4do'ni; -'noi| » 7. a Hebrew name
for God.

Aedoneis |5'ddnis| (in Greek mythology) a
beautiful youth loved by both Aphrodite and
Persephone.

® [as n.] (an Adonis) an extremely handsome
young man.

aedopt |o'dipt| .o [trans.] legally take an-
other’s child and bring it up as one’s own:
there are many people eager to adopt a baby.

® take up or start to use or follow (an idea,
method, or course of action): this approach
has been adopted by many big banks. ® take on
or assume (an attitude or position): ke
adopted a patronizing tone | adopt a knees-bent
position. @ (adopt someone as) choose
someone to receive special recognition: ar
least 23 people adopted as “prisoners of con-
science” remain in jail. ® formally approve or
accept (a report or suggestion): the committee
voted to adopt the proposal. ™ choose (a text-
book) as standard or required for a course of
study. B choose (an animal) to become a
house pet: we’re looking to adopt a mature dog.
| (of a local authority or group) accept re-
sponsibility for the maintenance of (some-
thing, e.g., a road).

DERIVATIVES: asdopteacble adj. asdopteee
|-'t&| n. asdopteer n. a*dopstion n.
USAGE: See usage at ADAPT.

acdopstive |5'diptiv| « ad). [attrib.] as a result
of the adoption of another’s child: adoprive
parents.

® having a specified relation by adoption:
adoptive brother | adoptive family.

® denoting a country or city to which a person
has moved and in which they have chosen to
reside permanently: Paris soon became her
adoptive home.
DERIVATIVES: asdopetiveely adv.

aedorn |5'dorn| « v. [trans.] make more beau-
tiful or attractive: pictures and prints adorned
his walls. 1
DERIVATIVES: a*dornser n. a*dornement

n.
ad rem |'zd 'rem| . adv. & adj. relevant to
what is being done or discussed at the time.
adereenal |s'drénl| . adj. of, relating to, or
denoting a pair of ductless glands situated
above the kidneys. Each consists of a core
region (adrenal medulla) secreting epi-
nephrine and norepinephrine, and an outer
region (adrenal cortex) secreting corticos-
teroids. 7 (usu. adrenals) an adrenal
gland. °

aedrenealeine |3'drenl-in| (also adrenalin)
« n. another term for EPINEPHRINE: performing
live really gets your adrenaline going.



adroit

8 (Adrenalin) trademark the hormone epineph-
rme extracted from animals or prepared syn-
thetically for medicinal purposes.

asdroit |a'droit| -adi. clever or skillful in
using the hands or mind: ke was adroit af tax
avoidance | an adroit woodworker.
DERIVATIVES: asdroirly ady, ardroitrness
.

adssorb {wed'zdrb; -'sérb| .« w [tans] (of a
solid) hold (molecules of a gas or liquid or s0-
lute) as a thin film on the curside surface or
on internal sutfaces within the material: char-
coal will wor adsorb nimrates | the dye is
adsorbed onto the fiber. Cf. ABSORB.
DERIVATIVES: ad*sorbeasble ad). ad*sorp-
tion n. adesorpstive adj.

adsuslate |'zjalat| « . [frans] praise (some-
one) excessively or obsequiously.
DERIVATIVES: adrutlastion . ad-u+lastor
|- lagar| n. adsuslastorry |-1o,1or&| adj.

asdulstersate . . |a'dalta,rat| [tans) render
(somerthing) poorer in quality by adding an-
other substance, typically an inferior one: the
meat was adulterared with bread crumbs,
DERIVATIVES: asdulstersastion |2 dslts
'risHan | #. ardul«ter=astor |- ritar| =,

aeduletersy | 3'dsle(3)ré| « . voluntary sexual
intercourse berween a married person and a
person who is not his or her spouse: she was
committing adultery with a much younger
man.
DERIVATIVES: a*dulsterser n asduleters
ous adf.

adesumebrate |'mdam bray; 3'dsm-| .o
[tians.] report or represent in outline.

W indicate faintly: the calls were adumbrated by
the meager Fight. W foreshadow or symbolize:
what qualities tn Christ are adumbrated by the
vine? W overshadow,

DERIVATIVES: adsumsbrastion | zdam
'brasHan| n adsumebrastve |2'dambrotiv;
'mdam,bra-| adi

ad vaclosrem | ad va'ldram| « ady, & adj. (of
the levying of tax ot customns duties) in pro-
portion to the estimated value of the goods or
transaction concerned.

adrvecttion |xd'veksHan | » # the transfer of
heat or matter by the flow of a fluid, esp. hor-
izontally in the atmosphere or the sea, Cf.
GONVECTION.

DERIVATIVES: adsvect j-'vekt| ¢ ad-vec
tive |-tiv| adf.

adevent |'zd vent| » s [in sing] the arrival of
a notable person, thing, or event: the advent of
television.

m (Advent) the first season of the Christian
church year, leading up to Christmas and
including the four preceding Sundays. ® (Ad-
vent) the coming or second coming of
Christ.

Adeventsist |'zd,ventist| « . a member of
any of various Christian sects emphasizing
belief in the imminent second coming of
Christ,

DERIVATIVES: Adeventsism |- tizam| »
adevenstistious | zdven'tishas| «ad). hap-
pening or carried on according to chance
rather than design or inherent nawure: my

11

aeolian

adventires were always aduventitious, always
thrust on me,

¥ coming from outside; not nauve: the advenii-
tious popularion. ™ (in biclegy) formed acci-
dentally or in an unuseal anatomical posi-
N0n: propaganion of sour cherries by adventitions
shoors. ® {of a root) growing directly from the
stem or other upper part of a plant.
DERIVATIVES: adven ti*tious+ly adn,

adsvenstur+ism |ad'vencHarizam| - the
willingness to take risks in business or politics
{esp. in the context of foreign policy); actions,
tacucs, or attitudes regarded as daring or
reckless.
DERIVATIVES: adwenr tur~ist n. & adj.

adsverssareisal | mdvar'seréal| « ad). involv-
ing or characterized by conflict or opposition;
industry and government had an adversarial re-
lavanship.

8 opposed; hostile. @ (of a trial or legal proce-
dure) 11 which the parties in a dispute have
the responsibility for finding and presenting
evidence.

DERIVATIVES: adwerssar+isalsly ado.
adesverse i=d'vars; 'mdvars| « adj, preventing
success or development; harmful; unfavor-
able: taxes are having an adverse effect on
production | adverse weather conditions.
DERIVATIVES: ad=verse-ly ado.

UsaGE: Adverse means ‘hostile, unfavor-
able, opposed,’ and is usually applied ro sit-
uations, conditions, or events, not people,
e.g., The dry weather has had an adverse ¢f-
Ject on the garden, Averse is related in origin
and also has the sense of ‘opposed,’ but is
usually employed to describe a person’s atti-
tude, e.g., { would not be averse to making the
repairs myself,

adeverssisty |=d'varsize| « 2 (pl. =ies) ad-
verse forcune; difficulties: resifience tn the face
of aduversity i she overcame many adversities.

adevoscate . n. | 'mdvskit| a person who pub-
licly supports or recommends a particular
cause or policy: ke was an unnring advocate
of economic reform,

B 3 person who pleads on someone else’s be-
half: care managers can become advocares for
their clients. @ 3 pleader in a court of law; a
lawyer: Marshall was a skilled advocate bur a
mediocre fudpge, »o |- k3| [ans] publicly
recommend or support: they advocated sirict
adherence 1o fsfam.
DERIVATIVES: adsvoscastion
'kasHan| n. ads*vorcastor |- katar| n.

ag*gis |'gjis| « . [in sing.] a particular person
or organization’s protection, backing, or sup-
pOrt; negotiations were conducted under the
aegis of the UN.

B (in classical arc and mythology) an attribute
of Zeus and Athena (or their Roman coun-
terparts Jupiter and Minerva) usually repre-
sented as a goatskin shield.

aerorli}an  je'Slean; 2'0d-| .adi 1 {also
eolian) relating to or arising from the action
of the wind: ffuvial and aeolian sediments. 2 of
or relating 1o Aeolus, Greek god of the winds.

B characterized by a sighing or moaning sound

| edva



aerate

as if produced by the wind: there is a pure aco-
kan guality, a music as of storms teffing thetr se-
cret.

aer«ate |'erat| « 2. [trans.] introduce air into {a
material): aerate the fatwn with a garden fork.
DERIVATIVES: aer-a*tion |-'4sHan | n. aer*
astor |-atar| A

aerei=al |'eresl| » ady. [ttt ] existing, happen-
ing, or operating in the air: an aerial bartle |
an aerial rramway.

B coming or carried out from the air, esp. using
aircrafe: aeriaf bombardment of civiflan targets
| aerial phorography. B (of part of a plant)
growing above ground. B {of a bird) spending
rmuch of its time in flight. 8 of or in the atmo-
sphere; atmospheric. ®insubstantial and
hard w grasp or define; ethereal: the church
may draww fine and acrial distinctions.
DERIVATIVES: aervisally adu.

aersie | 'ere; 'eré | (also eyrie) « x. a large nest
of a bird of prey, esp. an eagle, typically built
high in a tree or on a cliff.

aersosbic |2'robik; e'ro-| « adh. (in biclogy)
relating to, involving, or requiring free oxy-
gen: simple aerobic bacteria. CI. ANERORIC.

Brelaing to or denoung exercise thar
improves or is intended to improve the effi-
ciency of the body’s cardiovascular system in
absorbing and transporting oxygen.
DERIVATIVES: aer~o*biscally adu

aersa+hics | 2'robiks; e'td-| « plural n. [often
treared as sing.] vigorous exercises designed 1o
strengthen the heart and lungs.

aersosdy*nameics | erodi'namiks| - plural
1. [treated as sing.] the study of the properties
of moving air, and esp. of the interaction be-
oween the air and solid bodies moving
through it.

B the properties of a solid object regarding the
manner in which air flows around
B [treated as pl] these properties ingofar as
they result in maximum efliciency of motion.
DERIVATIVES: aer~o~dy*nam-~ircist |-sist|

"

aera*sol |'erasdl; -sél| «n a substance
enclosed under pressure and able to be
released as a fine spray, typically by means of
a propellant gas.

B a container holding such a substance. ®a
colloidal suspension of particles dispersed in
aIr or gas.

aessthete | 'es THEt| (also esthete) » ». a per-
son who has or affects to have a special ap-
precianion of art and beauty.

aesstheteic |es'THetik| (also esthetic) + ady.
concerned with or relating to beauty or the
appreciation of beauty: the pictures give great
aesthette pleasire.

B giving or designed to give pleasure through
beauty; of pleasing appearance. « w [in sing ]
a set of principles underlying and gunding the
work of a particular artist or artistic move-
ment: the Cubist aesthetic.

DERIVATIVES: aes-thet-i+caldly |-ik{a)le|
adu.

aes+thestiscian | esTHa'tsHan| (also esthe-
tician) « #». 1 a person who is knowledgeable
about the nature and appreciation of beauty,

12 affiance

esp, in art. 2 someone whe gives beauty treat-

ments, as in a beaury parlor; a beautician.
aesstisval . adi. variant spelling of ESTIVAL.
aesslievate . v variant spelling of ESTIVALE.
afsfasble |‘wfobal| «ady. friendly, good-

natured, or easy to talk to: an affable and

agrecable companion,

DERIVATIVES: afefasbil+isty |-'bilicg| » afe

fasbly |-ble| adv.

afsfect! |a'fekt| » v [trans.] have an effece ong
make a difference to: the dampness began to
affect my kealth | [with clause] your attitude wift
affect how successful you are.

& vouch the feelings of (someone); move emo-
tionally: [as adj.] (affecting) a highly affecting
account of her experiences in prison. @ (of an ill-
ness) attack or nfect people whe are affected
by AIDS.

DERIVATIVES: afefecteingly aduv.

UsSAGE: Affect and effect are both verbs
and nouns, but only effect is common as a
noun, usually meaning "a result, conse-
guence, impression, etc., e.g., My father’s
warnings had ne effect on sty adventurousness.
{The noun affect is reswicted almost en-
tirely to psychology.) As verbs, they are used
differently. Affect means ‘to produce an ef-
fect upon,” e.g., Smoking during pregnancy
can affect the baby’s development. The verb
affect, except when used in contexts involv-
ing the feelings, often serves as a vague sub-
stitute for more exact verbs; use sparingly.
Effect means “to bring about,’ e.g., The nego-
tiators effected an agreement.

afsfectz . ¢ |trans] pretend to have or feel
{something): as wsual I affected a supreme wn-
concern | [with infinitive] a book that affects to
foathe the modern world.

W use, wear, or assume (something) preten-
tiously or so as to make an impression on oth-
ers: an American who had affected o Brtish ac-
cent.

afsfect’ |'sfekt; a'fekt| « » (in psychology)
emotion or desire, esp. as influencing behav-
ior or action.

DERIVATIVES: af*fectrless adi afefectr
Iess*ness n.

afrfecstartion | =z=fek'tisHan| « r. behavior,
speech, or writing that is artificial and
designed w impress: she called the room her
bowdoty, which ke thought an affectation.

& 3 studied display of real or pretended feeling:
an affectation of cafm.

afrfecteed |a'fektd| -adl 1 influenced or
touched by an external factor: apply moist heat
to the affecred area. 2 artificial, pretentious,
and designed to impress: the gesture appeared
thoroughly affecred. 3 [predic] disposed or
inclined in a specified way: you sright become
differently affected roward him,

PERIVATIVES: afffectred ly ade. {in sense
2).

afsfecstive |a'fekiiv] « adi. relating to moods,
feelings, and attitudes: affective ditorders,
DERIVATIVES: afrfecttiverly adv afefece
tiveisty | 2fek'tivigg| n

afsfitance |a2'flans| » 7. (be affianced) be




affidavit

engaged to marry: Ann Elliott was affianced
to Col. Lewis Morris.

afefiedasvit | =fi'davit| « . a written state-
ment confirmed by oath or affirmation, for
use as evidence in a court of law.

affilsieate « . |5'file,at| [trans.] (usu. be affil-
iated with) officially attach or connect (a
subsidiary group or a person) to an organiza-
tion: the college is affiliated with the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. | [as adj.] (affiliated) affili-
ated union members.

M [intrans.] officially join or become attached to
an organization: the membership of the Na-
tional Writers Union voted 0 affiliate with the
United Auto Workers. « n. |-it| a person or or-
ganization officially attached to a larger body:
the company established links with British affili-
ates.

DERIVATIVES: afefilsieastion n. afefilsieas
tive |-otiv; - ativ| adj.

afefineisty |5'finite| « 7. (pl. ~ies) (often affin-
ity between/for/with) a spontaneous or nat-
ural liking or sympathy for someone or some-
thing: he has an affinity for the music of Berlioz.

W 3 similarity of characteristics suggesting a re-
lationship, esp. a resemblance in structure be-
tween animals, plants, or languages: a build-
ing with no affinity to contemporary
architectural styles. W relationship, esp. by mar-
riage as opposed to blood ties.

afefirm |s'form| . v state as a fact; assert
strongly and publicly: [trans.] ke affirmed the
country’s commitment to peace | [with clause] we
affirm that God’s grace is available to all. |
[with direct speech] “Pessimism,” she affirmed, “is
the most rational view.”

B [trans.] declare one’s support for; uphold or
defend: the referendum affirmed the republic’s
right to secede. M [trans.] Law accept or confirm
the validity of (a judgment or agreement);
ratify. ® [intrans.] (in law) make a formal dec-
laration rather than taking an oath. ® (of a
court) uphold (a decision)on appeal.
DERIVATIVES: afefirmeer n.

afefirmeastion | @for'masHsn | « n. the action
or process of affirming or being affirmed: an
affirmation of basic human values | he nodded
in affirmation.

Ba formal declaration by a person who
declines to take an oath (as in court) for rea-
sons of conscience.

afefirmeastive |o'formotiv| . adj. agreeing
with a statement or to a request: I muttered
something affirmative.

m (of a vote) expressing approval or agree-
ment, @ supportive, hopeful, or encouraging:
the music’s natural buoyancy and affirmative
character. W active or obligatory: they have an
affirmative duty to stop crime in their buildings.
® stating that a fact is so; making an assertion.
Contrasted with interrogative and negative.
« n. a statement of agreement with an asser-
tion or request: he accepted her reply as an af-
firmarive.

u (the affirmative) a position of agreement
or confirmation: his answer veered toward the
affirmative | took the affirmative in the first de-
bate. ®a word or particle used in making
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agape

assertions. ® a statement asserting that some-
thing is true of the subject of a proposition.
« exclam. expressing agreement with a state-
ment or request; yes.
DERIVATIVES: afefirmeastiveely adv.
affirmeative acstion « x. treatment benefiting
those who tend to suffer from discrimination,
esp. in relation to employment or education.
afefix . v. |o'fiks| [trans] stick, attach, or fas-
ten (something) to something else: he licked
the stamp and affixed it tc the envelope. « n.
| '2e,fiks | an additional element placed at the
beginning (a prefix) or end (a suffix) of a
root, stem, or word, or in the body (an infix)
of a word, to modify its meaning.
DERIVATIVES: afefixeastion | afik'sasHon |

n.

afeflastus |o'flatos| « #. a divine creative im-
pulse or inspiration: the afflatus of youth.

afeflict |5'flikt| « . [trans.] (of a problem or ill-
ness) cause pain or suffering to; affect or
trouble: sertous ills afflict the indusiry| his
younger child was afflicted with a skin disease. |
[as plural n] (the afflicted) he comforted the
afflicted.

B (in astrology, of a celestial body) be in a
stressful aspect with (another celestial body
or a point on the ecliptic): Fupiter is afflicted
by Mars in opposition.
DERIVATIVES: afflicetive |-tiv| adj.

afeflicetion |o'fliksHon| « 7. something that
causes pain or suffering: a crippling affliction
of the nervous system.

B pain or suffering: poor people in grear afflic-
tion. M (in astrology) an instance of one celes-
tial body afflicting another.

afeflueent |'aflooont; 5'fl6o-| « adj. 1 (esp. of
a group or area) having a great deal of money;
wealthy: the affluent societies of the western
world | [as plural n.] (the affluent) only the af-
Sfluent could afford to travel abroad. 2 (of water)
flowing freely or in great quantity. Cf. EF-
FLUENT. e . a tributary stream.
DERIVATIVES: afeflusence n. afeflucentely
adv.

afeflux |'afloks| « n. a flow of something, esp.
water or air.

afefront |s'frant| « 7. an action or remark that
causes outrage or offense: he took his son’s de-
sertion as a personal affront | this kind of privi-
lege is an affront to democracy. «v. [trans.]
(usu. be affronted) offend the modesty or
values of: she was affronted by his familiarity.

asfiecioenasdo |5, fisH(€)a'nido; o, fisys-| « n.
(pl. -0s) a person who is very knowledgeable
and enthusiastic about an activity, subject, or
pastime.

Aferiscan Aemersiecan . n. a black American.
« adj. of or relating to black Americans.

USAGE: African American is the cur-
rently accepted term in the US, having first
become prominent in the late 1980s. See
also usage at BLACK.

aegape |i'gd,pa; 'dgo-| «n Christian love,
esp. as distinct from erotic love (Eros) or
emotional affection.

B3 communal meal in token of Christian



ageism

fellowship, as held by early Christians in
commemoration of the Last Supper.
agesism |'aj,izam| (also agism) . n. preju-
dice or discrimination on the basis of a per-
son’s age, esp. against older persons.
DERIVATIVES: agesist (also ageist) adj. & n.

asgencecy |'ajonsé| «n. 1 [often with adj] a
business or organization established to pro-
vide a particular service, typically one that
involves organizing transactions between two
other parties: an advertising agency | aid agen-
cies.

8 3 department or body providing a specific
service for a government or similar organiza-
tion: the Environmental Protection Agency.
B the function or position of an agent. ® the
body of law concerning the rights and duties
of agents and their principals. 2 action or in-
tervention, esp. such as to produce a particu-
lar effect: canals carved by the agency of run-
ning water | a belief in wvarious forms of
supernatural agency.

& a thing or person that acts to produce a par-
ticular result: the movies could be an agency
molding the values of the public.

aegeneda |3'jends| « n. a list of items of busi-
ness to be considered and discussed at a
meeting: the question of nuclear weapons had
been removed from the agenda.

® 3 list or program of things to be done or
problems to be addressed: ke vowed to put jobs
at the top of his agenda | the government had its
own agenda.

USAGE: Although agenda (‘things to be
done’) is the plural of agendum in Latin, in
standard modern English it is a normal sin-
gular noun with a normal plural form
(agendas).

asgent proevoecasteur |izHin(t) prs,voks
'tor| <n (pl. agents provocateurs |d
,zHan(t)(s) pra,vOka'tar(z)| pronunc. same) a
person, typically working secretly with the
police, who induces others to break the law
so that they can be convicted.

ageglomeereate - v. |3'glima rat| collect or
form into a mass or group: [trans.] companies
agglomerate series of outlets | [intrans.] these small
particles soon agglomerate together. «n. |-rit| a
mass or collection of things.

B a volcanic rock consisting of large fragments
bonded together. «adj. |-rit| collected or
formed into a mass.

DERIVATIVES: ageglomeereaction |,glim-
o'rasHan| n. ageglomeereastive |- rativ;
-rativ| adj.

agegluetienate |5'glootn,at| « v. firmly stick
or be stuck together to form a mass: [as adj.]
(agglutinated) rhinoceros horns are aggluti-
nated masses of hair.

DERIVATIVES: ageglustienaction |3,gléotn
'asHan| n.

agegranedize |s'gren,diz| <o [trans] in-
crease the power, status, or wealth of: an ac-
tion intended to aggrandize the Nazi regime.

= enhance the reputation of (someone) be-
yond what is justified by the facts: he hoped to
aggrandize himself by dying a hero’s death.
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DERIVATIVES: agegrancdizesment |- diz-
mont; -diz-| n. agegranedizeer n.
agegraevate |'zgro,vat| « v. [trans.] 1 make (a
problem, injury, or offense) worse or more se-
rious: military action would only aggravate the
situation. 2 annoy or exasperate (someone),
esp. persistently: [as adj.] (aggravating) she
found him thoroughly aggravating and unprofes-
stonal.
DERIVATIVES: agegraevateingsly adv. age
graevastion | ,agra'vasHan| n.
USAGE: Aggravate in the sense ‘annoy or
exasperate’ dates back to the 17th century
and has been so used by respected writers
ever since. Writers seeking precision, how-
ever, would do well to preserve the word’s
historical meaning of ‘to make heavier,’ in
the sense of ‘weighing down’ or ‘piling on,’
and not use aggravate as simply another
word for #rritate. The same goes for aggra-
vation when srritation would serve. See also
usage at EXASPERATE.

agegreegate . n. | 'agragit| 1 a whole formed
by combining several (typically disparate)
elements: the council was an aggregate of three
regional assemblies. 2 a material or structure
formed from a mass of fragments or particles
loosely compacted together.

& pieces of broken or crushed stone or gravel
used to make concrete, or more generally in
building and construction work. « adj. [attrib.]
formed or calculated by the combination of
many separate units or items; total: aggregate
profits.

& (of a group of plant species) comprising sev-
eral very similar species formerly regarded as
asingle species. ® denoting the total supply or
demand for goods and services in an econ-
omy at a particular time: aggregate demand |
aggregate supply. «v. |-gat| form or group
into a class or cluster: [trans.] the statistics ag-
gregate men having several kinds of occupation |
[intrans.] the butterflies aggregate in dense groups.
DERIVATIVES: agegreesgastion |-'gasHon|
n. agegreegastive |- gativ| adj.

agegrieved |s'grevd| .ady. feeling resent-
ment at having been unfairly treated: they
were aggrieved at the outcome | his brother is the
aggrieved party.
DERIVATIVES: agegrieveedely |-vidle| adv.

acghast |a'gast| « adj. [predic.] filled with hor-
ror or shock: when the news came out they were
aghast | aghast at an act of cruelty.

ageile |'zjsl| « adj. able to move quickly and
easily: Ruth was as agile as a monkey | his
vague manner concealed an agile mind.
DERIVATIVES: ageileely |'zja(l)le| adv. a*
gileiety |2'jilite| .

ageietate |'zjitat| «2. [trans] make (some-
one) troubled or nervous: the thought of ques-
toning Toby agitated him | [as adj.] (agitated)
red and agitated with the effort of arguing.

& [intrans.] campaign to arouse public concern
about an issue in the hope of prompting ac-
tion: they agitated for a reversal of the deci-
sion. ® stir or disturb (something, esp. a lig-
uid) briskly: agitate the water to disperse the oil.




agitprop 15

DERIVATIVES: agristatedely adv. ageistas
tion ».

ageiteprop | 'zjit,priip| « 7. political (origi-
nally communist) propaganda, esp. in art or
literature: [as adj.] agitprop painzers.

agenate |'mgnat| <7z a person descended
from the same male ancestor as another spec-
ified or implied person, esp. through the male
line. « adj. descended from the same male
ancestor as a specified or implied subject, esp.
through the male line. Cf. COGNATE.

B of the same clan or nation.

DERIVATIVES: agenateic |ag'nztik| adj.
agenaction |zg'nasHan| n.

agenosetic |=zg'nistik| +n a person who
believes that nothing is known or can be
known of the existence or nature of God or
of anything beyond material phenomena; a
person who claims neither faith nor disbelief
in God. Cf. ATHEISM.

M 3 person who professes no belief or position
on a given topic: [as adj.] I’'m agnostic on estate
taxes. «adj. of or relating to agnostics or ag-
nosticism.

DERIVATIVES: agenosetiecism |-ta,sizom |
n.

ageoenist |'mxgonist| « n (in literature, etc.)
another term for PROTAGONIST.
DERIVATIVES: ageo*nism |-nizom| »n. age
o*nisetic adj.

ageoerasphoebisa | egora'fobes| «n ex-
treme or irrational fear of crowded spaces or
public places.

DERIVATIVES: ageo°ra’phosbic |-'fobik|

adj. & n. ageo*rasphobe |'azgors fob| n.
asgrarei*an |>'greréan|  adj. of or relating to

cultivated land or the cultivation of land.

m relating to landed property. -7z a person
who advocates a redistribution of landed
property.

agerisbusieness | 'zgra biznis| « 7. 1 agricul-
ture conducted on commercial principles,
esp. using advanced technology.

B an organization engaged in this. 2 the group
of industries dealing with agricultural pro-
duce and services required in farming.
DERIVATIVES: agericbusisnesseman |, xg-
ra'biznisman | n. (pl. -men) .

aegroneo*my |s'grinomé| « n. the science of
soil management and crop production.
DERIVATIVES: agero*nomeic | @gra'ni-
mik| adj. agsroenomesiccal | zgra'nimikoal|
adj. agsrosnomesiccalely | zgra'nimik(a)le|
adv. asgron¢oemist |-mist| 7.

ashimesa |2'him,si| - . (in the Hindu, Bud-
dhist, and Jain tradition) the principle of non-
violence toward all living things.

aide-de-camp |'ad ds 'kemp | « n. (pl. aides~
de-camp |'adz| pronunc. same) a military of-
ficer acting as a confidential assistant to a se-
nior officer.

aide-meemoire |'ad mem'war| «n  (pl
aides-memoires |'adz| or aides-
memoire pronunc. same) an aid to the mem-
ory, esp. a book or document.

® an informal diplomatic message.

a*kimebo |2'kimbo| « adv. with hands on the
hips and elbows turned outward: she stood

alexia

Z}ith arms akimbo, frowning at the small

oy.

B (of other limbs) flung out widely or haphaz-
ardly.

aekin |a'kin| « adj. of similar character: some-
thing akin to gratitude overwhelmed her | ge-
nius and madness are akin.

8 related by blood: /e was akin to the royal fam-
ily.

aslacerioty |o'lzkrite| « . brisk and cheerful
readiness: she accepted the invitation with alac-
rigy.

alea*meeda | zlo'mads| + 7 (in Spain and
Spanish-speaking regions) a public walkway
or promenade shaded with trees.

alebaetross |'zlbs,tros; - tris| « 7 (pl. alba-
trosses) a very large oceanic bird with long
narrow wings. Albatrosses are found mainly
in the southern oceans, with three kinds in
the North Pacific.

M a source of frustration or guilt; an encum-
brance (in allusion to Coleridge’s The Rime of
the Ancient Mariner): an albatross of a mar-
riage.

alebesit |61'be-it; zl-| » conj. although: ke was
making progress, albeit rather slowly.

alebesecent |zl'besont| «adj. growing or
shading into white: the albescent waves on the
horizon.

alebi*no |z1'bind| « n. (pl. -0s) a person or
animal having a congenital absence of pig-
ment in the skin and hair (which are thus
white) and the eyes (which are thus typically
pink).

B an abnormally white animal or plant.[as mod-
ifier] an albino tiger.

DERIVATIVES: alsbienism |'&lbs nizom| .

Alsbieon |'zlbeéan| «#n. a poetic or literary
term for Britain or England (often used in re-
ferring to ancient or historical times).

alecacic | =zl'kaik| « adj. written in or denoting
a verse meter occurring in four-line stanzas.
« n. (usu. alcaics) alcaic verse.

alecheemy |'zlkome| « n. the medieval fore-
runner of chemistry, based on the supposed
transformation of matter. It was concerned
particularly with attempts to convert base
metals into gold or to find a universal ELIXIR.

B a process by which paradoxical results are
achieved or incompatible elements combined
with no obvious rational explanation: Ais con-
ducting managed by some alchemy to give a sense
of fire and ice.

DERIVATIVES: alechemeic |zl'kemik| adj.
alechemeiscal |zl'kemikal| adj. alechee
mist |-mist| 7 alecheemize |- miz| 2.

al densete | il 'denta; 21| - adi. & adv. (of food,
typically pasta) cooked so as to be still firm
when bitten.

aslesastoery |'ales, tore; 'zl-| «adj. depend-
ing on the throw of a die or on chance; ran-
dom.

8 relating to music or other forms of art involv-
ing elements of random choice by a per-
former or artist.

aclexei*a |a'leksés| » 7. the inability to see
words or to read, caused by a defect of the
brain. Also called word blindness. Cf. DYSLEXIA.



alfresco

alefreseco |al'fresko; dl| « ade. & ad. in the
open ait: [as adj.) an affresco luncheon.

al*ga |'=lgs| - » (usu. in pl. algae |-j2|} a
simple nonflowering plant of a large assem-
blage that includes mainly aquatic kinds such
as seaweeds and many single-celled forms.
Some of the latter are respensible for a green
coating on wee (runks and a green scum or
bloom in ponds.

*Divisions Chlorophyta (green algae}, Her-
erckontophyta (brown algae), and Rhodo-
phyta (red algae); some {(or all} are fre-
quently placed in the kingdom Protista.
DERIVATIVES: alegal |-gal| adf.

algid « . cold or chilly,

Alsgonequitan |=zl'ginck(w}esn| (also Al-
gonkian) . adi. denoting, belonging to, or
relanng to a family of Worth American Indian
languages formerly spoken across a vast area
from the Atlantic seaboard te the Great
Lakes and the Great Plains. = »n 1 this fam-
ily of languapes. 2 a speaker of any of these
janguages.

Algonquian forms one of the largest groups
of Amerncan Indian languages, including
Qjibwa, Cree, Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Fox,
Menomini, and Delaware, which were or are
spoken mainly in the area that now includes
the eastern United States and Canada.

Alrgonrguin |zl'ginck(w)an| (also Algon-
kin) « #. 1 a member of an American Indian
people living in Canada along the Quawa Ri-
ver and its tributaries and westward to the
north of Lake Suvperior. 2 the dialect of
Ojibwa spoken by this people. »adl. of or
relating to this people or their language.
vsacE: The use of Algonguin to refer ge-
nerically to the Algonquian peoples or their
Tanguapes is incorrect.

alsgosrithm | ‘lga,ritHasm | « 7. a process or
set of rules to be followed in calculations or
other problem-solving operanons, esp. by a
computer; a basic algorithm for division.
DERIVATIVES:  alwgorrith-mic | ®lga
'ritinuk | ady. algosrithemiscalsly | xzlga
‘riTHmk{3)12 | adr

asli*as |'aleas| « av. used w indicate that a
named person is also known or more familiar
under another specified name: Eriz Blafr, alias
George Orwell.

®indicating another term or synonym: the cat-
fish—alias bullhead—is a mighty tasty fry-up,
» 1. a false or assumed identity: a spv operai-
ing under several aliases.

@ (in computing} an alternative name or label
that refers to a file, command, address, or
other item, and can be used to lacate or ac-
cess it, = o [trans] {usu. be aliased) misiden-
tify (a signal frequency), introducing distor-
Hon or etror.

al+i*bi |'=l3,bi} « n. (pl. alibis) a claim or piece
of evidence that one was ¢lsewhers when an
act, typically a critninal one, is alleged to have
taken place: she kRas an alibi for the whole of
yesterday cvening | [as atl]) an afibi defense.

B an excuse or pretext: o handy alibt for farture
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allay

and madequacy. « v. (alibis, alibied, alibi-
ing) [trans] offer an excuse or defense for
{someone), esp. by providing an account of
their whereabouts at the time of an alleged
act: ker friend agreed to alibt her.

B [inlrans.] make excuses: not once do I recalf im
whining or alibiing.

alsien ['alyan; 'aléanf s« adi. belonging to a
foreign country or nation.

® ynfamiliar and disturbing or distasteful:
bassing anyone around was alien to um | they
Jfound the world of night school educarion a birle
alien. W [altrb] relating to or dencting beings
supposedly from other worlds; extraterres-
wial: a#n alien spaceerafr. @ (of a plant or ani-
mal species} inroduced from another coun-
1y angd later naturglized, « ». a foreigner, esp.
one who is not a naturalized citizen of the
country where they are living: an illegal alien,

B 3 hypothetical or fictional being from an-
other world. ® a plant or animal species orig-
inally introduced from another country and
later naturalized.
DERIVATIVES: alxienness .

alsien*ate |'ales,nat; 'alys-| .o [tans)
1 cause (someone) to feel isolated or
estranged; an urban enyir t that altenat

its mhabitants | [as at)] (alienated) an alien-
ated, angst-ridden 22-year-ofd.

B cause (someone) 1o become unsympathetic
or hostile: the association does not wish to alien-
ate its members. 2 ransfer ownership of (prop-
erty rights) to another person or group.

alsientastion | alea'nasaan; alya-| «#n the
state or experience of being isolated from a
group or an activity te which one should be-
long or in which one should be involved: wn-
employment may generate political alienation,

W loss or lack of svmpathy; estrangement: pub-
lic alienation from bureaucracy. ® (in Marx-
ist theory) a condition of workers in a capi-
talist economy, resulung from =z lack of
identity with the products of their labor and
a sense of being controlled or exploited. B a
state of depersonalization or loss of identry
in which the self seems unreal, thought to be
caused by difficulties in relaring to society
and the resuling prolonged inhibitdon of
emotion, Ma type of faulty recognition in
which familiar situations or persons appear
unfamiliar, Cf, DEJAvU. B (also allenation ef-
fect) an effect, sought by some dramatists,
whereby the audience remains objective and
does not identify with the actors, ® the trans-
fer of the ownership of property rights.

alri*mosny | ‘zls,mong| « #. a hushand’s or
wife’s court-ordered provision for a spouse
after separation or diverce; maintenance:
paving both alimeny and child support.

alvkarloid |'=lks loid| « # Chemistry any of a
class of nitrogenous organic compounds of
plant origin that have pronounced physiolog-
ical actions on bumans. They include many
drugs (morphine, guinine} and poisons (at-
ropine, strychmne).

alslay | 21a| « = [rans.] diminish or purt at rest
(fear, suspicion, or worry): the report attempred
to educare the public and allay fears.




allée 7/

B relieve or alleviate (pain or hunger): some
stale figs partly allayed our hunger.

alelée |4'la| « . an alley in a formal garden or
park, bordered by trees or bushes.

alelege |s'lej| « 2. claim or assert that some-
one has done something illegal or wrong, typ-
ically without proof that this is the case: [with
clause] ke alleged that he had been assaulted |
[with obj. and infinitive] zke offenses are alleged to
have been committed outside the woman’s home
| ke is alleged to have assaulted five men.

B (usu. be alleged) suppose or affirm to be the
case: the first artifact ever alleged to be from
Earhart’s aircraft.
DERIVATIVES: al*lesgastion n.

al*lesgiance |2'lgjans| -z loyalty or com-
mitment of a subordinate to a superior or of
an individual to a group or cause: those wish-
ing to receive citizenship must swear alle-
giance to the republic | a complex pattern of
cross-party allegiances.

aleleegoery |'zlo,gore| «n (pl. -ies) a story,
poem, or picture that can be interpreted to
reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or
political one: Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory of
the spiritual journey.

B the genre to which such works belong. ®ma
symbol.

DERIVATIVES: alelesgorriecal adj. alelesgo*
rist |-ist| n.

alsleegro |s'legrd | « adj. & adv. (esp. as a mu-
sical direction) at a brisk tempo. « n. (pl. ~0s)
a passage or movement in an allegro tempo.

al*lele |3'lel| « . (in genetics) one of two or
more alternative forms of a gene that arise by
mutation and are found at the same place on
a chromosome. Also called allelomorph.
DERIVATIVES: al*lelsic |2'lélik; o'lel-| ad).

aleleregen |'zlorjon| -7 a substance that
causes an allergic reaction.
DERIVATIVES: aleleregencic | zlar'jenik]|
adj. alslersge*niceisty | zlorja'nisité| n.

al*lesvicate |s'leve,at]| « . [trans.] make (suf-
fering, deficiency, or a problem) less severe:
he couldn’t prevent her pain, only alleviate it |
measures to alleviate unemployment.
DERIVATIVES:  alelesvicastion
‘asHan | n. aleleevieastor |- ator| n

aleliteersastion |slita'rasHan | « 7. the occur-
rence of the same letter or sound at the be-
ginning of adjacent or closely connected
words. “I put it in a pot on the porch,” I pro-
nounced, unmindful of the alliteration. | alliter-
ations are clustered in Anglo-Saxon poems. Cf.
ASSONANCE.
DERIVATIVES: alslitereate v. aleliteereac
tive adj.

aleloecate |'=ls kat| « v. [trans.] divide up and
distribute (something) in a planned manner:
the authorities allocated 50,000 places to
refugees | [with two objs.] students are allocated
accommodation on a yearly basis.
DERIVATIVES: al*loecasble |-kabal|
al’loscactor |- kator| n. aleloecastion n.

aleloscustion | zlo'kycosHon| <7 a formal
speech giving advice or a warning.

al*lopeacthy | >'ldpaTHE| « 7. the treatment of
disease by conventional means, i.e., with

|2 leve

adj.

alphanumeric

drugs having effects opposite to the symp-
toms. Cf. HOMEOPATHY.

DERIVATIVES: alelo*patheic | &ls'peTHik|
adj. alelopeacthist |-THist| 7.

alelot |3'lit| « 2. (allotted, allotting) [trans.]
give or apportion (something) to someone as
a share or task: equal time was allotted to each
| [with twoobjs.] I was allotted a little room in the
servants’ block. Cf. ALLOCATE.

al*loy - n. |'2 loi| a metal made by combin-
ing two or more metallic elements, esp. to
give greater strength or resistance to corro-
sion: an alloy of nickel, bronze, and zinc | flat
pieces of alloy | [as adj.] alloy wheels.

B an inferior metal mixed with a precious one.
« 2. |'® loi;a'loi| [trans.] mix (metals) to make
an alloy: alloying tin with copper to make
bronze.

& debase (something) by adding something in-
ferior.

al*lude |2'lood| « v. [intrans.] (allude to) sug-
gest or call attention to indirectly; hint at: she
had a way of alluding to Jean but never saying
her name.

B mention without discussing at length: we will
allude briefly to the main points. B (of an artist
or a work of art) recall (an earlier work or
style) in such a way as to suggest a relation-
ship with it: the photographs allude to Italian
Baroque painting.

alelure |2'l6or| « n. the quality of being pow-
erfully and mysteriously attractive or fasci-
nating: people for whom gold holds no allure. « 2.
[trans.] powerfully attract or charm; tempt: [as
adi.] (alluring) the town offers alluring shops
and restaurants.

DERIVATIVES: alelureement 7. alelursinge
ly adv.

al*luesion |5'l60zHan| -#n. an expression
designed to call something to mind without
mentioning it explicitly; an indirect or pass-
ing reference: an allusion to Shakespeare | a
classical allusion.

& the practice of making such references, esp.
as an artistic device.

aleluevieal |5'l6oveal| «adj. relating to or
derived from clay, silt, or sand left by flood
water in a river valley or delta (alluvium): rick
alluvial soils.

al'ma maeter |'dlms 'mitor; '®lma| e n
(one’s Alma Mater) the school, college, or
university that one once attended.

& the anthem of a school, college, or university.

aleoepesci*a | ,zls'pesH(€)a| «n. the partial
or complete absence of hair from areas of the
body where it normally grows; baldness.

alepha |'zlf5| « n. the first letter of the Greek
alphabet (A, a), transliterated as “a.”

B [as adj.] denoting the first of a series of items
or categories. @ (of animals in a group) the so-
cially dominant individual: ke rose to be alpha
male of his troop at the very early age of 16.
PHRASES: alpha and omega the beginning
and the end (esp. used by Christians as a ti-
tle for Jesus). B the essence or most important
features: collective bargaining is seen as the al-
pha and omega of trade unionism.

alephasnuemereic | zlfon(y)oo'merik| « adj.
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consisting of or using both letters and numer-
als: alphanumeric data | an alphanumeric key-
board. « n. a character that is either a letter or
a number.
DERIVATIVES: alephasnu*mersiscal adj.
aleterecaetion | oltor'kasHan| « . a noisy ar-
gument or disagreement, esp. in public: I had
an altercation with the ticket collector.

alster esgo . . a person’s secondary or alter-
native personality.

® an intimate and trusted friend.

alstistude |'=lti,t(y)ood | « n. the height of an
object or point in relation to sea level or
ground level: flight data including airspeed and
altitude flying at altitudes over 15,000 feet.

B great height: the mechanism can freeze at alti-
tude. B the apparent height of a celestial ob-
ject above the horizon, measured in angular
distance. ® (in geometry) the length of the
perpendicular line from a vertex to the oppo-
site side of a figure.

DERIVATIVES: aletietuedi*nal | '2lti't(y)Go-
dn-al| ad.

alstrueism |'zlirs,wizam| « n. the belief in or
practice of disinterested and selfless concern
for the well-being of others: some may choose
to work with vulnerable elderly people out of al-
truism,

® behavior of an animal that benefits another
at its own expense.

DERIVATIVES: alstrueist n. aletrucisetic
| ,eltra'wistik | adj. alstrucisetiecalely | @ltrs
'wistik(9)1e | adv.

a*malegam |>'malgam| .» a mixture or
blend: a curious amalgam of the traditional and
the modern.

B an alloy of mercury with another metal, esp.
one used for dental fillings.

a*malega*mate |>'malgs mat| . v. combine
or unite to form one organization or struc-
ture: {trans.] ke amalgamated his company
with another | [intrans.] numerous small railroad
companies amalgamated | [as adj.] (amalga-
mated) his true genius lies in synthesis, in an
amalgamated vision.

B (in chemistry) alloy (a metal) with mercury:
[as adj.] (amalgamated) amalgamated zinc.
DERIVATIVES: asmalegasmastion n.

a*maneueenssis | manys'wensis| on (pl.
amanuenses |- séz|) aliterary or artistic as-
sistant, in particular one who takes dictation
or copies manuscripts.

ameacranth |'zmos,renTH| « ». 1 any plant of
the genus Amaranthus, some grown for food,
usually having small green, red, or purple
tinted flowers. 2 an imaginary flower that
never fades. 3 a purple color.
DERIVATIVES: ameasransthine
'renTHin; -, THin | adj.

a*mass |>'mas| . v. [trans.} gather together or
accumulate (a large amount or number of
valuable material or things) over a period of
time: starring from nothing he had amassed a
huge forwune.

| [intrans.} (of people) gather together in a
crowd or group: the soldiers were amassing from
all parts of Spain.

DERIVATIVES: asmasseer n.

| ,eema

ambuscade

ameactoery |'emos toré| « adj. [attrib.} relating
to or induced by sexual love or desire: Ais am-
atory exploits.

Ameaezon |'zm>s,zin; '@mazan| «» #. a mem-
ber of a legendary race of female warriors
believed by the ancient Greeks to exist in Scy-
thia (near the Black Sea in modern Russia) or
elsewhere on the edge of the known world.

B (also amazon) a tall and strong or athletic
woman.

DERIVATIVES: Ameaszo*nican | ,&2ma3'z0-
néan| adj.

amebiedexetrous | ,zmbi'dekst(s)ras| - adj.
(of a person) able to use the right and left
hands equally well: few of us are naturally am-
bidextrous.

8 (of an implement) designed to be used by
left-handed and right-handed people with
equal ease.
DERIVATIVES: amebisdex-tersicty |-deks
'terité | n. amebiedexstrous-ly adv.

amebisence |'zmbeéans| (also ambiance)
«n. [usu. in sing] the character and atmo-
sphere of a place: the relaxed ambience of the
cockeail lounge is popular with guests.

amebieent |'zmbeéant| - adj. [attrb.] of or
relating to the immediate surroundings of
something: the liquid is stored at below ambient
temperature.

amebigeucous |@m'bigyawas| « adj. (esp. of
language) open to more than one interpreta-
tion; having a double meaning: the question is
rather ambiguous | ambiguous phrases. | an
ambiguous expression.

® unclear or inexact because a choice between
alternatives has not been made: this whole so-
ciety is morally ambiguous | the election result
was ambiguous.

DERIVATIVES: amebigeucisty n. amebigeue
ousely adv.

amebit |'zmbit| « ». [in sing] the scope, ex-
tent, or bounds of something: within the ambit
of federal law.

amebiveaclent |@m'bivalant| «adj. having
mixed feelings or contradictory ideas about
something or someone: some loved her, some
hated her, few were ambivalent about her | an
ambivalent arttitude toward terrorism.
DERIVATIVES: amebiveaclence n. amebive
aclentely adv.

amebroesia |zm'brozH(€)a| » n. (in Greek &
Roman Mythology) the food of the gods.

® something very pleasing to taste or smell: the
tea was ambrosia after the slop I'd been drinking.
B 3 dessert made with oranges and shredded
coconut.

DERIVATIVES: amebroesial adj.
amebueclactoery |'zmbysls, tore| « adj. relat-
ing to or adapted for walking.

B able to walk; not bedridden: ambulatory
patients. B relating to patients who are able to
walk: an ambulatory care faciliry. ® movable;
mobile: an ambulatory ophthalmic service. « n.
(pl. -ies) a place for walking, esp. an aisle or
cloister in a church or monastery.

amebusecade |'zmbsskad; ,emba'skad|
. n. an ambush. «w. [trans.] attack from an
ambush.




ameliorate

B [intrans.] lie in ambush: [as adj] (ambus-
caded) ambuscaded thousands swarmed up
over the embankment.

a*melsioerate |s'melysrat| « ». [trans.] make
(something bad or unsatisfactory) better: ke
reform did much to ameliorate living standards.
DERIVATIVES: a*meleioerastion |5 meélys
'rasHan | 7. asmel*ioeractive |-rativ; - rativ|
adj. asmel¢ioeractor |- rator| n.

a*meenacble |3'menabal; 3'men-| « adj. (of a
person) open and responsive to suggestion;
easily persuaded or controlled: parents who
have had easy babies and amenable children.

| [predic.] (amenable to) (of a thing) capable
of being acted upon in a particular way; sus-
ceptible: patients with cardiac failure not ame-
nable to treatment.
DERIVATIVES: a*me*nasbilsicty |5 méns
'bilité; 5,men-| 7. a*me*nasbly |-ble| adv.

a*mend |s'mend| .o [trans.] make minor
changes in (typically, a text) in order to make
it fairer, more accurate, or more up-to-date:
the rule was amended to apply only to nonmem-
bers.

m modify formally, as a legal document or leg-
islative bill: did she amend her original will later
on? | pressuring Panama to amend its banking
laws. @ make better; improve: if you can amend
people’s artitudes. W archaic put right: a few things
had gone wrong, but these had been amended.
DERIVATIVES: asmende+able adj. asmend*
er 7.

asmeneiety |5'menit&; 3'mé-| «n (pl. -ies)
(usu. amenities) a desirable or useful feature
or facility of a building or place: heating is
regarded as a basic amenity. | this resort has all
the amenities.

| the pleasantness of a place or a person: the
exertion of amenity toward fellow workers.

Ameereassian | ,zmor'azHon| «adj. having
one American and one Asian parent. 7. a
person with one American and one Asian
parent.

Aemereiscan Inedi*an . n. a member of any of
the indigenous peoples of North, Central,
and South America, esp. those of North
America. «adj. of or relating to any of these
groups.

USAGE: The term American Indian has
been steadily replaced, esp. in official con-
texts, by the more recent term Native
American (first recorded in the 1950s and
becoming prominent in the 1970s). The lat-
ter is preferred by some as being a more ac-
curate description (the word Indian recalling
Columbus’s assumption that, on reaching
America, he had reached the east coast of
India). American Indian is still widespread
in general use, however, partly because it is
not normally regarded as offensive by Amer-
ican Indians themselves.

a*mieacble |'amésbal| .« adj. having or dis-
playing a friendly and pleasant manner: an
amiable, unassuming fellow.

B having pleasing qualities; congenial; agreea-
ble: an amiable movie about a nerdy student’s
romantic fantastes.

19 amoral

DERIVATIVES: a*mieasbilsiety | ameéa'bil-
ité| #. aemieacbly |-blé| adv. asmisasble-
ness 7.

ameiecacble |'zmikabal| « adj. (of relations
between people) having a spirit of friendli-
ness; without serious disagreement or rancor:
there will be an amicable settlement of the dis-
pute.
DERIVATIVES: ameiscasbileiety
'bilité | #. ameiscasbly |-ble| adv.

a°miss |a'mis| « adj. [predic.] not quite right;
inappropriate or out of place: there was
something amiss about his calculations.
« adv. wrongly or inappropriately: sow terrible
was the danger of her loving amiss. | don’t take
this amiss, it’s all good-humored teasing.

ameiety |'zmité| . n a friendly relationship:
international amiry and goodwill.

amenessia |&m'nézHa| « n. a partial or total
loss of memory.
DERIVATIVES: amenessi*ac |®m'néze, xk;
-zHE,zk | n. & adj. amenessic |-zik; -sik | ad).
& n. amenesetic |2m'nestik| adj.

amenesety |'emnisté| « n. (pl. -ies) an official
pardon for people who have been convicted,
esp. of political offenses: an amnesty for polit-
ical prisoners | the new law granted amnesty to
those who illegally left the country. Cf. CLEM-
ENCY.

® an undertaking by the authorities to take no
action against specified offenses or offenders
often during a fixed period: a month-long
weapons amnesty. B a general pardon: rebel sol-
diers still in the field were offered amnesty. » v.
(-ies, -ied) [trans.] grant an official pardon to:
the guerrillas would be amnestied and allowed to
return to civilian life.

amenieon |'zmné in; -an| » 7. (pl. amnions
or amnia |-né&s|) the innermost membrane
that encloses the embryo of a mammal, bird,
or reptile.
DERIVATIVES: amenicoteic | zmneé'itik|
adj: the amniotic fluid is contained within the
amniotic cavity.

amniotic « adj. of or relating to the amnion.

a*mok |a'moak; a'mik| (also amuck) . adv.
(in phrase run amok) behave uncontrollably
and disruptively: stone-throwing anarchists
running amok | her feelings seemed to be running
amok.

a°moreal |a'morsl| «adj. lacking a moral
sense; unconcerned with the rightness or
wrongness of something: an amoral artitude
toward sex.
DERIVATIVES: a*moeraleicty | ama'rzlité|
n. asmorealtism |- lizom| n. a*morealsist
|-list| 7.

| emika

USAGE: Amoral is distinct in meaning
from immoral: immoral means ‘not con-
forming to accepted standards of morality’;
amoral is a more neutral, impartial word
(following the pattern of apolitical, asexual).
Amoral, then, may refer to a judge’s ruling
that is concerned only with narrow legal or
financial issues, as well as to a ‘social devi-
ant’ lacking a sense of right and wrong. Non-
moral, meaning ‘not to be judged from a



amorist

moral standpoint’, is used esp. of natural
phenomena or processes: W accept evolution
as nonmoral.

ameoerist |'zmorist| « 7. a person who is in
love or who writes about love.

ameoerous |'amoras| « adj. showing, feeling,
or relating to sexual desire: she rejected his am-
orous advances | her mood was amorous.
DERIVATIVES: ameoerousely adv. ameoe
rouseness .

a*morephous |>'moérfas| «adj. without a
clearly defined shape or form: amorphous blue
forms and straight black lines.

B vague; ill-organized; unclassifiable: who can
tnterpret his amorphous statements. B (of a
group of people or an organization) lacking a
clear structure or focus: an amorphous and
leaderless legislature. M (of a solid) noncrys-
talline; having neither definite form nor ap-
parent structure.

DERIVATIVES: a*morephouscly adv. ac
mor*phouseness n.

ameoretize |'zmor,tiz| « ». [trans.) reduce or
extinguish (a debt) by money regularly put
aside: loan fees can be amortized over the life of
the mortgage.

m gradually write off the initial cost of (an as-
set): they want to amortize the tooling costs
quickly. Cf. DEPRECIATE.

DERIVATIVES: ameoretiezastion | @moarti
'zaSHan; 9,morti-| n.

a*mour | >'moor; 'moor| -z a secret or illi-
cit love affair or lover: she used to conduct her
amours with great discretion.

a*mour proepre |iamoor 'propr(d)| en a
sense of one’s own worth; self-respect: few
indications in him of ordinary amour propre or
common vanity.

ameperesand |'zmpor,sznd| -z the sign &
(standing for and, as in Smith & Co., or the
Latin e, as in &¢.).

amepheteasmine |xm'feto,mén; -min| « 7. a
synthetic, addictive, mood-altering drug,
used illegally as a stimulant: the amphetamine
put him on a high for an hour | he was jailed for
three months for possessing amphetamines.

amephibeisan |zm'fibéan| <n a cold-
blooded vertebrate animal of a class
(Amphibia) that comprises the frogs, toads,
newts, and salamanders. They are distin-
guished by having an aquatic gill-breathing
larval stage followed (typically) by a terres-
trial lung-breathing adult stage.

B 3 seaplane, tank, or other vehicle that can op-
erate on land and on water. . adj. of or relat-
ing to this class of animals: reptile and amphib-
ian biology.

amephoera |'zmfsors| <z (pl. amphorae
|-,ré| or amphoras) a tall ancient Greek or
Roman jar with two handles and a narrow
neck.

ameple |'zmpsl| . ad. (ampler, amplest)
enough or more than enough; plentiful: there
is ample time for discussion | an ample supply of
consumer goods.

M large and accommodating: ke leaned back in
his ample chair. ®used euphemistically to
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convey that someone is overweight: she stood
with her hands on her ample hips.
DERIVATIVES: ameplesness n.
|-p(a)le| adv.

amepliefy |'zmpls fi| « v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.]
(often be amplified) increase the volume of
(sound), esp. using an amplifier: the accompa-
nying chords were amplified 1o a painful level |
[as adj.] (amplified) amplied pop music was
playing.

m increase the amplitude of (an electrical sig-
nal or other oscillation). ® cause to become
more marked or intense: urban policy initia-
tives amplified social polarization. ® make mul-
tiple copies of (a gene or DNA sequence).
m enlarge upon or add detail to (a story or
statement): the notes amplify information con-
tained in the statement.

DERIVATIVES: ameplicfiecastion | @mplofi
'kasHan | n.

amepulela | 2m'pools; -'pala| « n. (pl. ampul-
lae |-1&|) a roughly spherical flask with two
handles, used in ancient Rome.

| 3 flask for sacred uses such as holding holy
oil. ® (in anatomy & zoology) a cavity, or the
dilated end of a duct, shaped like a Roman
ampulla.

ameuelet |'zmyolit| .7 an ornament or
small piece of jewelry thought to give protec-
tion against evil, danger, or disease.

Ancacbapetism | zna'bap tizom| «n the
doctrine that baptism should be adminis-
tered only to believing adults, held by a radi-
cal Protestant sect that emerged during the
1520s and 1530s.
DERIVATIVES: Ancacbapetist n. & adj.

a*nachero*nism |>'nakrs nizom| « . a thing
belonging or appropriate to a period other
than that in which it exists, esp. a thing that
is conspicuously old-fashioned: everything
was as it would have appeared in centuries past
apart from one anachronism, a bright yellow con-
struction crane.

| an act of attributing a custom, event, or ob-
ject to a period to which it does not belong:
the text is full of anachronisms suggesting later
additions.

DERIVATIVES: a*snachero*nisetic |3' nakrs
‘nistik| adj. a*nacheroenissticcalely |3
,naekra'nistik(3)1€| adv.

aneaecoeluethon | xnaka'l6o, THan| «n. (pl.
anacolutha |-TH>|) a sentence or construc-
tion that lacks grammatical sequence, such as
while in the garden, the door banged shut.
DERIVATIVES: an*asco*lucthic |-THik| adj.

aneasgram |'znsgrzm| - n. a word, phrase,
or name formed by rearranging the letters of
another, such as cinema, formed from iceman.
« 2. (anagrammed, anagramming) make
an anagram of; anagrammatize.
DERIVATIVES: aneasgramemateic
| ,nagra'matik| adj. aneasgramemateiscal
| ,@nagra'maetikal| ady.

aenal |'anl| « ad. involving, relating to, or sit-
uated near the anus.

& (in Freudian psychoanalysis) relating to or
denoting a stage of infantile psychosexual de-
velopment supposedly preoccupied with the

ameply
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anus and defecation. ® excessively orderly
and fussy (anal-retentive): he’s anal about
things like that.

DERIVATIVES: asnalely adv.

aneaclects |'mnlek(t)s| (also analecta)
« plural n. a collection of short literary or phil-
osophical extracts: analects of Confucius.

anealegessic | znl'jezik; -sik| « adj. (chiefly
of a drug) acting to relieve pain. 7. an an-
algesic drug.

aneaclog | 'znl dg; - dg| (also analogue) . n.
a person or thing seen as comparable to an-
other: the idea that the fertilized egg contains a
miniature analog of every adult structure.

B (in chemistry) a compound with a molecu-
lar structure closely similar to that of another.
« adj. relating to or using signals or informa-
tion represented by a continuously variable
physical quantity such as spatial position or
voltage. Often contrasted with DIGITAL.

m (of a clock or watch) showing the time by
means of hands rather than displayed digits.

a°nal*o°gous |s'nzlogss| » adj. (often anal-
ogous to) comparable in certain respects,
typically in a way that makes clearer the na-
ture of the things compared: they saw the re-
lationship berween a ruler and his subjects as
analogous to that of father and children.

m (of organs, in biology) performing a similar
function but having a different evolutionary
origin, such as the wings of insects and birds.
Often contrasted with HOMOLOGOUS.
DERIVATIVES: a*naleo*gouscly adv.

asnal*o°gy |o'nzloje| « n. (pl. -ies) a compar-
ison between two things, typically on the ba-
sis of their structure and for the purpose of
explanation or clarification: an analogy be-
tween the workings of nature and those of hu-
man societies | interpreting logical functions by
analogy with machines.

W a correspondence or partial similarity: the
syndrome 1s called deep dysgraphia because of its
analogy to deep dyslexia. M a thing that is
comparable to something else in significant
respects: works of art were seen as an analogy
for works of nature. ® (in logic) a process of ar-
guing from similarity in known respects to
similarity in other respects. ®a process by
which new words and inflections are created
on the basis of regularities in the form of
existing ones. ® (in biology) the resemblance
of function between organs that have a differ-
ent evolutionary origin.

DERIVATIVES: aneaclogeiscal | 2no'ldji-
kal| adj. aneaclogriscalely | zns'l3jik()lE|
adv. analogize v.

a*naleyesis |[o'nzlosis| «n (pl. analyses
| -,s€z|) detailed examination of the elements
or structure of something, typically as a basis
for discussion or interpretation: statistical
analysis | an analysis of popular culture.

m the process of separating something into its
constituent elements. Often contrasted with
SYNTHESIS. B the identification and measure-
ment of the chemical constituents of a sub-
stance or specimen. B short for PSYCHOANAL-
vsis. B (in linguistics) the use of separate,
short words and word order rather than in-

anathema

flection or agglutination to express grammat-
ical structure. B the part of mathematics con-
cerned with the theory of functions and the
use of limits, continuity, and the operations
of calculus.

DERIVATIVES: ancaclyteiccal adj. ansaslyte
iscalely adv.

aneaclyteic | nl'itik| (also analytical) « adj.
relating to or using analysis or logical rea-
soning.

B (in logic) true by virtue of the meaning of the
words or concepts used to express it, so that
its denial would be a self-contradiction. # (of
a language) tending not to alter the form of
its words and to use word order rather than
inflection or agglutination to express gram-
matical structure.

Aneacnieas | ,zno'niss| (in the New Testa-
ment) the husband of Sapphira, struck dead
because he lied (Acts 5).

B a liar.

aneaspest | '=znos,pest| (Brit. anapaest) « n. (in
prosody) a metrical foot consisting of two
short or unstressed syllables followed by one
long or stressed syllable.

DERIVATIVES: aneaspesctic | ,zna'pestik|
adj.

asnapheoera |s'nzfors| 7. 1 the use of a
word referring to or replacing a word used
earlier in a sentence, to avoid repetition, such
as do in I like it and so do they. 2 the repetition
of a word or phrase at the beginning of suc-
cessive clauses. 3 (in Christian ritual) the part
of the Eucharist that contains the consecra-
tion, anamnesis, and communion.
DERIVATIVES: anecasphoreic | ,2na'forik|
adj.

aneapheroediseicac |=n,=fro'dize,zk| - adj.
(chiefly of a drug) tending to reduce sexual
desire. « 7. an anaphrodisiac drug.

anearechic | z'nirkik| « adj. with no control-
ling rules or principles to give order: an anar-
chic and bitter civil war.

B (of comedy or a person’s sense of humor)
uncontrolled by convention: anarchic wit.
DERIVATIVES: anearechiecal [-ikal| adj.
anearechiecalely |-ik(d)le| adv.

anearechist |'znorkist|{ «#n a person who
believes in or tries to bring about anarchy.
« adj. relating to or supporting anarchy or
anarchists: an anarchist newspaper.
DERIVATIVES: ancarechisetic
tk| adj. an*arschism n.

anearechy |'znorkeé| .7 a state of disorder
owing to absence or nonrecognition of au-
thority: we must ensure public order in a coun-
try threatened with anarchy.

B social or political confusion: the futiliry and
anarchy of modern city life. ®mthe absence of
government as a political ideal, and absolute
freedom of the individual: Lberty will arise, a
liberty that in fact will be identical with anarchy.

asnatheeema |s'neTHomM>| » 7. 1 something
or someone that one vehemently dislikes: po-
lLitical correctness is anathema to her. 2 a for-
mal curse by a pope or a council of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, excommunicating a
person or denouncing a doctrine.

| ,@enar'kis-



anchorite

B a strong curse: the sergeant clutched the mal-
Sfunctioning transmitter, muitering anathemas.

anechorerite |'=NGkorit| « 7. a religious rec-
luse.
DERIVATIVES:
tik| adj.

anecilelarey |'znss leré| « adj. providing nec-
essary support to the primary activities or op-
eration of an organization, institution, indus-
try, or system: the development of ancillary
services to support its products.

® additional; subsidiary: paragraph 19 was
merely ancillary to paragraph 16. «n. (pl.
-ies) a person whose work provides neces-
sary support to the primary activities of an
organization, institution, or industry: the em-
ployment of specialist teachers and ancillaries.

8 something that functions in a supplementary
or supporting role: an undergraduate course of
three main subjects with related ancillaries.

anedanste |in'din,ta| « adj. & adv. (esp. as a
musical direction) in a moderately slow
tempo. ez a movement or composition
marked to be played andante.

anedrogeyenous |zn'drijonas| « adj. partly
male and partly female in appearance; of in-
determinate sex.

= having the physical characteristics of both
sexes; hermaphrodite.
DERIVATIVES: anedroegyne #n. an androgy-
nous individual. anedrogey*ny |-né| n.

anedroid |'zn,droid| - n. (in science fiction)
a robot with a human appearance.

aneecedoctal | znik'dotl| «adj. (of an ac-
count) not necessarily true or reliable, be-
cause based on personal accounts rather than
facts or research: while there was much anecdo-
tal evidence there was hutle hard fact | these
claims were purely anecdotal.

= characterized by or fond of telling anec-
dotes: her book is anecdotal and charry. ® [attrib.]
(of a painting) depicting small narrative inci-
dents: nineteenth-century French anecdotal
paintings.

DERIVATIVES: ancecedostaleist
ancecedortalely adv.

ancecedote |'znik,dot| .n a short and
amusing or interesting story about a real in-
cident or person: ke told anecdotes about his job
| he had a rich store of anecdote.

B an account regarded as unreliable or hear-
say: his wife’s death has long been the subject of
rumor and anecdote. ® the depiction of a mi-
nor narrative incident in a painting.
DERIVATIVES: an*ecedortal adj.

aene*miea |s'nemeéa| (Brit. anaemia) «n. a
condition marked by a deficiency of red
blood cells or of hemoglobin in the blood,
resulting in pallor and weariness.

a°ne*mic |s'némik| (Britanaemic) . adj. suf-
fering from anemia.

B Jacking in color, spirit, or vitality: an anemic
rendering of mountain landscape.

a*nent |a'nent| s prep. concerning; about: I’/
say a few words anent the letter.

aneereoebic | @ne'robik; ,&na-| . adj. relat-
ing to, involving, or requiring an absence of
free oxygen: anerobic bacteria.

anechor¢riteic | ,&NGka'ri-

|-ist| n.
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angular

| relating to or denoting exercise that does not
improve or is not intended to improve the ef-
ficiency of the body’s cardiovascular system
in absorbing and transporting oxygen. anero-
bic exercise like weightlifting requires short sud-
den bursts of energy. Cf. AEROBIC.
DERIVATIVES: ancer*ocbiccalely |-bik(s)-
le| adv.

aneesethetsic | ,znos'THetik| (Brit. anaes-
thetic) « #. 1 a substance that induces insen-
sitivity to pain. 2 (anesthetics) [treated as
sing.] the study or practice of anesthesia.
« adj. inducing or relating to insensitivity to
pain.

ancesethestist |o'nestwitist| (Brit. anaes-
thetist) - #. a medical specialist who admin-
isters anesthetics. (An anesthesiologist is a
doctor trained in the science of anesthetics
(anesthesiology).)

aneeuerysm |'anyo rizom| (also aneurism)
« 7. an excessive localized and often danger-
ous enlargement of an artery caused by a
weakening of the artery wall.
DERIVATIVES: anceuerysemal
adj.

anegico*sperm |'znjés,sparm| «7n a plant
that has flowers and produces seeds enclosed
within a seed vessel (carpel). Most herba-
ceous plants, shrubs, grasses, and trees are
angiosperms.

anegliecize |'mNGglisiz| <o f[trans) make
English in form or character: ke anglicized his
name to Goodman | [as adj.] (anglicized) an
anglicized form of a Navajo word.
DERIVATIVES: aneglisciezastion | ,&NGglisi
'zasHon | n.

aneglosphone |'zNGglo,fon| « adi. English-
speaking: anglophone students | the population
of west Montreal is largely anglophone. « n. an
English-speaking person.

Aneglo-Saxeon . adj. relating to or denoting
the Germanic inhabitants of England from
their arrival in the 5th century up to the Nor-
man Conquest.

B of English descent. ® of, in, or relating to the
Old English language. ® (of an English word
or expression) plain, in particular vulgar:
using a lot of good old Anglo-Saxon expletives.
« 7. 1 a Germanic inhabitant of England be-
tween the 5th century and the Norman Con-
quest.

B a person of English descent. ®any white,
English-speaking person. 2 another term for
Old English, the language of the Anglo-
Saxons to about 1150.

® plain English, in particular vulgar slang.

angst |&NG(k)st; 4NG(k)st| « n. a feeling of
deep anxiety or dread, typically an unfocused
one about the human condition or the state
of the world in general: adolescent angst.

B a feeling of persistent worry about some-
thing trivial: my hair causes me angst.

aneguine . adj. of or resembling a snake.

aneguelar |'eNcgyalor| « adj. 1 (of an object,
outline, or shape) having angles or sharp cor-
ners: angular chairs | Adam’s angular black
handwriting.

= (of a person or part of the body) lean and

| -,rizmal|




animadvert

having a prominent bone structure: her angu-
lar face. W (esp. of a person’s way of moving)
not flowing smoothly; awkward or jerky: his
movements were stiff and angular. the music is
angular and sardonic. B placed or directed at
an angle: he launched an angular shot across the
face of the goal. 2 denoting physical properties
or quantities measured with reference to or
by means of an angle, esp. those associated
with rotation: angular acceleration.
DERIVATIVES: aneguelarsisty
'lerite; -'ler- | n. aneguelarely adv.
aneismadevert | ,znomad'vart| . 2. [intrans.]
(animadvert on/upon/against) pass criti-
cism or censure on; speak out against: we shall
be obliged to animadvert most severely upon you
in our report | many travelers animadvert
against their own towns and cities.
DERIVATIVES: an*i*madeverssion n.
anei*mateed |'xno matid| « adj. 1 full of life
or excitement; lively: an animated conversa-
tion. 2 (of a movie) made using animation
techniques: an animated version of the classic

Sfairytale.

B moving or appearing to move as if alive: an-
imated life-size figures.
DERIVATIVES: an*i*mateed-ly adv.

aneiemastion | xna'masHon| » 2z 1 the state
of being full of life or vigor; liveliness: they
started talking with amimation.

B the state of being alive. 2 the technique of
filming successive drawings or positions of
puppets or models to create an illusion of
movement when the movie is shown as a se-
quence: [as adj.] animarion techniques | anima-
tions as backdrops for live action.

B (also computer animation) the manipula-
tion of electronic images by means of a com-
puter in order to create moving images.

anei*mism |'zns,mizom| «n 1 the attribu-
tion of a living soul to plants, inanimate
objects, and natural phenomena. 2 the belief
in a supernatural power that organizes and
animates the material universe.
DERIVATIVES: anei*mist ». anei*misetic
| ,eena'mistik| adj.

anei'moseiety | ®ns'misite| «n (pl. -ies)
strong hostility: e no longer felt any animos-
ity toward her | the animosity between
Norm and his brother | the five decided to put
aside their animosities.

anei*mus |'znomoas| - 7. 1 hostility or ill feel-
ing: the author’s animus toward her. 2 motiva-
tion to do something: the reformist animus
came from within the Party. 3 the psychologist
C.G. Jung’s term for the masculine part of a
woman’s personality. Often contrasted with
anima, the feminine part of a man’s person-
ality.

anenals |'znlz| « plural n. a record of events
year by year: eighth-century annals for a small
English town.

® historical records: the annals of the famous Eu-
ropean discoverers | the deed will live forever in
the annals of infamy. ® (Annals) used in the
titles of learned journals: Annals of Internal
Medicine.

aneneal |a'nél| .o [trans] heat (metal or

| ,®&NGgy2
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annunciate

glass) and allow it to cool slowly, in order to
remove internal stresses and toughen it.
DERIVATIVES: anenealeer 7.

anenex - v. |a'neks; 'eneks| [trans.] (often be
annexed) append or add as an extra or sub-
ordinate part, esp. to a document: the first ten
amendments were annexed to the Constitution
m 1791 | {as ad)] (annexed) the annexed dia-
gram.

B add (territory) to one’s own territory by ap-
propriation: Roxbury was annexed to Barton
in 1868. W take for oneself; appropriate: it was
bad enough that Richard should have annexed
his girlfriend. ® add or attach as a condition or
consequence. «#n. |'@neks; -iks| (pl. an-
nexes) 1 a building joined to or associated
with a main building, providing additional
space or accommodation. 2 an addition to a
document: an annex to the report.
DERIVATIVES: anenexeastion | znek
'sasHon; ,znik-| 7. anenexeaction*ism 7.
anenexeastioneist | @nek'sasHonist; ,2nik- |
n. & adj.

anenichielate |o'nislat| .. (trans] destroy
utterly; obliterate: a simple bomb of this type
could annihilate them | a crusade to annihilate
evil.

& defeat utterly: the stronger force annihilated its
opponent virtually without loss.
DERIVATIVES: anenichiclastor |- lator| n.
anenichiclastion |3 nis'lasHon| n.

anenueal |'zmnyowal| s adj. occurring once
every year: the union’s annual conference | the
sponsored walk became an annual event | an an-
nual report.

B calculated over or covering a period of a
year: annual accounts | an annual rate of in-
crease | his basic annual income. 8 (of a plant)
living only for a year or less, and perpetuat-
ing itself by seed: annual flowers. » n. a book
or magazine that is published once a year un-
der the same title but with different contents:
a Christmas annual | trade journals, annuals,
and directories.

® an annual plant: sow annuals in spring. [as an
adj.] tending the annual beds.

DERIVATIVES: an*nucalely adv.

anenueisty |a'n(y)ooite| » n. (pl. -ies) a fixed
sum of money paid to someone each year,
typically for the rest of his or her life: e left
her an annuiry of §10,000 in his will.

® a form of insurance or investment entitling
the investor to a series of annual sums: [as
adj.] an annuity scheme.

anenul |3'nal| .o (annulled, annulling)
[trans.] (usu. be annulled) declare (an official
agreement, decision, or result) invalid: the
elections were annulled by the junta amid
renewed protests.

8 declare (a marriage) to have had no legal ex-
istence: her first marriage was annulled by His
Holiness.

DERIVATIVES: anenulsment 7.

anenuelar |'znyslor| « adj. ring-shaped.
DERIVATIVES: anenuelarely adv.

anenunecicate |o'nonse,at| .o [trans] indi-
cate as coming or ready; announce (some-
thing).



anodyne

aneoedyne |'zns,din| . adj. not likely to pro-
voke dissent or offense; uncontentious or in-
offensive, often deliberately so: anodyne piano
music | I attempted to keep the conversation as
anodyne as possible. « n. a pain-killing drug or
medicine.

| something that alleviates a person’s mental
distress: an anodyne to the misery she had put
him through.

aenoint |s'noint| « . {trans.] smear or rub with
oil, typically as part of a religious ceremony:
bodies were anointed after death for burial.

® (anoint something with) smear or rub
something with (any other substance): they
anoint the tips of their arrows with poison. ® cer-
emonially confer divine or holy office upon (a
priest or monarch) by smearing or rubbing
with oil:{with obj. and infinitive] zke Lord has
anointed me to preach to the poor | [with obj. and
complement] Samuel anointed him king. ® nomi-
nate or choose (someone) as successor to or
leading candidate for a position: ke was
anointed as the organizational candidate of the
party | [as adi] (anointed) his officially
anointed heir.

a*nomeaslous |a'ndmolos| . adj. deviating
from what is standard, normal, or expected:
an anomalous situation | sentences that are
grammatically anomalous
DERIVATIVES: aenome+aclousely adv. ae
nomeaclouseness 7.

aenomeaely |s'niamolé| « n. (pl. -ies) some-
thing that deviates from what is standard,
normal, or expected: there are a number of
anomalies in the present system | a legal anom-
aly | [with clause] the apparent anomaly that
those who produced the wealth were the poorest |
the position abounds in anomaly.
DERIVATIVES: anomalous 7.

aneoerexei*a | zna'rekses| « n. a lack or loss
of appetite for food (as a medical condition).

® (also anorexia nervosa) an emotional dis-
order characterized by an obsessive desire to
lose weight by refusing to eat.

aneteebelelum |, znte'belom| « adj. [attrib.] oc-
curring or existing before a particular war,
esp. the US CivilWar: the conventions of the an-
tebellum South.

ansteecedeent | znti'sédnt| «#n a thing or
event that existed before or logically precedes
another: some antecedents to the African novel
might exist in Africa’s oral traditions.

B (antecedents) a person’s ancestors or fam-
ily and social background: her early life and
antecedents have been traced. ® a word, phrase,
clause, or sentence to which another word
(esp. a following relative pronoun) refers.
B (in logic) the statement contained in the
“if” clause of a conditional proposition. ® the
first term in a mathematical ratio. » adj. pre-
ceding in time or order; previous or preexist-
ing: the antecedent events that prompt you 1o
break a diet.

® denoting a grammatical antecedent.
DERIVATIVES: anstescedsence n.

aneteedate |'znti,dat| » 2. [trans.] precede in
time; come before (something) in date: a civ-
ilization that antedated the Roman Empire.
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Antichrist

® indicate that (a document or event) should
be assigned to an earlier date: there are no ref-
erences to hum that would antedate his birth.

aneteediclueviean | zntédo'lovean| -« adj.
[attrib.] of or belonging to the time before the
biblical Flood: gigantic bones of antediluvian
animals.

® ridiculously old-fashioned: they mainzain an-
tediluvian sex-role stereotypes.

aneteerieor |zn'tiréar| . adj. 1 nearer the
front, esp. situated in the front of the body,
or nearer to the head or forepart: the veins
anterior to the heart. 2 coming before in
time; earlier: there are few examples of gold and
silver work anterior to the dynasty of the Ro-
manoffs.

DERIVATIVES: ancteerisoreisty
'0rite; -'dr-| n. ansteericorsly adv.

anetholeo*gy |=zn'THilsjé| -n (pl. -ies) a
published collection of poems or other pieces
of writing: an anthology of Persian poetry.

| 3 similar collection of songs or musical com-
positions issued in one album.
DERIVATIVES: anstholeoegist |-jist| #. ane
tholsosgize v.

anethroepoid |'znTHrs,poid| »adj. resem-
bling a human being in form: cartoons of an-
thropoid frogs.

B of or relating to the group of higher pri-
mates, which includes monkeys, apes, and
humans. ® (of an ape) belonging to the fam-
ily of great apes. ® (of a person) apelike in ap-
pearance or behavior: his crewcut sloped down
to an anthropoid forehead. « n. a higher pri-
mate, esp. an ape or one of the extinct rela-
tives of early humans.

B 3 person who resembles an ape in appear-
ance or behavior: anthrepoids ruled the streets.

ansthroepoleo*gy | @ntHra'pilsjé| «n. the
study of humankind, in particular:

= (also cultural or social anthropology) the
comparative study of human societies and
cultures and their development. ® (also
physical anthropology) the science of hu-
man zoology, evolution, and ecology.
DERIVATIVES: anethroepoclogeiccal |-pa
'14jikal| adj. an*thro*poleoegist |-jist| #.

ansthroepoemorephic | znTHrsps'morfik |
« adj. relating to or characterized by anthro-
pomorphism.

B having human characteristics: anthropomor-
phic bears and monkeys.

DERIVATIVES: anethrosposmorephiscale
ly |-ik(3)1e| adv.

ansthroepo*morephism | 2nTHrapa'mér
[fizom| « . the attribution of human charac-
teristics or behavior to a god, animal, or ob-
ject.

DERIVATIVES: ancthro*po*morsphize |- fiz|

| een, tiré

.

anethroepopheacgy | =nTHra'péfsjé| « n. the
eating of human flesh by human beings; can-
nibalism.
DERIVATIVES: ansthro*popheacgous |-gas|
adj.

Anetiechrist |'aznte krist; '®nti-| -n (the
Antichrist) a great personal opponent of
Christ who will spread evil throughout the
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world before being conquered at Christ’s sec-
ond coming.

| 3 person or force seen as opposing Christ or
the Christian Church.

anetieclereiecal | znte'klorikal; ,@nti-| « adj.
opposed to the power or influence of the
clergy, esp. in politics. « 7. a person holding
such views.
DERIVATIVES:
Jlizom| n.

anetiecliemax |, znte'klimaks; ,@nti-| «n. a
disappointing end to an exciting or impres-
sive series of events: the rest of the journey was
an antichmax by comparison | a sense of anti-
climax and incipient boredom.

DERIVATIVES: anetisclismacstic |-kli'mak-
tik| adj. anstieclismacetiecalely |-kli'mak-
tk()Ie| adv.

aneti’gen |'zntijon| - #. a toxin or other for-
eign substance that induces an immune re-
sponse in the body, esp. the production of
antibodies (blood proteins that counteract al-
ien organisms by combining with them).
DERIVATIVES: anctisgencic | anti'jenik|
adj.

anetisheero (also anti-hero) .n. a central
character in a story, movie, or drama who
lacks conventional heroic, and displays in-
stead the opposite, attributes.

anetiemaecasesar | azntémo'kasor| .7 a
piece of cloth put over the back of a chair to
protect it from grease and dirt or as an orna-
ment.

anetiemoeny |'ents,moné| « . the chemical
element of atomic number 51, a brittle
silvery-white metalloid. (Symbol: Sb)
DERIVATIVES: ancti*moenical | ,znts
'monésl| adj. anctismorenic | &nt3'minik|
adj. anctismoeni*ous |,@ntd'monéas| adj.

anetineo*my | 2n'tinomé| « . (pl. -ies) a con-
tradiction between two beliefs or conclusions
that are in themselves reasonable; a paradox.
DERIVATIVES: anetinso*mic adj.

aneticoxeiedant | ente'iksidont; ,&nti-| « 7. a
substance that inhibits oxidation, esp. one
used to counteract the deterioration of stored
food products.

B a substance such as vitamin C or E that
removes potentially damaging oxidizing
agents in a living organism.

anstiepactheteic | 2n,tipa'THetik | « adj. show-
ing or feeling a strong aversion: iz 7s human
nature to be antipathetic to change.

anstipeasthy |=n'tipoTHE| «n (pl. -ies) a
deep-seated feeling of dislike; aversion: his
Sfundamental antipathy to capitalism | a
thinly disguised mutual antipathy.

anetipheoenal | zn'tifonl| « ad). (esp. in tradi-
tional western Christian liturgy) (of a short
sentence or its musical setting [an antiphon])
sung, recited, or played alternately by two
groups. e n. another term for anziphonary, a
book of antiphons.
DERIVATIVES: anctipheoe*nalsly adv.

anetipeoedes |zn'tipadéz| » plural n. (the
Antipodes) places on the surface of the earth
directly or diametically opposite to each
other, or those who live there.

anstieclerciccaleism |-

antithesis

® the direct opposite of something: we are the
very antipodes of trades unions.
DERIVATIVES: anetipeosdesan
adj., n.

anetiequarei*an | znti'kweréan| . adj. relat-
ing to or dealing in antiques or rare books.

B valuable because rare or old: out-of-print and
antiquarian books. «n. (also antiquary) a
person who studies or collects antiques or
antiquities.
DERIVATIVES:
Jnizom| n.

anstiqeuioty |zn'tikwité| » n. (pl. -ies) 1 the
ancient past, esp. the period before the Mid-
dle Ages: the grear civilizations of antiquiry.

B [with adj.] a specified historical period dur-
ing the ancient past: cameos dating from class-
ical antiquiry. W (usu. antiquities) an object,
building, or work of art from the ancient past:
a collection of Islamic antiquities. 2 great age: a
church of great antiquity.

ansti-Semeistism .« . hostility to or prejudice
against Jews.

DERIVATIVES: ancti-Semeite ». ancti-See
miteic adj.

USAGE: Although the term Semitic applies
to Arabs and other peoples as well as to Jews
(see SEMITE), the term anti-Semitism is
used only of prejudice against the latter.

|-'dean|

anctiequareieancism |-

anstiesepetic |,&nti'septik| - adj. of, relating
to, or denoting substances that prevent the
growth of disease-causing microorganisms.

m (of medical techniques) based on the use of
such substances. W scrupulously clean or
pure, esp. so as to be bland or characterless:
the antiseptic modernity of a conference center.
7. an antiseptic compound or preparation.
DERIVATIVES: anctiesepetiecalely |-ik(3)-
le| adv.

anetiesoecial | @nte'sosHal; ,znti-| . ad).
1 contrary to or rejecting the laws and cus-
toms of society; devoid of or antagonistic to
sociable instincts or practices: a dangerous,
antisocial teenager | antisocial acts like vandal-
ism. 2 not wanting the company of others;
unsociable.

anstisetrosphe |an'tistrafé| « n. the second
section of an ancient Greek choral ode or of
one division of it. Cf. STROPHE and EPODE.

| the repitition of words in inverse order. @ an
inverse relation or correspondence.

anetitheeesis |an'tiTHasis| « . (pl. antithe-
ses |-,s€z|) a person or thing that is the di-
rect opposite of someone or something else:
love is the antithesis of selfishness.

ma contrast or opposition between two
things: the antithesis between occult and
rational mentalities M a figure of speech in
which an opposition or contrast of ideas is
expressed by parallelism of words that are
the opposites of, or strongly contrasted with,
each other, such as “hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all sins”: his sermons were full
of startling antitheses. ® (in Hegelian philoso-
phy) the negation of the thesis as the second
stage in the process of dialectical reasoning.
Cf. SYNTHESIS.



antitrust

anstistrust | antétrast; ,@nti-| .« ad. [attrib.]
(of legislation) preventing or controlling
trusts or other monopolies, with the intention
of promoting competition in business.

B connected with, or engaged in the enforce-
ment of, such legislation: an antitrust suit |
antitrust lawyers.

anetoenym |'znts,nim| « . a word opposite
in meaning to another (e.g., bad and good).
Cf. SYNONYM.
DERIVATIVES:
'tdinamas| adj.

anxeious | '&NG(k)sHas| « adj. 1 experiencing
worry, unease, Or nervousness, typically
about an imminent event or something with
an uncertain outcome: she was extremely anx-
tous about her exams.

| [attib.] (of a period of time or situation)
causing or characterized by worry or ner-
vousness: there were Some anxious Moments.
2 [usu with infinitive] wanting something very
much, typically with a feeling of unease: the
company was anxious to avoid any trouble |
[with clause] my parents were anxious that I get
an education.

DERIVATIVES: anxe*iousely adv. anxsious®
ness 7.

USAGE: Anxious and eager both mean
‘looking forward to something,” but they
have different connotations. Eager suggests
enthusiasm about something, a positive out-
look: I’m eager to get started on my vacation.
Anxious implies worry about something:
I’m anxious to get started before it rains.

an*ton*y*mous |£en

acoerist |'aarist| « 7. (esp. in Greek) an un-
qualified past tense of a verb without refer-
ence to duration or completion of the action.
« adj. relating to or denoting this tense.
DERIVATIVES: acoerisetic | aa'ristik| adj.

apeacthy |'zpsTHE| « n. lack of interest, en-
thusiasm, or concern: widespread apathy
among students.

DERIVATIVES: apeastheteic adj. apeasthete
iscalely adv.

aeperecu |iper'sco| «n. (pl. apergus pronunc.
same) a comment or brief reference that
makes an illuminating or entertaining point.

asperrietif | peri'téf| « n. an alcoholic drink
taken before a meal to stimulate the appetite.
Cf. LIQUEUR.

aspex! |'apeks| « abbr. (in the UK) Associa-
tion of Professional, Executive, Clerical, and
Computer Staff.

aspex2 |'apeks| « n. (pl. apexes |'a,peksaz| or
apices |'apa,sé€z; '&pa-|) the top or highest
part of something, esp. one forming a point:
the apex of the roof | the apex of his career.

B the highest point in a plane or solid figure,
relative to a base line or plane. ® the growing
point of a shoot. ® (in botany) the highest
level of a hierarchy, organization, or other
power structure regarded as a triangle or pyr-
amid: the central bank is at the apex of the fi-
nancial system. « v. [intrans.] reach a high point
or climax: melodic lines build up to the chorus
and 1t apexes at the solo.

asphaesia |2'fazHa| « n. loss of ability to un-
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derstand or express speech or written lan-
guage, caused by brain damage.
DERIVATIVES: asphassic |-zik| adj. & n.

asphereerssis |>'forisis| «7n 1 the loss of a
sound or sounds at the beginning of a word,
e.g., in the derivation of adder from nadder.
2 the removal of blood plasma from the body
by the withdrawal of blood, its separation into
plasma and cells, and the reintroduction of
the cells, used esp. to remove antibodies in
treating autoimmune diseases.

apheoerism |'xfs rizom | « 7. a pithy observa-
tion that contains a general truth, such as, “if
it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”

B a3 concise statement of a scientific principle,
typically by an ancient classical author.
DERIVATIVES: apheoerist n. apheosrisetic
| @efa'ristik| adj. apheoerisetiecalely | zfo
‘ristik(9)1é| adv. apheoerize |- riz| v.

apheroediseicac | =fro'dize,ek; -'deze-;
-'dezne-| « n. a food, drink, or drug that stim-
ulates sexual desire: the Romans worshiped the
apple as an aphrodisiac | |[as ad}.] aphrodisiac
powers. .

B 3 thing that causes excitement: for a few sec-
onds shed fallen for the aphrodisiac of music |
power is an aphrodisiac.

DERIVATIVES: apherosdiseicascal adj.

aspiearey |'apeeré| «n. (pl. -ies) a place
where bees are kept; a collection of beehives.
DERIVATIVES: aepicarcitan | dpeé'eréan|
adj. aspicacrist |-rist| n.

asplomb  |a'plim; oa'plam| <7z self-
confidence or assurance, esp. when in a
demanding situation: Diana handled the inter-
view with aplomb.

aspoceaclypse |a'pikalips| «n. (often the
Apocalypse) the complete final destruction
of the world, esp. as described in the biblical
book of Revelation.

B an event involving destruction or damage on
an awesome or catastrophic scale: a stock mar-
ket apocalypse| an era of ecological apocalypse.
a (the Apocalypse) (esp. in the Vulgate Bi-
ble) the book of Revelation.

DERIVATIVES: a*poceaslypetic adj. a*poc*
aslypetiecalely adv.

Aepoceryspha |a'pikrafs| « plural n. [treated
as sing. or pl.] biblical or related writings not
forming part of the accepted canon of Chris-
tian Scripture.

® (apocrypha) writings or reports not con-
sidered genuine.

aspoceryephal |o'pikrafal| - adj. (of a story
or statement) of doubtful authenticity, al-
though widely circulated as being true: an
apocryphal story about a former president.

m (also Apocryphal) of or belonging to the
Apocrypha: the apocryphal Gospel of Thomas.

apeordicetic |, @pa'diktik| (also apodeictic)
« adj. clearly established or beyond dispute.

apeoegee |'azpojé| « n. the point in the orbit
of the moon or a satellite at which it is far-
thest from the earth. The opposite of PERIGEE.

B the highest point in the development of
something; the climax or culmination of
something: the White House is considered the
apogee of American achievement.
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Apeolelo*ni*an | zps'lonéan| «adj. 1 of or
relating to the classical god Apollo. 2 of or
relating to the rational, ordered, and self-
disciplined aspects of human nature: the
struggle between cold Apollonian categorization
and Dionysian lust and chaos. Cf. DIONYSIAN.

aspoleoegeteics |5 pila‘jetiks| o plural n.
[treated as sing. or pl.] reasoned arguments or
writings in justification of something, typi-
cally a theory or religious doctrine.

apeocloegi*a |,2ps'10j(8)3| « n. a formal writ-
ten defense of one’s opinions or conduct: an
apologia for book-banning.

apeoclogue |'®ps,16g; - lag| « n. a moral fa-
ble, esp. one with animals as characters.

a*poleoegy |s'pilsje| « n. (pl. -ies) 1 a regret-
ful acknowledgment of an offense or failure:
we owe you an apology | my apologies for the de-
lay | I make no apologies for supporting that pol-
cy.

B a formal, public statement of regret, such as
one issued by a newspaper, government, or
other organization: the government demanded
an apology from the ambassador. @ (apologies)
used to express formally one’s regret at being
unable to attend a meeting or social function:
apologies for absence were received from
Miss Brown. 2 (an apology for) a very poor
or inadequate example of: we were shown into
an apology for a bedroom. 3 a reasoned argu-
ment or writing in justification of something,
typically a theory or religious doctrine: a spe-
cious apology for capitalism.

PHRASES: with apologies to used before
the name of an author or artist to indicate
that something is a parody or adaptation of
their work: here, with apologies to Rudyard
Kipling, is a more apt version of “If.”
apreoeplecetic | ,zpa'plektik| « adj. overcome
with anger; extremely indignant: Mark was
apoplectic with rage at the decision.

H relating to or denoting apoplexy (stroke): an
apoplectic attack.

DERIVATIVES: apeo*pleceticcalely |-ik(a)-
le| adv.

aspoeriea |2'p6érea| « n. an irresolvable inter-
nal contradiction or logical disjunction in a
text, argument, or theory: the celebrated aporia
whereby a Cretan declares all Cretans to be liars.

B the expression of doubt.

asposetaesy |a'pistasé| «n the abandon-
ment or renunciation of a religious or politi-
cal belief.

DERIVATIVES: a*posetate adj. & n. a*poe
stateiecal adj. a*posctastize v.

a posetecri®oeri | '4 pi,stire'd,re; -,1i; 'a| « adj.
relating to or denoting reasoning or knowl-
edge that proceeds from observations or
experiences to the deduction of probable
causes. Cf. A PRIORI.

o [sentence adverb] (loosely) of the nature of an
afterthought or subsequent rationalization.
eadv. in a way based on reasoning from
known facts or past events rather than by
making assumptions or predictions.

® (loosely) with hindsight; as an afterthought.

asposetroephe |o'pistrafé| « n. an exclama-
tory passage in a speech or poem addressed

appertain

to a person (typically one who is dead or ab-
sent) or thing (typically one that is personi-
fied).

a*potheeccarey |o'pitHikere| «n (pl. -ies)
formerly, a person who prepared and sold
medicines and drugs.

aprosthegm |'®ps,THem| (Brit. apoph-
thegm) . n. a concise saying or maxim; an
aphorism.
DERIVATIVES:
THeg'meetik| adj.

aspotheecossis |5 piTHe'Gsis| « 7. (pl. apoth-
eoses |-séz|) [usu. in sing.] the highest point
in the development of something; culmina-
tion or climax: his appearance as Hamlet was
the apotheosis of his career.

o the elevation of someone to divine status; de-
ification.

apepall |3'pdl| «2. (appalled, appalling)
{trans.] (usu. be appalled) greatly dismay or
horrify: bankers are appalled at the economic
incompetence of some nunisters | [as adj] (ap-
palled) Alison looked at me, appalled.

apeparratechik | dps'ricHik| «n. (pl. appa-
ratchiks or apparatchiki) an official in a
large organization, typically a political one:
Republican apparatchiks.

® a3 member of a Communist Party political
machine.

apepacrateus | @pa'retas; -'ratas| e no (pl
apparatuses) 1 the equipment needed for a
particular activity or purpose: laboratory ap-
paratus.

® the organs used to perform a particular bod-
ily function: the specialized male and female
sexual apparatus. 2 a complex structure
within an organization or system: the appa-
ratus of government. 3 (also critical appa-
ratus or apparatus criticus) a collection of
notes, variant readings, and other matter
accompanying a printed text.

apeparcristion | zpa'risHan| - 7. a ghost or
ghostlike image of a person.

M the appearance of something remarkable or
unexpected, typically an image of this type:
twentieth-century apparitions of the Virgin.
DERIVATIVES: apeparrictioneal |-sHanl|
adj.

apepease |>'pez| - v [trans.] 1 pacify or pla-
cate (someone) by acceding to demands:
amendments have been added to appease local
pressure groups. 2 relieve or satisfy (a demand
or a feeling): we give to charity because it
appeases our guilt.

DERIVATIVES: ap*peasesment 7. ap*peas®
er n.

apepelslate |s'pelit| » adj. [atirib.] (typically of
a court) concerned with or dealing with
applications for decisions to be reversed
(appeals).

apepelslastion | zpa'lasHan| » 7. a name or
title: the city fully justifies its appellation “the
Pearl of the Orient.”

® the action of giving a name to a person or
thing.

apeperetain |, zpar'tan| . o. [intrans.} 1 (ap-
pertain to) relate to; concern: the answers
generally appertain to improvements in stan-

apeosthegemateic |, zpa-



applicué

dards of service. 2 be appropriate ot applica-
ble: the instirurional arrangerents thar apper-
tai rander thes sysrem,

apeplisqué | xpli'ki| «n a technique of or-
namental needlework in which pieces of fab-
ric are sewn o1 stuck onto a large picce of fab-
ric to form pictures or patterns.

By piece of such work, .o (appliqués,
appliquéd, appliquéing) [lrans] (usu. be
appliquéd) decorate {a piece of fabric) in
such a way: the coat &s appliguéd with vxotic-
looking cloth | [as adj} (appliquéd) 79%#h-
ceninry appliquéd siths.

B sew or stick (pieces of fabric) onto a large
plece of fabric to form pictures or patterns:
the floral morifs are appliquéd o christening
rabes,

ap*porstion |3'porsHan| -z [trans] divide
and allocate: voing porwer will be apportoned
according o popdadion.

B assign; they did nor apportion blame or fiabil-
ity to any ene individual,

ap*por¢tion*ment |s'porsHanmant| - 5. the
action ar result of apportioning something:
an exercise in apportionment of Blame.

B the determination of the propertional num-
ber of mernbers each state sends to the U.S.
House of Representatives, based on popula-
tion fgures.

ap*possite {'xpazit| - adi. apt in the circum-
stances or in relation (o something: searched
Jfor an apposite gumation | the observations are
apposite to the discussion,

DERIVATIVES: apspossitesly adv. apspos
siterness m

apepraise |»'praz| « v, [trans] assess the value
or quality of: she steafthilty appratsed hine in a
pocker mrrvor | [intrans.] the intervieeeer’s job is o
appraise and cvafuate.

8 {of an official or expert) set a price on; value:
they appraised the painring ar $200,000,
DERIVATIVES: ap*prais+=al » ap+prais+er
s, appraissing-ly adu
USAGE: Appraise, meaning ‘evaluate,’
should not be confused with apprise, which
means ‘inform’: The painting was appratsed at
$3,000,000. They gasped when apprised of this
valiation.

apeprechenssion | apri‘hencHan| « » 1 an-
ety or fear that something bad or unpleas-
ant will happen: ke felr sick with apprehension
| she had sonie apprehensions aboue the filsing,
2 intellectual facully or action; undetstand-
Ing; grasp: a weriter with a veal apprehonsion of
poverty | the pure apprehiension of the work of
art. 3 the acuon of arresting someone: they
ran to aveid apprehension,

aprprise |a'priz| -2 [lrans} inform or tell
(someone): T thought it right o apprise Ghris
of whar had huppened.

ap*prosba*tion | xpra'bisHan| « a. approval
or praise; the opera mier with igh approbarion.
DERIVATIVES: approshastive | '=pra,bakh
tiv; 3'probativ]  adf. apsproshastosry |3
"proba tore | ady.

apsprospri*ate - adj. | 2'propré-ic| suitable or
proper in the circumstances: a wmeasire appro-
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aqueduct

pricte 1o @ wartime cconomy | take appropriate
precautions. « v, [-at] [frans] 1 ke (some-
thing) for one’s own use, typically without the
owmner's permussion: fis amages have been
appropriated by advertisers, 2 set aside (money
or assets) for a special purpose: there can be
problems in appropriating funds for legal
EXfIENses,

DERIVATIVES: apsprosprisatesly |-itl&|
adv, [sentence advarb) appropriately, the first re-
citad wnll be given ar the festival apeproe

prisaterness |-itnis| u. apsprosprisacor
| -, atar| m
apepur~ternance |a'parin-ans| » s (Usu.

appurienances) an accessory or other iem
associated with a parricular activity or style of
living: alf the appurienances of luxurions ravel.

a pri*oeri |'id pré'ore; pri‘ori; 'a| - adi. relating
to or denoting reasomng or knowledge that
proceeds from theoretical deduction rather
than from observation or experience: dura
challenging a priori assumptions about hwman
watitre. = ade. in a way based on theoretical
deduction rather than empirical observation:
sexuality may be a factor bui it canrot be as-
smed @ priori, | [sentence adwerb] a prior, i
wondd seenr that fis government was an extenston
aof Syrian power.

DERIVATIVES: aspri*osrism | apri'Grizam;
-pré-; Jipré-| m

apsro*pos | apra'pd| » prep, with reference
1o concerning: she remarked apropos of the
inriarive, “Ii's nor going ro stop the abuse”
» ade. [sentence adverb] (apropos of nothing)
used 1o state a speaker’s belief that someone’s
cotmments or acts are unrelated 1 any previ-
ous discussion or sitwavion: fsabel kept smiding
aprapas of rothing. « adf. [predic] very appro-
priate o a particular situation: the composer’s
reference ro child’s play is apropos.

apse |zps| »n 1 alarge semicircular or po-
lygonal recess in a church, arched or with a
domed roof and typically at the eastern {al-
tar} end. 2 another term for arss,
DERIVATIVES: ap*sisdal |'@psidl| edr

apesis |‘xpsis| - n (pl apsides |- dez|) ei-
ther of two points on the orbit of a planet or
satellive that are nearest (o or farthest from
the body around which it moves.
DERIVATIVES: apssisdal |'xpsidl | ady.

apstistude |'zptii{yicod| « 1 a {often apti-

tude fory a natural ability 10 do sometlung:
the child’s remarkable aptitude for learning
words.

® 2 natural tendency: the team’s nanral apti-
tude for faifure. 2 suitability or fitness; apr-
ness: aponde of expression.

aqrua*culeture | 'ikwakalcar; 'ak-| « a. the
rearing of aquatic ammals or the culuvation
of agquatic plants for foed. Cf. HYDROTONICS,

ageugeplane |'dkwaplan; 'mk-| » n a board
for riding on water, pulled by a speedboat.
= . {intrans.] foften as n] (aquaplaning) ride
standing on an aquaplane.

B {of a vehicle) slide uncontrollably on a wet
surface; hydroplane: rthe plane is believed ro
have aquaplaned en the runsvay.

ageuesduct |'ikwa dakt; 'ak- | » & an artifi-
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cial channel for conveying water, typically in
the form of a bridge supported by tall
columns across a valley. Cf. viADUCT.

® a small body canal containing fluid.

ageuicline |'zkws lin; -lin| «adj. like an
eagle.

m (of a person’s nose) hooked or curved like an
eagle’s beak.

areacbesque | @ra'besk; er-| « 7. 1 an orna-
mental design consisting of intertwined flow-
ing lines, originally found in Arabic or Moor-
ish decoration: [as adj.] arabesque scrolls.

B a musical passage or composition with fan-
ciful ornamentation of the melody. 2 a ballet
posture in which the body is bent forward
and supported on one leg, with the other leg
extended horizontally backward and the
arms extended one forward and one back-
ward.

areasble |'zrabal; ‘er-| « adj. (of land) used or
suitable for growing crops.

8 (of crops) able to be grown on such land.
B concerned with growing such crops: arable
farming. « n. land or crops of this type.

arebister | 'irbitor| « 7. a person or force that
settles a dispute or has ultimate authority in
a matter: the military acted as arbiter of conflicts
berween political groups. C{. ARBITRATOR.

® (usu. arbiter of) someone whose views or
actions have great influence over trends in so-
cial behavior: an arbiter of taste.

arebistrage |'arbs,trdzH| « n. the simultane-
ous buying and selling of securities, currency,
or commodities in different markets or in de-
rivative forms in order to take advantage of
differing prices for the same asset. «w.
[intrans.] buy and sell assets in such a way.

arebistrarey |'irbi treré| « adj. based on ran-
dom choice or personal whim, rather than
any reason or system: his mealtimes were en-
tirely arbitrary.

® (of power or a ruling body) unrestrained and
autocratic in the use of authority: the commis-
sion has been criticized as arbitrary in its regula-
tion of the sport. B (of a mathematical constant
or other quantity) of unspecified value.
DERIVATIVES: arebistrarsicly | idrbs'trer-
olé| adv. arsbistrarsi*ness n.

arebietrate |'drbi,trat| « . [intrans.]) (of an in-
dependent person or body) reach an author-
itative judgment or settlement: the board has
the power to arbitrate in disputes | [trans.] it set
up a commission to arbitrate border tensions. Cf.
MEDIATE.

DERIVATIVES: arsbistraction n.
arebistrastor |'irbi trater| +7n an indepen-
dent person or body officially appointed to
settle a dispute. Cf. ARBITER.
areboreieculeture |'irbori kalcHoar; dr'bori-|
« n. the cultivation of trees and shrubs. Cf.
SILVICULTURE.
DERIVATIVES: arsboreisculetureal | drbara
'kalcHaral; dr'bori kalcHaral| adj. arsboreie
culetureist | drbara'kalcHarist;  4r'bors
kolcHarist| n.

arecade |ir'kad| - n. 1 a covered passageway
with arches along onc or both sides.

® a covered walk with stores along one or both
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sides. B a series of arches supporting a wall,
or set along it. Cf. COLONNADE. 2 (short for
video arcade) a building or establishment
containing electronic entertainment devices.
DERIVATIVES: arecadsed adj. arecadeing

n.

Arecacdica |ir'kades| a mountainous district
in the Peloponnese of southern Greece. In
poetic fantasy it represents a pastoral para-
dise and in Greek mythology it is the home of
Pan.

® an ideal region of rural contentment.

arecaena |ar'kana| « plural n. [treated as sing.
or pl] (sing. arcanum |-nam|) secrets or
mysteries: his knowledge of federal budget
arcana is legendary.

B [treated as sing.] either of the two groups of
cards in a tarot pack: the twenty-two trump
cards (the major arcana) and the fifty-six
suit cards (the minor arcana).

arecane |ir'kan| - adj. understood by few;
mysterious or secret: modern math and its ar-
cane notation.

DERIVATIVES: arecane*ly adv.
arechaecoleoegy | irkée'iloje| (also archeol-
ogy) - n. the study of human history and pre-
history through the excavation of sites and
the analysis of artifacts and other physical re-
mains.
DERIVATIVES: arechaecoclogeic |-3'lijik|
adj. arschae*oclogeiscal |-3'l4jikal| adj. are
chaecorlogeiscalely |-2'l3jik(a)leé| adv. are
chaecoleosgist |-jist| n.

arechacic |ir'kaik| «adj. very old or old-
fashioned; primitive: prisons are run on archaic
methods.

® (of a word or a style of language) no longer
in everyday use but sometimes used to impart
an old-fashioned flavor. B of an early period
of art or culture, esp. the 7th—6th centuries BC
in Greece: the archaic temple ar Corinth.
DERIVATIVES: arechaciccalely |-ik(a)le]
adv.

arechasism |'drke izom; 'irka-| « n. a thing
that is very old or old-fashioned.

B an archaic word or style of language or art.
B the use or conscious imitation of very old or
old-fashioned styles or features in language
or art.
DERIVATIVES:
Jarka-| adj.

arschestype |'drk(a),tip| «n a very typical
example of a certain person or thing: the book
is a perfect archetype of the genre.

@ an original that has been imitated: the arche-
type of faith is Abraham. B a recurrent symbol
or motifin literature, art, or mythology: myth-
ological archetypes of good and evil. ® (in Jun-
gian psychology) a primitive mental image
inherited from the earliest human ancestors,
and supposed to be present in the COLLECTIVE
UNCONSCIOUS.
DERIVATIVES: arechestypeal adj. arechee
typeiscal | idrk(a)'tipikal| adj.

arechiepeleasgo | irka'pels,gd| « n. (pl. -os or
-oes) a group of islands.

W a sea or stretch of water containing many
islands.

arechacisetic | irke'istik;



architectonic

arechistecetoneic | irki tek'tinik| « adj. of or
relating to architecture or architects.

B (of an artistic composition or physical ap-
pearance) having a clearly defined structure,
esp. one that is artistically pleasing: the paint-
ing’s architectonic harmony. «n. (architec-
tonics) [usu. treated as sing.] the scientific
study of architecture.

B musical, literary, or artistic structure: the
architectonics of Latin prose.

DERIVATIVES: arechistecetonciscalely |-
ik(9)I€| adv.

arechive |'dr kiv| (usu. archives) « n. a col-
lection of historical documents or records
providing information about a place, institu-
tion, activity, or group of people: source mate-
rials in local archives | [as adj.] a section of ar-
chive film.

8 the place where such documents or records
are kept: to get into the archives I had to fill in a
request form. « v. [trans.] place or store (some-
thing) in such a collection or place.

B (in computing) transfer (data) to a less fre-
quently used storage medium such as mag-
netic tape, typically external to the computer
system and having a greater storage capacity.
DERIVATIVES: arschieval |ir'kival| adj. are
chisvist 7.

arecueate |'arkyowit; -, wat|  adj. shaped like
a bow; curved: the arcuate sweep of the chain of
islands.

aredent |'idrdnt| «adj. enthusiastic or pas-
sionate: an ardent baseball fan | an ardent
suitor.

® burning; glowing: ardent flames.
DERIVATIVES: aredently adv.

aredor |'drdar| (Brit. ardour) « n. enthusiasm
or passion: the stirrings of revolutionary ardor |
with the ardor of a lover.

aredueous |'drjowss| «adj. involving or
requiring strenuous effort; difficult and tir-
ing: an arduous journey.

DERIVATIVES: areducousely adv. aredue
ouseness 7.

asrecoela |o'réals| .n. (pl. areolae |-le|)
Anatomy a small circular area, in particular the
ring of pigmented skin surrounding a nipple.

®many of the small spaces between lines or
cracks on a leaf or an insect’s wing. B (in med-
icine) a reddened parch around a spot or
papule.

DERIVATIVES: asre*o*lar adj., asresoslate
|-lit; - lat| adj.

asréte |o'rat| » n. a sharp mountain ridge.

aregent | 'drjont| « adj. silver; silvery white: the
argent moon. » n. silver as a heraldic tincture.

Aregoenauts |'irgonéts| (in Greek mythol-
ogy) a group of heroes who accompanied
Jason on board the ship Argo in the quest for
the Golden Fleece.

B (argonaut) an adventurer with a quest, esp.
for gold; an explorer.

aregoesy |'drgosé| - n. (pl. -ies) a large mer-
chant ship, originally one from Ragusa (now
Dubrovnik) or Venice.

aregot | 'drgo; -gat| « n. the jargon or slang of
a particular group or class: teenage argot.

aeriea |'dres| - n. a long, accompanied song
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aromatic

for a solo voice, typically one in an opera or
oratorio.

areid | 'zrid; 'er-| « adj. (of land or a climate)
having little or no precipitation; too dry or
barren to support vegetation: hot and arid
conditions.

B Jacking in interest, excitement, or meaning:
his arid years in suburbia. | the second piece was
an arid rhythmic exercise
DERIVATIVES: acrideisty |3'riditeé| ». are
idely adv. arsideness n.

areisetocerascy |, eri'stikrose; ,er-| en. (pl
-ies) [treated as sing. or pl.] (usu. the aristo-
cracy) the highest class in certain societies,
esp. those holding hereditary titles or offices,
and usually landed estates: the ancient Polish
aristocracy had hereditary right to elect the
king.

® a form of government in which power is held
by the nobility. ® a state governed in this way.
B a group regarded as privileged or superior
in a particular sphere: high-level technocrats
make up a large part of this “technical aristo-
cracy.”

DERIVATIVES: aerisetoscrat n. acrisetoe
crateic adj. a*risetoscrateiceally adv.

USAGE: Aristocracy, oligarchy, and plu-
tocracy are sometimes confused. All mean
some form of rule by a small elite. Aristo-
cracy is rule by a traditional elite, held to be
made up of ‘the best’ people, and is usually
hereditary. Oligarchy is literally rule by a
few. Plutocracy is rule by the (necessarily
few) very rich.

aremaeda |dr'midds| -z a fleet of warships:
an armada of destroyers, minesweepers, and gun-
boats.

u (the Spanish Armada) a Spanish naval in-
vasion force sent against England and
defeated in 1588. W any fleet of boats, or the
like: an armada of inflatable rafts | the snow-
removal armada will grow to 135 plows.

Aremaegededon | irmo'gedn| sn (in the
New Testament) the last battle between good
and evil before the Day of Judgment.

8 the place where this will be fought. @ a dra-
matic and catastrophic conflict, typically seen
as likely to destroy the world or the human
race: nuclear Armageddon.

aremasture |'drms,cHoor; - CHar| s n. 1 the
rotating coil or coils of a dynamo or electric
motor.

B any moving part of an electrical machine in
which a voltage is induced by a magnetic
field. ® a piece of iron or other object acting
as a keeper for a magnet. 2 a metal framework
on which a sculpture is molded with clay or
similar material. 3 the protective covering of
an animal or plant.

® formerly, armor.

areoemateic |, zra'meatik; er-| « adj. 1 having
a pleasant and distinctive smell: a massage
with aromatic oils. 2 (of an organic chemical
compound) containing a planar unsaturated
ring of atoms that is stabilized by an interac-
tion of the bonds forming the ring. Such
compounds are typified by benzene and its




arpeggio

derivatives. « 7. 1 a substance or plant emit-
ting a pleasant and distinctive smell. 2 (usu.
aromatics) an aromatic chemical com-
pound.
DERIVATIVES: arco*mateiscalely |-ik(9)lg|
adv. areo*macticeisty |-mo'tisité | n.
arepegegi®o |ir'peje,d| « n. (pl. ~0s) the notes
of a musical chord played in succession, ei-
ther ascending or descending.
DERIVATIVES: ar*pegegicate v. arepegegi®
astion 7.

areraign |s'ran| .o (often be arraigned)
call or bring (someone) before a court to an-
swer a criminal charge; indict: Nick was
arraigned on Thursday | her sister was
arraigned on attempted murder charges.

B find fault with (someone or something); cen-
sure: the soldiers bitterly arraigned the govern-
ment for failing to keep its word.
DERIVATIVES: areraignement 7.

arerant |'zrang; 'er-| « adj. [attib.] 1 complete,
utter: what arrant nonsense! 2 public, notori-
ous: an arrant liar.

areras |'zros; 'er-| « n. a rich tapestry, typi-
cally hung on the walls of a room or used to
conceal an alcove.

areray |a'ra| «n 1 an impressive display or
range of a particular type of thing: there is a
vast array of literature on the topic | a bewilder-
g array of choices. 2 an ordered arrange-
ment, in particular:

B an arrangement of troops. ® (in mathemat-
ics) an arrangement of quantities or symbols
in rows and columns; a matrix. ® (in com-
puting) an ordered set of related elements.
B (in law) a list of jurors empaneled. 3 elabo-
rate or beautiful clothing: ke was clothed in fine
array. v, 1 [with obj. and adverbial of place]
(usu. be arrayed) display or arrange (things)
in a particular way: arrayed across the table was
a buffer | the forces arrayed against him.
2 [trans.] (usu. be arrayed in) dress someone
in (the clothes specified): they were arrayed in
Hungarian national dress. 3 [trans.] empanel (a
jury).

arerears |a'rirz| «plural n. money that is
owed and should have been paid earlier: ke
was suing the lessee for the arrears of rent.
PHRASES: in arrears behind in paying
money that is owed: tzo out of three tenants are
in arrears.

B (of payments made or due for wages, rent,
etc.) at the end of each period of work or
occupancy: you will be paid monthly in arrears.
DERIVATIVES: arereareage |3'ririj| .

arerhythsmiea |a'riTHmeés; o'riTH-| « 7. Medi-
cine a condition in which the heart beats with
an irregular or abnormal rhythm.
DERIVATIVES: arerhythemic |-mik| adj. .

areriére-penesée |iréer piN'sa| o7 a con-
cealed thought or intention; an ulterior mo-
tive.

arerieviste | ire'vest| .7 an ambitious or
ruthlessly self-seeking person, esp. one who
has recently acquired wealth or social status:
the transition from ingenue 1o arriviste.

areroegant |'mragont; 'er-| . adj. having or
revealing an exaggerated sense of one’s own
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artifice

importance; unduly assuming authority;
overly proud: ke’s arrogant and opinionated | a
typically arrogant assumption.

DERIVATIVES: arerosgance n. areroegante
ly adv.

areroegate |'mrs gat; 'er-| » v. [trans.] take or
claim (something) for oneself without justifi-
cation: they arrogate to themselves the abil-
1ty 1o divine the nation’s true interests.
DERIVATIVES: arero*gaction | &rs'gasHon;
'er-| n.

areson |'drsan| « n. the criminal act of delib-
erately setting fire to property: police are treat-
ing the fire as arson | [as adj.] an arson attack.
DERIVATIVES: areson¢ist |-nist| n.

art deceo . n. the predominant decorative art
style of the 1920s and 1930s, characterized
by precise and boldly delineated geometric
shapes and strong colors, and used most no-
tably in household objects and in architec-
ture: art deco furniture | the Art Deco district of
Moiami Beach

aretessian |ir'tezHon| . adj. relating to or
denoting a well bored perpendicularly into
water-bearing strata lying at an angle, so that
natural pressure produces a constant supply
of water with little or no pumping.

areticeuelate . ad;. |ir'tikyslit| 1 having or
showing the ability to speak fluently and co-
herently: an articulate account of their experi-
ences. 2 having joints or jointed segments.

® denoting a brachiopod that has projections
and sockets that form a hinge joining the two
halves of the shell. <2 |-lat| 1 [trans]
express (an idea or feeling) fluently and co-
herently: they were unable to articulate their
emorions.

® pronounce (something) clearly and dis-
tinctly: ke articulated each word with precision |
[intrans.] people who do not articulate well are
more difficult to lip-read. 2 [intrans.] form a joint:
the mandible is a solid piece articulating with
the head.

® (be articulated) be connected by joints: the
wing is articulated to the thorax.
DERIVATIVES: arsticeuclasble adj. aretice
uelascy |-lose| 7. areticeuclateely |-litle|
adv. arsticeuclatesness |-litnis| 7. arsticeue
lastor |- lator| n.

aretiefact |'irto fzekt| (Brit. artefact) » n. 1 an
object made by a human being, typically an
item of cultural or historical interest: gold and
stlver artifacts.

& such an object as distinguished from a simi-
lar object naturally produced. 2 something
observed in a scientific investigation or exper-
iment that is not naturally present but occurs
as a result of the preparative or investigative
procedure: widespread tissue infection may be a
technical artifact.
DERIVATIVES:
CHowal | adj.

aretiefice |'drdifis| »n clever or cunning
devices or expedients, esp. as used to trick or
deceive others: filmmakers were often forced to
rely on artifice and outright fakery | the artifices
of a crafty charlatan. | the style is not free from
the artifices of the period.

aretiefacetueal | irto'faek-



artisan |

ardtissan |'Artizan{ « n. a worker in a skilled
trade, esp. one that involves making things by
hkand.
DERIVATIVES: ar«tissan+al |-zsnl| adj.
arstiste |ir'test| - wn a professional enter-
tainer, esp. a singer or dancer: cabarer ariistes.
artsless |'artlas| « adi. without guile or de-
ception: an artless, naive girl | artless sincerity.
®without effort or prerentiousness; natural
and simple: an artless firerary masterpicee.
& without skill or finesse: Al awhward, artless
prote.
DERIVATIVES: artlessly adv. artlessness

.

art nou*veau » #. a style of decorative art, ar-
chitecture, and design prominent from the
1890s through the eady 19005 and charac-
terized by intricate linear designs based on
natural asymmetric forms and flowing
curves.

Areyean | 'erfan; '&r-| » #. a member of a peo-
ple speaking an Indo-European language
who invaded northern India in the 2nd mil-
lennium Bc, displacing the Dravidian and
other aboriginal peoples.

® dated term for Proto-Indo-European (a lost
language from which all Indo-European lan-
guages are thought to denive) or for Indo-
Iranian {a subgroup of Indo-European lan-
guages). B {in Nazi ideclogy) a person of
Caucasian race not of Jewish descent.

The idea that there was an “Aryan” race cor-
responding to the parent Indo-European
language was propesed by certain 19th-
century writers and was taken up by Hitler
and other proponents of racist ideology, but
it has been generally rejected by scholars.

» adi. of or relating to this people or their lan-
guage.

asscend+anscy |a'sendanse| {also ascen-
dency) - n, occupation of a position of dom-
inant power or influence: the ascendancy of
good over evil | they have a moral ascendancy
ouver the rich.

as*cend+ant |s'sendant| (also ascendent)
+ adi. 1 rising in power or influence: ascendant
moderare factions m the parry. 2 (in astrology,
of a planet, zodiacal degree, or sign) just
above the easternt honizon. + n. {in astrology)
the point on the ecliptic at which it imersects
the eastern horizon at a parucular time, typ-
ically that of a person’s birth.

& the point on an astrological chart represent-
ing this.
PHRASES in the ascendant rising in power
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asphalt

discipline {ascesss) and abstention from all
forms of mdulgence, typically for religious
reasons: an dscedte fife of praver, fasting, and
marnual labor | o narrow, humorless, ascetic face.
«n a person who practices such self-
discipline and abstention.
DERIVATIVES: asscetsiscally
ady. asscetrivcism |- sizam| m.

asseribe | o'skrib{ - v [trans ] (aseribe some-
thing to) atiribute something to (a cause): ke
ascribed Fane’s short temper to her upset stowr-
ach.

B (usu. be ascribed to) atcribute (a text, quo-
tanon, or work of art) o a particular person
or period: @ guotation ascribed o Thoreaw,
B (usu. be ascribed to) regard (a quality) as
belonging to: tough-mindedness o a qualiny
commonty ascribed to top bosses,
DERIVATIVES: asscribeasble adr.

Ashekesnazei | msaka'nzzé; asHka'nizé |
« 12, (ol Ashkenazim {-zim{) a Jew of cen-
tral or eastern European descent. More than
&0 percent of Jews today are Ashkenazim,
they preserve Palestinian rather than Baby-
lomian Jewish wraditions, and some soll use
Yiddish. .

DERIVATIVES: Ashehesnazeic |-zmk| adr.
asheram {'dsuram| +#. (in the Indian sub-
continent) g hermitage, mMoNastic Commu-
nity, or other place of religious retreat for
Hindus.

W 3 place of religious retreat or communiry Life
modeled on the Indian ashram.

Asgisateic | azne'miik; 3ze-| » adj. relating to
or deriving from Asia: Asiaric cholera | Asiaric
coastal regions. « n. Offenshve an Asian person.

usaGE: The standard and accepted term
when referring to individual people is Asian
rather than Asiatic, which can be offensive.
However, Asiatic is standard in scientific
and technical use, for example in biological
and anthropological classifications. See us-
age at ORIENTAL.

| -ik(a)le |

assi*ning |'zsanin| »adi extremely stupid
ot foolish: Lydia decided ro ignore his asinine re-
mark.
DERIVATIVES: as*ienintiety | @®sa'ninite|

H.

a*sovcial |a'sosH2l| « ad). avoiding social in-
teraction; incensiderate of or hostile to oth-
ers: the car’s independence has encouraged a
view that 11 i asocial,

aseperssty |a'sperite | » n. {pl. -ies) harshness
of tone or manner: fie poinred this our with some
asperity.

or influence: the reformiers are in the ascend,

as*cerstain | esar'tin| -2 [taes] find
{something) out for certain; make sure of: an
arrempr 1o asceviain the cawse of the accident |
[with clause] managemen: should ascertain
whether adequate funding can be provided.
DERIVATIVES: asscerttainsasble adj ase
cerstain*ment »

as*cessis |2'sésis| « n the practice of severe
self-discipline, typically for religious reasons.

asecetsic {s'setik| » adi. characterized by or
suggesting the pracrice of severe self-

B (asperities) harsh gualities or condidons:
the asperities of soctery. W (usu. asperities) a
rough edge on a surface.

assperse {a'spars| » . [lans] attack or criti-
cize the repuration ot integrity of; se aspersed
their orgamzation.

as*perssion |a'sperzHan| « n. (Usu. asper-
sions) an attack on the reputation or integ-
rity of sofheone ot something: T don't think
anyone {5 casting aspersions on you.

assphalt | '&sfolty - k. a mixture of dark bitu-
minous pitch with sand or gravel, used for




aspirant

surfacing roads, flooring, roofing, etc. Cf.
CONCRETE.

® the pitch used in this mixture, sometimes
found in natural deposits but usually made by
the distillation of crude oil. « 2. [trans.] cover
with asphalt.
DERIVATIVES: asephaletic |zs'foltik| adj.

asepireant |'zsparant; a'spi-| « adj. [attrib.] (of
a person) having ambitions to achieve some-
thing, typically to follow a particular career:
an aspirant politician. « n. a person who has
ambitions to achieve something: an aspirant
to the throne.

asepierate . ». |'zspa rat| [trans.] 1 pronounce
(a sound) with an exhalation of breath: [as
adj.] (aspirated) the aspirated allophone of p
occurs in “pie.”

| [intrans.] pronounce the sound of % at the be-
ginning of a word. 2 (usu. be aspirated) (in
medicine) draw (fluid) by suction from a ves-
sel or cavity.

# draw fluid in such a way from (a vessel or
cavity). ®breathe (something) in; inhale.
3 [usu. as adj.] (aspirated) provide (an inter-
nal combustion engine) with air: aspirated
engines. «n. |'asp(d)rit| 1 an aspirated con-
sonant.

® a sound of 4. 2 matter that has been drawn
from the body by aspiration: gastric aspirate |
esophageal aspirates. « adj. |'zsp(d)rit| (of a
sound) pronounced with an exhalation of
breath; aspirated.

B blended with the sound of 4.

asepieraction | @spa'rasHon| .z 1 (usu.
aspirations) a hope or ambition of achiev-
ing something: ke had literary aspirations.

B the object of such an ambition; a goal. 2 the
action of pronouncing a sound with an exha-
lation of breath. 3 the action of drawing fluid
by suction from a vessel or cavity.
DERIVATIVES: asepi*ractioneal
adj. (in sense 1).

asepire |a'spir| « v. [intrans.] direct one’s hopes
or ambitions toward achieving something: we
never thought that we might aspire to those
heights | [with infinitive] other people will aspire to
be like you | [as adj.] (aspiring) an aspiring
artist.

Erise high; tower: above the domes of loftiest
mosques, these pinnacles of death aspire.

asesail |s'sal|  v. [trans.] make a concerted or
violent attack on: there were only two directions
from which the hideout could be assailed |
Christmas songs assailed us from the radio.

B (usu. be assailed) come upon (one) sud-
denly and strongly: she was assailed by doubts
and regrets. W criticize (someone) strongly.
DERIVATIVES: asesaileasble ad). assailant
n.

asesase*sin |a'szsin| <z a murderer of an
important person in a planned attack.

asesault |2'solt| « v [trans.] make a physical
attack on: ke pleaded guilty 1o assaulting a po-
lice officer.

B attack or bombard (someone or the senses)
with something undesirable or unpleasant:
her right ear was assaulted with a tide of music.
B carry out a military attack or raid on (an en-

| -saonl |
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asseveration

emy position): they left their strong position to
assault the hill. ® molest sexually or rape. « n.
1 a physical attack: his imprisonment for an as-
sault on the film director | sexual assaults.

B (in legal use) an act that threatens physical
harm to a person and puts that person in fear,
whether or not actual harm is done: B a mil-
itary attack or raid on an enemy position: an
assault on the city | [as adj.] an assault boat.
B a strong verbal attack: the assault on the
parry’s tax policies. 2 a concerted attempt to
do something demanding: a winter assault
on M. Everest.

DERIVATIVES: asesaulteer n.

asesault and bateterey . n. the criminal act
of threatening a person together with the act
of making physical contact with him or her.

asesay |'z,sd; 2'sa| « n the testing of a metal
or ore to determine its ingredients and qual-
ity: submission of test rocks for assay.

B a procedure for measuring the biochemical
or immunological activity of a sample: each
assay was performed in duplicate | sequential as-
say of serum. «v. [trans.] 1 determine the con-
tent or quality of (a metal or ore).

B determine the biochemical or immunologi-
cal activity of (a sample): cell contents were
assayed for enzyme activiry. ®examine
(something) in order to assess its nature: szep-
ping inside, I quickly assayed the clientele. 2 at-
tempt: I assayed a hitle humor in my remarks.
DERIVATIVES: ase*sayer n.

asesent |a'sent| «n the expression of ap-
proval or agreement: a loud murmur of assent
| he nodded assent.

B official agreement or sanction: the governor
has power to withhold his assent from a bill. « v.
[intrans.] express approval or agreement, typi-
cally officially: Roosevelt assented to the agree-
ment | [with direct speech] “your house, then,”
Frank assented cheerfully.

DERIVATIVES: asesenteer n.

asesert |o'sort| « v state a fact or belief con-
fidently and forcefully: [with clause] the com-
pany asserts that the cuts will not affect develop-
ment | [trans.] he asserted his innocence | [with
direct speech] “I don’t know why she came,” he
asserted.

B [trans.] cause others to recognize (one’s au-
thority or a right) by confident and forceful
behavior: the good librarian is able to assert au-
thority when required. ® (assert oneself) be-
have or speak in a confident and forceful
manner: it was tme to assert himself.
DERIVATIVES: ase*serteer n. aseserctive
adj. aseserctivesly adv. aseseretiveeness n.

aseseretion |a'sarsHan| » 7. a confident and
forceful statement of fact or belief: [with
clause] his assertion that his father had
deserted the family.

B the action of stating something or exercising
authority confidently and forcefully: the asser-
tton of legal rights.

asesessement |o'sesmont| «#n. the evalua-
tion or estimation of the nature, quality, or
ability of someone or something.

aseseveereastion |5 seva'rasHan| « n. the sol-
emn or emphatic declaration or statement of



assiduity

something: I fear that you offer only unsup-

ported asseveration | the dogmatic outlook marks

many of his asseverations.

DERIVATIVES: aseseveereate |3'seva,rat| v
asesieducioty | zsi'd(y)coite| «n (pl. -ies)

constant or close attention to what one is

doing.

® (assiduities) constant attentions to some-
one.

asesideueous |3'sijowas| « adj. showing great
care and perseverance: she was assiduous in
pointing out every feature.

DERIVATIVES: asesid*ucousely adv. as*side®
uouseness n.

asesign |a'sin| « v. [trans.] 1 allocate (a job or
duty): Congress assigned the task to the
agency | [with two objs.] the agency assigned me
this mission.

B (often be assigned) appoint (someone) to a
particular job, task, or organization: [with obj.
and infinitive] ke was assigned to prosecute the
case. 2 designate or set (something) aside for
a specific purpose: managers happily assign
large sums of money to travel budgets.

B (assign something to) attribute something
as belonging to: it is difficult to decide whether
10 assign the victory to Goodwin. 3 transfer (le-
gal rights or liabilities): they will ask you to as-
sign your rights against the airline. «n. (also
assignee) the person to whom a legal right
is assigned.
DERIVATIVES: asesigneasble adj. (in sense
3 of the verb). asesigneer n. asesigneor |3
'sinar| n. (in sense 3 of the verb).

asesigenaetion | zsig'nasHan| «n. 1 an ap-
pointment to meet someone in secret, typi-
cally one made by lovers: his assignation
with an older woman. 2 the allocation or at-
tribution of someone or something as belong-
ing to something.

asesimeislate |>'sims,lat| « v. [trans.] 1 take in
(information, ideas, or culture) and under-
stand fully: Marie tried to assimilate the week’s
events.

B (usu. be assimilated) absorb and integrate
(people, ideas, or culture) into a wider soci-
ety or culture: pop trends are assimilated
into the mainstream with alarming speed |
[intrans.] the converts were assimilated into the so-
ciety of their conquerors. ® (usu. be assimi-
lated) (of the body or any biological system)
absorb and digest (food or nutrients): the sug-
ars in the fruit are readily assimilated by the
body. 2 cause (something) to resemble; liken:
philosophers had assimilated thought to per-
ceprion.

| [intrans.] come to resemble: the churches
assimilated to a certain cultural norm.
® make (a speech sound) more like another in
the same or next word.

DERIVATIVES: asesimeiclasble |-labal| adj.
asesimeiclastion |5,sima'lasHan | n. asesime
iclastive |- lativ; -1otiv| adj. asesimeiclastor
|- latar| n. asesimeiclastoery |-1o,toré| adj.

asesimeilactioneist |5 sima'lasHs nist| « 7. a
person who advocates or participates in racial
or cultural integration (assimilationism): [as
adj.] the assimilationist policies of the right.
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ataraxy

aseso*nance |'zsonaons| en the resem-
blance of sound between syllables in nearby
words, arising particularly from the rhyming
of two or more stressed vowels, but not con-
sonants (e.g., sonnet, porridge), but also from
the use of identical consonants with different
vowels (e.g., killed, cold, culled).
DERIVATIVES: aseso*nant adj. aseso*nate
|-,nat| v

asesuage |[2'swij| « 2. [trans.] make (an un-
pleasant feeling) less intense: the letter
assuaged the fears of most members.

B satisfy (an appetite or desire): an opportunity
occurred to assuage her desire for knowledge.
DERIVATIVES: as*suageement 7.

asesureance |a'sHoorans| en. 1 a positive
declaration intended to give confidence; a
promise: [with clause] e gave an assurance
that work would not start until Wednesday.
2 confidence or certainty in one’s own abili-
ties.

B certainty about something. 3 chiefly Brit. insur-
ance, specifically life insurance.

asstigemactism |5'stigmo,tizom | « n. a defect
in the eye or in a lens caused by a deviation
from spherical curvature, which results in
distorted images, as light rays are prevented
from meeting at a common focus.
DERIVATIVES: asetigemateic | aestig'met-
ik| adj.

asetral |'zstral| «adj. [attrib.] of, connected
with, or resembling the stars: astral naviga-
tion.

mof or relating to a supposed nonphysical
realm of existence to which various psychic
and paranormal phenomena are ascribed,
and in which the physical human body is said
to have a counterpart.

asetrinegent |o'strinjont| . adj. 1 causing the
contraction of body tissues, typically of the
cells of the skin: an astringent skin lotion.
2 sharp or severe in manner or style: her as-
tringent words had their effect.

m (of taste or smell) sharp or bitter: an astrin-
gent smell of creosote. «n. a substance that
causes the contraction of body tissues, typi-
cally used to protect the skin and to reduce
bleeding from minor abrasions.
DERIVATIVES: as*trinegenscy n. ase*trine
gentely adv. (in sense 2 of the adjective).
asetroleoegy |3'strilsjé| « n. the study of the
movements and relative positions of celestial
bodies interpreted as having an influence on
human affairs and the natural world.
DERIVATIVES: asetroleo*ger |-jor| n. ase
troclogeiecal | e@stra'ldjikal| adj. asetroleoe
gist |-jist| n.

aesyelum |3'silom| - n. 1 (also political asy-
lum) the protection granted by a nation to
someone who has left their native country as
a political refugee: granting asylum to foreign-
ers persecuted for political reasons

® shelter or protection from danger: asylum for
those too ill to care for themselves. 2 dated an in-
stitution offering shelter and care to the men-
tally ill: commuitzed to an asylum.
ateasraxey |'zto,rzzkse| (also ataraxia) « n. a
state of serene calmness.



atavistic

DERIVATIVES: ateasracstic | zto'raktik]|
adj. atea’raxsic | ata'reksik| adj.
ateasvisetic | zts'vistik| « adj. relating to or
characterized by reversion to something
ancient or ancestral: atavistic fears and in-
stincts.

DERIVATIVES: ateaevism |'@wo,vizom| n
ateasvissticcalely |-tik(s)le| adv.

ateelsier | ,ztl'ya| » n. a workshop or studio,
esp. one used by an artist or designer.

astheeism |'aTHe,izom | « n. the theory or be-
lief that God does not exist. Cf.:AGNOSTIC.

DERIVATIVES: acthecist n. acthecisetic
| aTHe'istik| adj. acthecisetiecal | ,aTHE
‘istikal | adj.

athee*naesum | zTHs'néom| (also athene-
um) .z used in the names of libraries or
institutions for literary or scientific study: the
Boston Athenaeum.

®used in the titles of periodicals concerned
with literature, science, and art.

asthwart |o'THwOrt| «prep. 1 from side to
side of (something); across: a wooden bar
athwart the entranceway. 2 in opposition to;
counter to: these statistics run sharply
athwart conventional presumptions. « adv.
1 across from side to side; transversely: one ta-
ble running athwart was all the room would hold.
2 so as to be perverse or contradictory: our
words ran athwart and we ended up at cross
purposes.

ateman |'4tmon| (also Atman) « n. (in Hin-
duism) the spiritual life principle of the uni-
verse, esp. when regarded as inherent in the
real self of the individual.

M a person’s soul.

ateomeism |'ato,mizom| «n a theoretical
approach that regards something as inter-
pretable through analysis into distinct, sepa-
rable, and independent elementary compo-
nents. The opposite of HOLISM.
DERIVATIVES: ateomeist 7n. ateomeisestic
| ,@eta'mistik| adj.

ateomeize |'zto,miz| +wv. [trans.] convert (a
substance) into very fine particles or drop-
lets: the CO; depressurized, atomizing the paint
into a mist.

® reduce (something) to atoms or other small
distinct units: crime atomizes society.
DERIVATIVES: ateomei*zastion
'zasHan| n. at'omeizeer n.

a*toneal |a'tonl| . ad). (of music) not written
or preformed in any key or mode.
DERIVATIVES: astoncalsism |-izam| n. a*
tonealsist |-ist| 7z actoenaleisty | &t0'nzl-
ité;| n.

actone |2'ton| «v. [intrans.] make amends or
reparation: he was being helpful, to atone for
his past mistakes.

astoneement |>'tonmont| ¢ 7. reparation for
awrong or injury: she wanted to make atone-
ment for her husband’s behavior.

8 reparation or expiation for sin: the High
Priest offered the sacrifice as atonement for
all the sins of Israel. ®@ (the Atonement) (in
Christian theology) the reconciliation of
God and humankind through Jesus Christ.

astrisum |'atréom| . n. (pl. atria |'atrés| or

| ,eetomi
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atriums) 1 an open-roofed entrance hall or
central court in an ancient Roman house.

® 3 central hall or court in a modern building,
with rooms or galleries opening off it. 2 each
of the two upper cavities of the heart from
which blood is passed to the ventricles. The
right atrium receives deoxygenated blood
from the veins of the body; the left atrium
receives oxygenated blood from the pulmo-
nary vein. Also called auricle.
DERIVATIVES: astrieal |'atréal| adj.

astroecious |>'trosHas| « adj. 1 horrifyingly
wicked: atrocious cruelties.

® of a very poor quality; extremely bad or un-
pleasant: ke attempted an atrocious imitation of
my English accent | atrocious weather.
DERIVATIVES: actroeciousely adv. astro*
ciouse*ness 7.

astroceisty |o'trisite| «n (pl. -ies) an ex-
tremely wicked or cruel act, typically one
involving physical violence or injury: war
atrocities | scenes of hardship and atrocity.

® 3 highly unpleasant or distasteful object.

ateroephy |'=ztrofe| . v. (-ies, -ied) [intrans.]
(of body tissue or an organ) waste away, typ-
ically due to the degeneration of cells, or be-
come vestigial during evolution: withour exer-
cise, the muscles will atrophy | [as adj]
(atrophied) in some beetles, the hind wings are
atrophied.

® gradually decline in effectiveness or vigor
due to underuse or neglect: her artistic skills
atrophied. «n. the condition or process of
atrophying: gastric atrophy.

® the gradual decline of effectiveness or vigor
due to underuse or neglect: the atrophy of
imagination.

DERIVATIVES: astropheic |a'trofik; a'tréf-|
adj.

Ateroepos |'ztra,pis| one of the three Fates
of Greek mythology, the one who cut the
thread of life.

atetasché | =to'sHa ,ztz-| « #. 1 a person on
the staff of an ambassador, typically with a
specialized area of responsibility: milirary at-
tachés. 2 short for attaché case, a small case for
carrying documents.

atetaineder |s'tandar| .. the forfeiture of
land and civil rights formerly suffered as a
consequence of a sentence of death for trea-
son or felony.

PHRASES: bill of attainder a piece of legis-
lation inflicting attainder without judicial
process.

ateteneueate |s'tenys,wat| « v. [trans] (often
be attenuated) reduce the force, effect, or
value of: her intolerance was attenuated by a
rather unexpected liberalism.

@ reduce the amplitude of (a signal, electric
current, or other oscillation). ® [intrans.] (of a
signal, electric current, or other oscillation)
be reduced in amplitude. ® fusu. as adj.] (at-
tenuated) reduce the virulence of (a patho-
genic organism or vaccine): attenuated strains
of rabies virus. ®reduce in thickness; make
thin: the trees are attenuated from growing too
close together. « adj. |-wit; - wit| reduced in
force, effect, or physical thickness.



attenuated
DERIVATIVES: ateteneueastion |3 tenys
'wasHon | n.

ateteneueateed |>'tenys,watid | « adj. unnatu-
rally thin.

m weakened in force or effect.

atetest |s'test| « v. [trans.] provide or serve as
clear evidence of: his status is attested by his
promotion | [intrans.] his drawings attest to his
fascination with ships.

W [intrans.] declare that something exists or is
the case: I can attest to his tremendous energy
| [with clause] the deceased’s attorney attested
that he had been about to institute divorce pro-
ceedings. W be a witness to; certify formally: the
witnesses must attest and sign the will.
DERIVATIVES: atetesetastion
SHan| n. atetesetor n.

Atstic |'=ztik| « ad)j. of or relating to Athens or
Attica, or the dialect of Greek spoken there in
ancient times. « 7. the dialect of Greek used
by the ancient Athenians, the chief literary
form of classical Greek.

atetiscism |'zts,sizom| (often Atticism) « n.
a word or form characteristic of Attic Greek.

atetietuedicnize |, zti't(y)6odn,iz| « ». [intrans.]
adopt or express a particular attitude or atti-
tudes, typically just for effect.
DERIVATIVES: atetictuedi*nizeer n.

atetribeute |5'tri,bycot| « v. [trans.] (attribute
something to) regard something as being
caused by (someone or something): ke attrib-
uted the firm’s success to the efforts of the vice
president | the bombing was attributed to the
IRA.

® ascribe a work or remark to (a particular au-
thor, artist, or speaker): the building was attrib-
uted to Palladio. Wregard a quality or feature
as characteristic of or possessed by (someone
or something): ancient peoples attributed magic
properties to certain stones. « n. | '@tra bydot| a
quality or feature regarded as a characteristic
or inherent part of someone or something:
Sflexibility and mobility are the key attributes of
our army.

B a material object recognized as symbolic of a
person, esp. a conventional object used in art
to identify a saint or mythical figure. @ an at-
tributive adjective or noun. ® a real property
that a statistical analysis is attempting to de-
scribe.

DERIVATIVES: atetribeuteasble |2'tribya-
tabal| adj. atetriebustion | &tra'bydosHan |

| ete'sta-

n.

atstribsustive |5'tribyativ| « adj. (of an adjec-
tive or noun) preceding the word it qualifies
or modifies and expressing an attribute, as old
in the old dog (but not in the dog is old) and ex-
piration in expiration date (but not in date of ex-
piration). Often contrasted with predicative, in
the PREDICATE.
DERIVATIVES: atetribeustiverly adv.

atetristion |o'trisHan| .z 1 the action or
process of gradually reducing the strength or
effectiveness of someone or something
through sustained attack or pressure: the
council is trying to wear down the opposition by
attrition | the squadron suffered severe attrition
through mechanical failure.
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®m the gradual reduction of a workforce by
employees’ leaving and not being replaced,
rather than by their being laid off: with few
retirements since March, the year’s attrition was
insignificant. M wearing away by friction; abra-
sion: the skull shows attrition of the edges of the
teeth. 2 (in scholastic theology) sorrow, but
not contrition, for sin.

DERIVATIVES: atetrictioneal |-sHonl| adj.
astypeiecal |a'tipikal| «adj. not representa-
tive of a type, group, or class: a sample of peo-
ple who are arypical of the target audience | there
were atypical results in May and November.
DERIVATIVES: astypeiscalely adv.

au couerant | 0 'kooraN| « ad). aware of what
is going on; well informed: they were au
courant with the literary scene.

B fashionable: light, low-fat, au courant recipes.

auedaccious |o'dasHas| »adj. 1 showing a
willingness to take surprisingly bold risks: a
series of audacious takeovers. 2 showing an
impudent lack of respect: an audacious re-
mark.

DERIVATIVES: ausdasciousely adv. ausdas
ciouseness 7.

auedaceioty |0'deasite| « #. 1 the willingness
to take bold risks: her audacity came in handy
during our most recent emergency. 2 rude or dis-
respectful behavior; impudence: she had the
audacity to pick up the recerver and ask me to
hang up.

auedit |'ddit|  #. an official inspection of an
individual’s or organization’s accounts, typi-
cally by an independent body.

H g systernatic review or assessment of some-
thing: a complete audit of flora and fauna at the
site. «v. (audited, auditing) [trans.] 1 con-
duct an official financial examination of (an
individual’s or organization’s accounts): com-
panies must have their accounts audited.

B conduct a systematic review of auditing
obstetrical and neonatal care. 2 attend (a class)
informally, without working for academic
credit.

auedietion |6'disHon| « #. an interview for a
particular role or job as a singer, actor,
dancer, or musician, consisting of a practical
demonstrationi of the candidate’s suitability
and skill. «o. (intrans.] perform an audition:
auditioning for the lead role in the play.

B [trans.] assess the suitability of (someone) for
arole by means of an audition: she was audi-
tioning people for her new series.

auedictoery |'6di t6ré| « adj. of or relating to
the sense of hearing: the auditory nerves |
teaching methods use both visual and auditory
sumulation.

au fait | 0 'fe| + adj. (au fait with) having a
good or detailed knowledge of something:
you should be reasonably au fait with the com-
pany and its products.

aught |6t| (also ought) .« pron. anything at
all: know you aught of this fellow, young sir? |
For aught I know, he’s there still.

augement |6g'ment| - v. make (something)
greater by adding to it; increase: ke augmented
his summer income by painting houses. | the
notse augments as the crowd grows.



augur

DERIVATIVES: augemenctastion n. auge
menteer n.

auegur |'6gar| «o. [intrans] (augur well/
badly/ill) (of an event or circumstance) por-
tend a good or bad outcome: the end of the
ColdWar seemed to augur well | the return to the
gold standard augured badly for industry.

m ftrans.] portend or bode (a specified out-
come): they feared that these happenings
augured a neo-Nazi revival. M [trans.] foresee or
predict.  n. (in ancient Rome) a religious of-
ficial who observed natural signs, esp. the be-
havior of birds. interpreting these as an indi-
cation of divine approval or disapproval of a
proposed action.
DERIVATIVES: auegueral |'6gyaral| adj.

aueguery |'ogyaré| « n. (pl. -ies) a sign of what
will happen in the future; an omen: they heard
the sound as an augury of death.

® the work of an augur; the interpretation of
omens.

auegust |6'gast| « adj. respected and impres-
sive: she was in august company.

® venerable by birth, status, age, or reputation;
eminent.

DERIVATIVES: auegustely adv. aueguste
ness 7.

au naetuerel | 6 ,nzcHa'rel| « adj. & adv. with
no elaborate treatment, dressing, or prepara-
tion: [as adv.] I wear my hair au naturel these
days | [as adj.) the cheese is delicious whether au
naturel or seasoned. ® without clothing; naked:
appeared on the beach au naturel.

auera |'ors| «n. (pl. auras |'0oré| or aurae)
[usu. in sing.] the distinctive atmosphere or
quality that seems to surround and be gener-
ated by a person, thing, or place: the ceremony
retains an aura of mystery.

® a supposed emanation surrounding the body
of a living creature, viewed by mystics, spiri-
tualists, and some practitioners of nonscien-
tific medicine as the essence of the individ-
ual, and allegedly discernible by people with
special sensibilities. ®any invisible emana-
tion, esp. a scent or odor. ® (pl. also aurae) a
warning sensation experienced before an at-
tack of epilepsy or migraine.

aueral |'6ral| « ad). of or relating to the ear or
the sense of hearing: aural anatomy.
B received by ear: information held in written,
aural, or database form.

DERIVATIVES: aueralely adv.

USAGE: The words aural and oral (‘spo-
ken rather than written’) have the same pro-
nunciation in standard English, which is
sometimes a source of confusion.

auereeate |'Oréit; -,at| « adj. denoting, made
of, or having the color of gold.

8 (of language) highly ornamented or elabo-
rate. aureate diction frequently conceals the
tritest sentiments.

auereeole |'6re,ol| (also aureola) « n. a circle
oflight or brightness surrounding something,
esp. as depicted in art around the head or
body of a person represented as holy. her hair
Jframed her face in a golden aureole.

aueroera |3'rors; 0'rora| » n. (pl. auroras or
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aurorae |6'roré|) 1 a natural electrical phe-
nomenon characterized by the appearance of
streamers of reddish or greenish light in the
sky, usually near the northern or southern
magnetic pole.

The effect is caused by the interaction of
charged particles from the sun with atoms in
the upper atmosphere. In northern and
southern regions it is respectively called au-
rora borealis or northern lights and au-
rora australis or southern lights. [ORIGIN:
borealis from Latin, ‘northern, based on
Greek Boreas, the god of the north wind; aus-
tralis from Latin, ‘southern,’ from Auster ‘the
south, the south wind.’]

2 [in sing.] the dawn.
DERIVATIVES: aueroeral adj.

ausepice |'Ospis| « n. archaic a divine or pro-
phetic token. Cf.:AEGIS.
PHRASES: under the auspices of with the
help, support, or protection of.

ausepiecious |6'spisHas| « adi. conducive to
success; favorable: it was not the most auspi-
clous moment to open a new business.

® giving or being a sign of future success: they
said 1t was an auspicious moon—it was rising.
B characterized by success; prosperous: /e
was respectful to his auspicious customers.
DERIVATIVES: ausepisciousely adv. ause
pisciouseness #.

ausetere | 0'stir| « adj. (austerer, austerest)
severe or strict in manner, attitude, or ap-
pearance: an austere man, with a rigidly puri-
tanical outlook | an austere expression.

® (of living conditions or a way of life) having
no comforts or luxuries; harsh or ascetic: con-
ditions in the camp could hardly be more austere.
B having an extremely plain and simple style
or appearance; unadorned: the cathedral is im-
pressive in its austere simplicity. ® (of an eco-
nomic policy or measure) designed to reduce
a budget deficit, esp. by cutting public expen-
diture.
DERIVATIVES: ausetereely adv.

ausetereisty | 'sterite| « 7. (pl. -ies) sternness
or severity of manner or attitude: se was noted
for his austerity and his authoritarianism.

B extreme plainness and simplicity of style or
appearance: the room was decorated with a re-
straint bordering on austerity. M (austerities)
conditions characterized by severity, stern-
ness, or asceticism: ks austerities had under-
mined his health. ® difficult economic condi-
tions, as during wartime or as created by
government measures to reduce a budget def-
icit, esp. by reducing public spending: a period
of austeriry | [as adj.] the austerity program was
built around a massive increase in interest rates.

ausetral |'6stral| « adj. of or relating to the
south, in particular:

@ of the southern hemisphere: the austral
spring. @ (Austral) of Australia or Australa-
sia.

auetarechy |'6,tdrké| « n. (pl. -ies) 1 another
term for AUTOCRACY. 2 variant spelling of Au-
TARKY.

DERIVATIVES: auctarechic |&'tirkik| adj.
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austareky |'6,tirke| « n. economic independ-
ence or self-sufficiency.

B 3 country, state, or society that is economi-
cally independent.

DERIVATIVES: auctarekic |6'tirkik| adj.
aueteur |6'tar| « z. a filmmaker whose movies

are characterized by his or her creative influ-

ence and control over all aspects of produc-

tion.

DERIVATIVES: austeursism |- izom| n. aue

teureist |-ist| adj.

auethenetic |6'THentik| +adj. 1 of undis-
puted origin; genuine: the letter is now accepted
as an authentic document | authentic 14th-
century furniture.

® made or done in the traditional or original
way, or in a way that faithfully resembles an
original: the restaurant serves authentic Italian
meals | every detail of the movie was torally au-
thentic. ™ based on facts; accurate or reliable:
an authentic depiction of the situation. W (in ex-
istentialist philosophy) relating to or denot-
ing an emotionally appropriate, significant,
purposive, and responsible mode of human
life. 2 (in music, of a church mode) compris-
ing the notes lying between the principal note
or final and the note an octave higher.
DERIVATIVES: austhenstiscalely |-ik(3)I&|
adv. [as submodifier] the food is authentically
Cajun. austhencticeisty | ,0THen'tisité| n.

aucthenstiecate |o'THentikat| «w. [trans.]
prove or show (something, esp. a claim or an
artistic work) to be true or genuine.

W establish as valid.
DERIVATIVES: austhenctiscastion |6, THenti
'kasHan| n. aucthenctiscactor |- kator| n.

auethoreietareiean |5 THOri'teréan; o, THir-|
« adj. favoring or enforcing strict obedience
to authority, esp. that of the government, at
the expense of personal freedom: an authori-
tarian regime.

B showing a lack of concern for the wishes or
opinions of others; domineering; dictatorial.
« n. an authoritarian person.

DERIVATIVES: austhoreistarsicancism |- ni-
zam| n.

auecthoreictastive | 5'THOr tativ;  o'THér-|
« adj. 1 able to be trusted as being accurate or
true; reliable: clear, authoritative information
and advice | an authoritative source.

& (of a text) considered to be the best of its
kind and unlikely to be improved upon: the
authoritative study of mollusks. 2 commanding
and self-confident; likely to be respected and
obeyed: his voice was authoritative.

®proceeding from an official source and
requiring compliance or obedience: authori-
tative directives.

DERIVATIVES: aucthoreistastivecly adv.
aucthoreistastiveeness n.

auetism |'6 tizom| .z a mental condition,
present from early childhood, characterized
by great difficulty in communicating and
forming relationships with other people and
in using language and abstract concepts.

B a mental condition in which fantasy domi-
nates over reality, as a symptom of schizo-
phrenia and other disorders.

autonomy

DERIVATIVES: austisetic | 0'tistik| adj. & n.
auetochethon |6'tdkTHan| « 7. (pl. autoch-

thons or autochthones |-TH5,néz|) an orig-

inal or indigenous inhabitant of a place; an

aborigine.

DERIVATIVES: austochetho*nous adj.
auetochethoenous |6'tikTHanas| « ad).

® (of an inhabitant of a place) indigenous
rather than descended from migrants or
colonists. ® (of a geologic deposit or forma-
tion) formed in its present position. Often
contrasted with allochthonous (originating at a
distance from its present position).

auetoceraecy |G6'tdkrasé| » n. (pl. -ies) a sys-
tem of government by one person with abso-
lute power.

® a regime based on such a principle of gov-
ernment. ® a country, state, or society gov-
erned in such a way. ® domineering rule or
control.

auetoecrat | '0to krzet| » 7. a ruler who has ab-
solute power.

® someone who insists on complete obedience
from others; an imperious or domineering
person.

DERIVATIVES: auctoscrateic adj. aucto*
crateiecalsly adv.

auetoediedact | 6to'di,dekt| «n.
taught person.

DERIVATIVES: auctoedicdacetic |- di'dek-
uk| adj.

auctomeastism |6'timoa,tizom| « n. the per-
formance of actions without conscious
thought or intention.

m the avoidance of conscious intention in pro-
ducing works of art, esp. by using mechanical
techniques or subconscious associations.
®an action performed unconsciously or in-
voluntarily.

auetomeaston |6'timastan| « n. (pl. automata
|-ata| or automatons) a moving mechanical
device made in imitation of a human being.

M a machine that performs a function accord-
ing to a predetermined set of coded instruc-
tions, esp. one capable of a range of
programmed responses to different circum-
stances.

auetoenomeic |,6ta2'ndmik| «adj. [attrib] in-
voluntary or unconscious; relating to the au-
tonomic nervous system (which controls
bodily functions not consciously directed,
e.g., breathing, the heartbeat, and digestion).
Cf. SYMPATHETIC.

auetoneo*my |o0'tinamé| «#n. (pl. -ies) the
right or condition of self-government, esp. in
a particular sphere: Tararstan demanded
greater autonomy within the Russian Federa-
tion.

| 3 self-governing country or region. ® free-
dom from external control or influence; inde-
pendence: economic autonomy is still a long way
off for many women. ® (in Kantian moral phi-
losophy) the capacity of an agent to act in ac-
cordance with objective morality rather than
under the influence of desires.
DERIVATIVES: austoneo*mist |-mist| n. &
adj. aucton*o*mous adj. auston*o*mousely
adv.

a self-



autopsy

auetopesy |'0,tapsé| « n. (pl. -ies) a postmor-
tem examination to discover the cause of
death or the extent of disease:[as adj.] an au-
topsy report. - v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] perform a
postmortem examination on (a body or or-
gan):[as adj.] (autopsied) an autopsied brain.

auxeileiaery |og'zilyare; -'zil(9)ré| « adj. pro-
viding supplementary or additional help and
support: an auxiliary nurse | auxiliary airport
staff.

m (of equipment) held in reserve: the ship has
an auxiliary power source. 8 (of troops) en-
gaged in the service of a nation at war but not
part of the regular army, and often of foreign
origin. ® (of a sailing vessel) equipped with a
supplementary engine. » n. (pl. -ies) a person
or thing providing supplementary or addi-
tional help and support: a nursing auxiliary |
there are two main fuel tanks and two auxiliaries.

® a group of volunteers giving supplementary
support to an organization or institution:
members of the Volunteer Fire Department’s aux-
iliary. ® (auxiliaries) troops engaged in the
service of a nation at war but not part of the
regular army, and often of foreign origin.
B Grammar an auxiliary verb. ® a naval vessel
with a supporting role, not armed for com-
bat.

a*vail |3'val| « ». 1 (avail oneself of) use or
take advantage of (an opportunity or availa-
ble resource): my daughter did not avail herself
of my advice. 2 help or benefit: [trans.] no
amount of struggle availed Charles | [intrans.] the
dark and narrow hiding place did not avail to
save the fugitives.

acvant-garde |'avint 'gird| .n (usu. the
avant-garde) new and unusual or experi-
mental ideas, esp. in the arts, or the people
introducing them: works by artists of the Rus-
sian avant-garde. « adj. favoring or introduc-
ing such new ideas: a controversial avant-garde
composer.

DERIVATIVES: asvant-gardsism |- dizom|
n. a*vant-gardeist |-dist| n.

aveaerice |'mvoris| .7 extreme greed for
wealth or material gain.
DERIVATIVES: aveasri*cious adj. avearrie
ciousely adv. aveacrieciouseness 7.

aveastar |'zvo,tir| « n. (originally in Hindu-
ism) a manifestation of a deity or released
soul in bodily form on earth; an incarnate di-
vine teacher.

B an incarnation, embodiment, or manifesta-
tion of a person or idea: ke set himself up as a
new avatar of Arab radicalism.

aevenge |a'venj| « o [trans.] inflict harm in re-
turn for (an injury or wrong done to oneself
or another): his determination to avenge the
murder of his brother | they are eager to avenge
last year’s Super Bowl defeat.

m inflict such harm on behalf of (oneself or
someone else previously wronged or
harmed): we must avenge our dead | she
avenged herself after he broke off their en-
gagement | the warrior swore he would be
avenged on their prince.

DERIVATIVES: asvengeer 7.
aever |s'var| «o. (averred, averring) state
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or assert to be the case: [with clause] ke averred
that he was innocent of the allegations | [with di-
rect speech] “You’re the most beautiful girl in the
world,” he averred.

B [trans.] (in legal use) allege as a fact in sup-
port of a plea.

aeverse |a'vars| « adj. [predic.] [usu. with nega-
tive] (averse to) having a strong dislike of or
opposition to something: as a former CIA di-
rector, he is not averse to secrecy | [in combination]
the bank’s approach has been risk-averse.

USAGE: The widespread idiom for express-
ing dislike, opposition, or hostility (to things,
usually not people) is averse to. Similarly, one
may be said to have an aversion to (usually
not from) certain things or activities (but
usually not people): Katherine was known for
her aversion 1o flying. Averse from is found
more often in British than American Eng-
lish, following the prescription of Samuel
Johnson and other traditionalists, who con-
demned awverse to as nonsensical (its Latin
meaning is ‘turn from’). See also usage at
ADVERSE.

aeveresion |s'vorzHan| « n. a strong dislike or
disinclination: he had a deep-seated aversion
to most forms of exercise.

B someone or something that arouses such
feelings.
DERIVATIVES: aeverssive |-siv; -ziv| adj.

aevert |a'vart| » v. [trans.] 1 turn away (one’s
eyes or thoughts): she averted her eyes during
the more violent scenes. 2 prevent or ward off
(an undesirable occurrence): talks failed to
avert a strike.

aeviearey |'ave ere| » n. (pl. -ies) a large cage,
building, or enclosure for keeping birds in.

aveid |'zvid| . adj. having or showing a keen
interest in or enthusiasm for something: an
avid reader of science fiction | she took an avid
interest in the project.

B (avid for) having an eager desire for some-
thing: she was avid for information about the
murder inquiry.

DERIVATIVES: aveideicty n aveidely adv.
aveoecaetion | ,zva'kasHon| « 7. a hobby or
secondary occupation: famed as an actor, Mos-
tel was a painter by avocation.
DERIVATIVES: aveoscastioneal
adj.

aveoireduepois | ivarda'poiz| « 7. a system
of weights based on a pound of 16 ounces or
7,000 grains, widely used in English-
speaking countries: [as ad.] avoirdupois
weights | [postpositive] 150 pounds avoirdupois.

m weight; heaviness: she was putting on the av-
otrdupois like nobody’s business.

a*vow |a'vow| - v. assert or confess openly:
[with clause] ke avowed that he had voted Re-
publican in every election | [trans.] he avowed his
change of faith | [as adj.] (avowed) an avowed
Marxist.

DERIVATIVES: asvoweal |a'vowal| n. ae
voweedely |2'vowidlgé| adv.

aevunecuelar |a'vaNGkyalar| eadi. 1 (of a
man) kind and friendly toward a younger or
less experienced person: an avuncular man-

|-sHanl |



awe C

ner. 2 of or relating to the relationship be-
tween men and their siblings’ children.

awe . n. a feeling of reverential respect mixed
with fear or wonder: they gazed in awe at the
president. | the sight filled me with awe | his staff
are in awe of him.

® capacity to inspire awe: has Christmas Eve lost
s awe? o« v. [trans] (usu. be awed) inspire
with awe: they were both awed by the vastness of
the forest | [as adj.] (awed) ke spoke in a hushed,
awed whisper.

aweesome |'6som| e adj. extremely impres-
sive or daunting; inspiring great admiration,
apprehension, or fear: the awesome power of the
atomic bomb.

m extremely good; excellent: the band is awe-
some, dude!
DERIVATIVES:
someeness 7.

a*wry |3'ri| « adv. & adj. away from the ap-
propriate, planned, or expected course;
amiss: [as adv.] many youthful romances go
awry | [as predic. adj.] I got the impression that
something was awry.

B out of the normal or correct position; askew:
[as predic.adj.] ke was hatless, his silver hair awry.

axei*om |'zkséom| . n. a statement or prop-
osition that is regarded as being established,
accepted, or self-evidently true: the axiom
that supply equals demand.

B 3 statement or proposition (in mathematics,
etc.) on which an abstractly defined structure
is based.

axeis |'zksis| « n. (pl. axes |-,s€z|) 1 an imag-
inary line about which a body rotates: the
earth rotates on its axis once every 24 hours.

aweesomerly adv. awee

basbel |'bzbsl; 'ba-| « #. [in sing.] a confused
noise, typically that made by a number of
voices: the babel of voices on the road.

% 3 scene of noisy confusion.

Babeism |'bibizom| . 7. a religion founded
in 1844 by the Persian Mirza Ali Muhammad
of Shiraz (1819-50) (popularly known as
“the Bab”), who taught that a new prophet
would follow Muhammad. See also BaHA’L.

bacecaelauerecate | bxks'l6ré-t| » n. 1 a uni-
versity bachelor’s degree. 2 a religious service
held at some educational institutions before
commencement, containing a farewell ser-
mon to the graduating class.

bacecha*nal | bika'nil; bzk-; 'baksnl| « n.
1 an occasion of wild and drunken revelry.

# 3 drunken reveler. 2 a priest, worshiper, or
follower of the Roman god Bacchus (Greek,
Dionysus), the god of wine.

DERIVATIVES: bacecha®nacli*an adj. bace®
chaenal adj.

badei*nage | badn'dzH| s # humorous or
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Baha’i

® an imaginary straight line passing through
the center of a symmetrical solid, and about
which a plane figure can be conceived as
rotating to generate the solid. ® an imaginary
line that divides something into equal or
roughly equal halves, esp. in the direction of
its greatest length. 2 a fixed reference line for
the location of mathematical coordinates. 3 a
straight central part in a structure to which
other parts are connected.

8 the central column of an inflorescence or
other plant growth. B the skull and backbone
of a vertebrate animal. 4 the second cervical
vertebra, below the atlas at the top of the
backbone. 5 an agreement or alliance be-
tween two or more countries that forms a
center for an eventual larger grouping of
nations: the Anglo-American axis.

1 (the AXis) the alliance of Germany and Italy_
formed before and during World War II, later

_ extended to include Japan‘and other coun-

tries: [as adj.] the Axis Powers.

‘asyaetolelah | i5'tolo| « n. a Shi’ite religious
leader in Iran. ®a dogmatic, powerful
leader.

azeiemuth |'@zomsTH| . n. the direction of a
celestial object from the observer, expressed
as the angular distance from the north or
south point of the horizon to the point at
which a vertical circle passing through the
object intersects the horizon.

# the horizontal angle or direction of a com-
pass bearing.

DERIVATIVES: azeismutheal | 2z5'msTH-
ol| adj.

witty conversation: cultured badinage about art
and life.

bafefle |'bzfsl| » #. (in engineering, architec-
ture, acoustics, etc.) a device used to restrain
the flow of a fluid, gas, or loose material or to
prevent the spreading of sound or light in a
particular direction.

DERIVATIVES: bafefle v. [trans.]

bageactelle | bago'tel| - #. 1 a thing of little
importance; a very easy task: ke played so well
that winning the tournament seemed a mere
bagatelle for him. 2 a short, light piece of
music, esp. one for the piano.

bagneio |'bznyd; 'bin-| «n (pl. -0s) 1 a
brothel. 2 an oriental prison. 3 a bathhouse
in Turkey or Italy.

Bacha’i |ba'hi| (also Bahai)  n. (pl. Baha’is)
a monotheistic religion founded in the 19th
century as a development of Babism, empha-
sizing the essential oneness of humankind
and of all religions and seeking world peace.
The Baha’i faith was founded by the Persian
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Baha’ullah (1817-92) and his son Abdul
Baha (1844-1921).

® an adherent of the Baha’i faith.
DERIVATIVES: Bacha®’ism |-izom| »n.

baileiff |'balif| « n. a person who performs
certain actions under legal authority, in par-
ticular:

M an official in a court of law who keeps order,
looks after prisoners, etc.

bailsiewick |'balowik| « 7. Law the district or
jurisdiction of a bailiff or bailie (a municipal
officer and magistrate in Scotland).

H (one’s bailiwick) informal one’s sphere of
operations or particular area of interest: you
don’t give the presentations—that’s my baili-
wick.

bakesheesh |'baksHesH; bak'sHesH| (also
backsheesh) . n. (in parts of Asia) a small
sum of money given as alms, a tip, or a bribe.

balederedash |'boldar,deesH| « 2. senseless
talk or writing; nonsense.

baleesful |'balfsl| .adj. threatening harm;
menacing: Bill shot a baleful glance in her direc-
tion. | the baleful light cast trembling shadows.

m having a harmful or destructive effect.
DERIVATIVES: balesfulsly adv. baleefuls
ness n.

balk |bok| (Brit. also baulk) « 2. [intrans.] 1 hes-
itate or be unwilling to accept an idea or un-
dertaking: any gardener will at first balk at
enclosing the garden.

® [trans.] thwart or hinder (a plan or person):
all of his influence will be invoked to balk the law.
u [trans.] (balk someone of) prevent a person
or animal from having (something): the lions,
fearing to be balked of their prey. ® (of a horse)
refuse to go on. M [trans.] miss or refuse (a
chance or invitation). 2 (of a baseball pitcher)
make an illegal motion, penalized by an ad-
vance of the base runners: the rookie balked
and permitted Robinson to score. » n. 1 an ille-
gal motion made by a pitcher that may de-
ceive a base runner. 2 a roughly squared tim-
ber beam. 3 any area on a pool or billiard
table in which play is restricted in some way.
4 a ridge left unplowed between furrows.

balelad |'balad | » 7. a poem or song narrat-
ing a story in short stanzas. Traditional bal-
lads are typically of unknown authorship,
having been passed on orally from one gen-
eration to the next as part of the folk culture.

® a slow sentimental or romantic song.

balelade |ba'lad| » 7. 1 a poem consisting of
one or more triplets of stanzas with a
repeated refrain and an envoi (a short stanza
at the end). 2 a short, lyrical piece of music,
esp. one for piano.

balelast |'bzlast| » 7. 1 heavy material, such
as gravel, sand, iron, or lead, placed low in a
vessel to improve its stability.

W a substance of this type carried in an airship
or on a hot-air balloon to stabilize it, and jet-
tisoned when greater altitude is required.
B something that gives stability or substance:
the film is an entertaining comedy with some se-
rious ideas thrown in for ballast. 2 gravel or
coarse stone used to form the bed of a rail-
road track or road.

banter

¥ a mixture of coarse and fine aggregate for
making concrete. 3 a passive component used
in an electric circuit to moderate changes in
current. » v. [trans.] (usu. be ballasted) 1 give
stability to (a ship) by putting a heavy sub-
stance in its bilge: the vessel has been ballasted
with gravel. 2 form (the bed of a railroad line
or road) with gravel or coarse stone.
PHRASES: in ballast (of a ship) laden only
with ballast.

balelisstic |ba'listik| « adj. [attrib.] 1 of or relat-
ing to projectiles or their flight. 2 moving un-
der the force of gravity only.

PHRASES: go ballistic fly into a rage.
DERIVATIVES: balslisetiecalely |-ik(3)le|
aduv.

balm |bi(l)m| + n 1 a fragrant ointment or
preparation used to heal or soothe the skin.

® something that has a comforting, soothing,
or restorative effect: the murmur of the water
can provide balm for troubled spirits. 2 any of
several trees that yield a fragrant resinous
substance, typically one used in medicine.

®such a substance. 3 (also lemon balm or
sweet balm) a bushy herb (Melissa officinalis)
of the mint family, with leaves smelling and
tasting of lemon.

® used in names of other aromatic herbs of the
mint family, e.g., bee balm.

balmey |'bi()mé| .adj. (balmier, balmi-
est) 1 (of the weather) pleasantly warm. 2 ex-
tremely foolish.

DERIVATIVES: balmeisness n.
baleusetrade |'bzls,strad| « #. a railing sup-

ported by balusters (short pillars or

columns), esp. an ornamental parapet on a

balcony, bridge, or terrace.

DERIVATIVES: baleusstradeed adj.

baenal |'banl; ba'nal; -'nél| « adj. so lacking
in originality as to be obvious and boring: ba-
nal songs.

DERIVATIVES: bacnalsicty |ba'nzlite| n.
(pl. -ies) baenalely adv.

banedy .v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] (usu. be
bandied about/around) pass on or discuss
an idea or rumor in a casual way: §40 million
is the figure that has been bandied aboust.

H exchange; pass back and forth: they bandied
words and laughs from one to another. «n. a
game similar to field hockey.

H the stick used to play this game.

baneeful . adj. causing great distress or an-
noyance: a baneful influence | baneful depres-
sion.

B archaic poisonous; causing death.

banns |banz| « plural n. a notice read out on
three successive Sundays in a parish church,
announcing an intended marriage and giving
the opportunity for objections.

PHRASES: forbid the banns raise an objec-
tion to an intended marriage, esp. in church
following the reading of the banns.

baneter | 'bzntar| « #. the playful and friendly
exchange of teasing remarks: good-natured
banter. » v. [intrans ] talk or exchange remarks
in a good-humored teasing way: the men ban-
tered and joked with each other | [as adj]
(bantering) a bantering tone.
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banezai |'bzn'zi| . exclam. 1 a Japanese bat-
tle cry. [ORIGIN: early 20th cent.] 2 a form
of greeting used to the Japanese emperor.
[orR1GIN: late 19th cent.] « adj. (esp. of Jap-
anese troops) attacking fiercely and reck-
lessly: a banzai charge.

bapetist | 'beptist| - #. 1 (Baptist) a member
of a Protestant Christian denomination advo-
cating baptism only of adult believers by to-
tal immersion. Baptists form one of the
largest Protestant bodies and are found
throughout the world and esp. in the US. 2 a
person who baptizes someone.

bapetisetersy |'baptastre| (also baptistry)
o n. (pl. -ies) the part of a church used for
baptism.

® 3 building next to a church, used for bap-
tism. B (in a Baptist chapel) a sunken recep-
tacle used for baptism by total immersion.

barebaerism | 'birba rizom| « n. 1 absence of
culture and civilization: the collapse of civiliza-
tion and the return to barbarism.

B a word or expression that is badly formed ac-
cording to traditional philological rules, for
example a word formed from elements of dif-
ferent languages, such as breathalyser (English
and Greek) or relevision (Greek and Latin).
2 extreme cruelty or brutality: an act of barba-
rism | barbarisms from the country’s past.

barebaerous |'birbaras| .adj. 1 savagely
cruel; exceedingly brutal: many early child-
rearing practices were barbarous by modern stan-
dards. 2 primitive; uncivilized: a remote and
barbarous country.

| (esp. of language) coarse and unrefined.
DERIVATIVES: barebacrouscly adv. bare
basrouseness 7.

barecaerole |'birks,rol| (also barcarolle)
« n. a song traditionally sung by Venetian gon-
doliers (canal boatmen).

® 3 musical composition in the style of such a
song.

bard! |bird| «n a poet, traditionally one
reciting epics and associated with a particu-
lar oral tradition.

= (the Bard or the Bard of Avon) Shake-
speare.

DERIVATIVES: bardeic |-dik| adj.

bar mitzevah | bir 'mitsval « n. the religious
initiation ceremony of a Jewish boy who has
reached the age of 13 and is regarded as ready
to observe religious precepts and eligible to
take part in public worship. Cf. BAT MITZVAH

®m the boy undergoing this ceremony. e 2.
[trans.] (usu. be bar mitzvahed) celebrate
the bar mitzvah of (a boy).

basroque |ba'rok| « adj. relating to or denot-
ing a style of European architecture, music,
and art of the 17th and 18th centuries that
followed mannerism and is characterized by
ornate detail.

B highly ornate and extravagant in style. «n.
the baroque style.

B the baroque period.

barerage! |ba'rdzH| » n. a concentrated artil-
lery bombardment over a wide area.

B a concentrated outpouring, as of questions
or blows: a barrage of questions | a barrage

bated

of 60-second television spots.  v. [trans.} (usu.
be barraged) bombard (someone) with
something: Ais doctor was barraged with un-
solicited advice.

barerage?2 |ba'rizH| « n. a concentrated artil-
lery bombardment over a wide area.

mfigurative a concentrated outpouring, as of
questions or blows: ske was not prepared for his
barrage of questions | a barrage of 60-second
television spots. « v. [trans.] (usu. be barraged)
bombard (someone) with something: Azs doc-
tor was barraged with unsolicited advice.

bareri*o |'bire,5| « n. (pl. -0s) a district of a
town in Spain and Spanish-speaking coun-
tries.

B the Spanish-speaking quarter of an Ameri-
can town or city. ® a poor neighborhood pop-
ulated by Spanish-speaking people.

bareriseter |'bzrastar;'ber-| (also barrister-
at-law) « n. chiefly Brit. a lawyer entitled to prac-
tice as an advocate, particularly in the higher
courts. Cf. SOLICITOR.

basesileieca |ba'silika| . 7. a large oblong hall
or building with double colonnades and a
semicircular apse, used in ancient Rome as a
court of law or for public assemblies.

B3 similar building used as a Christian
church. B the name given to certain Roman
Catholic churches granted special privileges
by the pope.

DERIVATIVES: bassilsi*can adj.

baseielisk |'bzsa,lisk;'bzz-| « 7 a mythical
reptile with a lethal gaze or breath, hatched
by a serpent from a cock’s egg.

B (in heraldry) another term for COCKATRICE.

bas-reelief | bi ra'lef| « n. another term for
low relief (see RELIEF.

B 3 sculpture, carving, or molding in low relief.

basstille |ba'stel| «n a tower or bastion of
a castle; a small fortress. B in siege operations,
a wooden tower on wheels, or an entrenched
protective hut used by the besiegers. # (the
Bastille) a fortress in Paris built in the 14th
century and used in the 17th—18th centuries
as a state prison. Its storming by a mob on
July 14, 1789 marked the start of the French
Revolution.

basetienasdo | bzsts' nado; -'nddo | «n a
form of torture that involves beating the soles
of someone’s feet with a stick. 2. (-oes,
-oed) [trans.] (usu. be bastinadoed) punish
or torture (someone) in such a way.

basetion |'bascHan| - z. a projecting part of
a fortification built at an angle to the line of
a wall, so as to allow defensive fire in several
directions.

B 3 natural rock formation resembling such a
fortification. ® an institution, place, or person
strongly defending or upholding particular
principles, attitudes, or activities: zhe last
bastion of male privilege.

bateed |batid| - adj. (in phrase with bated
breath) in great suspense; very anxiously or
excitedly; ke waited for a reply to his offer with
bated breath.

USAGE: The spelling baited breath instead of
bated breath is a common mistake.



bathos

baethos |'barHis| « . (esp. in a work of liter-
ature) an effect of anticlimax created by an
unintentional lapse in mood from the sub-
lime to the trivial or ridiculous.
DERIVATIVES: bastheteic |bo'THetik| adj.

bat mitzevah |bit 'mitsva| (also bas mitz-
vah) « n. a religious initiation ceremony for a
Jewish girl aged twelve years and one day,
regarded as the age of religious maturity.

B the girl undergoing such a ceremony.

bateten! |'bztn| . v. [trans.] strengthen or fas-
ten (something) with battens (strips of
wood): Stephen was battening down the
shutters.

bateten2 . v. [intrans.] (batten on) thrive or
prosper at the expense of (someone): muli-
national monopolies batten on the working
classes.

baueble | 'bdbal| « n. 1 a small, showy trinket
or decoration.

B something of no importance or worth. 2 a
baton formerly used as an emblem by jesters.

Bauehaus |'bow,hows| a school of design
established by Walter Gropius in Weimar in
1919, best known for its designs of objects
based on functionalism and simplicity.

bawdey |'bode| - adi. (bawdier, bawdiest)
dealing with sexual matters in a comical way;
humorously indecent. « z. humorously inde-
cent talk or writing.
DERIVATIVES: bawdeicly
bawdeieness 7.

bear mareket - 7. (regarding stocks) a market
in which prices are falling, encouraging sell-
ing.

beat geneereastion a movement of young
people in the 1950s (bears; later they and their
followers were also called beatniks) who
rejected conventional society and espoused
Zen Buddhism, modern jazz, free sexuality,
and recreational drugs. Among writers asso-
ciated with the movement were Jack Kerouac
(1922-69) and Allen Ginsberg (1926-97).

becastifeic | bes'tifik| « adj. blissfully happy:
a beatific smile.

DERIVATIVES: becastifeiecalely |-ik(a)lg|
adv.

besateisfiecastion |bée xtofi'kastan| « 7. (in
the Roman Catholic Church) declaration by
the pope that a dead person is in a state of
bliss, constituting a step toward canonization
and permitting public veneration.

beeateiefy |be'zts fi| » 2. (-ies, -ied) [trans.]
(in the Roman Catholic Church) announce
the beatification of.

B make (someone) blissfully happy.

beratsistude |be'=zts,t(y)o0od| «n. supreme
blessedness.

# (the Beatitudes) the blessings listed by
Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt.
5:3-11).® (his/your Beatitude) a title given
to patriarchs in the Orthodox Church.

beau geste | bo 'zHest| .n. (pl. beaux
gestes pronunc. same) a noble and generous
act.

beau monde |bo 'ménd| - n (the beau
monde) fashionable society.

beaux arts |boz 'ir| e plural n. 1 fine arts.

|-dsle| adv.
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belabor

2 (usu. Beaux Arts) [as ad}] relating to the
classical decorative style maintained by the
Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris, esp. in the
19th century and important in America esp.
in the early 20th century.

beedragegled |bi'dregsld| . adj. dirty and
disheveled: bedraggled refugees | we got there,
tired and bedraggled.

DERIVATIVES: besdragegle v.

beeget |bi'get| - 2. (begetting ; past begot
|-'gét| or archaic begat |-'geet| ; past part. be-
gotten |-'gdtn|) [trans.] 1 (typically of a man,
sometimes of a man and a woman) bring (a
child) into existence by the process of repro-
duction: they hoped that the king might beget an
heir. 2 give rise to; bring about: success begets
Sfurther success.

DERIVATIVES: be*geteter n.

beegrudge |bi'groj| « . 1 [with twoobjs.] envy
(someone) the possession or enjoyment of
(something): she begrudged Martin his afflu-
ence. 2 [trans.]) give reluctantly or resentfully:
doesn’t begrudge a single penny spent on her
health.
DERIVATIVES: besgrudgeing-ly adv.

beeguile |bi'gil| « 2. [trans.] 1 charm or en-
chant (someone), sometimes in a deceptive
way: an artist beguiled by Maine | [as adj.] (be~
guiling) a beguiling smile.

B trick (someone) into doing something: they
were beguiled into signing a peace treary. 2 dated
help (time) pass pleasantly: to beguile some of
the time they went to the cinema.
DERIVATIVES: beeguileement 7. beeguil*
er n. beeguilsingely adv.

beshaveiorsism |bi‘havysrizom| «n. the
theory that human and animal behavior can
be explained in terms of conditioning, with-
out appeal to thoughts or feelings, and that
psychological disorders are best treated by
altering behavior patterns.

W such study and treatment in practice.
DERIVATIVES: bechaveioreist n. & adj. bee
haveioreisetic | bihavys'ristik| adj.

beshesmoth |bi'hemoTH; 'beomoaTH| «n. a
huge or monstrous creature.

B something enormous, esp. a big and power-
ful organization: shoppers loyal to their local
stores rather than to faceless behemoths | [as adj.]
behemoth telephone companies.

beshest |bi‘hest| 7 a person’s orders or
command: they had assembled at his behest
| the slaughter of the male children at the
behest of Herod.

becholdeen |bi'holdan| « adj. [predic.] owing
thanks or having a duty to someone in return
for help or a service: I don’t like to be be-
holden to anybody.

beshoove |bi'hgov| « v. [trans.] (it behooves
someone to do something) it is a duty or
responsibility for someone to do something;
it is incumbent on: it behooves any coach to
study his predecessors.

B [with negative] it is appropriate or suitable; it
befits: it i1l behooves them to decry the coun-
try’s war effort.

beelasbor |bi'labar| « . [trans.] 1 argue or
elaborate (a subject) in excessive detail:



belated”

critics thought they belabored the obvious. 2 at-
tack or assault (someone) physically or ver-
bally: he seized every opportunity to belabor the
Roman Church.

beelateed |bi'latid| - adj. coming or happen-
ing later than should have been the case: a be-
lated apology.
DERIVATIVES: beslateedely adv. beelateed*
ness n.

beledam |'beldom; - dem| (also beldame)
« n. an old woman.

® g malicious and ugly woman, esp. an old one;
a witch.

becleasguer |bi'legar| - . [trans.] [usu. as adj.]
(beleaguered) lay siege to: a beleaguered city.

® beset with difficulties: the board is supporting
the beleaguered director amid calls for her resig-
nation.

bel eseprit | bel e'spré| <n (pl. beaux
esprits | ,boz e'spré |) a witty person.

berlie |bi'li| « v. (belying) (trans] 1 (of an ap-
pearance) fail to give a true notion or impres-
sion of (something); disguise or contradict: his
hvely alert manner belied his years. 2 fail to ful-
fill or justify (a claim or expectation); betray:
the notebooks belie Darwin’s later recollection.

beslitetle |bi'litl| « . [trans.] make (someone
or something) seem unimportant: this is not to
belittle his role.
DERIVATIVES: beclitstlesment »n. beclite
tler n.

bell curve . ». (in mathematics and statistics)
a graph of a normal distribution, with a large
rounded peak tapering away at each end,
showing that the vast majority of variables fall
within the ‘bell’, or within a relatively limited
range.

belle éspoque | ,bel a'pak | « n. the period of
settled and comfortable life preceding World
War I:[as adj.] a romantic, belle-époque replica of
a Paris bistro.

belles-letetres | bel 'letra| « plural n. [also
treated as sing.] 1 essays, particularly of liter-
ary and artistic criticism, written and read
primarily for their aesthetic effect. 2 literature
considered as a fine art.
DERIVATIVES: belsleterism |bel'le trizom |
n. belsleterist |bel'letrist| n. beleleterisetic
| bela'tristik | adj.

beleliccose |'belikos| «adj. demonstrating
aggression and willingness to fight: a group of
bellicose patriots.
DERIVATIVES: belsliscoseisty | bela'kisité |

n.

beleligeersent |bs'lijorant| - adj. hostile and
aggressive.

® engaged in a war or conflict, as recognized
by international law. « ». a nation or person
engaged in war or conflict, as recognized by
international law: belligerents were denied access
10 the port.
DERIVATIVES: belsligser+entely adv.

bellewetheer |'bel,weTHar| . the leading
sheep (wether, originally ‘ram’) of a flock,
with a bell on its neck.

® an indicator or predictor of something: cam-
puses are often the bellwether of change | [as adj.]
the market’s bellwether stock.

44

benevolent

belteway |'belt,wa| « n. a highway encircling
an urban area.

8 (Beltway) [often as adj.] Washington, DC,
esp. as representing the perceived insularity
of the US government: conventional beltway
wisdom. that’s how it looks from inside the Belt-
way. [OR1GIN: transferred use by association
with the beltway encircling Washington.]

beleveedere | 'belva,dir| « n. a summerhouse
or open-sided gallery, usually at rooftop level,
commanding a fine view.

beemuse |bi'mycoz| » . [trans.] [usu. as adj.]
(bemused) puzzle, confuse, or bewilder
(someone): her bemused expression.
DERIVATIVES: besmuseed-ly |-zidle| adv.
be*muse*ment »n.

benchemark |'bencH,mirk| « n. 1 a standard
or point of reference against which things
may be compared or assessed:| [as adj] a
benchmark case.

8 3 problem designed to evaluate the perfor-
mance of a computer system. 2 (also bench
mark) a surveyor’s mark cut in a wall, pillar,
or building and used as a reference point in
measuring altitudes. «v. [trans.] evaluate or
check (something) by comparison with a
standard: we are benchmarking our perfor-
mance against external criteria.

® (intrans.] evaluate or check something in this
way: we continue to benchmark against the com-
petition. W [intrans.] show particular results
during a benchmark test: the device should
benchmark at between 100 and 150 MHz.

beneesdicetion | beni'diksHan| « n. the utter-
ance or bestowing of a blessing, esp. at the
end of a religious service.

# (Benediction) a service in which the con-
gregation is blessed with the Blessed Sacra-
ment, held mainly in the Roman Catholic
Church. ®devout or formal invocation of
blessedness: her arms outstretched in benedic-
tion. M the state of being blessed: ke eventually
wins benediction.

beneesfacetion | bens'faksHon| - n. a dona-
tion or gift.

® 3 good deal.

beneesfacetor |'bens faktor; bend'feektor|
« n. a person who gives money or other help
to a person or cause.

benseefice |'benofis| -n a permanent
church appointment, for which property and
income are provided in respect of pastoral
duties.

DERIVATIVES: benceficed adj.
beenefeieccent |ba'nefisont| « adj. (of a per-
son) generous or doing good.

& resulting in good: a beneficent democracy.
DERIVATIVES: beenefeiccence n. besnefeie
centely adv.

beneesfieciearsy | bens'fisHé ere| «n. (pl.
-ies) a person who derives advantage from
something, esp. a trust, will, or life insurance
policy.

beeneveo¢lent |ba'nevalont| . adj.
meaning and kindly: a benevolent smile.

® (of an organization) serving a charitable
rather than a profit-making purpose: a benev-
olent fund.

well
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DERIVATIVES: be*neveoclence 7. besneve
oclentely adv.

beenighteed |bi'nitid | - ady. 1in a state of pit-
iful or contemptible intellectual or moral ig-
norance, typically owing to a lack of opportu-
nity: they saw themselves as bringers of culture to
poor benighted peoples. 2 overtaken by dark-
ness: a storm developed and we were forced to
wait benighted near the summit.
DERIVATIVES: besnighteedeness n.

beenign |bi'nin| «adj. 1 gentle; kindly: her
face was calm and benign | his benign but firm
manner.

B (of a climate or environment) mild and fa-
vorable. ®not harmful to the environment:
[in combination] an ozone-benign refrigerant.
2 (of a disease) not harmful in effect: in par-
ticular, (of a tumor) not malignant.
DERIVATIVES: beenignely adv.

beenigenant |bi'nignant| « adj. 1 kindly and
benevolent. 2 less common medical term for
BENIGN.

B having a good effect; beneficial: the benignant
touch of love and beauty.

DERIVATIVES: beenigenanecy n. beenige
nantely adv.

beenign neeglect . ». a noninterference that
is intended to benefit someone or something
more than continual attention would: they
claimed that benign neglect would allow the city
to rebuild itself.

ben trovato | ben tra'vitd| « adj. (of an an-
ecdote) invented but plausible.

beequeath |bi'kweTH; -'kweTH| « v [trans]
leave (a personal estate or one’s body) to a
person or other beneficiary by a will: an iden-
tical sum was bequeathed by Margaret | he
bequeathed his art collection to the town.

8 pass (something) on or leave (something) to
someone else: ke is ditching the unpopular poli-
cies bequeathed to him.

DERIVATIVES: besqueatheer n.

beequest |bi'kwest| » 7. a thing bequeathed;
a legacy: her $135,000 was the largest bequest
the library ever has received.

Bthe action of bequeathing something: a
painting acquired by bequest.

beerate |bi'rat| 2. [trans] scold or criticize
(someone) angrily: my son berated me for not
giving him a Fewish upbringing.

beereave |bi'rev| . ». (be bereaved) be de-
prived of a loved one through a profound ab-
sence, esp. due to the loved one’s death: zhe
year after they had been bereaved | [as adj)
(bereaved) bereaved families | [as plural n.]
(the bereaved) those who counsel the bereaved.
DERIVATIVES: beereavesment n.

beereft |bi'reft| archaic past participle of BE-
REAVE. «adj. deprived of or lacking some-
thing, esp. a nonmaterial asset: her room was
stark and bereft of color.

B (of a person) lonely and abandoned, esp.
through someone’s death or departure.

bereserk |bar'zork;-'sark| « adj. (of a person
or animal) out of control with anger or excite-
ment; wild or frenzied: after she left, he went
berserk, throwing things around the apart-
ment.

bestride

B (of a mechanical device or system) operating
in a wild or erratic way; out of control: the cli-
mate control went berserk and either roasted or
froze us. ® (of a procedure, program, or activ-
ity) act unpredictably; appear out of control:
the stock market went berserk.

beeseech |bi'secH| . (past and past part. be-
sought |-'sot| or beseeched) ask (some-
one) urgently and fervently to do something;
implore; entreat: [with obj. and infinitive] zhey
beseeched him to stay | [with obj. and direct
speech] “You have gor to believe me,” Gloria
beseeched him | [trans.] they earnestly beseeched
his forgiveness | [as adj] (beseeching) a
beseeching gaze.
DERIVATIVES: besseecheingely adv.

beeset |bi'set| - 2. (besetting; past and past
part. beset) {trans.] 1 (of a problem or diffi-
culty) trouble or threaten persistently: zZe so-
cial problems that beset the inner city | he was
beset with self-doubt

B surround and harass; assail on all sides: I was
beset by clouds of flies. ® hem in; enclose: a ship
beset by ice. 2 (be besetwith) be covered or
studded with: blades of grass beset with glisten-
ing drops of dew.

PHRASES: besetting sin a fault to which a
person or institution is especially prone; a
characteristic weakness.

beesmirch |bi'smarcH| .. [trans.] damage
the reputation of (someone or something) in
the opinion of others: ke had besmirched the
good name of his family.

B make (something) dirty or discolored: the
ground was besmirched with blood.

beesoteted |bi'sitid | - ad;. 1 strongly infatu-
ated: ke became besotted with his best friend’s
sister. 2 intoxicated; drunk.

besetial |'bescHal; 'bes-| « adj. of or like an
animal or animals: Darwin’s revelations about
out bestial beginnings.

B savagely cruel and depraved: bestial and bar-
baric acts.
DERIVATIVES: besstialely adv.

bessticaleisty | beste'=zlite; bes-| o7 1 sav-
agely cruel or depraved behavior: there seems
no end to the bestiality of human beings. 2 sex-
ual intercourse between a person and an an-
imal.

besetiearey | 'beste ers; 'bes-| « n. (pl. -ies) a
descriptive or anecdotal treatise on various
real or mythical kinds of animals, esp. a me-
dieval work with a moralizing tone.

besstir |bi'star| « 2. (bestirred, bestirring)
(bestir oneself) make a physical or mental
effort; exert or rouse oneself: they rarely bestir
themselves except in the most pressing circum-
stances.

beestow |bi'sto| - 2. [trans.] confer or present
(an honor, right, or gift): thank you for this
honor that you have bestowed upon me | she
bestowed her nicest smile on Jim.
DERIVATIVES: besstoweal |-al| #n.

beestride |bi'strid| 2. (past bestrode

-'strod | ; past part. bestridden |-'stridn|)
[trans.] stand astride over; span or straddle:
creatures that bestride the dividing line between
amphibians and reptiles.



béte noire

B sit asteide on: he bestrade his horse with easy
grace.

béte noire | bat ‘nwir; bet | «n. (pl bites
noires |'nwirz| pronunc. same) the bane of
one’s life; a person or thing that one particu-
larly dislikes: great-uncle Edward was my fa-
ther's béte notre.

besthink |bi'tainGgk| » » (past and past part.
bethought |-'THGr|} (bethink oneself)
think on reflection; come to think: he be-
thought himself of the verse from rhe Dook
of Proverbs | [with clause] the council bethought
wself that this plan would feave room for furire
EXPNINSION.

bestide |bi'tid| + o [inmans.] happen: J waited
with beating heart, as yer nof knoting what
would beride.

B [trans.] happen to (someone); she was Lreri—
Bling wwivh fear lest worse might bende her,

bestosken |bi'tokan| » o [trans] be a sign of;
indicare: she wondered if #is cold, level paze beto-
kened indifference.

Bbe a warning or indication of (a Future
event): the falling comet betokened the true end
of Merltnspowers.

beveg| |'beval | « n a slope from the horizon-
tal or vertical in carpentry and stoneworlg; a
sloping surface or edge.

m {in full bevel square) a tool for marking
angles in carpentry and sionework, sz
{beveled, beveling or hevelled, bevelling)
ftrans.] [often as ad]] (bewveled) reduce {(a
square cdge on an ohject) to a sloping edge:
a beveled prirror.

bevey |'bevé| « . (pl. -ies) a large group of
people or things of a particular kind: ke was
surrounded by a bevy of beaurtful giric

B3 group of birds, particularly when closely
gathered on the ground: a bevy of guail.

bisansnu=al |bi'znyawsl| +adi occurring
[Wice a year: the annual meeting of the plan-
ning commitrtee. Cf. BIENNIAL.

DERIVATIVES: bisan=nusalsly adn
bi*beslot |'bib(a},}6| « # a small, decorative
ornament ar trinket.

bibsliso*phile |'bibles fil| » ». a person who
collects or has a great love of books.
DERIVATIVES: bibslispsphilsic | biblaa'fi-
lik[ ads. bibslisophsisly | bible'ifslg| .

bibeurlous |'bibyslas| « adj, excessively fond
of drinking alcohol.

biscamerereal |bi'kemarsl| - adi. (of a legis-
lative body} having two branches or cham-
bers.

DERIVATIVES: bircamrer-alsism |- lizarn|

K.

bisdet |bi'da| - » a low oval basin used for
washing one’s genital and anal area.

bisen*ni*al |bl'enesl| «adr 1 taking place
every other year: sumomit meetings are nor-
mally biennial. Cf, BlanNUaL, 2 {esp. of a
plant} living or lasting for two years, «w. 1 a
plant that takes two years to grow from seed
to fruition (which occurs in the second year)
and die. Compare with ANNUAL, PERENNIAL.
2 an evert celebrated or taking place every
two years,
DERIVATIVES: birensnisal*ly adu,
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hile

usaGE;: Biennial means ‘lasting or occur-
ting every two years”: Congressional elections
are a biennial ph A biennial planr is
one that lives a two-year cycle, flowering and
producing seed in the second year. Bian-
nual means ‘twice a year': The sofsrice is @ bi-
anweal event.

bisfurscate - v |'bifor kat| divide inte two
branches or forks: [intrane J just below Caire the
river biftercates | [trans.] the mrail was biftrcated
by a mountarm stream. e ad) | b'farkan
'bifarkit| forked; branched: a bifurcare tree.

bige*asmy |'bigomg| » n. the crime of going
through a marriage ceremany while already
married to ancther person.

B {in surnechurches) the act of remarriage af-
ter the death of a spouse, divorce, or other
change of condinon.

DERIVATIVES: bigrasmist |-mist| ». bigea+
mous |-mas| ad.

big bang (also Big Bang) » n. the explosion
of dense matter that, according to current
cosmological theories, marked the origin of
the universe,

In the beginning a fireball of radiation at ex-
tremely high temperature and density, but
osocupying s tiny volume, is believed to have
formed. This expanded and cooled, ex-
tremely fast at first, but more slowly as sub-
atomic particles condensed into matter that
later accuomulared to form galaxies and stars.
The palaxies are currently still retreating
from one another, What was left of the orig-
ingl radiation continued to cool and has
been detected as a upiform background of
weak microwave tadiation.

bight |bit| - 7. a curve or recess in a coastlne,
river, or other geographical feature.

® 2 loop of rope, as distinct from the rope’s
ends.

bigeot |'bigat| = n. a person who is bigoted:
religious bigots.

bigeoteed |'bigatid| . adi obstinately con-
vinced of the superiority or correctness of
one’s own opinions and prejudiced against
those who hold different opinions: o begored
group of reactionaries.

# expressing or characterized by prejudice and
intolerance: a thoughtless and bigoted article.

big*otery |'bigatrg| - n. bigoted attitudes; in-
wlerance toward those who hotd different
opinions from oncself: the report reveals racism
and right-wing Mpatry.

bi*jou |'bezHGD | + adi. (esp. of a residence or
business establishment) soall and clegant:
bijou restanrants. » n. (pl. bijoux |-zHGO(Z}|)
a jewel or ket

bislateersal |bi'lxtaral| « ad). having or relat-
ing to two sides; affecting both sides: bilareral
hearing is esseatial for sound locarion.

W involving wo parties, usually countrics: the
recently concluded bilateral agreements with Ja-
pan.

DERIVATIVES: bilaterality n. bislatrersals
Iy adw.
bile |bil | » # a bitter greenish-brown alkaline




bilious 47

fluid that aids digestion and is secreted by the
liver and stored in the gallbladder.

B anger; irritability: that ropic is sure to sur up
plenty of bile.

bilsious |'bilyas| » adj. affected by or associ-
ated with nausea or vomiting: feeling a litile
bilious | a bilious attack.

m (of a color) lurid or sickly: a bilious olive hue.
u spiteful; bad-tempered. B of or relating to
bile.

DERIVATIVES: bilsioussly adv. bilsiouse
ness n.

bilk |bilk| « 2. [trans.] 1 obtain or withhold
money from (someone) by deceit or without
justification; cheat or defraud: government
waste has bilked the taxpayer of billions.

® obtain (money) fraudulently: some businesses
bilk thousands of dollars from unsuspecting eld-
erly consumers. 2 evade; elude: I ducked into the
pantry, bilking Edward.

DERIVATIVES: bilkeer n.

bilelet-doux | 'bila 'd6o | » n. (pl. billets-doux
|-'doo(z) |) a love letter.

bienaery |'bineré| « adj. 1 relating to, using,
or expressed in a system of numerical nota-
tion that has 2 rather than 10 as abase.

B in binary format: iz is stored as a binary file.
2 relating to, composed of, or involving two
things: testing the so-called binary, or dual chem-
ical, weapons. «n. (pl-ies) 1 the binary sys-
tem: binary notation: the device is counting in
binary. 2 something having two parts.

® 3 binary star(a system of two stars, one
revolving around the other or both revolving
around a common center).

bi*noe*misal |bi'nomesl| «n 1 an algebraic
expression of the sum or the difference of two
mathematical terms. 2 a two-part name, esp.
the Latin name of a species of living organ-
ism (consisting of the genus followed by the
specific epithet, e.g., Canis familiaris the com-
mon dog). 3 a noun phrase with two heads
joined by a conjunction, in which the order is
relatively fixed (as in knife and fork). « adj.
1 (in mathematics) consisting of two terms.

® of or relating to a binomial or to the binomial
theorem. 2 having or using two names, (used
esp. of the Latin name of a species of living
organism).

bicoedeesgradeacble | biodi'gradsbal| . adj.
(of a substance or object) capable of being
decomposed by bacteria or other living
organisms.
DERIVATIVES:

|- grada'bilite | n.

bicoedieveresioty | biodi'varsite| « n. the va-
riety of plant and animal life in the world or
in a particular habitat.

bicoeenegieneereing | bid,enjs'niriNG| -« n.
1 (also genetic engineering) the deliberate
modification of the characteristics of an or-
ganism by manipulating its genetic material.
2 the use of arrtificial tissues, organs, or organ
components to replace damaged or absent
parts of the body, such as artificial iimbs and
heart pacemakers. 3 the use in engineering or
industry of biological organisms or processes.
DERIVATIVES: bi*o*ensgi*neer n. & v.

bitosdesgradeasbileiety

bipolar

bieosetheics | bio'eTHiks| « plural n. [treated
as sing.] the ethics of medical and biological
research.
DERIVATIVES: bicosetheiecal
adj. bisocetheiscist |-'eTHasist| n.

bicosfeedeback | bic'fed bxk| « n. the use of
electronic monitoring of a normally auto-
matic bodily function in order to train some-
one to acquire voluntary control of that func-
tion.

bi*oegensessis | ,bic'jenasis| « n. the synthe-
sis of substances by living organisms.

# the hypothesis that living matter arises only
from other living matter.
DERIVATIVES: bi*o*gesnetsic
adj.

bieo*mass |'bio,mas| » n. the total quantity
or weight of organisms in a given area or vol-
ume.

® organic matter used as a fuel, esp. in a power
station for the generation of electricity.

bi*ome |'bidm| « 7. a large naturally occur-
ring community of flora and fauna occupying
a major habitat, e.g., forest or tundra.

biconeic |bi'anik| « adj. having artificial body
parts, esp. electromechanical ones.

® having ordinary human powers increased by
or as if by the aid of such devices (real or fic-
tional). ® of or relating to bionics.
DERIVATIVES: bisonciscalely
adv.

bieoneics |bi'dniks| e plural n. [treated as
sing.] the study of mechanical systems that
function like living organisms or parts of liv-
ing organisms.

bieopesy | 'bidipse| « n. (pl. -ies) an examina-
tion of tissue removed from a living body to
discover the presence, cause, or extent of a
disease.

bieoerhythm |'bio,ritHom| 7. a recurring
cycle in the physiology or functioning of an
organism, such as the daily cycle of sleeping
and waking.

® a cyclic pattern of physical, emotional, or
mental activity said to occur in the life of a
person.
DERIVATIVES:
'riTHmik | adj.

bicoesphere | 'bis,sfir| » n. the regions of the
surface and atmosphere of the earth or other
planet occupied by living organisms.
DERIVATIVES: bicossphersic | bia'sferik]|
adj.

bieoeta |bi'cta| « #. the animal and plant life
of a particular region, habitat, or geological
period: the biota of the river.

bicostechenoleoegy | bictek'nilsje| «n. the
exploitation of biological processes for indus-
trial and other purposes, esp. the genetic ma-
nipulation of microorganisms for the produc-
tion of antibiotics, hormones, etc.

bisposlar | bi'polar| « adj. having or relating to
two poles or extremities: a sharply bipolar di-
viston of affluent and underclasses.

® (of a plant or animal species) of or occurring
in both polar regions. ® (of a nerve cell) hav-
ing two axons (long, threadlike parts), one on
either side of the cell body. ® (of a transistor

|'eTHikal |

|-jo'netik |

|-ik(a)le|

bisosrhythemic | ,bio
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or other electronic device) using both posi-
tive and negative charge carriers.
DERIVATIVES: bi*porlartisty | bipd'leriié|

M.

bisposlar dis*or+der . n. a mental disorder
marked by alternating periods of elation and
depression. Also called, esp. formerly, manic
depression

hissexsural |bi'seksilawsl| » adj.
attracted to both men and women.

B {in biology) having characteristics of both
sENes. « #. @ person who is sexually attracted
to both men and women.

DERLVATIVES: bissexvuealristy | biseksHa
‘walite | n.

bivsourac | 'bivao zk;'bivivek | - x. a tempo-
rary camp without tents or cover, used esp.
by soldiers or mountameers. « ¢ [noobj., with
adverbial of place] (bivouacked, bivouacking)
stay in such a camp: the bartation was now biv—
auacked n a cornfreld.

biezarre |bi'zir| . adj. very strange or unu-
sual, esp. 50 as (0 CAUSE Interest or amuse-
ment: ker bizarre dresses and owtrageous hairdos.
DERIVATIVES: bis=zarresly ady biszarres
ness n. bizarrerie n. a bizarre quality.

black |blzk| » ad. (also Black) of any human
group having dark-colored skin, esp. of Afri-
can or Australian Aboriginal ancestry: black

fnlescents of Famaican descent.

8 of or relating to black people: black adre.
+ n. (also Black) a member of a dark-skinned
people, esp. one of African or Australian Ab-
original ancestty: a coafition of backs and
whites against violence.

usacE: Black, designanng Americans of
African heritage, became the most widely
used and accepted term in the 1960s and
1970s, replacing Negro. It is not usually
capitalized: bdlack Americans. ‘Fhrough the
1980s, the mare formal African American
replaced black in much usage, but both are
now generally acceptable. (The noun form is
sometimes hyphenated, and the adjectival
form should be: the African-American novel-
ist Ralph Eliison). Afro-American, an car-
lier alternative to black, is heard mostly in
anthropological and cultural contexts. ‘Col-
ored people,’ commeon earlier in the twenti-
eth century, is now usually regarded as de-
rogatory, although the phrase survives in the
fuli name of the NAACT, the MNationai Asso-
ciation for the Adwvancement of Colored
People. An inversion, ‘people of color,’ has
gained some favor, but is also used in refer-
ence 10 other nonwhite ethnic groups,

sexually

black Engdish « ». any of various nonstan-
dard fortns of English spoken by black peo-
ple.

B 3 dialect spoken by black Americans that dis-
plays consistent syntactical forms theorized
as arising from African languages.

blackeguard |'blzgard; 'blzkgird| «n a
person, particulacly a man, who behaves in a
dishonorable or contemptible way. -o
[trans.] abuse ordisparage (somecne) scurril-
ously.

blasé

DERIVATIVES: black-guardely ad
blackhole . ». 1 (inastronomy) a2 region of
space having a gravitational field so intense
thatne matter or radiation can escape. Black
holes are probably formed when a massive
star exhausts its nuclear fuel and collapses
under its own gravity. If the srar is massive
encugh, no known force can counteract the
increasing gravity, and it will celiapse 1o a
point of infinite density. Before this stage is
reached, within a certain radius {the event
horizon) light irself becomes trapped and the
object becomes invisible.

B 3 figurative place of empriness or aloneness:
they think he’s sitting in a black hole with no in-
teraction with his people. Wa place where
money, lost items, etc., are supposed to go,
never to be seen again: the moribund economy
has beenn a black hole for federal funds | I
wouldn't dare go in thar black hole he calls a
“garage.” W {of a system, practice, or institu-
tion) a state of inadequacy or excessive bu-
reaucracy in which hopes, progress, etc., be-
come futile: fuveniles fost in the black hole of
the criminal justice systern, 2 a dreadful place
of confinement or imprisonment, ¢sp. in the
armed services.

blacksmall |'blzkmal| «» the action,
treated as a criminal offense, of demanding
meoney from a person in return for not reveal-
ing compromising ot injurious information
about that person: they were acquitied of
charges of Mlackmail.

B money demanded in this way: we do nor pay
blackmail. ®the use of threats or the manip-
wlation of someone’s feelings (o force them to
do something: out of fear, she submitted to Fim'’s
emotional blachmail | they are trying io
blackmail us with funger, + o [trans] demand
money from (a person) in return for not
revealing compromising or injurious infor-
marion about that person: tryfug ro blackmail
him for $400,000.

u force (someong) to do something by using
threats or manipulating their feelings: Az fad
blackmailed her into sailing with him.
DERIVATIVES: blackemail-er ».

black mar+ket « n. (the black market) an il-
legal traffic or trade in officially contralled or
scarce commodities: they planwed to sell the
meat on the black market. The gray market
invloves traffic or trade that is not illegal but
is questionable, e.g., trade in securities not
vet quoted on the Stock Exchange.
DERIVATIVES: black marskesteer {also
black-mar+kesteer) #». black-marskesteer

o

black tie « #. a black bow tie worn with a din-
ner jacket.

B formal evening dress: the audience wears black
tie, Cf. WHITE TIE. = adj. {black-tle) {of an
event) requiring formal evening dress: ewe-
ning meals were black-tie affairs.

bland+ish*ment |'blendisHmant| « 7. a fla-
tering or pleasing statement or action used to
persuade someone gently 0 do something:
the Mandishments of a travel brochure.

blassé |bli'za| = adi. unimpressed or indiffer-




blasphemy

ent to something because one has experi-
enced or seen it so often before: she was
becoming quite blasé about the dangers of city life.

blasephesmy |'blesfomé| « n. (pl. -ies) the
act or offense of speaking sacrilegiously
about God or sacred things; profane talk: ze
was detained on charges of blasphemy| scream-
ing incomprehensible blasphemies.
DERIVATIVES: blas*phe*mous adj. blase
phesmousely adv.

blastant |'blatnt| .adj. (of bad behavior)
done openly and unashamedly: blatant lies.

B completely lacking in subtlety; very obvious:
Jorcing herself to resist his blatant charm | bla-
tant appeals to ethnicity.
DERIVATIVES: blastanecy |'blamsé| 7.

blatheer | 'bleTHar| (also blether or blither)
« 2. [intrans.] talk long-windedly without mak-
ing very much sense: she began blathering
on about her previous lives | [as n.] (blather-
ing) stop your blathering. +n. long-winded
talk with no real substance.

blatheereskite |'bleTHor skit| « 7. 1 a person
who talks at great length without making
much sense.

| foolish talk; nonsense: politicians get away all
the time with their blatherskite. 2 a scoundrel:
you lousy, thieving blatherskite!

blaezon |'blazon| » v. [trans.] 1 [with adverbial of
place] display prominently or vividly: they saw
their company name blazoned all over the media.

® report (news), esp. in a sensational manner:
accounts of their ordeal blazoned to the entire
nation. 2 describe or depict (armorial bear-
ings) in a correct heraldic manner.

& inscribe or paint(an object) with arms or a
name. o7z a correct heraldic description of
armorial bearings.

® 3 coat ofarms.

blear |blir| «%. [trans] make dim; blur: you
would blear your eyes with books.  adj. dim,
dull, or filmy: a medicine to lay to sore and blear
eyes. » n. a film over the eyes; a blur: ke forced
his eyes open and shut to rid them of blear.
DERIVATIVES: bleary adj.

blench |blencH| » v. [intrans.] make a sudden
flinching movement out of fear or pain: e
blenched and struggled to regain his composure.

blight |blit| .7 a plant disease, esp. one
caused by fungi such as mildews, rusts, and
smuts: a blight that attacks grapevines | [with
adj.] potaro blight.

B informal anything that causes a plant disease or
interferes with the healthy growth of a plant.
B [in sing] a thing that spoils or damages
something: her remorse could be a blight on
their happiness. B an ugly or neglected urban
area, or its condition: the depressing urban
blight in the south of the ciry. v. [trans.] (usu.
be blighted) infect (plants or a planted area)
with blight: a peach rtree blighted by leaf curl.

B spoil, harm, or destroy: the scandal blighted
the careers of several leading politicians | [as adj.]
(blighted) his blighted ambitions. ® [usu. as
adj.] (blighted) subject (an urban area) to ne-
glect: blighted neighborhoods.

blithe |blity; bliTH| » adj. showing a casual
and cheerful indifference considered to be
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callous or improper: a blithe disregard for the
rules of the road.

B happy or joyous: a blithe comedy.
DERIVATIVES: blithesly adv. blitheeness 7.
blithesome |-sam| adj. a blithesome spirit.

blitzekrieg |'blits ,krég|  z. an intense mili-
tary campaign intended to bring about a swift
victory.

bloc |blik| « 7. a combination of countries,
parties, or groups sharing a common pur-
pose: a larger, stronger European bloc | a center-
left voting bloc | the upstate dairy bloc.

blond |blind| (also blonde) . adj. (of hair)
fair or pale yellow: short-cropped blond hair |
her hair was dyed blond.

8 (of a person) having hair of a fair or pale yel-
low color: a slim blond woman. W (of a person)
having fair hair and a light complexion, typi-
cally regarded as a racial characteristic. B (of
wood and other substances) light in color or
tone: a New York office full of blond wood. « n.
a person with fair hair and skin.
DERIVATIVES: blond*ish adj. blond*ness

n.

bloodeless | 'bladlis| - adj. (of a person) cold
or unemotional: a shrewd and bloodless Holly-
wood mogul. M lacking in vitality; feeble: their
occasionally bloodless chamber jazz.
DERIVATIVES: bloodeless°ly adv. bloode
less*ness 7.

blue blood . n. noble birth: blue blood is no
guarantee of any particular merit, competence, or
expertise.

® (also blueblood) a person of noble birth: a
comforting figure among that crowd of blue
bloods.
DERIVATIVES: blue-blooded adj.

blue 1aw . 7. a law prohibiting certain activi-
ties, such as shopping, on a Sunday.

® (in colonial New England) a strict religious
law, particularly one preventing entertain-
ment or leisure activities on a Sunday.

blue*nose | 'bloo,ndz| « n. 1 a priggish or pu-
ritanical person: [as adj.] the most restrictive,
bluenose standards. 2 (Bluenose) a person
from Nova Scotia.
DERIVATIVES: blue*nosed adj. (in sense 1).

blues |blooz| « plural n. 1 [treated as sing. or
pl.] (often the blues) an often melancholic
music of black American folk origin, typically
in a twelve-bar sequence. It developed in the
rural South toward the end of the 19th cen-
tury, finding a wider audience from the 1920s
as blacks migrated to the cities. This urban
blues gave rise to rhythm and blues and rock
and roll.

| [treated as sing.] a piece of such music: now
we’re going to play a blues in C. 2 (the blues)
feelings of melancholy, sadness, or depres-
sion: she’s got the blues.
DERIVATIVES: bluesey adj. (in sense 1).

blue-sky (also blue-skies) . adj. [attrib.] not
yet practical or profitable: blue-sky research.

blueestockeing | 'blco,stdkiNG| « z. an intel-
lectual or literary woman.

bluff « adj. direct in speech or behavior but in
a good-natured way: a big, bluff, hearty man.
DERIVATIVES: bluffely adv. bluffeness n.
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bluseter |'blastar| - v. [intrans.] talk in a loud,
aggressive, or indignant way with little effect:
you threaten and bluster, but you won’t follow
through | [with direct speech] “I don’t care what
he says,” I blustered | [as adj.] (blustering) a
blustering bully.

B (of a storm, wind, or rain) blow or beat
fiercely and noisily: [as adj.] (blustering) the
blustering wind. « n. loud, aggressive, or indig-
nant talk with little effect: their threats con-
tained a measure of bluster.

DERIVATIVES: bluseterser n.

boateswain |'bosan| (also bo’sun or bo-
sun) . n. a ship’s officer in charge of equip-
ment and the crew.

boedascious |bo'dasHos| « adj. excellent, ad-
mirable, or attractive: this restaurant serves
bodacious grilled lobster!

B gudacious in a way considered admirable: a
bunch of bodacious dudes playing games with
death.

bode |bod| .« ». [intrans.] (bode well/ill) be an
omen of a particular outcome: their argument
did not bode well for the future | [trans.] high
interest rates bode dark days ahead for retailers.

boedhissatteva | bodi'sidtva; -'sat-| (also Bo-
dhisattva) « n. (in Mahayana Buddhism) a
person who is able to reach nirvana but
delays doing so out of compassion in order to
save suffering beings.

boegus |'bogas| « adj. not genuine or true;
fake: a bogus insurance claim.

DERIVATIVES: boegusely adv. bosguseness

n.

boche*mican |bo'hémesn| « n. a person who
has informal and unconventional social
habits, esp. an artist or writer: the young
bohemians with their art galleries and sushi bars.
[or1GIN: mid 19th cent.: from French
bohémien ‘gypsy’ (because gypsies were
thought to come from Bohemia, or because
they perhaps entered the West through
Bohemia).] . adj. having informal and un-
conventional social habits.
DERIVATIVES: bochesmicantism
zom| n.

boisetereous |'boist(a)ras| « adj. (of a per-
son, event, or behavior) noisy, energetic, and
cheerful; rowdy: the boisterous conviviality
assoctated with taverns of that period.

® (of wind, weather, or water) wild or stormy.
DERIVATIVES: boisetersouscly adv. boise
tersouseness 7.

boelus |'bolas| «7n. (pl. boluses) a small
rounded mass of a substance, esp. of chewed
food at the moment of swallowing.

® 3 type of large pill used in veterinary medi-
cine. ® a single dose of a drug or other medic-
inal preparation given all at once.

bomebast |'bimbast| #n. high-sounding
language with little meaning, used to impress
people.
DERIVATIVES: bomebasetic |bim'baestik|
adj. bomebassticcalely |bim'bastik(a)le]
adv.

boena fide |'bona (fid; 'bina| « adj. genuine;
real: only bona fide members of the company may
use the logo. « adv. sincerely; without inten-

|_|ni-

bore

tion to deceive: the court will assume that they
have acted bona fide.

boena fiedes |'bona fidz; 'fidez; 'bina-| « n.
a person’s honesty and sincerity of intention:
he went to great lengths to establish his liberal
bona fides.

B [treated as pl.] documentary evidence show-
ing a person’s legitimacy; credentials: are you
satisfied with my bona fides? [ORIGIN: mid
20th cent.]

bondeage |'bindij| - n. 1 the state of being a
slave: the deliverance of the Israelites from bond-
age in Egypr.

B a state of being greatly constrained by cir-
cumstances or obligations: young women lost
10 the bondage of early motherhood. 2 sexual
practice that involves the tying up or restrain-
ing of one partner.

boneho*mie |'binomeé; bina'me| «n.
cheerful friendliness; geniality: ke exuded good
humor and bonhomie.

bonesai |bin'si; 'binsi| « 7. (pl. same) (also
bonsai tree) an ornamental tree or shrub
grown in a pot and artificially prevented from
reaching its normal size.

| the art of growing trees or shrubs in such a

way.
bon vievant |'bin veé'vint| .n (pl. bon
vivants |-vint(s)| or bons vivants
|-'vant(s)| pronunc. same) a person who

enjoys a sociable and luxurious lifestyle.

boonedogegle |'boon,digal; -,dogsl| -
work or activity that is wasteful or pointless
but gives the appearance of having value:
writing off the cold fusion phenomenon as a boon-
doggle best buried in literature. M a public proj-
ect of questionable merit that typically
involves political patronage and graft. ..
[intrans.] waste money or time on such pro-
jects.

boor |'boor| « #. a rude, unmannerly person:
a big, obnoxious boor. ®a clumsy person. ®a
peasant; a yokel.

DERIVATIVES: booreish adj. booreishely
adv. booreisheness 7.

booteless |'bootlis| « adj. (of a task or under-
taking) ineffectual; useless: words at this pass
were vain and bootless | bootless efforts.

bore! |bor| «v. 1 [trans.] make (a hole) in
something, esp. with a revolving tool: zhey
bored holes in the sides | [intrans.] the drill can
bore through rock.

| [trans.] hollow out (a tube or tunnel): ry to
bore the tunnel at the correct angle. M [intrans.]
(bore into) (of a person’s eyes) stare harshly
at: your terrible blue eyes bore into me. M [trans.]
hollow out (a gun barrel or other tube).
2 [intrans.] make one’s way through (a crowd).
« n. 1 the hollow part inside a gun barrel or
other Cf. GAUGE.tube.

m [often in combination] the diameter of this; the
caliber: a small-bore rifle. ® [in combination] a
gun of a specified bore: ke shot a guard in the
leg with a twelve-bore. 2 short for borehole, a
hole bored into the ground to find water, oil,
etc.

bore2 .« n. a person whose talk or behavior is
dull and uninteresting: she found him a bore.
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| [in sing.] a tedious situation or thing: going
out to dinner alone is such a bore. «v. [trans.]
make (someone) feel weary and uninter-
ested by tedious talk or dullness: rather than
bore you with all the details, I’ll hit some of the
bright spots.

bore3 . n. a steep-fronted wave caused by the
meeting of two tides or by the constriction of
a tide rushing up a narrow estuary.

boereeal |'boresl| «adj. of the North or
northern regions.

B relating to or characteristic of the climatic
zone south of the Arctic, esp. the cold tem-
perate region dominated by taiga and forests
of birch, poplar, and conifers: northern boreal

forest. m (Boreal) (in botany) relating to or
denoting a phytogeographical kingdom com-
prising the arctic and temperate regions of
Eurasia and North America. m (Boreal) (in
geology) relating to or denoting the second
climatic stage of the postglacial period in
northern Europe, between the Preboreal and
Atlantic stages (about 9,000 to 7,500 years
ago).
born-asgain . adj. converted to a personal
faith in Christ (with reference to John 3:3): a
born-again Christian.

® having the extreme enthusiasm of the newly
converted or reconverted: born-again environ-
mentalists. « n. a born-again Christian.

boreough |'bard| « n. a town or district that
is an administrative unit, in particular:

B a3 municipal corporation in certain states.
m each of five divisions of New York City. B in
Alaska, a district corresponding to a county
elsewhere in the US. ® Brit. a town (as distinct
from a city) with a corporation and privileges
granted by a royal charter. B Brit. a town his-
torically sending representatives to Parlia-
ment.

bosecage |'biskij| (also boskage) .n.
massed trees or shrubs: the lush subtropical
boscage.
boskey |'biske| «adj. wooded; covered by
trees or bushes: a river meandering between
bosky banks.
bostaneiscal |bs'tznikal| « 7. (usu. botani-
cals) a substance obtained from a plant
and used as an additive, esp. in gin or cos-
metics.
bouedoir |'boodwir| 7z a woman’s bed-
room or private room.
bouregeois |boor'zHwE; 'boorzHwi | « adj. of
or characteristic of the middle class, typically
with reference to its perceived materialistic
values or conventional attitudes: a rich, bored,
bourgeots family | these views will shock the bour-
geois critics.

B (in Marxist contexts) upholding the interests
of capitalism; not communist. « n. (pl. same)
a bourgeois person: a self-confessed and proud
bourgeois.

bouregeoiesie | boorzawi'ze| « n. (usu. the
bourgeoisie) the middle class, typically with
reference to its perceived materialistic values
or conventional attitudes. Cf. HAUFE BOUR-
GEOISIE; PETIT BOURGEOIS.

B (in Marxist contexts) the capitalist class who

bract

own most of society’s wealth and means of
production.

bourse |boors| « 7. a stock market in a non-
English-speaking country, esp. France.

m (Bourse) the Paris stock exchange.

boutonniére | bootn'ir| « . a spray of flow-
ers worn in a buttonhole.

boevine |'bovin; -ven| » adj. of, relating to, or
affecting cattle: bovine tuberculosis.

B (of a person) slow-moving and dull-witted:
amiable bovine faces. « n. an animal of the cat-
tle group, which also includes buffaloes and
bisons.

DERIVATIVES: boevinerly adv.
bowdelereize |'bodls,riz; 'bowd-| 2. [trans.]
remove material that is considered improper
or offensive from (a text or account), esp.
with the result that it becomes weaker or less
effective:[as adji.] (bowdlerized) a bowdler-
ized version of the story.
DERIVATIVES: bowd*lersism |- rizom| n.
bowdelersiszastion | ,bodlari'zasHan; ,bowd-|

n.

boyecott |'boikit| « v. [trans.] withdraw from
commercial or social relations with (a coun-
try, organization, or person) as a punishment
or protest.

m refuse to buy or handle (goods) as a punish-
ment or protest. B refuse to cooperate with or
participate in (a policy or event). « z. a puni-
tive ban that forbids relations with other bod-
ies, cooperation with a policy, or the handling
of goods. In labor law, a primary boycott is
a union’s campaign to urge consumers not to
buy an employer’s products. A secondary
boycott (usually illegal) is aimed at products
of another producer who is seen as support-
ing the primary target.

braechieal |'brakesl; 'brak-| « adj. of or relat-
ing to the arm, specifically the upper arm, or
an armlike structure: the brachial artery.

o like an arm.

braechicate . ». |'brake at; 'brak-| [no obj.,
usu. with adverbial of direction] (of certain apes)
move by using the arms to swing from branch
to branch: the gibbons brachiate energetically
across their enclosure. « adj. |'braké at; 'braek;
-it| branched, esp. having widely spread
paired branches on alternate sides.

® having arms.
DERIVATIVES: braschicastion | brake
'asHan; brek-| n. braechicastor |- ator| n.

bracheyeceephaleic | brakess'felik| «adj.
having a relatively broad, short skull (usually
with the breadth at least 80 percent of the
length). Often contrasted with DOLICHO-
CEPHALIC.
DERIVATIVES:
fole| n. .

brackeish | 'brzkisH| - adj. (of water) slightly
salty, as in river estuaries.

m (of fish or other organisms) living in or re-
quiring such water. ® unpleasant or distaste-
ful: a brackish mixture unsuitable for consump-
tion.

DERIVATIVES: brackeisheness n.

bract |brzkt| .7z a modified leaf or scale,

typically small, with a flower or flower cluster

bracheyscepheacly |-'se-
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in its axil. Bracts are sometimes larger and
more brightly colored than the true flower, as
in poinsettia and dogwood.

bragegasdoeci*o | brags'dosHeo| - n.
boastful or arrogant behavior.

Brahema |'brimos| 1 the creator god in later
Hinduism, who forms a triad with Vishnu the
preserver and Shiva the destroyer. 2 another
term for BRAHMAN (sense 2).

Braheman | 'briman| (also Brahmin) . 7. (p!.
-mans or -mins) 1 a member of the highest
Hindu caste, that of the priesthood. [ORI-
GIN: from Sanskrit brahmana.] 2 (in Hindu-
ism) the ultimate reality underlying all phe-
nomena. [ORIGIN: from Sanskrit brahman.]
3 an ox of a humped breed (Bos indicus or B.
taurus) originally domesticated in India that
is tolerant of heat and drought and is now
kept widely in tropical and warm-temperate
countries. (Also called zebu) .
DERIVATIVES: Brahemaneic |bri'manik]|
adj. Brahemaneiecal |bri'meaniksl| adj.

Brahemaneism |'brims,nizom| (also Brah-
minism) . n. the complex sacrificial religion
that emerged in post-Vedic India (¢.900 BC)
under the influence of the dominant priest-
hood (Brahmans), an early stage in the devel-
opment of Hinduism.

Brahemin |'brimin| « . 1 variant spelling of
BRAHMAN. 2 a socially or culturally superior
person, esp. a member of the upper classes
from New England.

DERIVATIVES:  Brahemin¢iscal
'minikal| adj. (in sense 1).

brain death . n. irreversible brain damage
causing the end of independent respiration,
regarded as indicative of death.

brainewash |'bran,wdsH; -, wisH| « v. [trans.]
make (someone) adopt radically different
beliefs by using systematic and often forcible
pressure: the organization could brainwash
young people | they have been brainwashed
into conformity and subservience.
DERIVATIVES: brainwashing n.

branedish |'brendisH| .. [trans.] wave or
flourish (something, esp. a weapon) as a
threat or in anger or excitement.
DERIVATIVES: branedisheer 7.

brash |brzsH| - adj. self-assertive in a rude,
noisy, or overbearing way: he could be brash,
cocky, and arrogant.

B strong, energetic, or irreverent: I like brash,
vibrant flavors. ® (of a place or thing) having
an ostentatious or tasteless appearance: a
brash new building.

DERIVATIVES: brashely adv. brasheness n.
brassey |'brasé| « adj. (brassier, brassiest)
resembling brass, in particular:

B bright or harsh yellow. Bsounding like a
brass musical instrument; harsh and loud.
B (of a person, typically a woman) tastelessly
showy or loud in appearance or manner: zer
brassy, audacious exterior.

DERIVATIVES: brasseiely |'brasslé| adv.
brasseiness 7.

braevaedo | bra'vido| - #. a bold manner or a
show of boldness intended to impress or in-
timidate.

jbrd

bricolage

braevo |'bravo| - exclam. used to express ap-
proval when a performer or other person has
done something well: people kept on clapping
and shouting “bravo!” « n. (pl. ~0s) a cry of
bravo: bravos rang out.

A female performer may be saluted brava!
For extra effect, the superlative bravissimo!
(or bravissima!) is sometimes employed.

braevuera |bra'v(y)cora| s . great technical
skill and brilliance shown in a performance or
activity: the recital ended with a blazing display
of bravura | [as adj] a bravura performance.

® the display of great daring: Ais show of bravura
hid a guilty timidiry.

braezen |'brazon| . adj. 1 bold and without
shame: he went about his illegal business with a
brazen assurance | that brazen hussy! 2 made
of brass.

® harsh in sound: the music’s brazen chords.
»brazen it (or something) out endure an
embarrassing or difficult situation by behav-
ing with apparent confidence and lack of
shame.

DERIVATIVES: braezenely adv. braezene
ness 7. |

breach |brécH| « 7. 1 an act of breaking or
failing to observe a law, agreement, or code of
conduct: a breach of confidence | I sued for
breach of contract.

B 3 break in relations: a sudden breach be-
tween father and son. 2 a gap in a wall, bar-
rier, or defense, esp. one made by an attack-
ing army. 2. [trans.] 1 make a gap in and
break through (a wall, barrier, or defense): the
river breached its bank.

B break or fail to observe (a law, agreement, or
code of conduct). 2 [intrans.] (of a whale) rise
and break through the surface of the water.
Cf. BROACH.

breakeing and enetereing . . (inlegal use)
the crime of entering a building by force so as
to commit burglary.

breevet |bra'vet; 'brevit| « n. [often as adj] a
former type of military commission con-
ferred esp. for outstanding service by which
an officer was promoted to a higher rank
without the corresponding pay: a brever lieu-
tenant. « v. (breveted or brevetted, brevet-
ing or brevetting) [trans.] confer a brevet
rank on: se was breveted for bravery in the cam-
paign.

breveiety | 'brevité| « . concise and exact use
of words in writing or speech.

B shortness of time: the brevity of human life.

bric-a-brac | 'brik 5 ,brak| « #. miscellaneous
objects and ornaments of little value.

brickebat |'brik,bat| -#. a piece of brick,
typically when used as a weapon.

B a remark or comment that is highly critical
and typically insulting: the plaudits were begin-
ning to outnumber the brickbars.

briceoslage | breko'ldzH; brika-| ez (pl
same or bricolages) (in art or literature)
construciion or creation from a diverse
range of available things: the chaotic bricolage
of the novel is brought together in a unifying ges-
ture,



brigand

@ something constructed or created in this
way: bricolages of painted junk.

brigeand | 'brigond| « 7. a member of a gang
that ambushes and robs people in forests and
mountains.

DERIVATIVES: brigeandeage
brigeandery |-dré| n.
brinkemaneship | 'bringkmon,sHip| (also
brinksmanship) . n. the art or practice of
pursuing a dangerous policy to the limits of
safety (the brink before stopping, typically in
politics.

brieo |'breo| » n. vigor or vivacity of style or
performance: she told her story with some
brio.

Briteiscism | 'brita,sizom| (also Britishism)
« n. an idiom used in Britain but not in other
English-speaking countries.

britetle |'britl| « adj. (of a sound, esp. a per-
son’s voice) unpleasantly hard and sharp and
showing signs of instability or nervousness: a
brittle laugh.

® (of a person or behavior) appearing aggres-
sive or hard but unstable or nervous within:
her manner was artificially bright and brittle.
DERIVATIVES: britetlesly adv. britetles
ness n.

broach |brocH| « v. [trans.] 1 raise (a sensitive
or difficult subject) for discussion: ke
broached the subject he had been avoiding all eve-
ning. 2 pierce (a cask) to draw liquor.

B open and start using the contents of (a bot-
tle or other container). 3 [intrans.] (of a fish or
sea mammal) rise through the water and
break the surface: the salmon broach, then fall
to slap the water. Cf. BREACH.

broadeside |'brod,sid| « n. 1 a nearly simul-
taneous firing of all the guns from one side of
a warship.

®a strongly worded critical attack: broad-
sides against the Christian faith. ® the set of
guns that can fire on each side of a warship.
® the side of a ship above the water between
the bow and quarter. 2 (also broadsheet) a
sheet of paper printed on one side only, form-
ing one large page: a broadside of Lee’s farewell
address.

B in 16th- and 17th-century England, a popu-
lar ballad. (Also called broadside ballad) .
« adv. with the side turned to a particular
thing: the yacht was drifting broadside to the
wind.

®on the side: ker car was hit broadside by an-
other vehicle. «v. [trans.] collide with the side
of (a vehicle): I had to skid sideways to avoid
broadsiding her.

broechure |bro'sHoor| « n. a small book or
magazine containing pictures and informa-
tion about a product or service.

broegan |'brogon| . n. a coarse, stout leather
shoe reaching to the ankle.

brogue! |brog| . n. a strong outdoor shoe
with ornamental perforated patterns in the
leather.

B 3 rough shoe of untanned leather, formerly
worn in parts of Ireland and the Scottish
Highlands.

brogue2 . n. [usu. in sing.] a marked accent,

|-dij| n
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bugbear

esp. Irish or Scottish, when speaking English:
a fine Irish brogue | a sweet lilt of brogue in her
voice.

broemide |'bromid| « n. 1 a sedative prepa-
ration containing the compound potassium
bromide. 2 a trite and unoriginal idea or re-
mark, typically intended to soothe or placate:
feel-good bromides create the illusion of problem

solving.

DERIVATIVES: broesmidesic |brdo'midik|
adj. (sense 2).

broushasha |'broohihi; broo'hihi| «n.

[usu. in sing.] a noisy and overexcited critical
response, display of interest, or trail of pub-
licity: 24 members resigned over the election
brouhaha.

brownefield | 'brown,feld| « adj. [attrib.] (of an
urban site for potential building develop-
ment) having had previous development on
1t.

bruit |broot| « v. [with obj. and adverbial] spread
(a report or rumor) widely: I didn’t want 1o
have our relationship bruited about the office.
«n. 1 a report or rumor. 2 a sound, typically
an abnormal one, heard through a stetho-
scope; a murmur.

brunt |bront| . n. (the brunt) the worst part
or chief impact of a specified thing: education
will bear the brunt of the cuts.

brusque |brask| . adj. abrupt or offhand in
speech or manner: she could be brusque and im-
patient.
DERIVATIVES: brusquerly adv. brusque*
ness n. brusequerrie | 'braskasré| n. (archaic).

brut |'broot| «adj. (of sparkling wine)
unsweetened; very dry.

bruetalsism |'brootlizom| - 7. a style of ar-
chitecture or art characterized by a deliberate
plainness, crudity, or violence of imagery.
The term was first applied to functionalist
buildings of the 1950s and 1960s that made
much use of steel and concrete in starkly
massive blocks.

DERIVATIVES: bructaleist n. & adj.
bucecal |'bakal| «adj. of or relating to the
mouth: the buccal cavity.

B of or relating to the cheek: the buccal side of
the molars.

buceca*neer | boks'nir| «n. a pirate, origi-
nally off the Spanish-American coasts.

B 3 daring, adventurous, and sometimes reck-
less person, esp. in business: [as adj.] a shrewd
and buccaneering businessman.

buscoleic |byoo'kilik| « adj. of or relating to
the pleasant aspects of the countryside and
country life: the church is known for its bucolic
setting. « n. (usu. bucolics) a pastoral poem.

bufefoon |bs'féon| «# a ridiculous but
amusing person; a clown.

DERIVATIVES: bufefooneish adj. bufsfoone
ersy n.

bugea*boo |'bogs,boo| « n. an object of fear
or alarm; a bugbear.

bugebear |'bagber| « n. a cause of obsessive
fear, irritation, or loathing.

® an imaginary being invoked to frighten chil-
dren, typically a sort of hobgoblin supposed
to devour them.
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bugeger | 'bagar; 'boog-| chiefly Brit. « #. [with
adj.} a contemptible or pitied person, typically
a man.

B 3 person with a particular negative quality or
characteristic. ® used as a term of affection or
respect, typically grudgingly: all right, let the
little buggers come in.

bugegerey | 'bagore; 'boog-| « n. anal inter-
course.

buelimeiea |boo'lemea| « n. insatiable over-
eating as a medical condition, in particular:

B (also bulimia nervosa) an emotional disor-
der involving distortion of body image and an
obsessive desire to lose weight, in which
bouts of extreme overeating are followed by
depression and self-induced vomiting, purg-
ing, or fasting. Cf. ANOREXIA.
DERIVATIVES: buelimeic |-'1émik| adj. & n.

bull « n. a papal edict.

bulslion | 'boolyan| « 2. 1 gold orsilver in bulk
before coining, or valued by weight. 2 (also
bullion fringe) ornamental braid or trim-
ming made with twists of gold or silver
thread.

bull mareket . n. a stock market in which
share prices are rising, encouraging buying.

bulelyerag |'boole,reg| (also ballyrag) » .
(-ragged, -ragging) [trans.] treat (someone)
in a scolding or intimidating way: ke would
bullyrag his staff around but then kiss up to
his superiors.

bulewark |'bool,wark| « #. a defensive wall.

B 3 person, institution, or principle that acts as
a defense: the security forces are a bulwark
against the breakdown of sociery. ® (usu. bul-
warks) an extension of a ship’s sides above
the level of the deck.

bumpetious |'bampsHas| « adj. self-assertive
or proud to an irritating degree: these bump-
tious young boys today.

DERIVATIVES: bumpetiousely adv. bump-*
tiouseness 7.

buneco |'banNGkd| « n. (pl. -0s) [often as adj.]
a swindle or confidence trick: a bunco artist |
he was out to make a buck using fraud or bunco.
« 0. (-oes, -oed) [trans.] swindle or cheat.

bunekum |'baNgkom| (also buncombe,
bunk) « n. nonsense: they talk a lot of bunkum
about their products.

bureden |'bordn| « n. (the burden) the main
theme or gist of a speech, book, or argument:
the burden of his views. B the refrain or chorus
of a song.

buereaucerascy |byoco'rikrase| « n. (pl. -ies)
a system of government in which most of the
important decisions are made by appointed
or career officials rather than by elected rep-
resentatives.

B 3 state or organization governed or managed
according to such a system. B the officials in
such a system, considered as a group or hier-
archy. ® excessively complicated administra-
tive procedure, seen as characteristic of such
a system: the unnecessary bureaucracy in local
government.

burg |barg| . # an ancient or medieval for-
tress or walled town. [ORIGIN: from late
Latin burgus ‘castle, fort.’]

buzzword

B 3 town or city: what goes on after dark in this
burg?

buregeon |'barjan| « v. [intrans.] [often as adj.]
(burgeoning) begin to grow or increase rap-
idly; flourish: manufacturers are keen to cash in
on the burgeoning demand.

burgh |barg; 'bara| « 7. a borough or char-
tered town.
DERIVATIVES: burgheal | 'bargal| adj.

burelesque |boar'lesk| « 7. 1 a parody or com-
ically exaggerated imitation of something,
esp. in a literary or dramatic work: the funni-
est burlesque of opera | [as adj.] burlesque Shake-
spearean stanzas.

B humor that depends on comic imitation and
exaggeration; absurdity: the argument descends
into burlesque. 2 a variety show, typically
including striptease: [as adj.] burlesque clubs.
« 2. (burlesques, burlesqued, burlesqu-
ing) [trans.] cause to appear absurd by paro-
dying or copying in an exaggerated form: she
struck a ridiculous pose that burlesqued her own
vanity.

burenish |'barnisH| 2. [trans.] [usu. as adj]
(burnished) polish (something, esp. metal)
by rubbing: highly burnished armor.

B enhance or perfect (something such as a rep-
utation or a skill). «n. [in sing.] the shine on
a highly polished surface.

DERIVATIVES: burenisheer 7.

bueshiedo | 'boosHedd | « 7. the code of honor
and morals developed by the Japanese sam-
urai.

bushewhack |'boosH,(h)wzk| « 2. 1 [intrans.]
[often as n.] (bushwhacking) live or travel in
wild or uncultivated country: I have not seen
a bear yet after seven days of bushwhacking.

m [with adverbial of direction] cut or push one’s
way in a specified direction through dense
vegetation: he'd bushwhacked down the steep
slopes. 2 [intrans.] fight as a guerrilla in the
bush.

| [trans.] make a surprise attack on (someone)
from a hidden place; ambush.

busekin |'baskin| 7 a calf-high or knee-
high boot of cloth or leather.

| 3 thick-soled laced boot worn by an ancient
Athenian tragic actor to gain height. ® (the
buskin) the style or spirit of tragic drama.
DERIVATIVES: bus*kined adj.

butte |bycot| « n. an isolated hill with steep
sides and a flat top (similar to but narrower
than a MESA).

butetress |'botris| « n. a projecting support
of stone or brick built against a wall.

B a projecting portion of a hill or mountain. B a
source of defense or support: demand for a
new economic order as a buttress against social
collapse. « v [trans.] provide (a building or
structure) with projecting supports built
against its walls: [as adj] (buttressed) a buz-
tressed wall.

B increase the strength of or justification for;
reinforce: authority buttressed by religious belief.

buxeom |'boksom| -adj. (of a woman)
plump, esp. with large breasts.
DERIVATIVES: bux*omeness 7.

buzzeword | 'baz,ward| - . a technical word
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or phrase that has become fashionable, typi-
cally as a slogan.

bye |bi| « zn. 1 the transfer of a competitor di-
rectly to the next round of a competition in
the absence of an assigned opponent. 2 one
or more holes remaining unplayed after a golf
match has been decided.

byegone |'bi,gén| . adj. belonging to an ear-
lier time: relics of a bygone society. « n. (usu.
bygones) a thing dating from an earlier time.

byelaw |'bi,16| (also by-law) «n. 1 a rule
made by a company or society to control the
actions of its members. 2 a regulation made
by a local government; an ordinance.

Byzeanstine |'bizon,tén; - tin| «adj. of or

casbal | ko'bil; ka'bael | « . asecret intrigue or
conspiracy; petty plotting.

| 3 secret political clique or faction: a cabal of
dissidents.

ca*baleleero | kaba(l)'yerd; kaba'lerd| « n.
(pl. =0s) 1 a Spanish or Mexican gentleman.
2 (in the southwestern US) a horseman.

cabeaeret | kabs'ra; 'kaebs ra| « n. entertain-
ment held in a nightclub or restaurant while
the audience eats or drinks at tables: she was
seen recently in cabaret | [as adj.] a cabaret act.

8 a nightclub or restaurant where such enter-
tainment is performed.

cabeoechon |'kzbs,sHin| «n a gem pol-
ished but not faceted:[as adj.] a necklace of
cabochon rubies. C{. CHATOYANT.

PHRASES: en cabochon |idN| (of a gem)
treated in this way.

cabeostage |'kzba,tizH; -batij| » n. the right
to operate sea, air, or other transportation
services within a particular territory.

H restriction of the operation of sea, air, or
other transportation services within or into a
particular country to that country’s own ser-
vices.

cabericoelet | kaebres'la| «n 1 a car with a
roof that folds down. 2 a light, two-wheeled
carriage with a hood, drawn by one horse.

ca*ca®o |ka'kow; ka'kao| « n. (pl. -o0s) 1 bean-
like seeds from which cocoa, cocoa butter,
and chocolate are made. 2 the small tropical
American evergreen tree (Theobroma cacao)
that bears these seeds, which is now culti-
vated mainly in West Africa.

cache |kzsH| « 7. a collection of items of the
same type stored in a hidden or inaccessible
place: an arms cache | a cache of gold coins.

# a hidden or inaccessible storage place for
valuables, provisions, or ammunition. ® (also
cache memory) an auxiliary computer
memory from which high-speed retrieval of
frequently used data is possible. «v. [trans.]
store away in hiding or for future use.
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cadence

relating to ancient Byzantium, the Byzantine
Empire, or the Eastern Orthodox Church.
8 of an ornate artistic and architectural style
that developed in the Byzantine Empire and
spread esp. to Italy and Russia. The art is gen-
erally rich and stylized (as in religious icons)
and the architecture typified by many-domed,
highly decorated churches. B (of a system or
situation) excessively complicated, typically
involving a great deal of administrative detail:
Byzantine insurance regulations. B character-
ized by deviousness or underhanded proce-
dure: Byzantine intrigues. «n. a citizen of
Byzantium or the Byzantine Empire.
DERIVATIVES: Byezanstineism |- nizom| 7.

C

# store (data) in a cache memory. B provide
(hardware) with a cache memory.

caschet |kz'sHa| 7z 1 the state of being
respected or admired; prestige: no other ship-
ping company had quite the cachet of Cunard.
2 a distinguishing mark or seal.

| Philately a printed design added to an envelope
tc commemorate a special event. 3 a flat cap-
sule enclosing a dose of unpleasant-tasting
medicine.

caschexei®a |ka'kekséa| «n. weakness and
wasting of the body due to severe chronic ill-
ness.

cacheinenate |'kzks nat| «v. [intrans] laugh
loudly.

DERIVATIVES: cacheinenastion | kaka'na-
SHan | n.

caecique |ka'sek| « 7 1 (in Latin America or
the Spanish-speaking Caribbean) a native
chief. 2 (in Spain or Latin America) a local
political boss.

caceo*desmon | kzks'demoan| « . a malev-
olent spirit or person.

caceoesthes | kxzko'werHéz| « n. [insing.] an
irresistible urge to do something inadvisable.

cascopheoeny |ka'kifonée; ke-| « 2. (pl. -ies)
a harsh, discordant mixture, orig. of sounds:
a cacophony of deafening alarm bells | a cacoph-
ony of architectural styles.
DERIVATIVES: cascophro*nous |-nas| ad.

caedasetral |ko'dzstral| - adj. (of a map or
survey) showing the extent, value, and own-
ership of land, esp. for taxation.

caedence |'kadns| . 7. 1 a modulation or in-
flection of the voice: the measured cadences he
employed in the Senate.

# such a modulation in reading aloud as im-
plied by the structure and ordering of words
and phrases in written text: the dry cadences of
the essay. M a fall in pitch of the voice at the
end of a phrase or sentence. ® measured
movement; beat; rhythm: the thumping ca-
dence of the engines. 2 a sequence of notes or
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chords comprising the close of a musical
phrase: the final cadences of the Prelude.
DERIVATIVES: casdenced adj.

caedeneza | ka'denzs| s n. a virtuoso solo pas-
sage inserted into a movement in a concerto
or other work, typically near the end: the fa-
mous violin cadenza.

caedet |ko'det| « . 1 (in older use) a younger
son or daughter.

B [usu. as adj.] a junior branch of a family: a ca-
det branch of the family.
DERIVATIVES: casdetsship |- sHip| n.

caedre |'kzdré; 'kidd-; - ra| « n. a small group
of people specially trained for a particular
purpose or profession: a small cadre of scien-
usts.

M a group of activists in a communist or other
revolutionary organization. a member of
such a group.

cacsdueceeus |ka'd(y)ooseas; -SHas| «n. (pl.
caducei |-sé,i; -sHE,i|) an ancient Greek or
Roman herald’s wand, typically one with two
serpents twined around it, carried by the mes-
senger god Hermes or Mercury. Cf. FASCES.

| 3 representation of this, traditionally associ-
ated with healing.

cacduccisty |ko'd(y)6osaté| » n. the infirmity
of old age; senility.

B frailty or transitory nature: read these books
and reflect on their caducity.

Caeesar |'sézor| «n. a title used by Roman
emperors, esp. those from Augustus (63 Bc—
AD 14) to Hadrian (ap 117-138).

Ban autocrat: they complained that he was
behaving like a Caesar. Cf. CZAR, KAISER.
PHRASES: Caesar’s wife a person (orig.,
Calpurnia) who is required to be above sus-
picion. [ORIGIN: with reference to Plutarch’s
Caesar (x. 6) ‘I thought my wife ought not
even to be under suspicion.’]

caeesuera |si'zHoors; -'zoors| « n. (in Greek
and Latin verse) a break between words
within a metrical foot.

B (in modern verse) a pause near the middle of
a line. W any interruption or break: an unac-
countable caesura: no deaths were reported in the
newspapers.

DERIVATIVES: caessusral ad).

cairn |kern| « 7 a mound of rough stones
built as a memorial or landmark, typically on
a trail, hilltop, or skyline.

B 3 prehistoric burial mound made of stones.

caiseson |'ka,sin; 'kasan| « 7 1 a large wa-
tertight chamber, open at the bottom, from
which the water is kept out by air pressure
and in which construction work may be car-
ried out under water.

| 3 floating vessel or watertight structure used
as a gate across the entrance of a dry dock or
basin. 2 a chest or wagon for holding or con-
veying ammunition.

carcjole |ka'jol| « 2. [trans.] persuade someone
to do something by sustained coaxing or flat-
tery: he hoped to cajole her into selling the house
| [intrans.} she pleaded and cajoled as she tried to
win his support. Cf. INVEIGLE.

DERIVATIVES: casjolesment n. casjoleerey
n.

caliber

Cacjun |'kajon| « n. a member of any of the
largely self-contained communities in the
bayou areas of southern Louisiana formed by
descendants of French Canadians (Acadi-
ans), speaking an archaic form of French.
« adj. of or relating to the Cajuns, esp. with
reference to their folk music or spicy cuisine.
Cf. zyDECO.

calea*boose |'kls,boos| « 7. a prison.

caclameiety |ko'lemote| -7 (pl. -ies) an
event causing great and often sudden damage
or distress; a disaster.

m disaster and distress: the journey had led 1o ca-
lamiry and ruin.
DERIVATIVES: caclameistous |-atas| adj.
caslameistousely |-otoslé| adv.

calecareesous |keal'keréas| « adi. containing
calcium carbonate; chalky.

B (of vegetation) occurring on chalk or lime-
stone.

calecify |'kzlss,fi| -2 (-ies, -ied) [trans.]
[usu. as adj.] (calcified) harden by deposition
of or conversion into calcium carbonate or
some other insoluble calcium compounds:
calcified carulage.

B become or make rigid or inflexible: views that
are calcifying in face of demands for change.
DERIVATIVES: calscifric |keal'sifik| adj.
calscisficcaction | kalsofs'kasHon| n.

calecuelus |'kzlkyslas| «n. 1 (pl. calcu-
luses) the branch of mathematics that deals
with the finding and properties of deriva-
tives and integrals of functions, by methods
originally based on the summation of infini-
tesimal differences. The two main types are
differential calculus, dealing with deriva-
tive and differentiation, and integral calcu-
lus, dealing with integrals and integration.
2 (pl. calculuses) a particular method or
system of calculation or reasoning. 3 (pl. cal-
culi |-li; -1€]) a concretion of minerals
formed within the body, esp. in the kidney or
gallbladder.

caledeera |kzl'ders; kol-; -'dira| « n. a large
volcanic crater, typically one formed by a ma-
jor eruption leading to the collapse of the
mouth of the volcano.

Caleesdoenican | ,keela'donean | . adj.
(chiefly in names or geographical or geolog-
ical terms) of or relating to Scotland or the
Scottish Highlands. - n. a person from Scot-
land.

caleends |'kalendz; 'ka-| (also kalends)
« plural n. the first day of the month in the an-
cient Roman calendar.

calsieber |'kalobar| (Brit. calibre) «n. 1 the
quality of someone’s character or the level of
someone’s ability: they could ill afford to lose a
man of his caliber.

m the standard reached by something: educa-
tional facilities of a very high caliber. 2 the in-
ternal diameter of a gun barrel:[in combination]
a .22 caliber rifle.

mthe diameter of a bullet, shell, or rocket.
m the diameter of a body of circular section,
such as a tube, blood vessel, or fiber.
DERIVATIVES: cal*i*bered adj. [also in com-
bination} .
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caleiebrate |'kals,brat| « v. [trans.] (often be
calibrated) mark (a gauge or instrument)
with a standard scale of readings.

m correlate the readings of (an instrument)
with those of a standard in order to check the
instrument’s accuracy. ® adjust (experimen-
tal results) to take external factors into ac-
count or to allow comparison with other
data.

DERIVATIVES: cal*i*brastor |-brator| n.

caleisper |'kzlopar| (also calliper) «n.
(calipers) an instrument for measuring ex-
ternal or internal dimensions, having two
hinged legs resembling compasses and in-
turned or out-turned points.

m (also caliper rule) an instrument perform-
ing a similar function but having one linear
component sliding along another, with two
parallel jaws and a moveable, graduated
scale. @ (also brake caliper) a motor-vehicle
or bicycle brake consisting of two or more
hinged components.

caeliph |'kalof; 'keelof | « . the chief Muslim
civil and religious ruler, regarded as the suc-
cessor of Muhammad. Caliphs ruled in
Baghdad until 1258 and then in Egypt until
the Ottoman conquest of 1517; the title was
then held by the Ottoman sultans until it was
abolished in 1924 by Ataturk.
DERIVATIVES: calsipheate | 'kals fat; 'kel-;
-fot| n.

calsisstheneics | kzlos'THeniks| (Brit. callis-
thenics) « plural n. gymnastic exercises to
achieve bodily fitness and grace of move-
ment.

DERIVATIVES: caleisethencic adj.
caleligerasphy |ko'ligrafeé| «n. decorative
handwriting or handwritten lettering.

& the art of producing decorative handwriting
or lettering with a pen or brush.
DERIVATIVES: calsligeraspher
caleligeracphist |-fist| n.

cal*lispygei*an | kels'pijean| (also callipyg-
ean) . adj. having well-shaped buttocks.
DERIVATIVES: cal*li*py*gous |-'pigss| adj.

calelossisty |ko'lisoté| » n. (pl. -ies) a thick-
ened and hardened part of the skin; a callus.

calslous |'kzlas| « adj. showing or having an
insensitive and cruel disregard for others: Ais
callous comments about the murder made me
shiver. « n. variant spelling of cALLUS.
DERIVATIVES: cal*lousely adv. cal*lous®
ness 7.

calelow ! 'k=10| » adj. (esp. of a young person)
inexperienced and immature: callow under-
graduates.
DERIVATIVES:
ness 7.

cal*lus |'kzlas| (also callous) « n. a thick-
ened and hardened part of the skin or soft tis-
sue, esp. in an area that has been subjected to
friction.

# the bony healing tissue that forms around
the ends of broken bone. ® a hard formation
of tissue, esp. new tissue formed over a
wound on a plant.

cacloreic | ka'lorik; -'lir-; 'keelarik | « adj. (also
calorific) of or relating to heat: a caloric value

|-for| n.

calslowely adv. calslowse
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of 7 calories per gram. « n. (in the late 18th and
early 19th centuries) a hypothetical fluid sub-
stance that was thought to be responsible for
the phenomenon of heat.

DERIVATIVES: cacloreiscalely |ks'l6rik(a)-
le; -'lar-| adv.

caleoerie |'kzl(a)re| «n. (pl. -ies) either of
two units of heat energy:

& (also small calorie) (abbr.: cal) the energy
needed to raise the temperature of 1 gram of
water through 1 °C. m (also large calorie,
kilocalorie) (abbr.: Cal) the energy needed
1o raise the temperature of 1 kilogram of wa-
ter through 1 °C, equal to one thousand small
calories and often used to measure the energy
value of foods.

calque |kazlk| « 7. an expression adopted by
one language from another in a more or less
literally translated form. .v. (be calqued
on) originate or function as a loan translation
of.

caleu*met |'kzlys,met; -mast| «#z a North
American Indian peace pipe.

calsumeny |'kzlomné|  n. (pl. -ies) the mak-
ing of false and defamatory statements in or-
der to damage someone’s reputation; slander.

u 3 false and slanderous statement.
DERIVATIVES: caloumenicate v. caslumse
ni*ous |-néas| adj.

Calevaery |'kzlv(s)re| the hill outside
Jerusalem on which Jesus was crucified.

& [asn] (a calvary) a sculpture or picture rep-
resenting the scene of the Crucifixion. ™ a
place of crucifixion.

Calevineism |'kzlvo,nizom| » n. the Protes-
tant theological system of John Calvin
(1509-64) and his successors, which devel-
ops Martin Luther’s doctrine of justification
by faith alone and emphasizes the grace of
God and the doctrine of predestination.
DERIVATIVES: Calevineist n. Calevineise
tic | kalva'nistik| adj. Calevinrisetiecal
| keelva'nistikal | adj.

caelyx | 'kaliks; 'kal| (also calix) « n. (pl. ca-
lyces |'kals,sez; 'kzl-| or calyxes) 1 the
sepals of a flower, typically forming a whorl
that encloses the petals and forms a protec-
tive layer around a flower in bud. 2 a cuplike
cavity or structure in various animals or

organs.
casmarrasdecrie | kim(e)'radore;  kam-;
-'red-| +n mutual trust and friendship

among people who spend a lot of time to-
gether: the genuine camaraderie of the hockey
team.

cameber |'kezmboar| » n. a slightly convex or
arched shape of a road or other horizontal
surface: a flat roof should have a slight camber
to allow water to run off.

® Brit. a tilt built into a road at a bend or curve,
enabling vehicles to maintain speed. ® the
slight sideways inclination of the front wheels
of a motor vehicle. @ the extent of curvature
of a section of an airfoil.
DERIVATIVES: camebered ad].

Camebrisan |'kembréan; ‘'kam-| «adj
1 (chiefly in names or geographical terms)
Welsh: the Cambrian Railway. 2 of, relating to,
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or denoting the first period in the Paleozoic
era, between the end of the Precambrian eon
and the beginning of the Ordovician period.

H [as n.] (the Cambrian) the Cambrian pe-
riod or the system of rocks deposited during
it.

The Cambrian lasted from about 570 mil-
lion to 510 million years ago and was a time
of widespread seas. It is the earliest period in
which fossils, notably trilobites, can be used
in geological dating.

cameerea obescuera |sb'skyocora| en. a
darkened box with a convex lens or aperture
for projecting the image of an external object
on to a screen inside. It is important histori-
cally in the development of photography.

B a small round building with a rotating angled
mirror at the apex of the roof, projecting an
image of the landscape on to a horizontal sur-
face inside.

camp - ady. deliberately exaggerated and the-
atrical in style, typically for humorous effect:
the movie seems more camp than shocking or
gruesome.

B (of a man or his manner) ostentatiously and
extravagantly effeminate: a heavily made-up
and highly camp actor. « n. deliberately exag-
gerated and theatrical behavior or style: Hol-
lywood camp. « v. [intrans.] (of a man) behave
in an ostentatiously effeminate way: ke
camped it up a bit for the cameras.
DERIVATIVES: campeisly |'kempslé| adv.
campei*ness n. campey adj.

camepacnicle | kempa'néle; -'nél| « n. a bell
tower, esp. a tall freestanding one.

camepessi*no | kemps'sénd; kdm-| « n. (pl.
-0s) (in Spanish-speaking regions) a peasant
farmer.

caenaille | ks'ni;-'nal | » n. (the canaille) the
common people; the masses, regarded con-
temptuously: the haughty contempt of a gran-
dee sneering at the canaille.

caenard |ks'nird; -'nir| x an unfounded
rumor or story: the old canard that LA is a cul-
tural wasteland.

canedid |'kendid| -ad). 1 truthful and
straightforward; frank: a candid discussion.
2 (of a photograph of a person) taken infor-
mally, esp. without the subject’s knowledge.
DERIVATIVES: canedidely adv. canedid-
ness 7.

canedor |'kendoar; - dor| (Brit. candour) « x.
the quality of being open and honest in ex-
pression; frankness: a man of refreshing candor.

caenine |'kanin| sadj. of, relating to, or
resembling a dog or dogs: canine distemper vi-
rus.

m of or relating to animals of the dog family
(Canidae). «n. 1adog.

B another term for canid, a member of the dog
family. 2 (also canine tooth) either of two
pointed teeth of a mammal, often greatly
enlarged in carnivores. (Also, eye tooth.)

caneiseter |'kznasstar| « z. a round or cylin-
drical container, typically one made of metal,
used for storing such things as food, chemi-
cals, or rolls of film.

58 canticle

B a cylinder of pressurized gas, typically one
that explodes when thrown or fired from a
gun: riot police fired tear-gas canisters into the
crowd. Wsmall bullets formerly packed in
cases that fit the bore of an artillery piece or
gun: another deadly volley of canister.

caneny |'kzné| «adj. (cannier, canniest)
1 having or showing shrewdness and good
judgment, esp. in money or business matters:
canny shoppers came early for a bargain. 2 N.Eng-
lish & Scottish pleasant; nice: she’s a canny lass.
DERIVATIVES: caneni’ly |'kanl-€| adv.
caneni*ness 7.

caneon |'kznan| s 7 1 a general law, rule,
principle, or criterion by which something is
judged: the appointment violated the canons
of fair play and equal opportunity.

B g church decree or law: a set of ecclesiastical
canons. 2 a collection or list of sacred books
accepted as genuine: the formation of the bibli-
cal canon.

B the works of a particular author or artist that
are recognized as genuine: the Shakespearean
canon. M a list of literary or artistic works con-
sidered to be permanently established as be-
ing of the highest quality: Hopkins was firmly
established in the canon of English poetry. 3
(also canon of the Mass) (in the Roman
Catholic Church) the part of the Mass con-
taining the words of consecration. 4 a piece
of music in which the same melody is begun
in different parts successively, so that the imi-
tations overlap.

cant! |kant| <z 1 hypocritical and sancti-
monious talk, typically of a moral, religious,
or political nature: the liberal case against all
censorship s often cant. 2 [as adj.] denoting a
phrase or catchword temporarily current or
in fashion: they are misrepresented as, in the cant
word of our day, uncaring.

B Janguage peculiar to a specified group or
profession and regarded with disparagement:
thieves’ cant. « v. [intrans.] talk hypocritically
and sanctimoniously about something:
theyd stop canting about “honest work,” they
might get somewhere.

cant2 . . [trans.] cause (something) to be in a
slanting or oblique position; tilt: ke canted his
head to look at the screen.

B [intrans.] take or have a slanting position: mis-
maiched slate roofs canted at all angles. «n.
1 [in sing.] a slope or tilt: the outward cant of the
curving walls. 2 a wedge-shaped block of
wood, esp. one remaining after the better-
quality pieces have been cut off.

canstanckereous |ken'teNGkaras| . adj.
bad-tempered, argumentative, and uncoop-
erative: a crusty, cantankerous old man.
DERIVATIVES: canetan*kereousely adv.
canctan*kersouseness 7.

canetasta |kon'tits| «#n a medium-length
narrative or descriptive piece of music, sacred
or secular, with vocal solos and usually a cho-
rus and orchestra.

canstiecle |'kan(t)skal| «n 1 a hymn or
chant, typically with a biblical text, forming a
regular part of a church service. 2 (Canticles
or Canticle of Canticles) another name for
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Song of Songs or Song of Solomon (esp. in
the Vulgate Bible).

canetieleever |'kentl,évar; - evar| « 7. a long
projecting beam fixed at only one end, used
chiefly in bridge construction.

® 3 long bracket or beam projecting from a
wall to support a balcony, cornice, or similar
structure. 2. [trans.] [usu. as adj.] (can-
tilevered) support by a cantilever or can-
tilevers: a cantilevered deck.

® [no obj., with adverbial of direction] project as or
like a cantilever: a conveyor cantilevered out
over the river.

canetor |'kentar| » n. 1 an official who sings
liturgical music and leads prayer in a syna-
gogue. Also called hazzan 2 (in formal Chris-
tian worship) a person who sings solo verses
or passages to which the choir or congrega-
tion respond.

canevass |'kanvas| « . 1 [trans.] solicit votes
from (electors in a constituency): in each
ward, two workers canvassed some 2,000 voters
| [intrans.] she canvassed for votes.

® question (someone) in order to ascertain the
person’s opinion on something: they promised
to canwass all member clubs for their views. ® as-
certain (someone’s opinion) through ques-
tioning: opinions on the merger were canvassed.
B ry to obtain; request: they’re canvassing sup-
port among shareholders. 2 [trans.] (often be
canvassed) discuss thoroughly: the issues that
were canvassed are still unresolved. « n. [usu. in
sing.] an act or process of attempting to secure
votes or ascertain opinions: a house-to-house
canvass.
DERIVATIVES: canevasseer n.

caouctchouc |'kow,CHook; -,CHOO(K)| « 7.
unvulcanized natural rubber.

caespaccious |ks'pasHas| s adj. having a lot of
space inside; roomy: she rummaged in her ca-
pacious handbag.
DERIVATIVES: ca*pacsciousely adv. caspac
ciouse*ness n.

caepaceistance |ka'pasatans| « n. the ability
to store an electric charge.

® the ratio of the change in an electric charge
in a system to the corresponding change in its
electric potential. (Symbol: C)

caspaceicty [ko'pasate| «n (pl. -ies) 1 [in
sing.] the maximum amount that something
can contain: the capacity of the freezeris 1.1 cu-
bic feet | the stadium’s seating capacity | the
room was filled to capacity.

B [as adj.] fully occupying the available area or
space: they played to a capacity crowd. ®the
amount that something can produce: the com-
pany aimed to double its electriciry-generating
capacity | when running at full capacity, the
Jactory will employ 450 people. ® the total cyl-
inder volume that is swept by the pistons in
an internal combustion engine. ®former
term for CAPACITANCE. 2 the ability or power
to do, experience, or understand something:
I was impressed by her capacity for hard work
| [with infinitive] Ais capacity to inspire trust in
others | their intellectual capacities.

| [in sing.] a person’s legal competence: cases
where a patient’s testamentary capacity is in
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doubt. 3 [in sing.] a specified role or position:
I was engaged in a voluntary capacity | writing
in his capacity as legal correspondent.
DERIVATIVES: ca*pacrictive |-ativ| (also
caepaceictastive) adj. (chiefly Physics).

caeparei*son |ks'pzrasan| « 7. an ornamen-
tal covering spread over a horse or other ani-
mal’s saddle or harness. «v. (be capari-
soned) (of a horse or other animal) be
decked out in rich decorative coverings. ® os-
tentatiously ornate or decorated: [as ad].] the
use of caparisoned language to disguise a dearth
of substance.

capeilelarey |'kapslere| «n 1 any of the
smallest branching blood vessels that form a
network between the ends of the arteries and
veins. 2 (also capillary tube) a tube that has
an internal diameter of hairlike thinness.
« adj. [attrib.] of or relating to capillaries, esp.
of their ability to take up liquid through the
mechanism of surface tension (capillarity or
capillary action).

capeistal! |'kzpatl| - 2. 1 (also capital city
or town) the most important city or town of
a country or region, usually its seat of govern-
ment and administrative center.

® [with adj.] a place associated more than any
other with a specified activity or product:
Milan is the fashion capital of Europe. 2 wealth
in the form of money or other assets owned
by a person or organization or available or
contributed for a particular purpose such as
starting a company or investing: rates of return
on invested capital were high.

| the excess of a company’s assets over its lia-
bilities. ® people who possess wealth and use
it to control a society’s economic activity,
considered collectively: a conflict of interest
between capital and labor. ® [with adj.] a valu-
able resource of a particular kind: there is in-
sufficient investment in human capital. 3
(also capital letter) a letter of the size and
form used to begin sentences and names: ke
wrote the name in capitals. « adj. 1 [attrib] (of
an offense or charge) liable to the death pen-
alty: murder was a capital crime. 2 of or relat-
ing to wealth: capital losses. 3 of greatest po-
litical importance: the capital ciry. 4 {aitrib.]
(of a letter of the alphabet) large in size and
of the form used to begin sentences and
names.
DERIVATIVES: capeistalely adv.

capeistal? . n. (in architecture) the distinct,
typically broader section at the head of a pil-
lar or column.

capeictalsism |'kepstlizom| -7 an eco-
nomic and political system in which a coun-
try’s trade and industry are controlled by pri-
vate owners for profit, rather than by the
state.
DERIVATIVES: capeictalist n. capeistaleise
tic adj.

capeistastion | kaps'tasHon| «n. the pay-
ment of a fee or grant to a doctor, school, or
other person or body providing services to a
number of people, such that the amount paid
is determined by the number of patients,
pupils, or customers: the increased capitation
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enabled schools to offer pupils an enhanced cur-
riculum | [as adj.] income capitation fees.

Capeistol |'kzpatl| (usu. the Capitol) 1 the
seat of the US Congress in Washington, DC.

8 (capitol) a building housing a legislative as-
sembly: 50,000 people marched on New Fersey’s
capitol. 2 the temple of Jupiter on the Capi-
toline Hill in ancient Rome.

caspiteuclate |ka'picHs,lat| « v. [intrans.] cease
to resist an opponent or an unwelcome de-
mand; surrender: the patriots had to capitu-
late to the enemy forces.
DERIVATIVES: ca*piteuclastion n. caepite
uelastor |-'latar| ». caspiteuslastoery adj.

caepriceci®o |ka'précHe,o; -CHO | « . (pl. -0s)
a lively piece of music, typically one that is
short and free in form.

B a painting or other work of art representing
a fantasy or a mixture of real and imaginary
features.

caeprice |ka'prés| - n. 1 a sudden and unac-
countable change of mood or behavior: her
caprices had made his life impossible | ruled by
law and not by caprice. 2 another term for a
musical CAPRICCIO.

caepriecious |kos'prisHas;-'pre-| - adj. given
to sudden and unaccountable changes of
mood or behavior: a capricious and often bru-
tal administration | a capricious climate.
DERIVATIVES: cas*prisciousely adv. casprie
ciouse*ness 7.

capetion |'kepsHan| - 7. a title or brief expla-
nation appended to an article, illustration,
cartoon, or poster.

8 3 piece of text appearing on a movie or tele-
vision screen as part of a movie or broadcast.
B the heading of a legal document. « ». [trans.]
(usu. be captioned) provide (an illustration)
with a title or explanation: the drawings were
captioned with humorous texts | [with two objs.]
the photograph was captioned “Three little
maids.”

capetious |'kapsHas| adj. (of a person)
tending to find fault or raise petty objections.
DERIVATIVES: capetiousely adv. cap*
tiouseness 7.

Capeuschin |'kap(y)asHon; ka'p(y)oo-| s n.
1 a friar belonging to a branch of the Fran-
ciscan order that observes a strict rule drawn
up in 1529. 2 a cloak and hood formerly worn
by women. 3 (capuchin or capuchin mon-
key) a South American monkey (genus
Cebus) with a cap of hair on the head that has
the appearance of a monk’s hood.

carea*pace |'kzrs,pas| . n the hard upper
shell of a turtle or crustacean.

careaevanesaery | kara'vensoré| (also cara-
vanserai |-sa,ri|) » 7. (pl. caravansaries or
caravanserais |- riz|) 1 an inn with a cen-
tral courtyard for travelers and their animals
in the desert regions of Asia or North Africa.
2 a group of people traveling together; a car-
avan.

careaevel |'kara,vel; -val| (also carvel) » n. a
small, fast Spanish or Portuguese ship of the
15th—17th centuries.

careborchyedrate | kirba'hi,drat| « n. any ofa
large group of organic compounds occurring

caricature

in foods (notably in breads, pastas, and other
plant-based foods) and living tissues and
including sugars, starch, and cellulose.

carsbunecle | 'kir,bangkal| « n. 1 a severe ab-
scess or multple boil in the skin, typically
infected with bacteria. 2 a bright red gem, in
particular a garnet cut en cabochon.
DERIVATIVES: carebunscu-lar
'baNGkyalar| adj.

careci*no*ma | kirsa'noma| s n. (pl. carci-
nomas or carcinomata |-'ndomats|) a can-
cer arising in the epithelial tissue of the skin
or of the lining of the internal organs.
DERIVATIVES: careci*no*mactous |-'no-
matas| adj.

caredi*ac |'kirde,zk| »adj. [attrib] 1 of or
relating to the heart: a cardiac arrest. 2 of or
relating to the part of the stomach nearest the
esophagus. . n. a person with heart disease:
there’s a cardiac in room 106.

caredienal |'kirdnal; 'kirdn-al| .z a high
priest of the Roman Catholic Church. Cardi-
nals are nominated by the pope and form the
Sacred College, which elects succeeding
popes (now invariably from among their own
number).

B (also cardinal red) a deep scarlet color like

that of a cardinal’s cassock. s adj. [attrib.] 1 of
the greatest importance; fundamental: rwo
cardinal points must be borne in mind. 2 relat-
ing to or denoting numbers that express an
amount, such as one, two, three, etc. Cf. OR-
DINAL.
DERIVATIVES: caredi*naleate |'kdrdnolat;
'kidrdn-alat; -,lat| n (in sense 1 of the noun).
caredi*nalely adv. carsdi*nalsship |- sHip|
n. (in sense lof the noun).

casreen |ka'rén| - v. 1 [trans.] turn (a ship) on
its side for cleaning, caulking, or repair.

8 [intrans.] (of a ship) tilt; lean over: a heavy
flood tide caused my wessel to careen dizzily.
2 [no obj., with adverbial of direction] move swift-
ly and in an uncontrolled way in a specified
direction: an electric golf cart careened around
the corner. [ORIGIN: influenced by the verb
CAREER.]

caereer |ka'rir| « 2. [no obj.,, with adverbial of di-
rection] move swiftly and in an uncontrolled
way in a specified direction: the car careered
across the road.

caereereist |ko'ririst| 7. a person whose
main concern is for professional advance-
ment, esp. one willing to achieve this by any
means: [as adj.] a careerist politician.
DERIVATIVES: casreersism |- izom| n.

careet | 'kerat| « n. amark (%, A) placed below
the line to indicate a proposed insertion in a
printed or written text.

careiecacture |'kaerika,CHOOr; -CHar| +n. a
picture, description, or imitation of a person
or thing in which certain striking characteris-
tics are exaggerated in order to create a comic
or grotesque effect.

B the art or style of such exaggerated represen-
tation: there are elements of caricature in the por-
trayal of the hero. B a ludicrous or grotesque
version of someone or something: ke looked a
caricature of his normal self. «v. [trans.] (usu.

| kar
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be caricatured) make or give a comically or
grotesquely exaggerated representation of
(someone or something): ke was caricatured
on the cover of TV Guide | a play that carica-
tures the legal profession.
DERIVATIVES: careiccastursal | keriks
'CHOOral | adj. carsiscastureist |-CHOOrist | 7.

careies |'keréz| » n. decay and crumbling of
a tooth or bone.

caremineastive |kir'minativ; 'kirmos,nativ|
« adj. (chiefly of a drug) relieving flatulence.
« n. a drug of this kind.

carenage | 'kirnij| - . the killing of a large
number of people or animals: the carnage at
Antietam.

carenal |'kidrnl| «adj. relating to physical,
esp. sexual, needs and activities: carnal desire.
DERIVATIVES: car*nalsicty |kir'nzlsté| n.
carenalsly adv.

carenal knoweledge . n. sexual intercourse.

careniveoerous | kir'nivaras| « adj. (of an an-
imal) feeding on other animals.

& (of a plant) able to trap and digest small ani-
mals, esp. insects.
DERIVATIVES: careniveore 7. careniveoe
rousely adv. careniveoerouseness 7.

caerouse |ka'rowz| . v. [intrans.] drink plenti-
ful amounts of alcohol and enjoy oneself with
others in a noisy, lively way: they danced and
caroused until the drink ran out | [as n]
(carousing) a night of carousing. « n. a noisy,
lively drinking party: a three-day carouse.
DERIVATIVES: cacrouseal |-z3l| n. cae
rouseer 7.

carp . ». [intrans.] complain or find fault con-
tinually, typically about trivial matters: [
won’t carp about the way you did it | he was
constantly carping at me.
DERIVATIVES: carpeer n.

carepal |'kirpal| «n any of the eight small
bones forming the wrist.

®any of the equivalent bones in an animal’s
forelimb. « adj. of or relating to these bones.

carepe* dicem | kirpe 'de,em| o exclam.
used to urge someone to make the most of
the present time and give little thought to
the future.

carepetebageger | 'kirpast,bzgar| « . a polit-
ical candidate who seeks election in an area
where they have no local connections.

| a person from the Northern states who went
to the South after the Civil War to profit from
the Reconstruction. They carried their pos-
sessions in bags made from carpet, hence the
name. ® a person perceived as an unscrupu-
lous opportunist.

carerel |'karsl| «7n a small cubicle with a
desk for the use of a reader or student in a li-
brary.

® 3 small enclosure or study in a cloister.

careri*on |'kzréan| « n. the decaying flesh of
dead animals.

carte blanche |'kirt 'bliNsH; 'blincH| » 7.
complete freedom to act as one wishes or
thinks best: we were given carte blanche 1o
redecorate.

caretel |kir'tel| » #. an association of manu-
facturers or suppliers with the purpose of

caruncle

maintaining prices at a high level and restrict-
ing competition: the development of an energy
cartel.

B 3 coalition or cooperative arrangement be-
tween political parties intended to promote a
mutual interest.

DERIVATIVES: caretelsism n. caretelsiezas
tion n.

Caretessian |kir'teézHan| » adj. of or relating
to the 17th-century French thinker René
Descartes and his philosophical or mathe-
matical ideas. «n. a follower of Descartes.
DERIVATIVES: Caretessiancism |-,nizom |

n.

caretislage | 'kirtl-ij|  z. firm, whitish, flexi-
ble connective tissue found in various forms
in the human larynx and respiratory tract, in
structures such as the external ear, and in the
articulating surfaces of joints. It is more wide-
spread in the infant skeleton, being replaced
by bone during growth. Some fish, including
sharks, have skeletons of cartilage.

B 3 particular structure made of this tissue.
DERIVATIVES: careticlageinoid | kirtl'zjs
;noid| adj. careticlageinous adj.

caretogerasphy |kir'tigrafe| « n. the science
or practice of drawing maps.
DERIVATIVES: caretogeraspher |-for| n
caretoegrapheic | kirto'grefik| adj. carstoe
grapheiecal | kirta'grefiksl| adj. carstoe
grapheiecalely | kirto'graefik(s)le| adv.

cartomancy |'kirts,mansé| «n fortune-
telling by interpreting a random selection of
playing cards.

carestoon |kir'toon| « 7 1 a simple drawing
showing the features of its subjects in a hu-
morously exaggerated way, esp. a satirical one
in a newspaper or magazine.

B a comic strip. ® a simplified or exaggerated
version or interpretation of something: this
movie is a cartoon of rural life| [as adj.] Dolores
becomes a cartoon housewife, reading glossy mag-
azines in a bathrobe. 2 a motion picture using
computer graphics or a photographed se-
quence of drawings rather than real people or
objects. Cf. ANIMATION. 3 a full-size drawing
made by an artist as a preliminary design for
a painting or other work of art. « . [trans.]
(usu. be cartooned) make a drawing of
(someone) in a simplified or exaggerated
way: she has a face with enough character to be
cartooned.

DERIVATIVES: carstoon¢ish adj. carstoone
ist |-ist| n. caretooney adj.

carstouche |kir't6osH | - . a carved tablet or
drawing representing a scroll with rolled-up
ends, used ornamentally or bearing an in-
scription.

B an oval or oblong figure enclosing a group of
Egyptian hieroglyphs, typically representing
the name and title of a monarch.

careunscle |ko'ranGkal; 'keraNG-| en. a
fleshy outgrowth, in particular:

M 3 wattle of a bird such as a turkey. ® the red
prominence at the inner corner of the human
eye.

DERIVATIVES: casrunecuclar |ka'raNGkya-
lar| adj.



caryatid

careyeateid | kere'etod; 'kerea,tid| o2 (pl
caryatids or caryatides | keré'ztd,déz|) a
stone carving of a draped female figure, used
as pillar to support the entablature of a Greek
or Greek-style building. The male equivalent
is an atlas (pl. atlantes).

casecade |kzs'kad| «n 1 a small waterfall,
typically one of several that fall in stages
down a steep rocky slope.

B a mass of something that falls or hangs in co-
pious or luxuriant quantities: a cascade of bou-
gainvillea. ®a large number or amount of
something occurring or arriving in rapid suc-
cession: a cascade of antiwar literature. 2 a
process whereby something, typically infor-
mation or knowledge, is successively passed
on: [as adj.] the greater the number of people who
are well briefed, the wider the cascade effect.

B a succession of devices or stages in a process,
each of which triggers or initiates the next.
« 2. 1 [no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of wa-
ter) pour downward rapidly and in large
quantities: water was cascading down the
stars.

® fall or hang in copious or luxuriant quanti-
ties: blonde hair cascaded down her back.
2 [trans.] arrange (a number of devices or
objects) in a series or sequence.

m arrange (windows on a computer monitor)
to overlap partially, so that a part of each is
visible.

case*mate |'kas,mat| .~ a small room in
the thickness of the wall of a fortress, with
embrasures from which guns or missiles can
be fired.

B an armored enclosure for guns on a war-
ship.

caseement |'kasmont| « n. a window or part
of a window set on a hinge so that it opens
like a door:[as adj.] casement windows.

® any window. M the sash of a sash window.

casheier . ». [trans.] (usu. be cashiered) dis-
miss someone from the armed forces in dis-
grace because of a serious misdemeanor: ke
was found guilty and cashiered | [as adj]
(cashiered) a cashiered National Guard ma-
Jjor.

8 suspend or dismiss someone from an office,
position, or membership: the team owner had
been cashiered for consorting with a gambler.

casque |kask| « 7. 1 a helmet. 2 a helmetlike
anatomical structure, such as that on the bill
of a hornbill or the head of a cassowary.

Casesanedra |ko'szndra| .a daughter of
the legendary Trojan king Priam, who was
given the gift of prophecy by Apollo. When
she cheated him, however, he turned this into
a curse by causing her prophecies, though
true, to be disbelieved.

8 [as n] (a Cassandra) a prophet of disaster,
esp. one who is disregarded.

caste |kast| on each of the hereditary
classes of Hindu society, distinguished by rel-
ative degrees of ritual purity or pollution and
of social status: members of the lower castes | a
man of high caste.

® the system of dividing society into such
classes. B any class or group of people who in-
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herit exclusive privileges or are perceived as
socially distinct: those educated in private
schools belong to a privileged caste. B (in some
social insects) a physically distinct individual
with a particular function in the society: the
caste of worker bees.

There are four basic classes, or varnas, in
Hindu society: Brahman (priest), Kshatriya
(warrior), Vaishya (merchant or farmer), and
Shudra (laborer).

casetelelateed |'kzsto,latid| « adj. 1 having
battlements: a castellated tower.

B (of a nut or other mechanical part) having
grooves or slots on its upper face. 2 having a
castle or several castles: the castellated hills
along the east bank. Cf. CRENELLATIONS.

casetiegate |'kasto,gat| .o [trans.] repri-
mand (someone) severely: he was castigated
Jor not setting a good example.

DERIVATIVES: casetisgastion | kesto'ga-
SHon| n. casstisgastor |-,gator| n. casetie
gastoery |-go,t0re| ady.

Casstilsian |ka'stilyan| » #. 1 a native of the
Spanish province (formerly, the kingdom) of
Castile. 2 the dialect of Spanish spoken in
Castile, which is standard Spanish. « adj. of
or relating to Castile, Castilians, or the
Castilian form of Spanish.

caseucalety |'kezH(s)walte; 'kaezHal-| « n. (pl.
-ies) a person killed or injured in a war or ac-
cident.

® a3 person or thing badly affected by an event
or situation: the building industry has been
one of the casualties of the recession. ® (chiefly
in insurance) an accident, mishap, or dis-
aster.

caseusist |'kzzHowast| -n a person who
uses clever but unsound reasoning, esp. in re-
lation to moral questions; a sophist.

H 3 person who resolves moral problems by the

application of theoretical rules to particular
instances.
DERIVATIVES: caseucisetic | kezHa'wistik |
adj. caseucisstiscal | kazns'wistikal| adj.
caseucisstiecalely | kaezHo'wistik(a)l€| adv.
caseusistery 7.

cassus beleli |'kisas 'bele; 'kasas 'beli| » 7.
(pl. same) an act or situation provoking or jus-
tifying war.

cateaechressis | kzto'kresis| «n (pl. cat-
achreses) the use of a word in a way that is
not correct, for example, the use of mirigate
for milirate.

DERIVATIVES: cateaschresetic |-'krestik|
adj.

cateasclysm |'keto,klizom| « n. a large-scale
and violent event in the natural world.

8 a sudden violent upheaval, esp. in a political
or social context: the cataclysm of the First
World War.

DERIVATIVES: cateasclysemic adj. catea*
clysemiecally adv.

cateascomb |'kzto,kdm| « 7z (usu. cata-
combs) an underground cemetery consist-
ing of a subterranean gallery with recesses
for tombs, as constructed by the ancient
Romans.
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B a single crypt or gallery in such a cemetery.
B an underground construction resembling
or compared to such a cemetery.

cateasfalque |'kets f6(Dk; -, feelk| « z. a dec-
orated framework supporting the coffin of a
distinguished person during a funeral or
while lying in state.

cateaclepesy | 'katl,epsé| » n. a medical con-
dition characterized by a trance or seizure
with a loss of sensation and consciousness
accompanied by rigidity of the body.
DERIVATIVES: cateaslepetic | kaztl'eptik|
adj. & n. cateaclepetiscalely adv.

castaclogue raieson°né |keztl6g ,razs'na
- dg| «n (pl. catalogues raisonnés |'katl
,0g(z) raza'na - dg(z)|) a descriptive catalog
of works of art with explanations and schol-
arly comments: a catalogue raisonné of Mird’s
work.

cateaelyst |'ketl-ast| « 7. a substance that
increases the rate of a chemical reaction
(causes caralysis) without itself undergoing
any permanent chemical change.

B a person or thing that precipitates an event:
the governor’s speech acted as a catalyst for de-
bate.

cateaclyteic |' kztl'idik| » adj. relating to or
involving the action of a catalyst.
DERIVATIVES: cateaclyteiccalely |-ik(3)l€|
adv.

cateasmite |'kats,mit| « 7. a boy kept for ho-
mosexual practices; the younger partner in a
homosexual relationship, esp. the passive
partner in anal intercourse.

cateaepult |'kzds,palt; -,poolt| « z a device
in which accumulated tension is suddenly
released to hurl an object some distance, in
particular:

B an ancient military machine worked by a
lever and ropes for hurling large stones or
other missiles. ®a mechanical device for
launching a glider or other aircraft, esp. from
the deck of a ship. ® chiefly Brit. a slingshot. « 2.
[with obj. and adverbial of direction] hurl or launch
(something) in a specified direction with or
as if with a catapult: the explosion catapulted the
car 30 yards along the road | their music cata~
pulted them to the top of the charts.

B [no obj., with adverbial of direction] move sud-
denly or at great speed as though hurled by a
catapult: the horse catapulted away from the
fence.

cateaeract |'katoraekt| «n 1 a large water-
fall. Cf. CASCADE.

8 a sudden rush of water; a downpour: the rain
enveloped us in a deafening cataract. 2 a medi-
cal condition in which the lens of the eye
becomes progressively opaque, resulting in
blurred vision: she had cataracts in both eyes.

cactarrh |ko'tir| « n. excessive discharge or
buildup of mucus in the nose or throat, asso-
ciated with inflammation of the mucous
membrane.

DERIVATIVES: cactarrheal |ka'tiral| ad).
castasetroephe |ko'testrofe| «# an event
causing great and often sudden damage or
suffering; a disaster: a national economic catas-
trophe | leading inexorably to catastrophe.

cater-cornered

8 the denouement of a drama, esp. a classical
tragedy.

DERIVATIVES: cateasstropheic adj. cateas
stropheiscalely adv.

castasetroesphism |ka'tzstrs fizom| « #. the
theory that changes in the earth’s crust
during geological history have resulted
chiefly from sudden violent and unusual
events. Often contrasted with UNIFORMITARI-
ANISM.
DERIVATIVES: castasetroephist n. & adj.

cateactoenica | kz1o'tonés| « 7. abnormality
of movement and behavior arising from a dis-
turbed mental state (typically schizophrenia).
It may involve repetitive or purposeless over-
activity, or catalepsy, resistance to passive
movement, and negativism.

B 3 state of immobility and stupor.
DERIVATIVES: cateaston®ic adj.

catch-22 . n. a dilemma or difficult circum-
stance from which there is no escape because
of mutually conflicting or dependent condi-
tions.

cateeecheteics | kxto'ketiks| -« plural n.
[treated as sing.] the branch of theology that
deals with the instruction given to Christians
before baptism or confirmation.

B religious teaching in general, typically that
given to children in the Roman Catholic
Church.
DERIVATIVES: cat*escheteic adj. catee*
cheteiecal adj. cateescheteiscal*ly adv.

cateeechism | 'kzts,kizom | » #. a summary of
the principles of Christian religion in the
form of questions and answers, used for in-
struction.

B a series of fixed questions, answers, or pre-
cepts used for instruction in other situations.
DERIVATIVES: cateeschisemal | keta'kizo-
mal| ad.

cateeechize |'kziskiz| v [trans] instruct
(someone) in the principles of Christian reli-
gion by means of question and answer, typi-
cally by using a catechism.

B put questions to or interrogate (someone).
DERIVATIVES: catee*chizser n.

cateeechuemen | kzto'kycomon| ez a
Christian convert under instruction before
baptism.

8 a3 young Christian preparing for confirma-
tion.

cateeenarey |'kzioneré; 'ketneré| en (pl
-ies) a curve formed by a wire, rope, or chain
hanging freely from two points that are on the
same horizontal level.

B a wire, rope, or chain forming such a curve.
« adj. [attrib.] having the form of, involving, or
denoting a curve of this type.

cateeenateed |'kzto,natid; 'ketn,atid| « ad).
connected in a chain or series: catenated mol-
ecules. Cf. CONCATENATE.

DERIVATIVES: cateesnaction | ket
'nasHan; ketn'asHan| n.

cateer-corenered |'kzié kornord; 'keetsr|
(also cater-corner or catty-cornered or
kitty-corner) . adj. & adv. situated diago-
nally opposite someone or something: [as adj.]
a restaurant cater-cornered from the movie
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theater | [as adv] metorcyclists et cater-
cornered across his yard.

cateerswaul |'kzgarwil| « ¢ [intans] [often
as n.] (caterwauling} make a shrill howling
or wailing noise: the catorwauling of a pair of
bobcars | [as adj} (caterwauling) a cater-
wanding guitar. « n. a shoill howling or wailling
noise.

castharesis |ka'THirsis| » n, the process of
releasing, and thereby providing or obraimng
relief relief from, strong or repressed emo-
nons.

casthesdral |ka'tHedral| + . the principal
church of a diocese, with which the bishop is
officially associated: [in names] St John's Ca-
thedral. CF. BASILICA

casthexsis |ks'THeksis| »# the concentra-
ton of mental energy on one particular per-
son, idea, or object (esp. to a pathological de-
gree),

DERIVATIVES: ¢asthecstic ady.

catheoslic |'keTH(3}lik| » 2df. (of tastes, in-
terests, etc.) including a wide wvariety of
things; all-embracing: birds thatr are catholic in
choice of habirat.
DERIVATIVES: cathroslicsis-ty
'lisatg| n castholwicsly adv.

cat's-paw +» a person who is used by an-
other, typically to carry out an unpleasant or
dangerous task.

Caurcarsian |kd'kazetan| « adi. 1 of or relat-
ing to on¢ of the traditional divisions of hu-
mankind, covering a broad group of peoples
from Europe, western Asia, and parts of India
and North Africa. [ORIGIN: s0 named be-
cause the German physiologist Johann Blu-
menbach (1752-1840) believed thar it origi-
nated in the Caucasus region of southeastern
Europe.]

B white-skinned; of European origin. 2 of or
relating to the Caucasus. 3 of or relating to 2
group of languages spoken i the region of
the Caucasus, of which thirty-eight are
known, many not committed to writing, The
most widely spoken is Georglan. « » a Cau-
casian persof.

B 3 white person; a person of European origin.

USAGE; In the racial ¢lassification as devel-
oped by anthropologists in the 19th century,
Caucasian (or Caucaseid) included peo-
ples whose skin color ranged from light {in
northern Europe) to dark (in parts of North
Africa and India). Although the classifica-
tion is outdated and the categories are now
not generally accepted as scientific, the term
Caucasian has acquired a more restricted
meaning. It is now used as a synonym for
‘white or of European origin,’ as in: rhe pofice
are looking for a Caucasian malz in his for-
e,

| k2TH(2)

caurcus |'kokas| »# (pl. caucuses) 1 a
meering of the members of a legislative body
who are members of a particular political
party, to select candidates or decide policy.

B the members of such a body. 2 a group of
people with shared concerns within a politi-
cal party or larger organization.
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B 3 meetng of such a group. + o {caucused,
caucusing)} [intrans.] hold or form such a
ETOup OT meerng,

cauedal |'kodl| « adf. of or like a tail.

® at or near the tail or the posterior part of the
body.

DERIVATIVES: caurdalsly adu

caul |kél| » . 1 the amniotic membrane
enclosing a fetus.

8 part of this membrane occasionally found on
a child’s head at birth, thought to bring good
luck. 2 a woman’s close-fitting indoor head-
dress or hairnet, as worn in former times.

caus*al | 'kbzal| » adf. of, relating to, or act-
ing as a cause: the causal factors assectared with
Hiness.

B expressing orindicating a cause; a causal con-
Jrencron.

DERIVATIVES! caus+al+ly ade.
cauesaleisty |kd'zzlsté| «» 1 the relation-
ship between cause and effect.

o the fact or state of acting as a cause. 2 the
principle that everything has a cause.

cause céslésbre |'kdz s3'leb(ra); 'kdz | « n
(pl. causes célébres pronunc. same) a contro-
versial issue thar atcracts 2 grear deal of pub-
lic atention.

caursesrie | koz{a)'reé | » » (pl -ies pronunc.
same) an informal arucle or talk, typically
one on a literary subject.

causstic |'kdstik| » adi. able to burn or cor-
e organic tissue by chemical action: a
caustic ceaner.

8 sarcastic in a scathing and bitter way: the
players were making caustic comments abour the
referge. W (of an expression or sound) expres-
sive of such sarcasm: a caustic smile.
DERTVATIVES: caus+ttircaldy
ady. caus-ticrirty | kd'stisatg| n

caustersize |'kits,riz| «w [trans] burn the
skin or flesh of {a wound} with a heated in-
sirument or caustic substance, typically to
stop bleeding or prevenr the wound from
becoming infected.

BERIVATIVES: caurterriszastion | kitara
'zasHan | A

cavealscade | keval'kid| + n a formal pro-
cession of people walking, on horseback, or
riding in vehicles,

W3 large group of people with some shared
characterisuc: J refuse to be one of your caval-
cade of doting admirers.

caveacller | keva'lir| - » (Cavalier) a sup-
porter of King Charles I in the English Civil
War (1642-49).

®3 courtly gentleman, esp. one acting as a
lady’s escort. B3 horseman, esp. a cavalry-
man. « ad;. showing alack of proper concern;
ofthand: irritated by his cavalier aurinede.
DERIVATIVES: caveaelier-ly ade.

cavealery |'kaevalrg| «n (Pl -ies) [usw.
treated as plj formerly, soldiers who fought
on horseback.

B 3 branch of an army made up of such sol-
diers. Wmodern soldiers who fight in
armoted vehicles.

DERIVATIVES: cavealsry'man [-man|
{pl. -men) .

[-ik(2)1E|
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casveeal |'kwseve ary 'kiv-| « n 2 warning or
proviso of specific stipulations, conditions, or
limitations,

B a legal notice, esp. in a probate proceeding,
that certain actions may not be taken without
informing the person who gave the notce.

casversat empstor |'emp tér| « #. the princi-
ple that the buyer alene is responsible for
checking the quality and suitability of goods
before a purchase is made.

cavsil |'kaval| « 2. [inlfans.] make petty or un-
necessary objections: they caviled at the cost.
« 7. an objection of this kind.
DERIVATIVES: caveiler n,

cay | ke ka| « n. a low bank or reef of coral,
rock, or sand.

cede |s&d| » 2. [trans.] give up (power or terri-
wry): they kave had o cede control of the
schools to the government | Poland ceded land 1o
Russia and Prussia.

ceirlidh |'kale| » 2 a social event at which
there is Scottish or Irish folk music and
singing, traditional dancing, and storytelling.

celrasdon |'seladin| +n a willow-green
color: [as adl] paneling pained in celadon
green.

B 3 gray-green glaze used on potiery, esp. that
from China. B pottery made with this glaze.

cebersbrant | 'selabrant| « #. 1 a person whe
performs a rite, esp. a priest at the Christian
Eucharist. 2 a person who celebrates some-
thing.

ceslersisty Isa'leraté| « n. swiftness of move-
ment.

ceslessta |s2'lests| « n (also celeste) a small
kevboard musical instrument in which feleed
hamimers swike a row of steel plates sus-
pended over wooden resonators, giving an
ethereal bell-like sound.

ce*lesstial |sa'lescHal| . adl (atlih] posi-
tioned in or relating to the sky, or outer space
as observed in astronomy: g celestial body,

8 belonging or relating to heaven: the celzstial
ciry. W supremely good: the celestial beauzy of
HILSIC.
DERIVATIVES: ceslesstialsly aduv.

celsisbate |'selabat| «adi abstaining from
marriage and sexual relations, typically for
religious reasons: a celthare priest.

# having or invelving no sexual relations: fi
rather stay single and celibate. « n a person
who abstains from marriage and sexual rela-
tions.

DERIVATIVES: celrishascy |-hase| n
celsluslar |'selyalar| « ad). 1 of, relating to, or
consisting of living cells: celfular profiferation.
2 denoting or relating to a mobile telephone
system that uses a number of short-range ra-
dio stations to cover the area that it serves, the
signal being automartically switched from one
station to another as the user travels about.
3 {of a fabric item, such as a blanket or vest)
knirted so as to form holes or hollows that
trap air and provide extra insulation. 4 con-
sisting of small compartments or rooms: cel-
{udar accommodanions.
DERIVATIVES: cel*lu-lar+i-ty | selya
lerate | n.

Cenozoic

celelusloid |'selyaloid| -»n. a transparent
flammable plastic made in sheets from cam-
phor and nitrocellulose, formerly used for
cinematographic film.

8 motion pictures as a genre: having made the
leap from theater ro celfuimd, she can now make
wore Poney.

celslurlose |'selys,las; - 162) « #. 1 aninsolu-
ble substance that is the main censtituent of
plant cell walls and of vegetable fibers such as
cotton. It is a polysaccharide consisting of
chains of glucose monomers. 2 paint or lac-
quer cansisting principally of cellulose ace-
tate or nitrate in selytion.

DERIVATIVES: celtludossic | selya'lasik; -
"lozik| adi

Celesious |'selséas; 'selsHas | (abbr.: €) « adj,
[postpositive when used with a numeral] of or
denoting a scale of temperature on which wa-
ter freezes at 0° and boils at 100° under stan-
dard conditions. « n {also Celsius scale)
this scale of temperanure,

UsAGE: Celsius rather than centigrade is
the standard accepted termm when giving
temperatures: use 25° Gelsfus rather than
25° centigrade.

Celt |kelt; selt| « ». {also Kelt) a member of a
group of peoples inhabiting much of Europe
and Asia Minor in pre-Roman times. Their
culture developed in the late Bronze Age
around the upper Danube, and reached s
height in the La Téne culture (5th to 1st cen-
turies ko) before being overrun by the
Romans and various Germanic peoples.

B 3 pative of any of the modern nations or
regions in which Celtic languages are {or
were until recently) spoken; a person of Irish,
Highland Scottish, Manx, Welsh, Breton, or
Cornish descent.

Celtsic | 'keluik; 'sel-| « adi. of or relating to
the Celts or their languages, which constitute
2 branch of the Indo-European farmily and in-
clude Irish, Scottish Gaelic, Welsh, Breton,
Manx, Cornish, and several extmet pre-
Reman languages such as Gaulish, « #. the
Celtic language group.

DERIVATIVES: Celtsiscism | 'keltasizam;
‘sel-| » Celtsiscist |'kelta sist; 'sel-| #.
vsaGE: QCelt and Celtic can be pro-
nounced either with an initial k- or s-, but
in standard English the normal pronuncia-
tion is with a k-, except in the name of the
Boston basketball team.

ceneascle |'senikal| « #. 13 group of people,
such as a discussion group or literary clique.
2 the room in which the biblical Last Supper
was held.

ceenoshite |'sena bit| (also coenobite) - n, a
membet of 2 monastic community.
DERIVATIVES: cesnosbitic | sena'bitik{
adj. ce=nosbitei-cal | sena'bitikal | adj.

cesnostaph |'senazf] » x. a romblike mon-
ument to someone buried elsewhere, esp. ane
commernorating people who died in a war.

Cesnoezoric | sena'zoik| (also Cainozoic)
» ady. relaring to or denoting the maost recent
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geologic era, following the Mesozoic era and
comprising the Tertiary and Quaternary peri-
ods.

H [as n] (the Cenozoic) the Cenozoic era, or
the system of rocks deposited during it.

The Cenozoic has lasted from about 65 mil-
lion years ago to the present day. It has seen
the rapid evolution and rise to dominance of
mammals, birds, and flowering plants.

ceneser |'sensar| «n a container in which
incense is burned, typically during a religious
ceremony: priests SWinging censers.

cenesor |'sensar| « n. 1 an official who exam-
ines material that is about to be released, such
as books, movies, news, and art, and sup-
presses any parts that are considered ob-
scene, politically unacceptable, or a threat to
security. ®a person who exercises supervi-
sion or judgment over the conduct of morals
of others.

B in Freudian psychology, an aspect of the su-
perego that is said to prevent certain ideas
and memories from emerging into con-
sciousness. [ORIGIN: from a mistranslation
of German Zensur ‘censorship,” coined by
Freud.] 2 (in ancient Rome) either of two
magistrates who held censuses and super-
vised public morals. «7. [trans] (often be
censored) examine (a book, movie, etc.) of-
ficially and suppress unacceptable parts of it:
my mail was being censored.
DERIVATIVES: cen¢so*rial
adj.

| sen's6réal |

USAGE: Both censor and censure are both
verbs and nouns, but censor means ‘to scru-
tinize, revise, or cut unacceptable parts from
a book, movie, etc.” or ‘a person who does
this,” while censure means ‘to criticize
harshly’ or ‘harsh criticism:’> a resolution of
censure 1o express strong disapproval of the pres-
ident’s behavior.

ceneso°ri*ous |sen'soréas| «adj. severely
critical of others: charitable in his judgments
and never censorious, Jim carried tolerance al-
most too far.
DERIVATIVES: cen*so°ricouscly adv. cene
soeri*ouseness 7.

cenesure |'sencHar| .. [trans.] (often be
censured) express severe disapproval of
(someone or something), typically in a formal
statement: a judge was censured in 1983 for
injudicious conduct. « n. the expression of for-
mal disapproval: a resolution of censure against
the offenders.
DERIVATIVES: censsureasble adj.

cenesus |'sensas| « n. (pl. censuses) an offi-
cial count or survey of a population, typically
recording various details of individuals: pop-
ulation estimates extrapolated from the 1981 cen-
sus | [as adj.] census data.

censtenearey |sen'tenaré; 'sentn,eré| chiefly
Brit. « n. (pl. -ies) the hundredth anniversary of
a significant event; a centennial.

W 3 celebration of such an anniversary. s adj.
of or relating to a hundredth anniversary;
centennial.
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cenetenenical |sen'tenéal| « adj. of or relating
to a hundredth anniversary: centennial cele-
brations. + n. a hundredth anniversary: the
museum’s centennial.

B a celebration of such an anniversary.

cenetiegrade |'sents,grad| . adj. [postpositive
when used with a numeral] another term for
CELSIUS.

B having a scale of a hundred degrees.

cenetrifeuegal |sen'trif(y)sgal| « adi. moving
or tending to move away from a center. The
opposite of CENTRIPETAL.

DERIVATIVES: cenetrifeusgalely adv.
cenetripeestal |sen'tripatl| « adj. moving or

tending to move toward a center. The oppo-

site of CENTRIFUGAL.

DERIVATIVES: censtripeestalely adv.
ceephalsic |sa'fzlik| « adj. of, in, or relating

to the head.

cereesbelslum | sera'beiom| «n (pl. cere-
bellums or cerebella |-'bela|) the part of
the brain at the back of the skull in verte-
brates. Its function is to coordinate and reg-
ulate muscular activity.
DERIVATIVES: cersesbelelar |-'belor| adj.

ceerecbral |sa'rebral; 'serabral| «ady. of the
cerebrum of the brain: a cerebral hemorrhage |
the cerebral cortex.

m intellectual rather than emotional or physi-
cal: criticism is a cerebral process.
DERIVATIVES: ceeresbralely adv.

cereeebrastion | sera'brasHon | « n. the work-
ing of the brain; thinking.
DERIVATIVES: cersesbrate |'sersbrit| o.

ceeresbrum |sa'rébrom; 'sera-| « . (pl. cere-
bra) the principal and forward-most part of
the brain in vertebrates, situated in the front
area of the skull and consisting of two hemi-
spheres, left and right, separated by a fissure.

cereeemoenieal | ,sera'moneal| « adj. 1 relat-
ing to or used for formal events of a religious
or public nature: ceremonial headgear | cere-
monial occasions. 2 (of a position or role)
involving only nominal authority or power:
originally a ceremonial post, it is now a position
with executive power.  n. the system of rules
and procedures to be observed at a formal or
religious occasion: the procedure was conducted
with all due ceremonial.

B a rite or ceremony: a ceremonial called the
ghost dance.

DERIVATIVES: cersesmoenialsism |- lizom |
n. cersesmorcnicaleist |-list| n. cersesmorni¢
alely adv.

ceree*moeni*ous | sera'monéas|  adj. relat-
ing or appropriate to grand and formal occa-
sions: a Great Hall where ceremonious and pub-
lic appearances were made.

m excessively polite; punctilious: ke accepted the
gifts with ceremonious dignity.

DERIVATIVES: cereesmor*ni*oussly adv.
cerse*morcni*ous*ness 7.

ceerise |so'rés; sa'réz| - n. a bright or deep
red color: a vivid cerise lampshade. « adj. of a
bright or’deep red color.

cerstiefieasble | sorta'fisbal| « adj. 1 able or
needing to be certified: encephalitis was a cer-
tifiable condition | financial reports showed cer-
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tifiable progress. 2 officially recognized as
needing treatment for a mental disorder.

B crazy: the world of fashion is almost entirely in-
sane, the people who work in 1t mainly certifia-
ble.
DERIVATIVES: ceretiefieasbly |-ble| adj.

cerstiofy |'sorts fi| » v. (-ies, -ied) [trans.] (of-
ten be certified) attest or confirm in a for-
mal statement: the profits for the year had been
certified by the auditors| [with clause) the medi-
cal witness certified that death was due to cere-
bral hemorrhage.

® [often as ad].] (certified) officially recognize
(someone or something) as possessing cer-
tain qualifications or meeting certain stan-
dards: a certified scuba instructor | board cer-
tified in obstetrics and gynecology. M officially
declare insane.

ceeruelesan |sa'roolésn| » adj. deep blue in
color like a clear sky: cerulean waters and
golden sands. « n. a deep sky-blue color.

ceeruemen [ss'réomon| sz technical term
for earwax.

cervine |”s@:VVIN| « ADJ. OF OR RELATING TO
DEER; DEERLIKE.

ceesareesan secetion . n. a surgical opera-
tion for delivering a child by cutting through
the wall of the mother’s abdomen.

cesesastion |se'sasHon| 7. a ceasing; an
end: the cessation of hostilities | a cessation of
animal testing of cosmetics.

M 3 pause Or interruption: a cessation of respira-
tton requiring resuscitation.

cesesion |'sesHan| s n. the formal giving up
of rights, property, or territory by a state: the
cession of a coastal strip.

cestaccean |si'tasH(€)a| - adj. belonging or
relating to an order (Cetacea) of marine
mammals that comprises the whales, dol-
phins, and porpoises. These have a stream-
lined hairless body, no hind limbs, a hori-
zontal tail fin, and a blowhole on top of the
head for breathing. +#x. a member of this
order.

chadeor |'cHadsr; 'cHid,6r| (also chadar or
chuddar) « n. a large piece of dark-colored
cloth, typically worn by Muslim women,
wrapped around the head and upper body to
leave only the face exposed.

chafe |cuaf| .z 1 [trans.] (of something re-
strictive or too tight) make (a part of the
body) sore by rubbing against it: the collar
chafed his neck.

| [intrans.] (of a part of the body) be or become
sore as a result of such rubbing: shook hands
until the skin chafed. ® [intrans.] (of an object)
rub abrasively against another object: the
grommet stops the cable from chafing on the
metal. 2 [trans.] rub (a part of the body) to re-
store warmth or sensation.

W restore (warmth or sensation) in this way: Ae
chafed some feeling into his frozen hands. 3 be-
come or make annoyed or impatient because
of a restriction or inconvenience:[intrans.] zize
bank chafed at the restrictions imposed upon it

| [trans.] iz chafed him to be confined like this.  n.
wear or damage caused by rubbing: 0 prevent
chafe the ropes should lie flat.

chameleon

chaff |cHaf| + n. the husks of grain or other
seed separated by winnowing or threshing,.

®mchopped hay and straw used as fodder.
= worthless things; trash. ® strips of metal foil
released in the atmosphere from aircraft, or
deployed as missiles, to obstruct radar detec-
tion.

DERIVATIVES: chaffey adj.

chaegrin [sHa'grin| «n. distress or embar-
rassment at having failed or been humiliated:
Jeff, much to his chagrin, wasn’t invited. » v.
(be chagrined) feel distressed or humili-
ated: he was chagrined when his friend poured
scorn on him.

chain |[cHan| .#. (in measuring) a jointed
line consisting of linked metal rods.

® the length of such a measuring line (66 ft.).
m 2 measuring chain of ten yards, used in
football in the determination of first downs.

chaise longue |'suaz '10NG| « n. (pl.chaises
longues |'sHaz 'IGNG(z)|) a reclining chair
with a lengthened seat forming a leg rest.

chalecedeo°ny |kal'sedn,&; cHzl-; 'kelsa
,doné; 'cHlsa-| « n. (pl. -ies) a type of quartz
in microscopic crystals occurring in several
different forms, including onyx, agate, and
jasper.

DERIVATIVES: chalecesdonsic | kalsd
'dinik | adj.

chalsice |'cHzlss| « . a large cup or goblet,
typically used in former times for drinking
wine.

m the wine cup used in the Christian Eucha-
rist.

chalslah |'hils; 'kuila| «n (pl. challahs
| 'hélaz; 'kHElsz | or chalot(h) |ha'lot; KHa-;
-'16s|) a loaf of white leavened bread, typi-
cally braided in form, traditionally baked to
celebrate the Jewish sabbath.

chalslenged |'cuzlonjd| - adj. [with submodi-
fier or in combination] (used euphemistically)
impaired or disabled in a specified respect:
physically challenged.

® [acking or deficient in a specified respect: zo-
day’s attention-challenged teens.

USAGE: The use with a preceding adverb,
e.g., physically challenged, originally in-
tended to give a more positive tone than
such terms as disabled or handicapped,
arose in the US in the 1980s. Despite the
originally serious intention, the term rapidly
became stalled by uses whose intention was
to make fun of the attempts at euphemism
and whose tone was usually clearly ironic:
examples include cerebrally challenged,
follicularly challenged, etc.

chalelis |'suzle| « n. a soft lightweight cloth-
ing fabric made from silk and wool.

chaemeerleeon |ks'mélyan; -lean| (chiefly Brit.
also chamaeleon) . . a small slow-moving
Old World lizard with a prehensile tail, long
extensible tongue, protruding eyes that rotate
independently, and a highly developed ability
to change color.

W a changeable or inconstant person, esp. one
who adapts to a changed situation for per-
sonal advantage.
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DERIVATIVES: chasmerslesonsic |ka mélé
‘anik| adj.

chameois |'sHzmé| « . 1 (pl. same) an agile
goat-antelope (genus Rupicapra) with short
hooked horns, found in mountainous areas of
Europe from Spain to the Caucasus. 2 (pl.
same) (also chamois leather) soft pliable
leather made from the skin of sheep, goats, or
deer.

B g piece of such leather, or cloth treated to re-
semble it, used typically for washing windows
or cars.

chamepaign
countryside.

chanecel |'cHznsasl | « n. the part of a church
near the altar, reserved for the clergy and
choir, and typically separated from the nave
by steps or a screen.

chanecelelerey |'cHzns(d)lare| « 7. (pl. -ies)
1 the position, office, or department of a
chancellor.

| the official residence of a chancellor. 2 an of-
fice attached to an embassy or consulate.

chanecel*lor |'cHzns(a)lor| en a senior
state or legal official.

® the head of the government in some Euro-
pean countries, such as Germany. ® the pre-
siding judge of a chancery court. ® the presi-
dent or chief administrative officer of a
university. ® chiefly Brit. the nonresident honor-
ary head of a university. ® a bishop’s law of-
ficer.

DERIVATIVES: chanecel*loreship |- sHip|
n.

chanecre |'keNGkar; 'SH&NG-| - 7. a painless
ulcer, particularly one developing on the gen-
itals as a result of syphilis.

chanedler |'cHzn(d)lar| -z 1 (also ship
chandler) a dealer in supplies and equip-
ment for ships and boats. 2 a dealer in house-
hold items such as oil, soap, paint, and gro-
ceries.

| 3 person who makes and sells candles.

changeeling |'cHanjling| .z a child
believed to have been secretly substituted by
fairies for the parents’ real child in infancy.
B any child secretly substituted for another in
infancy.

chanenel |'cHznl| - v. (channeled, chan-
neling ; Biit. channelled, channelling) (in
spiritualism) serve as a medium for (a spirit):
she channels Ramtha, a 30,000-year-old spirit |
[as adj.] a channeling session.

chaneteuse | sHin'tooz; 'tez | « n. a female
singer of popular songs, esp. in a nightclub.
The male equivalent is a chanteur.

chanteey |'sHenté| (also chanty, shanty, or
sea chantey) . n. a song with alternating
solo and chorus, of a kind originally sung by
sailors while performing physical labor to-
gether.

chaeos |'kaéds| «n complete disorder and
confusion.

B (in physics) behavior so unpredictable as to
appear random, owing to great sensitivity to
small changes in conditions. ® the formless
matter supposed to have existed before the
creation of the universe.

|sHem'pan| «n open level
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DERIVATIVES: chaotic adj. chaotically
adv.

chapeareral | sHzpa'rel| « n. vegetation con-
sisting chiefly of tangled shrubs and thorny
bushes, characteristic of parts of the Ameri-
can Southwest.

chapelet |'cHeplat| « 7. 1 a garland or wreath
for a person’s head. 2 a string of 55 beads
(one third of the rosary number) for count-
ing prayers, or used as a necklace.
DERIVATIVES: chapeleteed ad;.

chaps |cHzps; sHaps| eplural n. leather
pants without a seat, worn by a cowboy over
ordinary pants to protect the legs, as in chap-
arral conditions.

charegé d’afefaires | suir,zHs di'fer | (also
chargé) - n. (pl. chargés d’affaires |sHir
'za(z)|) a diplomatic official who temporar-
ily takes the place of an ambassador.

B 3 state’s diplomatic representative in a minor
country.

chargeer . n. a large, flat dish; a platter.

chaerisema |ka'rizma| - #. 1 compelling at-
tractiveness or charm that can inspire devo-
tion in others: she enchanted guests with her
charisma. 2 (pl. charismata |- moata|) (also
charism) a divinely conferred power or tal-
ent.

chareisemateic | keroz'metik| « adj. 1 exer-
cising a compelling charm that inspires devo-
tion in others: a charismatic leader. 2 of or
relating to the charismatic movement in var-
ious Christian churches, which emphasizes
talents held to be conferred by the Holy
Spirit, such as speaking in tongues and heal-
ing of the sick (faith healing).

® (of a power or talent) divinely conferred:
charismatic prophecy. « n. an adherent of the
charismatic movement.

B 3 person who claims divine inspiration.
DERIVATIVES: charsissmateiscalely |-ik(3)-
€| adv.

chaerievareri | sHiva're; 'sHiva,ré| (also shiva-
ree) «n. (pl. charivaris) a cacophonous
mock serenade, typically performed by a
group of people in derision of an unpopular
person or in celebration of a marriage.

B a series of discordant noises.

charelastan |'suirlstan; 'sHarlatn | « n. a per-
son falsely claiming to have a special knowl-
edge or skill; a fraud: who could buy into this
charlatan and his charade? Cf.: MOUNTEBANK.
DERIVATIVES: charelastansism |-1ata,ni-
zam; -latn,izom| n. charelastanery |'sHirla-
tanré; -latnré| .

charenel |'chirnl| « n. (also charnel house)
a house or vault in which dead bodies or
bones are piled. - adj. associated with death:
1 gagged on the charnel stench of the place.

charey |'cHeré| .adj. (charier, chariest)
cautious; wary: most people are chary of allow-
ing themselves to be photographed.

® cautious about the amount one gives or
reveals: he was chary with specifics about the
script. .

DERIVATIVES: chareiely |'CHeralé| adv.
chase . v. [trans] [usu. as adj] (chased) en-
grave (metal, or a design on metal): a minia-



chasm 69

ture container with a delicately chased floral de-
sign.

chasm |'kezam| « 7 a deep fissure in the
earth, rock, or another surface.

H a profound difference between people, view-
points, feelings, etc.: the chasm between
rich and poor. Cf. SCHISM.
DERIVATIVES: chasemic
(rare).

chasesé |suz'si| « n. a gliding step in danc-
ing in which one foot displaces the other. « v.
(chasséd, chasséing) [intrans.] make such a
step.

chasesis |'cHzsé; 'SHese| « n. (pl. same) the
base frame of a motor vehicle or other
wheeled conveyance.

# the outer structural framework of a piece of
audio, radio, or computer equipment.

chaste |cHast| «adj. abstaining from extra-
marital, or from all, sexual intercourse. Cf.
CELIBATE; VIRGIN.

B not having any sexual nature or intention: a
chaste, consoling embrace. ® without unneces-
sary ornamentation; simple or restrained: the
dark, chaste interior was lightened by tile-work.
DERIVATIVES: chasterly adv. chastesness
n. chasetiety n.

chaseten |'cHason| «o. [trans.] (usu. be
chastened) (of a reproof or misfortune)
have a restraining or moderating effect on:
the director was somewhat chastened by his re-
cent flop | [as adj.] (chastening) a chastening
experience.

8 (esp. of God) discipline; punish.
DERIVATIVES: chasetencer |'cHas(d)nor|
n.

chasstise |cHzs'tiz| «v. [trans] rebuke or
reprimand severely: ke chastised his colleagues
for their laziness.

B punish, esp. by beating.

DERIVATIVES: chasetiseement |CHzs'tiz-
moant; 'CHastaz-| n. chasetiseer |'CHas,tiz-
ar| n.

chasstiety |'cHastate| « n. the state or prac-
tice of refraining from extramarital, or esp.
from all, sexual intercourse: vows of chastity.

chaseusble |'cHzzabsl; 'cHzZH-; 'CHZS- | » 7.
a sleeveless outer vestment worn by a priest
when celebrating Mass, typically ornate and
having a simple hole for the head.

chastoyeant |sHs'toiant | « adj. (of a gem, esp.
when cut en cabochon) showing a band of
bright reflected light caused by aligned impu-
rities in the stone.

DERIVATIVES: chastoyeance n. chastoy®
anecy [-ansé| n. .

chatetel |'cuztl| « #. (in general use) a per-
sonal possession.

B an item of property other than real estate or
a freehold. ® (also chattel slave) a human
being treated as a chattel.

chaustauequa |sH>'tokwa| (also Chau-
tauqua) « z. a cultural and educational pro-
gram of lectures, performances, etc., origi-
nally held outdoors in the summer.

chauevineism |'sHova,nizom| 7. exagger-
ated or aggressive patriotism.

B excessive or prejudiced loyalty or support for

|'keezmik | adj.

chevron

one’s own cause, group, or sex: a bastion of
male chauvinism.

chauevineist |'sHovanist| « 7. a person dis-
playing aggressive or exaggerated patriotism.

B a person displaying excessive or prejudiced
loyalty or support for a particular cause,
group, or sex: gained a reputation as a religious
chauvinist. ® (also male chauvinist) a man
displaying a complacent belief in the superi-
ority of the male sex: she wrote off all the local
males as hopeless chauvinists. » adj. showing or
relating to such excessive or prejudiced sup-
port or loyalty: a chauvinist slur.
DERIVATIVES: chauevineism ». chauevine
isetic | ,sHOva'nistik| adj. chauevineisstie
calely | ,sHOva'nistik(a)l€ | adv.

chef-d’ceuevre |sHa 'deev(ra); 'da(r)v | «n.
(pl. chefs-d’ceuvre |’deev(ra); 'da(r)v(z)|) a
masterpiece.

cheemosthereaepy | kémo'THerape; kemo- |
« n. the treatment of disease by the use of
chemical substances, esp. the treatment of
cancer by drugs that kill cells.
DERIVATIVES: chesmosthereaspeurtic ad.
che*morcthereacpist |-pist| 7.

cheenille |sHa'nél| » n. a tufted velvety cord
or yarn, used for trimming furniture and
making carpets and clothing.

® fabric made from such yarn.

cherenoszem |'cHerns ZHOm; -zem| «n a
fertile black soil rich in humus, with a lighter
lime-rich layer beneath. Such soils typically
occur in temperate grasslands such as the
Russian steppes and North American
prairies.

chereub |'cHersb| .n. (pl. cherubim) a
winged angelic being described in biblical
tradition as attending on God. It is repre-
sented in ancient Middle Eastern art as a
lion or bull with eagles’ wings and a human
face, and regarded in traditional Christian
angelology as an angel of the second highest
order of the ninefold celestial hierarchy. Cf.
SERAPH.

& (pl. cherubim |'cHer(y)s,bim| or cherubs)
a representation of a cherub in art, depicted
as a chubby, healthy-looking child with
wings. ®(pl. cherubs) a beautiful or
innocent-looking child.

DERIVATIVES: cherubic adj.

chestey |'cHesté| «ady. 1 (of a sound) pro-
duced deep in the chest: a chesty growl. 2 (of
a woman) having large or prominent breasts.
3 conceited and arrogant.

DERIVATIVES: chesteicly |'CHestalé| adv.
chestei*ness 7.

cheveaclier | sHeva'lir| «7 a knight, esp.
when mounted on a horse.

® 3 chivalrous man. ®a member of certain
orders of knighthood or of modern French
orders such as the Legion of Honor.
® (Chevalier) Brit. the title of James (1688—
1766) and Charles (1720-88) Stuart, pre-
tenders to the British throne.

cheveron |'sHevran| « 7. aline or stripe in the
shape of aV or an inverted V, esp. one on the
sleeve of a uniform indicating rank or length
of service.



chez

B (in heraldry) a shape in the form of a broad
inverted V.

chez |sHa| « prep. at the home of (used in im-
itation of French, often humorously): I spent
one summer chez Grandma.

chi |k&| (also qi or ki) « n. the circulating life
force whose existence and properties are the
basis of much Chinese philosophy and med-
icine.

chieaeroescuero |ke,ars'sk(y)oord; ke,ara-|
« n. the treatment of light and shade in draw-
ing and painting.

m an effect of contrasted light and shadow cre-
ated by light falling unevenly or from a par-
ticular direction on something: the chiaroscuro
of cobbled streets.

chisasemus |ki'zzmoas| « n. a rhetorical or
literary figure in which words, grammatical
constructions, or concepts are repeated in re-
verse order, in the same or a modified form;
e.g. ‘Poetry is the record of the best and hap-
piest moments of the happiest and best
minds.’

DERIVATIVES: chicasetic |ki'estik| adj.
chic |sHek| - adj. (chicer, chicest) elegantly

and stylishly fashionable: your outfit is rés

chic! « n. stylishness and elegance, typically of

a specified kind: biker chic.

DERIVATIVES: chicely adv.

chiecane |sHi'kan; CHi-| »7 1 an artificial
narrowing or turn on a road or automobile
racecourse. 2 (in card games) a hand without
cards of one particular suit; a void. 3 chica-
nery. « . employ trickery or chicanery.

chiecaneerey |sHi'kanore; CHi-| « n. the use of
trickery to achieve a political, financial, or le-
gal purpose: political chicanery behind closed
doors.

Chieca*no |cHi'kéno; sHi-| (fem. chicana)
« 1. (pl. -0s) a person of Mexican origin or de-
scent.

USAGE: The term Chicano (derived from
the Mexican Spanish mexicano ‘Mexican’),
denoting a Mexican-American male, and
the feminine form Chicana, became cur-
rent in the early 1960s. Sometimes spelled
with a small ¢-. The plural forms are Chi-
canos, Chicanas. Hispanic is a more ge-
neric term denoting persons in the US of
Latin-American or Spanish descent. See
also usage at Hispanic. See also LaTNo.

chiechi |'sHeésHE; 'CHECHE | » adj. attempting
stylish elegance but achieving only an overe-
laborate affectedness: the chichi world of Man-
hattan cultural privilege. « n. pretentious and
overelaborate refinement: the relentless chichi
of late-eighties dining.

chicele |'cHikal; 'cHiklg| « z. the milky latex
of the tropical American sapodilla tree, used
to make chewing gum.

chide |cHid| . ». (past chided or archaic chid
|cHid| ; past part. chided or archaic chidden
|'cHidn|) [trans.] scold or rebuke: she chided
him for not replying 1o her letters | [with direct
speech] “You mustn’t speak like that,” she chided
gently.
DERIVATIVES: chideer n. chideingely adv.
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chifefoenier | sHifs'nir| « 7 1 a tall chest of
drawers, often with a mirror on top. 2 Brit. a
low cupboard, sometimes with a raised book-
shelf on top.

chiegnon |'sHeén,yén; sHen'yin | » z. a knot or
coil of hair arranged on the back of a woman’s
head.

chileblain |'chil,blan| «n. a painful, itching
swelling on the skin, typically on a hand or
foot, caused by poor circulation in the skin
when exposed te cold.

DERIVATIVES: chilsblained ad).

childeish |'cHildisH| « adj. of, like, or appro-
priate to a child: childish enthustasm.

8 silly and immature: a childish outburst.
DERIVATIVES: childeishely adv. childeishe
ness .

childelike |'cHild,lik| « adj. (of an adult) hav-
ing good qualities associated with a child: she
speaks with a childlike directness.

chilei |'cHilé| (also chili pepper or chile or
Brit.chilli) «n. (pl. chilies or chiles or Brit.
chillies) a small hot-tasting pod of a variety
of capsicum (C. annuum), used chopped
(and often dried) in sauces, relishes, and
spice powders. There are various forms with
pods of differing size, color, and strength of
flavor, such as cascabels and jalapefios.

8 short for chili powder, mixed from powdered
chilies and other spices. ® short for chili con
carne, a stew made with chilies, beans, and
ground beef.

chileisad |'kilé,=d; -od| + 7. a thousand (of
something).

® 3 thousand years; a millennium.

chileieast |'kilé,zst| o7 another term for
MILLENARIAN.

DERIVATIVES: chileisasstic adj. chilvisasm
|-, 2zom| n.

chiemeera |ki'mira; ka-| (also chimaera) « n.
1 (Chimera) (in Greek mythology) a fire-
breathing female monster with a lion’s head,
a goat’s body, and a serpent’s tail.

® any mythical animal with parts taken from
various animals. 2 a thing that is hoped or
wished for but in fact is illusory or impossi-
ble to achieve: the economic sovereignty you
claim to defend is a chimera. 3 an organism
containing a mixture of genetically different
tissues, formed by processes such as fusion of
early embryos, grafting, or mutation: the
sheeplike goar chimera.

®3a DNA molecule with sequences derived
from two or more different organisms,
formed by laboratory manipulation.
DERIVATIVES: chiemersic |ki'mirik; ka-;
-'merik| adj. chi*merveiecal |ki'merikal; ka-;
-'mir-| adj. chi*mereiscalely |ki'merik(a)l&;
ko-; -'mir-| adv.

chineless |'cHinlis| » adj. (of a person) lack-
ing a well-defined chin.

# lacking strength of character; ineffectual.

chienoieserrie | sHen wiz(2)'re; SHen'wizo-
ré| « n. (pl. -ies) the imitation or evocation of
Chinese motifs and techniques in Western
art, furniture, and architecture, esp. in the
18th century.

® objects or decorations in this style: a piece of
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chinoiserie | one room has red velver and chi-
notseries.

chi*nook |sHa'nook; CHa-| «n. 1 (also chi-
nook wind) a warm dry wind that blows
down the east side of the Rocky Mountains
at the end of winter. 2 (also chinook
salmon) a large North Pacific salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) that is an im-
portant commercial food fish.

chintzey | 'cHintsé| « adj. (chintzier, chintz-
iest) 1 of, like, or decorated with chintz (a
printed, multicolored cotton fabric with a
glazed surface): brighten the room with fresh
paint and chintzy fabrics.

® brightly colorful but gaudy and tasteless.
2 miserly: a chintzy salary increase.
DERIVATIVES: chintzeiely | 'cHintsslé | adv.
chintzei*ness 7.

Chipeeeswyean | cHipa'wian| « n. (pl. same or
Chipewyans) 1 a member of a Dene (native)
people of northwestern Canada. Do not con-
fuse with Chippewa (Ojibwa). 2 the
Athabaskan language of this people. » adj. of
or relating to this people or their language.

chisrogerasphy | ki'rigrafé | « n. handwriting,
esp. as distinct from typography. Cf. CALLIG-
RAPHY.

DERIVATIVES: chisrosgrapheic | kira'grz-
fik| adj.

chiero*manecy | 'kirs,m#nsé| « n. the predic-
tion of a person’s future from the lines on the
palms of his or her hands; palmistry.

chieroepracetic | kira'przktik| « 7. a system
of nonscientific medicine based on the diag-
nosis and manipulative treatment of mis-
alignments of the joints, esp. those of the spi-
nal column, which are held to cause other
disorders by affecting the nerves, muscles,
and organs. Cf. OSTEOPATHY.

DERIVATIVES: chierospracetor |'kirs prek-
tar| n.

chit |cHit| 7. ashort official note, memoran-
dum, or voucher, typically recording a sum
owed.

chitsterelings |'cuitlonz| (also chitlins or
chitlings) « plural n. the smaller intestines of
a pig, cooked for food.

chivealerous |'sHivalras| » adj. (of a man or
his behavior) courteous and gallant, esp.
toward women.

® of or relating to the historical notion of chiv-
alry.
DERIVATIVES: chivealerousely adv.

chivealery |'sHivalre| +z the medieval
knightly system with its religious, moral, and
social code.

® knights, noblemen, and horsemen collec-
tively: I fought against the cream of French chiv-
alry. ® the combination of qualities expected
of an ideal knight, esp. courage, honor, cour-
tesy, justice, and a readiness to help the weak.
B courteous behavior, esp. that of a man
toward women: their relations with women were
models of chivalry and restraint.
DERIVATIVES: chievaleric |sHa'valrik| adj.

chloerosfluoreoecarebon | kloro,flooro'kir-
ban| (abbr.: CFC) « n. any of a class of com-
pounds of carbon, hydrogen, chlorine, and

choreography

fluorine, typically gases used chiefly in refrig-
erants and aerosol propellants. They are
harmful to the ozone layer in the earth’s at-
mosphere owing to the release of chlorine
atoms upon exposure to ultraviolet radiation.

chloerosphyll |'klérsfil| «#n a green pig-
ment, present in all green plants and in
cyanobacteria, responsible for the absorption
of light to provide energy for photosynthesis.
DERIVATIVES: chlosrosphylslous | klors
'filas| adj.

choecorclactier | suoksli'tya; ,cHO- | » n. (pl.
or pronunc. same) a maker or seller of choco-
late.

USAGE: Chocolarier is used primarily by
higher-priced sellers of chocolate.

choleer |'kilar| « 7. (in medieval science and
medicine) one of the four bodily humors,
identified with BILE, believed to be associated
with a peevish or irascible temperament.

B anger or irascibility.

choleereic | 'kilarik; ka'lerik| «adj. bad-
tempered or irritable.

# influenced by or predominating in the sup-
posed humor choler: a choleric disposition.
DERIVATIVES: choleersiecalely |-ik(9)IE|
adv.

choelesetereol |ko'lests,rdl; - rol| « n. a com-
pound found in most body tissues, including
the blood and the nerves. Cholesterol and its
derivatives are important constituents of cell
membranes and precursors of other steroid
compounds, but high concentrations in the
blood (serum cholesterol) are thought to
promote atherosclerosis (clogging of the
arteries by fatty deposits).

chorrale |ka'rzl; -'ril| « n. 1 a musical com-
position (or part of one) consisting of or
resembling a harmonized version of a simple,
stately hymn tune. 2 a choir or choral society.

chord |kord| « #. a group of (typically three
or more) musical notes sounded together, as
a basis of harmony: the wriumphal opening
chords | a G major chord. Cf. INTERVAL. « .
[intrans.] [usu. as n.] (chording) play, sing, or
arrange notes in chords.
DERIVATIVES: chordeal |'kordl| adj.

choereea |ka'rés| « n. a neurological disorder
characterized by jerky involuntary move-
ments affecting esp. the shoulders, hips, and
face. Huntington’s chorea involves progres-
sive degeneration of brain cells. Sydenham’s
chorea (also called St. Virus’s dance) is a neu-
rological form of rheumatic fever.

chosresogeraephy | kore'dgrafe| « n. the se-
quence of steps and movements in dance or
figure skating, esp. in a ballet or other staged
dance: the lively choreography reflects the themes
of the original play.

mthe art or practice of designing such
sequences. B the written notation for such a
sequence. W arrangement, as of an event or
ritual: the masterful choreography of the conven-
tion.

DERIVATIVES: choeresosgrapheic |->'gre-
fik| adj. choerecosgrapheiscalely |-a'gree-
fik(a)le| adv.
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choerogerasphy | ks'rigrofé| « 7. the system-
atic description and mapping of regions or
districts.
DERIVATIVES: chosrogeraspher |-for| n.
chorroegrapheic | kora'grefik| adj.

chresetomeasthy |kre'stimatHe| .7 (pl.
-ies) a selection of passages from an author
or authors, designed to help in learning a lan-
guage.

chrism |'krizom| « #. a mixture of oil and bal-
sam, consecrated and used for anointing at
baptism and in other rites of Catholic, Ortho-
dox, and Anglican churches.

chrisecom |'krizaom| . n. a white robe put on
a child at baptism.

Chrisstian |'kriscHan| » adj. of, relating to, or
professing Christianity or its teachings: the
Christian Church.

B having or showing qualities traditionally
associated with Christians, esp. those of de-
cency, kindness, and fairness. ® of or relating
to places, etc., dominated by Christianity:
Christian lands. «n. a person who has re-
ceived Christian baptism or is a believer in
Jesus Christ and his teachings.
DERIVATIVES: Chrisetiansiezastion | kris-
CHonoa'zasHon | n. Chrisetiancize |- niz| v.
Chrisetian-ly adv.

chroesmateic |kro'matik| « adj. 1 relating to
or using notes not belonging to the diatonic
scale of the key in which a musical passage is
written.

B (of a scale) ascending or descending by half
tones. ® (of an instrument) able to play all the
notes of the chromatic scale. Cf. DIATONIC.
2 of, relating to, or produced by color.
DERIVATIVES: chroematsiscalely |-ik(3)-
le| adv. chrosmateiscism |-3sizom| n.

chrome |krom | « n. a decorative or protective
finish on motor-vehicle fittings and other
objects made from the lustrous metallic ele-
ment chromium: [as adj] a chrome bumper.

B [as adj] denoting compounds or alloys of
chromium: chrome dyes.

chrosmoesome |'kroma,som| « 7z Biology a
threadlike structure of DNA or RNA and
protein found in the nucleus of most living
cells, carrying genetic information in the
form of genes.
DERIVATIVES:
'somol| adj.

chroneic | 'krinik| « adj. (of an illness) per-
sisting for a long time or constantly recurring:
chronic bronchitis. Cf. ACUTE.

B (of a person) having such an illness: a chronic
asthmatic. ® (of a problem) long-lasting and
difficult to eradicate: the school suffers from
chronic overcrowding. ® (of a person) having a
particular bad habit: a chronic liar.
DERIVATIVES: chroneiscalely
adv. chroeniceisty |krd'nisate| n.
USAGE: Chronic is often used to mean ‘ha-
bitual, inveterate,’ e.g., a chronic hiar. Some
consider this use incorrect. The precise
meaning of chronic is ‘persisting for a long
time,” and it is used chiefly of illnesses or
other problems.

chro'morsso*mal | kroma

|-ik(a)le |
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cicatrix

chroneiecle |'kriniksl| « 7. a factual written
account of important or historical events in
the order of their occurrence.

B a work of fiction or nonfiction that describes
a particular series of events. » v. [trans.] rec-
ord (arelated series of events) in a factual and
detailed way: his work chronicles 20th-century
displacement and migration.

DERIVATIVES: chroneiscler |-iklar| n.
chroenoleoegy |kro'niloje| « n. (pl. -ies) the
study of historical records to establish the
dates of past events.

B the arrangement of events or dates in the
order of their occurrence: the novel abandons
the conventions of normal chronology. M a table
or document displaying such an arrange-
ment.

DERIVATIVES: chroneoslogeiscal adj.
chroenoleosgist |-jist| n.

chrosnomeestry |kro'ndmotré| .« n. the sci-
ence of accurate time measurement.
DERIVATIVES: chronso*smeteric | krins
'metrik; |kro-| adj. chroneo*meteriscal
| krina'metrikal; kro-| adji. chronsosmets
riecalely | krino'metrik(d)Ig| adv.

chryseaclis |'krisalas| » 7. (pl. chrysalises) a
quiescent insect PUPA, esp. of a butterfly or
moth.

® the hard outer case of this, esp. after being
discarded. ®a preparatory or transitional
state: she emerged from the chrysalis of self-
conscious adolescence.

chthoneic |'Thinik| (also chthonian) « adj.
concerning, belonging to, or inhabiting the
underworld: a chthonic deity.

churleish |'cHorlisH| « ad). rude in a mean-
spirited and surly way: it seems churlish to com-
plain.

DERIVATIVES: churleishely adv. churle
isheness 7.

churn |cHsrn| « 2. [trans.] (of a broker) en-
courage frequent turnover of (investments)
in order to generate commissions.

chutzepah |'hootspa; 'KHOOtspa; -spi | (also
chutzpa or hutzpah or hutzpa) « n. shame-
less audacity; impudence.

chyle |kil| « 7 a milky fluid consisting of fat
droplets and lymph. It drains from minute
vessels in the small intestine into the lym-
phatic system during digestion.
DERIVATIVES: chy*lous | 'kilss| adj.

chyme |kim| .z the pulpy acidic fluid that
passes from the stomach to the small intes-
tine, consisting of gastric juices and partly
digested food.

DERIVATIVES: chysmous |'kimas| adj.
cia*o |CHow| - exclam. used as a greeting at
meeting or parting.

cisboerisum |sa'boream| 7. (pl. ciboria
|-réa|) 1 a receptacle shaped like a shrine or
a cup with an arched cover, used in the Chris-
tian Church for the reservation of (a portion
of) the Eucharist. 2 a canopy over an altar in
a church, standing on four pillars.

ciceastrix | 'sika,triks| (also cicatrice) « n. (pl.
cicatrices | sika'triséz; so'katrs,séz|) the
scar of a healed wound.

B 3 scar on the bark of a tree. Ba mark on a




cicerone 73

plant stem left after a leaf or other part has
become detached.

DERIVATIVES: ciceastriecial | siks'trisHal|
adj.

ciceeeroene | sisa'roné; ,CHECHa-| -7z (pl.
ciceroni |-né&| pronunc. same) a guide who
gives information about antiquities and
places of interest to sightseers.

Ciceesrosni*an | sisa'ronésn| «adj. charac-
teristic of the work and thought of Cicero
(1st cent. BC). The Roman politician and or-
ator.

m (of a piece of speech or writing) in an elo-
quent and rhythmic style similar to that of
Cicero.

ci-deevant | sé da'viN | « adj. {attrib.] from or
in an earlier time (used to indicate that some-
one or something once possessed a specified
characteristic but no longer does so): her ci-
devant pupil, now her lover.

cinceture |'siNg(k)cHar| «#n. 1 a girdle or
belt. 2 (in architecture) a ring at either end of
a column shaft.

cineesast |'sinézst| (also cinéaste or
cineaste) « n. a filmmaker.

®an enthusiast for or devotee of movies or
filmmaking.

cineeerarsieum | sina'reréam| en (pl.
cinerariums) a place where the ashes of the
cremated dead are kept.

DERIVATIVES: cinseerarey |'sinareré| adj.
cieneere*ous |sa'niréss| « adj. (esp. of hair or
feathers) ash-gray.

cinequesceneto | CHINGkwi'CHentd| e n.
(the cinquecento) the 16th century as a pe-
riod of Italian art, architecture, or literature,
with a reversion to classical forms.

cispher |'sifor| (also cypher) «n. 1 a secret
or disguised way of writing; a code: cryptic
notes in a cipher | the information may be given
in cipher.

| a thing written in such a code. 8 a key to such
a code. 2 a zero; a figure 0.

B 3 person or thing of no importance, esp. a
person who does the bidding of others and
seems to have no will of his or her own. 3 a
monogram. « v. 1 [trans.] put (a message) into
secret writing; encode. 2 [intrans.] do arith-
metic.

cirecaedi®an |sar'kadésn| « adj. (of biological
processes) recurring naturally on a twenty-
four-hour cycle, even in the absence of fluc-
tuations of light: a circadian rhythm.

cirecucistous |sar'kycostas| - adj. (of a route
or journey) longer than the most direct way:
the canal followed a circuitous route| a circuitous
line of reasoning.

DERIVATIVES: cirecuci‘tous*ly adv. cire
cusi‘touseness 7.

cirecuit rideer . n. a clergyman who traveled
on horseback from church to church, esp.
within a rural Methodist circuit in the 19th
cent.

® 3 public official or service provider required
to travel extensively within an area.

cirecumeamebicent | ,sarkam'ambeant |
« adj. surrounding: ke could not see them clearly
by reason of the circumambient water.

citadel

DERIVATIVES: cirecumeamesbisence 7.
cirecumeamebisenccy n.

cirecumecise |'sorkom,siz| » ». [trans.] cut off
the foreskin of (a young boy or man, esp. a
baby) as a religious rite, esp. in Judaism and
Islam, or as a medical treatment.

| cut off the clitoris, and sometimes the labia,
of (a girl or young woman) as a traditional
practice among some peoples.
DERIVATIVES: cirecumeciesion 7.

cirecumefiex |'sarkam,fleks| « 7. (also cir-
cumflex accent) a mark (*) placed over a
vowel in some languages to indicate contrac-
tion, length, or pitch or tone. « adj. (of a body
part) bending around something else;
curved: circumflex coronary arteries.

cirecumeloecuetion | sarkam,16'kyGosHan |
« n. the use of many words where fewer would
do, esp. in a deliberate attempt to be vague or
evasive: his admission came after years of cir-
cumlocution | he used a number of poetic cir-
cumlocutions. Cf. PERIPHRASIS.
DERIVATIVES: cirecumeloceustoery |-'lik-
y3,t0re| adj.

cirecumescribe |'sorkom,skrib| « . [trans.]
(often be circumscribed) 1 restrict (some-
thing) within limits: their movements were
strictly monitored and circumscribed. 2 draw (a
figure) around another, touching it at points
but not cutting it.

DERIVATIVES: cirecumescribser n. cire
cumescripetion | ,sarkom'skripsHan| #.

cirecumespect |'sorkom,spekt| «adj. wary
and unwilling to take risks: the officials were
very circumspect in their statements.
DERIVATIVES: cirecumespecetion | sar-
kamz'peksHan| n. cirecumespectely adv.

cirecumestansetial | sorkom'stencHal; ' sar-
kom'steen(t)sHal | « ad). 1 (of evidence or a le-
gal case) pointing toward proof by inference
from known facts rather than by introduction
of direct evidence. 2 (of a description) con-
taining full details: the picture was circumstan-
tial and therefore convincing.

DERIVATIVES: cirecumestanectiealeicty
|-, stencHe'®zloté| n. cirecumestanetialely
adv.

cirecumevent | sarkam'vent| » v. [trans.] tind
a way around (an obstacle).

| overcome (a problem or difficulty), typically
in a clever and surreptitious way: terrorists
Jound the airport checks easy to circumvent.
m deceive; outwit: ke circumvented them with
one of his stories.

DERIVATIVES: cirecumevenction | sarkam
'venCHan| #.

cirque |sark| <7 1 a half-open steep-sided
hollow at the head of a valley or on a moun-
tainside, formed by glacial erosion. 2 a ring,
circlet, or circle.

cirerhoesis |sa'rosas| « n. a chronic disease of
the liver marked by degeneration of cells, in-
flammation, and fibrous thickening of tissue. It
is typically a result of alcoholism or hepatitis.
DERIVATIVES: cirerhoteic |sa'ratik| adj.

citeaedel | 'sitadl; 'sids,del| « n. a fortress, typ-
ically on high ground, protecting or domi-
nating a city.



citation

cistastion |si'tasHan| » #. 1 a quotation from
or reference to a book, paper, or author, esp.
in a scholarly work.

H a mention of a praiseworthy act or achieve-
ment in an official report, esp. that of a
member of the armed forces in wartime. 8 a
note accompanying an award, describing
the reasons for it: the Nobel citation noted that
the discovery would be useful for energy conver-
sion technology. M a reference to a former
tried legal case, used as guidance in the try-
ing of comparable cases or in support of an
argument. 2 a legal summons: a raffic cita-
tion.

cite |sit| « v. [trans.] (often be cited) 1 quote
(a passage, book, or author) as evidence for
or justification of an argument or statement,
esp. in a scholarly work.

B mention as an example: medics have been cited
as a key example of a modern breed of technical
expert. @ praise (someone, typically a member
of the armed forces) for a courageous act in
an official dispatch. 2 summon (someone) to
appear in a court of law: the summons cited four
defendants. « n. a citation.

DERIVATIVES: citeasble adj.

citeiezen |'sitizon; -san| » n. a legally recog-
nized national or subject of a state or nation,
either native or naturalized.

B an inhabitant of a particular town or city: the
citizens of Los Angeles.

DERIVATIVES: citsi*zenery |-ré| n.: a body
of citizens; citizens collectively. citeiszen®
ship |-sHip| 7.

citeron | 'sitran | « 7. a shrubby Asian tree(Cit-
rus medica) that bears large fruits similar to
lemons, but with less acid flesh and thicker,
more fragrant peels.

| the fruit of this tree.

citeroneelela | sitra'nela| « . 1 (also citro-
nella oil) a fragrant natural oil used as an
insect repellent and in perfume and soap
manufacture. 2 the South Asian grass (Cym-
bopogon nardus) from which this oil is
obtained.

civeet |'sivat| « n. (also civet cat) a slender
nocturnal carnivorous mammal (of the fam-
ily Viverridae) with a barred and spotted coat
and well-developed anal scent glands, native
to Africa and Asia.

B 3 strong musky perfume obtained from the
secretions of the civet’s scent glands.

civeil |'sival| « adj. 1 [atirib.] of or relating to
ordinary citizens and their concerns, as dis-
tinct from military or ecclesiastical matters:
civil aviation.

| (of disorder or conflict) occurring between
citizens of the same country. B (in law) relat-
ing to private relations between members of
a community; noncriminal: a civid action.
2 courteous and polite: we tried to be civil to
him. 3 (of time measurement or a point in
time) fixed by custom or law rather than be-
ing natural or astronomical: civil rwilight starts
at sunset.

DERIVATIVES: civeilely adv.

cisvileisty |ss'vilote| «n. (pl. -ies) conven-

tional politeness and courtesy in behavior or
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clangor

speech: I hope we can treat each other with ci-
vility and respect.

B (civilities) polite remarks used in formal
conversation: she was exchanging civilities with
his mother.

civeil law . . the system of law concerned
with private relations between members of a
community rather than criminal, military, or
religious affairs.

clasdisetics |klo'distiks | » plural n. [treated as
sing.] a method of classification of animals and
plants according to the proportion of meas-
urable characteristics that they have in com-
mon. It is assumed that the higher the pro-
portion of characteristics two organisms
share, the more recently they diverged from a
common ancestor.
DERIVATIVES: cladeism
clasdisetic adj.

claireauedisence |kler'6deans| . n. the sup-
posed faculty of perceiving, as if by hearing,
what is inaudible.
DERIVATIVES: clairsauedient adj. & n.

clairevoysance |kler'voians| -7n. the sup-
posed faculty of seeing things or events in the
future or beyond normal sensory contact: she
stared at the card as if she could contact its writer
by clairvoyance.

| keenness of mental perception; exceptional
insight.

DERIVATIVES: clairevoysant n., adj.
clasmant | 'klamant; 'klem-| » adj. forcing it-
self urgently on the attention: the proper use of
biotechnology has become a clamant question.
DERIVATIVES: clasmantely adv.

clamemy |'klemé| - adj. (clammier, clam-
miest) unpleasantly damp and sticky or
slimy to touch: his skin felt cold and clammy.

m (of air or atmosphere) damp, cool, and un-
pleasant: the clammy armosphere of the cave.
DERIVATIVES: clamemicly | 'klemslé| adv.
clamemieness 7.

USAGE: Clammy is sometimes confused

with muggy, which means “warm and hu-
mid.”

| 'klad,izam| n.

clameor |'klzmor| (Brit. clamour) « . [in
sing.] a loud and confused noise, esp. that of
people shouting vehemently: the questions rose
to a clamor.

B a strongly expressed protest or demand, typ-
ically from a large number of people: the
growing clamor for more police on the beat.
«v. [intrans.) (of a group of people) shout
loudly and insistently: the surging crowds
clamored for attention.

B make a vehement protest or demand: scien-
tists are clamoring for a ban on the pesticide.
DERIVATIVES: clameoreous |-aras| adj.
clameoreousely |-arasle| adv. clameore
ous*ness |-arasnas| n.

clanedesetine |klzn'deston; - tin; -tén;
'kleendas-| « adj. kept secret or done secre-
tively, esp. because illicit: she deserved berter
than these clandestine meetings.
DERIVATIVES: clanedesetineely adv. clane
desstineisty | klendes'tinité| n.

clangeor |'klenxcar| (Brit clangour) . . [in



clagque

sing.] a continuous loud banging or ringing
sound: the deafing clangor of steam hammers.
DERIVATIVES: clangror+ous |'kl&nNzaras|
adj. clangsorroussy |'kKlmNGarasle| ade.
claque | kl=k| - #. a group of people hired to
applaud {or heckle) a performer or public

- speaker.

M a group of sycophantic followers: the presi-
dent was surronnded by a clague of scheming
bureavcrats,

clarsi*on |'klerean| «#. a shrill, narrow-
tubed war trumpet used in ancient times.

H an organ stop with a quality resembling that
of such a trumpet. « adi. loud and clear: clar-
100 trumpeters.

FHRASES: clarion call a strongly expressed
demand or request for action: a clarion call to
young people to join the party.

clasesic |'Klzsik| « adj. judged over a peried
of time to be of the highest guality and out-
standing of its kind: a dassic novel | a classic
car.

B (of a garment or design} of a simple elegant
style not greatly subject to changes in fash-
ion: this classic navy blazer. M remarkably and
instructively vypical: I had all the cdlassic symp-
toms of flu. « #. 1 a work of art of recopnized
and established value: sis books have become
classics.

B3 garment of a simple, elegant, and long-
lasting style. @ a thing that is memorable and
a very good example of us kind: vesterday’
game will be remembered as @ classic. 2 {usu,
Classies) a school subject thar involves the
study of ancient Greek and Latin literature,
philosophy, and history.

B (usu. the classics) the works of ancient
Greek and Latin writers and philosophers.
3 a major sports ToUMAament or Competition,
as in golf or tennis: the Bob Hope Desert Clas-
sic,

usacE: Traditionally, classic means ‘typi-
cal; excellent as an example; timeless,’ and
classical means ‘of {esp. Greek or Roman)
antiquity. Thus: John Ford divected many clas-
sic Westerns, The temiple was biglt in the classical
sple, Great art is considered classie, not
classical, unless it is created in the forms of
antiquity. Classical muséc is formal and so-
phisticared music adhering to certain srylis-
tic principles, esp. European symphonic and
chamber music of the late 18th and early
19th century, but a ¢lassic fofk seng is one that
well expresses its culture. A dassical educa-
fioit exposes a student to classical literature,
history, and languages {(esp. Latin and
Greek}, but the study of Greek and Latin
languages and their literatures is also re-
ferred to as classics, as in I majored in classics.

clasesiscal | 'Klzsikal| « adi. 1 of or relating 1o
ancient Greek or Latin literature, art, or cul-
wire: classical mythology.

® {of art or architecture} influenced by ancient
Greek or Roman forms or principles. B (of
language) having the form used by the an-
cient standard authors: eclassical  Larin
Ebased on the study of ancient Greek and
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Latin: a ofassical education. 2 (typically of a
form of art) regarded as representing an ex-
emplary standard; tradidonal and long-
established in form or style: a classical balicr.
3 of or relating to the first significant period
of an area of study: dassical Marcism.

¥ relating to or based upon conceprs and the-
ories in physics that preceded the theories of
relativity and quantum mechanics; Newton-
tan: classical physics.

DERIVATIVES: classsiscalsism |- lizam| ».
clasesircalristy | kl®sa'k=zlaté| #. clasesis
cally |-ik{a)le| adw.

classsiscism |'klzsasizam| « n. the follow-
g of ancient Greek or Roman principles
and style in art and literature, generally asso-
ciated with harmony, restraint, and adher-
ence to recognized standards of form and
craftsmanship, esp. from the Renaissance w
the 18th century. Often contrasted with ko-
MANTICISM.

B (he following of traditional and lJong-
established theories or styles.

class+ism |'kles izam| » o prejudice against
or in favor of people belonging to a particu-
lar social class.

DERIVATIVES: classeist adj, & n.

clasetic |'klzstik| » gdf. denoting rocks com-
posed of broken pieces of older rocks.

clausetral |'klastral| » adi. of or relating to a
cloister or religious house: clausiral buidings.

8 enveloping; confining: this daustral heat.

clausetrosphoebica | klostra'fobéa| » n. ex-
treme or irrational fear of conflined places,
DERIVATIVES: clausstrosphobe |'klostra
[fob| #. claussoro=phabic ady

cleave! |klev| « o {past clove |klov | or cleft
| kleftkleft | or cleaved |klévd | ; paslpart. clo-
ven ['Klgvan| or cleft or cleaved) [irans]
split or sever (something), esp. along a natu-
ral line or grain: a large ax used to cleave wood
Jor the fire.

m split {2 molecule} by breaking a particular
chemical bond. @ make a way through (some-
thing) forcefully, as if by splitting it apart: they
watched a swan cleave the snooth water |
[intrans.) ar unstoppable warrior clove through
thetr ranks. W [inlrans.] {of a cell) divide: rhe egg
cleaves to form a cluster af cefls.
DERIVATIVES: cleavearble adj.

cleave? . = [intrans.] (cleave to) stick fast to:
Fose’s mouth was dey, her tongue cleaving 1o the
roof of her mouth.

B adhere strengly to (a particular pursuit or
belief}: parr of why we deave 1o spores is that in
them excellence 15 so measurable. W become very
strongly involved with or emotionally
amtached to {someone): & was fus chotce W0
cleave to the Roosevelts.

cleft |kleft| past participle of CLEAVEL. « adf.
split, divided, ot partially divided into two: a
cleft chin. | a cleft lip.

clemeenscy |'klemansé| » #. mildness in the
exercise of authority or power; mercy; leni-
ence: an appeal for clemency.

clemeent |'klemant| «adi 1 (of weather)
mild. 2 (of a person or a person’s actions)
merciful.



clerestory

clereestoery |'klir,store| (also clearstory)
« 7. (pl. -ies) the upper part of the nave, choir,
and transepts of a large church, containing a
series of windows. It is clear of the roofs of the
aisles and admits light to the central parts of
the building.

B such a series of windows in a church or sim-
ilar windows in another building. ™ a raised
section of roof running down the center of a
railroad car, with small windows or ventila-
tors.

clereic |'klerik| « z. a priest or minister of a
Christian church.

M 3 priest or religious leader in any religion.

clersiecal |'klerikal| « adj. 1 (of a job or per-
son) concerned with or relating to work in an
office, esp. routine documentation and ad-
ministrative tasks: she felt stifled by clerical
work. 2 of or relating to the clergy: attired in
his clerical outfir.

DERIVATIVES: clersiscaleism |- lizom| #n.
(in sense 2). clereiecaleist |-ist| n. (in sense
2). clerciscalely |-ik(a)le| adv.

clieché |kle'sna kli-; 'kle,sua| (also cliche)
« n. a phrase or opinion that is overused and
betrays a lack of original thought: the old cliché
“one man’s meat is another man’s poison.”

B a very predictable or unoriginal thing or per-
son.

clieent |'kliant| «# 1 a person or organiza-
tion using the services of a lawyer or other
professional person or company: insurarce
tailor-made to a client’s requirements.

® 3 person receiving social or medical services:
a client referred for counseling. W (also client
state) a nation that is dependent on another,
more powerful nation. 2 (in a network) a
desktop computer or workstation that is ca-
pable of obtaining information and applica-
tions from a server.

H (also client application or program) a pro-
gram that is capable of obtaining a service
provided by another program. 3 (in ancient
Rome) a plebeian under the protection of a
patrician.

# a dependent; a hanger-on.
DERIVATIVES: cli*enteship |- sHip| 7.

clieenetele | kliantel; kle-| »n. [treated as
sing. or pl.] clients collectively: the doctor has an
upscale clientele.

B the customers of a shop, bar, or place of en-
tertainment: the dancers don’t mix with the cli-
entele.

cliemacstereic | kli'mzktarik; kli, mzk'terik |
« n. a critical period or event: the first real cli-
macteric in twentieth-century poerry.

o the period of life when fertility and sexual ac-
tivity are in decline; (in women) menopause.
H the ripening period of certain fruits such as
apples, involving increased metabolism and
only possible while still on the tree. . adj.
having extreme and far-reaching implications
or results; critical: so climacteric a weapon as
nerve gas.

B occurring at, characteristic of, or undergoing
the climacteric; (in women) menopausal.
| (of a fruit) undergoing a climacteric.

cliemacstic | kli'maktik; kla-| « adj. (of an ac-

76

cloister

tion, event, or scene) exciting or thrilling and
acting as a climax to a series of events: the
film’s climactic scenes.

DERIVATIVES: clismacsticcally |-ik(3)le|
adv.

clismate | 'klimit| » 7. the weather conditions
prevailing in an area in general or over a long
period: our cold, wet climate.

B a region with particular prevailing weather
conditions: vacationing tn a warm climate.
® the prevailing trend of public opinion or of
another aspect of public life: ke current eco-
nomic climate.

DERIVATIVES: cliemateic |kli'metik| ady.
clismateiecal |kli'meatikal] adj. clismateie
calely |Kkli'meatik(s)le| adv.

clime |klim| « #. (usu. climes) a region con-
sidered with reference to its climate: Florida
and other sunny climes.

clineic |'klinik| « 7. 1 a place or hospital de-
partment where outpatients are given medi-
cal treatment or advice, esp. of a specialist na-
ture: a mental health clinic.

M an occasion or time when such treatment or
advice is given: were now holding regular clin-
ics. ® a gathering at a hospital bedside for the
teaching of medicine or surgery. 2 a confer-
ence or short course on a particular subject:
a ski clinic.

clieniecian |klo'nisHan| « 7. a doctor having
direct contact with and responsibility for
patients, rather than one involved with theo-
retical or laboratory studies.

clique |klek; klik} « 7. a small group of peo-
ple with shared interests or other features in
common who spend time together and do not
readily allow others to join them.
DERIVATIVES: clisquish adj. cli*quishe
ness 7.

cliteoeriedecetoemy | klidsra'dektomé| «n.
(pl. -ies) excision of the clitoris; female cir-
cumcision.

cliteoeris | 'klitaras| » #. a small sensitive and
erectile part of the female genitals at the front
end of the vulva.

DERIVATIVES: cliteoeral | 'klitaral| adj.
cloeasca |kic'aka| sn (pl. cloacae |-ké&;
-,s€|) a common cavity at the end of the di-
gestive tract for the release of both excretory
and genital products in vertebrates (except
most mammals) and certain invertebrates.
B 3 sewer.
DERIVATIVES: clorascal adj.

cloiesonené | kloiza'na klwiz-| (also cloi-
sonné enamel) . n. enamelwork in which
the different colors are separated by strips of
flattened wire placed edgewise on a metal
backing.

cloiseter |'kloistar| « 7. a covered walk in a
convent, monastery, college, or cathedral,
typically with a wall on one side and a colon-
nade open to a quadrangle on the other.

& (the cloister) monastic life: ke was inclined
more 1o the cloister than the sword. W a convent
or monastery. B any place or position of se-
clusion: college is a cloister apart from the cares
of the world.  v. [trans.] seclude or shut up in
or as if in a convent or monastery: they clois-




clone

tered their children in boarding schools | she clois-
ters herself at home.

DERIVATIVES: cloisetered adj. cloisetral
| 'kloistral | adj.

clone |klon| « n. a group of organisms or cells
produced asexually from one ancestor or
stock, to which they are genetically identical.

# an individual organism or cell so produced.
B 3 person or thing regarded as identical to
another: successful women don’t want to be male
clones. ® a microcomputer designed to simu-
late exactly the operation of another, typically
more expensive, model: an IBM PC clone.
« v. [trans.] propagate (an organism or cell) as
a clone.

mmake an identical copy of. Mreplicate (a
fragment of DNA placed in an organism) so
that there is enough to analyze or use in pro-
tein production. W illegally copy the security
codes from (a cell phone) to one or more oth-
ers as a way of obtaining free calls.
DERIVATIVES: cloneal |'klonl| adj.

closed shop . n. a place of work where all
employees must belong to a labor union.

closeted | | - adj. keeping something secret,
esp. the fact of being homosexual: among
those who wvoted against it were some closeted
gays. | he remained closeted through his twenties.

cloesure |'klozHar| « # an act or process of
closing something, esp. an institution, thor-
oughfare, or frontier, or of being closed: road
closures| hospitals that face closure.

| 3 thing that closes or seals something, such
as a cap or zipper. B a resolution or conclu-
sion to a work or process: ke brings moder-
nistic closure to his narrative. ®the state of
arriving at a sense of completion, or of com-
ing to terms with an emotional loss: ke felz thar
he couldn’t obtain closure without seeing her
again.

Cloetho |'kloTHG | one of the three Fates of
Greek mythology, the one who spins the
thread of life.

cloeture |'klocHar | « #. [mass noun] (in a legis-
lative assembly) a procedure for ending a de-
bate and taking a vote:{as adj.] a cloture motion.
«ov. [trans.] apply cloture to (a debate or
speaker) in a legislative assembly.

cloy |kloi| - v. [trans.] fusu. as adj.] (cloying)
disgust or sicken (someone) with an excess of
sweetness, richness, or sentiment: a romantic,
rather cloying story | a curious bittersweetness
that cloys the senses | [intrans.] the first long sip
gives a malty taste that never cloys.
DERIVATIVES: cloyeingely adv.

coeageuclate |ko'zgys,lat| » . [intrans.] (of a
fluid, esp. blood) change to a solid or semi-
solid state: blood had coagulated around the
edges of the wound.

B [trans.] cause (a fluid) to change to a solid or

semisolid state: epinephrine coagulates the
blood.
DERIVATIVES: co*ageurlasble |-labal| adj.
corageuclant n. a substance that causes co-
agulation. co*ageuclastion | ko,zgya'lasHon |
n. co*ageuclastive |- lativ| adj. cocageucla
tor |- lator| n.

coeaclesce | kos'les| » o [intrans.] come to-
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gether and form one mass or whole: the pud-
dles had coalesced into shallow streams |
[with infinitive] zhe separate details coalesce to
form a single body of scientific thought.

W [trans.] combine (elements) in a mass or
whole: 10 help coalesce the community, they
established an office.

DERIVATIVES: co*a*lesecence |-'lesans| 7.
coraclesecent |-'lesant| adj.

coeaclistion | kos'lisHan| « 7 an alliance for
combined action, esp. a temporary alliance of
political parties or of states: a coalition of mod-
erate Republicans and disaffected Dewmocrats |
[as adj.] a coalition government.
DERIVATIVES: cocaclistioneal adj. coraclie
tioneist |-nist| 7.

coraxei*al |ko'eksesl| « ad). having a com-
mon axis.

B (of a cable or line) transmitting by means of
two concentric conductors separated by an
insulator.

DERIVATIVES: co*axeisally adv.
co-belsligeereent |koba'lijarant| « n. any of

two or more nations engaged in war as allies.

DERIVATIVES: co-beleligeer+ence 7.

coeca |'koka| ¢ n. a tropical American shrub
(Erythroxylum coca)that is widely grown for
its leaves, which are the source of cocaine. Cf.
CACAO.

® the dried leaves of this shrub, which are
mixed with lime and chewed as a stimulant
by native peoples of western South America.

cocecyX | 'kiksiks| « 7. (pl. coccyges | 'kik, s
\Jéz| or coccyxes | 'kiksiksiz|) a small, trian-
gular bone at the base of the spinal column in
humans and some apes, formed of fused ves-
tigial vertebrae.

DERIVATIVES: cocecygee*al |kak'sijésl| adj.
cocheieneal | 'kicHs,nesl; 'ko-| « n. 1 a scar-
let dye used chiefly for coloring food.

®m the dried bodies of a female scale insect,
which are crushed to yield this dye. ® a simi-
lar dye or preparation made from the oak ker-
mes insect (see KERMES). 2 (cochineal in-
sect) the scale insect (Dactylopius coccus) that
is used for cochineal, native to Mexico and
formerly widely cultivated on cacti.

cockeasma*mie |'kiks,mame; kiks'mamé|
(also cockamamy) . adj. ridiculous; implau-
sible.

cockeastrice | 'kikotris; -,tris| « 7. a mythical
reptile with a lethal gaze or breath; a basilisk.

m a mythical animal depicted in heraldry as a
two-legged dragon (wyvern) with a cock’s
head.

cockele! |'kiikal| « 7. 1 an edible, burrowing
bivalve mollusk (genus Cardium) with a
strong ribbed shell. 2 (also cockleshell) a
small shallow boat.

PHRASES: warm the cockles of one’s
heart give one a comforting feeling of pleas-
ure or contentment.

cockele? . v. [intrans.] (of paper) bulge out in
certain places so as to present a wrinkled or
creased surface; pucker.

cockeney |'kikne| «n. (pl. ~eys) a native of
East London.

m the dialect or accent typical of such people.



cocoa

« adj. of or characteristic of cockneys or their
dialect or accent: cockney humor.

coecoa |'koko| -z a powder made from
roasted and ground cacao seeds.

B 3 hot drink made from such a powder mixed
with milk or water.

coecotte |ko'kot; ko'kdt| en. 1 (usu. en
cocotte) a heatproof dish or small casserole
in which individual portions of food can be
both cooked and served. 2 a fashionable pros-
titute.

coeda |'koda| » n. the concluding passage of
a piece of music or movement, typically
forming an addition to the basic structure.

-® the concluding section of a dance, esp. of a
pas de deux or the finale of a ballet in which
the dancers parade before the audience. ma
concluding event, remark, or section: his new
novel is a kind of coda to his career.

codedie |'kddl| « v. [trans.] 1 treat in an indul-
gent or overprotective way: I was coddled and
cosseted. 2 cook (an egg) in water below boil-
ing point.
DERIVATIVES: codedler |'kidlor; 'kiddl-ar|

n.

coedespendeenccy | koda'pendonse| (also
codependence |-dans|) « n. excessive emo-
tional or psychological reliance on a partner,
typically one with an illness or addiction who
requires support.
DERIVATIVES:
adj. & n.

coedex |'ko,deks| «n. (pl. codices |'kdda
,s€z; 'kidd-| or codexes) an ancient manu-
script text in book form.

= an official list of medicines, chemicals, etc.

codeiecil |'kiidasal; - sil| « 7 an addition or

coede*pendeent |-dont|

supplement that explains, modifies, or
revokes a will or part of one.

DERIVATIVES: codeiscilslasry | kida
'silare | adj.

codeiefy |'kids, fi; 'kod-| -2 (-ies, -ied)
[trans.] arrange (laws or rules) into a system-
atic code.

B arrange according to a plan or system: Verd:
helped codify an international operatic culture.
DERIVATIVES: codei*fiecastion | kiddafs
'kasHon; kod-] n. codeificer |'kidds,fiar;
'kod-| n.

coeefefiecient | koo'fisHant| » 7. 1 a numeri-
cal or constant quantity placed before and
multiplying the variable in an algebraic ex-
pression (e.g., 4 in 4x¥). 2 a multiplier or fac-
tor that measures some physical or dynamic
property: coefficients of elasticity.

coeecqual |ko'ekwal| «adj. equal with one
another; having the same rank or importance:
coequal partners. « n. a person or thing equal
with another.

DERIVATIVES: cosesqualeisty | ko-i'kwil-
ité| n.

co®erce |ko'srs| « v [trans.] persuade (an un-
willing person) to do something by using
force or threats: they were coerced into silence.

B obtain (something) by such means: their con-
fessions were allegedly coerced by torture.
DERIVATIVES: co*erecicble |ko'arsabal|
adj. coeerecion | ko'arzHon; -sHan| n.
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coeesterenal | ko-i'tarnl| - adj. equally eter-
nal; existing with something else eternally:
creation is not coeternal with God.
DERIVATIVES: co*estersnalsly adv. coce*
terenisty n.

coeeeval |ko'eval| » adj. having the same age
or date of origin; contemporary: these lavas
were coeval with the volcanic activity. «n. a
person of roughly the same age as oneself; a
contemporary: like his coevals, he yearned for
stabiliry.

DERIVATIVES: coseevaleisty | ko-g'valité|
n. coee*valely adv.

coegeneeerastion | ko,jena'rasHan| » n. the
generation of electricity and useful heat
jointly, esp. the utilization of the steam left
over from electricity generation for heating.

coegent |'kojont| » adj. (of an argument or
case) clear, logical, and convincing.
DERIVATIVES: co*genecy n. cosgentely adv.

cogpeistate | 'kijs,tat| « ». [intrans ] think deeply
about something; meditate or reflect: he
stroked his beard and retired to cogitate.
DERIVATIVES: cogei*tastion | kijs'tasHan |
n. cogeistastive |-tativ| ad). cogeistastor
|- tatar| n.

cogenate |'kig,nat| « adj. 1 (of a word) hav-
ing the same linguistic derivation as another;
from the same original word or root (e.g.,
English is, German sz, Latin esz from Indo-
European eszi.) 2 related; connected: cognate
subjects such as physics and chemistry.

B related to or descended from a common an-
cestor. « n. 1a cognate word. 2 (in legal con-
texts) a blood relative.

DERIVATIVES: cogenaterly adv. cogenate®
ness n.

cogenietion | kig'nisHon| » . the mental ac-
tion or process of acquiring knowledge and
understanding through thought, experience,
and the senses.

® 3 result of this; a perception, sensation, no-
tion, or intuition.

DERIVATIVES: cogenistioneal |-sHonl| adj.
cogenictive adj.

cogenistive diseso*nance . n. the state of
having inconsistent thoughts, beliefs, or atti-
tudes, esp. as relating to behavioral decisions
and attitude change.

® psychological conflict resulting from irrec-
oncilable disparity from sensory imputs.

cogeniezasble |'kignazobal; kig'niz-| « adj.
1 perceptible; clearly identifiable. 2 within
the jurisdiction of a court of law.

cogeniezance |'kignazons| « n. 1 knowledge,
awareness, or notice: ke was deputed 1o bring
the affair to the cognizance of the court.

® the action of taking judicial notice. 2 a dis-
tinctive heraldic device or mark, esp. an em-
blem or badge formerly worn by retainers of
a noble house.

DERIVATIVES: cogeni*zant adj.

cogeno*men |kig'nomon; 'kignaman| . n.
an extra personal name given to an ancient
Roman citizen, functioning rather like a nick-
name and typically passed down from father
to son:

B 3 name; a nickname.



cognoscenti

coegnoesceneti | kinyo'sHente;  kigno-|
« plural n. people who are considered to be es-
pecially well informed about a particular sub-
ject: it was hailed by the cognoscenti as one
of the best golf courses in Europe.

cochabeit |ko'hzbit| «v. (cohabited, co-
habiting) [intrans.] 1 live together and have a

-sexual relationship without being married.
2 live together (with); coexist: animals that
can cohabit with humans thrive.
DERIVATIVES: cochabeiteant n. cochabeie
tastion k8 hzbo'tasHon| n. coshabeiteer n.

cochere |ko'hir| «o. [intrans.] 1 be united;
form a whole: our mixed physical and spiritual
natures cohere and mature. 2 (of an argument
or theory) be logically consistent: this view
does not cohere with their other beliefs.

cochereent |ko'hiront| «adj. 1 (of an argu-
ment, theory, or policy) logical and consis-
tent: they failed to develop a coherent economic
strategy.

m (of a person) able to speak clearly and logi-
cally: she was lucid and coherent and did not ap-
pear to be injured. 2 united as or forming a
whole: divided into a number of geographically
coherent kingdoms. 3 (in physics, of waves)
having a constant phase relationship (rela-
tionship in time between successive states or
cycles).

DERIVATIVES: cochersence n. cochersene
cy n. (rare) cochercentely adv.

cocheesion |ko'hezHon| «z. the action or
fact of forming a united whole: the work at pre-
sent lacks cohesion.

B (in physics) the sticking together of particles
of the same substance.

DERIVATIVES: cochessive adj.

cochort | 'ko,hort| « z. 1 [treated as sing. or pl.]
an ancient Roman military unit, comprising
six hundred men (six centurzes), equal to one
tenth of a legion. 2 [treated as sing. or p.] a
group of people banded together or treated as
a group: a cohort of civil servants patiently
drafting legislation.

B a group of people with a common statistical
characteristic: the 1940-44 birth cohort of
women. 3 a supporter or companion: with his
cohorts he stormed the building.

Wan accomplice or conspirator: his three
cohorts each had pled guilty.

USAGE: The co- in cohort is not a prefix
signifying a ‘joint’ or auxiliary relationship
(as in coauthor or codependency). The word
derives from the Latin cohors, an ancient Ro-
man military unit, and also ‘band of people
with a common interest.” Careful writers will
restrict the use of cohort to numerous
groups of a kind, as in a demographic con-
text (the 1946-60 birth cohort), and will not
use it, as is commonly done, to denote an in-
dividual.

coign |koin| « . a projecting corner or angle
of a wall or building.
PHRASES: coign of vantage a favorable po-
sition for observation or action.

cocietus | 'koatas; ko'etas | (also coition) « n.
sexual intercourse.
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DERIVATIVES: coeietal |'koatl; ko'étl| adj.

cocistus inetererupetus |into'roptos|
sexual intercourse in which the penis is with-
drawn before ejaculation.

coleic |'kilik| «n. severe, often fluctuating
pain in the abdomen caused by wind or ob-
struction in the intestines and suffered esp. by
babies.

DERIVATIVES: col*ickey adj.
colelabeocrate |ko'lzborat| «o. [intrans.]
work jointly on an activity, esp. to produce or
create something: ze collaborated with a
distinguished painter on the designs.

W cooperate traitorously with an enemy: during
the war they collaborated with the Nazis.
DERIVATIVES: colelabeoerastion 7. cole
labeoerastive adj. colslabeoeractivesly adv.
colslabeoeractor |- rator| n.

colelage | ko'ldzH; ko-; ko- | « 7. a form of art
in which various materials such as pho-
tographs and pieces of paper or fabric are
arranged and stuck to a backing.

B 3 composition made in this way. B a combi-
nation or collection of various things.
DERIVATIVES: colelageist |-lazHist| n.

colelate |ko'lat; 'ko,lat; 'kil,at| . [trans]
1 collect and combine (texts, information, or
sets of figures) in proper order.

B compare and analyze (texts or other data):
these accounts he collated with his own expe-
rience. M (in printing) verify the order of
(sheets of a book) by their signatures (groups
of pages). 2 appoint (a clergyman) to a ben-
efice.
DERIVATIVES: colelastor |-or]| n.

colslateereal |ko'lztoral; ko'letral| ..
1 something pledged as security for repay-
ment of a loan, to be forfeited in the event of
a default. 2 a person having the same descent
as another but by a different line. «adj.
1 descended from the same stock but by a dif-
ferent line: a collateral descendant of John
Adams. 2 additional but subordinate; second-
ary: the collateral meanings of a word.

B situated side by side; parallel: collareral veins.
DERIVATIVES: colelateerealeicty |ko laeto
'relité| n. colelateercalely adv.

colelastion | ko'lasHon; ko-; ka-| « n. 1 the ac-
tion of collating something: data management
and collation. 2 a light, informal meal.

m (in the Roman Catholic Church) a light
meal allowed during a fast.

coleleague | 'kil,eg| « . a person with whom
one works, esp. in a profession or business.

colelecetasneea | kil ek'tanga| o plural n. [-
also treated as sing.] passages, remarks, and
other pieces of text collected from various
sources.

colelecstive | ka'lektiv| « adj. done by or relat-
ing to people or organizations acting as a
group: a collective protest | collective securiry.

® belonging or relating to all the members of a
group: ministers who share collective responsibil-
ity. M (esp. of feelings or memories) common
to the members of a group: a collective sigh of
relief from parents. ® taken as a whole; aggre-
gate: the collective power of the workforce. « n. a
cooperative enterprise.



collective noun

B a collective farm (the holdings of several
farmers run as a joint enterprise) or similar
organization: an office colfective.
DERIVATIVES ! coldlecttivedly adv. col+lec
tivesness # coldecstiveisty |ka lek'tivite;
kil ek-| .

coblecstive noun :x a count noun that
denotes a group of individuals (e.g., assembly,
family, crew).

UsaGE: Examples of collective nouns in-
clude group, crowd, family, commitiee, class,
and creer. In American English collective
nouns are usually followed by a singular verb
(the croewd wwas nervous), while in Britain it is
more common to follow g collective noun
with a phural verb {the band were laie for their
owen cancert). Wotice that if the verb is singu-
lar, any following pronouns must also be sin-
gular: The council is prepared to acr, but not un-
&l it has taken a poll. When preceded by the
definite article the, the collective noun num-
ber is usvally treated as & singular (the num-
ber of applicants was beyond belief), whereas it
is treated as a plural when preceded by the
indefinite article a (a #wumber of proposals were
copsidered}.

colslecetive un=conesclous . xu. (in Jungian
psychelogy) the part of the unconsclous
mind that is denved from ancestral memory
and experience and is common 1o all human-
kind or to some race or people, as distinct
from the individual’s unconscious.

colslesgiate |ka'lzjst] + adi 1 belonging or
telating 10 or characteristic of a college or its
students: coffegiare life. 2 {of a university)
composed of different colleges.

M (of a church) in the joint charge of two min-
isters.

colelier |'kilyar| « #. 1 a coal miner. 2 a ship
carrying coal.
DERIVATIVES colliery n o place where
coal is mined.

cobloscate |'kalskac| + 2 1 [intrans] {of a
word) be habitually juxtaposed with another
with a frequency greater than chance:
“maiden collocates with “vovage” 2 [trans.]
place side by side or in a particular relation:
[as ad]] {collocated) McAndrew was a coffo-
cated facilivy with Argentia Noval Station. «n
a word that is habitually juxtaposed with an-
other with a frequency greater than chance:
coflocates for “mortgage” include “lend” and
“property.

coldloid |'kil,oid| - #. a homogenecus, non-
crystalline substance consisting of large mol-
ecules or ultramicroscopic particles of one
substance dispersed uniformly through a sec-
ond substance, Colloids include gels (semi-
solids in hiquid), sols (solids in liquid}, and
emulsions {liquids in liquid); the partcles do
not settle and cannot be separated out by or-
dinary filering ot centrifuging like those in a
SUSPEnSIo.

® a substance of gelatinous consistency. « ady.
[attrib.] of the nawre of, relating 10, or charac-
terized by a colloid or colloids.
DERIVATIVES: coldoirdal |ka'loidl| ady
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colslosquisal |ka'lokwesl| «adi. (of lan-
guage) used in ordinary or familiar conversa-
tion; ot formal ot literary.

DERIVATIVES: ¢col'dosqui-al«ly ady

colslosgquisaltism |ks'lbkweslizam| «n.
1 celloquial style. 2 a colloquial expression.

collorqulsum |ka'lokweam| « s (pl. collo=
quinms or colloquia |-kwéa|) an academic
conference or semimnar.

coltlorquy |'kilskwe| « 2 {pl. -ies) 1 a dis-
course or conversatian: they broke off their col-
loguy at once | an evening of sephisticated collo-
gquy. 2 a gathering for discussion of
theological questions.

colllude |ka'lcod| «w [infrans.] come 1o a se-
cret understanding for 2 harmful purpose;
conspire: industry leaders colluded in price-
Fixing | the president accused his opponents of
colluding with foreigners.

DERIVATIVES: eolsludser #.

colslussion |ka'loozean| « 2. secrer or illegal
cooperation Or conspiracy, esp. in order to
cheat or deceive others: the armed forces were
working in collusion with drug waffickers |
collusion between media otoners and political
leaders. .

W such cooperation ot conspiracy between os-
tensible opponents in a lawsuit.
DERIVATIVES: coltlussive |-siv; -ziv| ady
col-lussivesly |-ivle; -zivle | ade.

cocloneic |ko'linik; ka-| « adj, of, relating to,
or aflectng the colon. «x. an act or instance
of fluid cleansing {via the anus) of the colon
{colonic irrigation), performed for its sup-
posed therapeutic benefirs.

cobon*nade | kila'nad| -n a row of
columns supporting a roof, an entablature, or
arches. Cf. ARCADE.

u 3 row of trees or other tall objects.
DERIVATIVES: colson+nad+ed adf.

colsgerastuera | kalars'toors; kil-| « # clab-
orate ornamentation of a vocal melody, esp.
in operatic singing by a soprano.

W (also coloratura soprano) a sopranoe skilled
in such singing.

colrored |'kalard| (Bt coloured) . adi
1 having or having been given a color or col-
ors, esp. 4s opposed o being black, white, or
neutral: brightly coloved bivds are ¢asier ro see |
[in combination] a peach-colored sofa.

8 imbued with an emotive or exaggerated
quality: Bighly coloved examples were used
by both sides. 2 (also Colored) wholly or
partly of nonwhite descent (now usually of-
fensive in the US}). m relating 1o people who
are wholly or partly of nonwhite descent: a
cofeved cfub,

m (also Coloured) S, African used as an ethnic
label for people of mixed ethnic origin,
including African slave, Malay, Chinese, and
white. « n. 1 (also Colored) (dated and usu-
ally offensive) a person who is wholly or
partly of nonwhite descent.

m S African a person of mixed ethnic origin
speaking Afrikaans or English as his or her
mother tongue, 2 (coloreds) clothes, sheers,
etc., that are any color but white (used esp. in
the context of washing and color fastness},
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usaGE: Colored referring to skin color is
first recorded in the early 17th century and
was adopted in the US by emancipated
slaves as a term of racial pride after the end
of the Civil War. For the term’s later history,
see usage at black.

coleor-field painteing (also colorfield) « n. a
style of abstract painting prominent from the
late 1940s to the 1960s that features large
expanses of unmodulated color covering the
greater part of the canvas. Barnett Newman
and Mark Rothko were considered its chief
exponents.

coleoreist |'kolarist| (Brit. colourist) - . an
artist or designer who uses color in a special
or skillful way.

B 3 person who tints black-and-white prints,
photographs, or movies. ® a hairdresser who
specializes in dyeing people’s hair.

coclosesal |ka'lidsal| « adj. extremely large: a
colossal amount of mail| a colossal mistake.

® (of an arrangement of columns) having more
than one story. B (of a statue) at least twice
life size.

DERIVATIVES: co*losesalely adv.

colteish |'koltisH| « adj. energetic but awk-
ward in one’s movements or behavior.
DERIVATIVES: colteishely adv. colteishe
ness 7.

coleucbrine |'kil(y)s,brin| «adj. of or be-
longing to a snake; snakelike: colubrine coils.

colsumebareisum | kilom'beream| «n. (pl.
columbaria |-'berés|) a room or building
with niches for funeral urns to be stored.

co*ma |'kdoms| « n. a state of deep uncon-
sciousness that lasts for a prolonged or indef-
inite period, caused esp. by severe injury or
illness: the crash left him in a comal|

B 3 similar apparent lack of consciousness: a
victim of a legislative coma.

comeastose |'koma,tds; 'kima-| » adj. of or
in a state of deep unconsciousness (coma),
for a prolonged or indefinite period, esp. as a
result of severe injury or illness: she had been
comatose for seven months | lying in a comatose
state.

& (of a person or thing) extremely exhausted,
lethargic, or sleepy: the economy remains al-
most comatose.

comebusstieble |kom'bastabsl| » adj. able to
catch fire and burn easily: highly combustible
paint thinner.

B excitable; easily annoyed: combustible person-
alities. + n. a combustible substance.
DERIVATIVES: comebuseticbilsiety
basta'bilite | n.

comebusetion |kom'bascHon| +n  the
process of burning something: the combustion
of fossil fuels.

B rapid chemical combination of a substance
with oxygen, involving the production of heat
and light. ®violent excitement or commo-
tion.
DERIVATIVES: come*busetive |-'bastiv| adj.

comeeedy of maneners . n. a comedy that
satirizes behavior in a particular social group,
esp. upper-class society.

| koam

commination

comerly |'komlé| . adj. (comelier, comeli-
est) (typically of a woman) pleasant to look
ar; attractive.

B agreeable; suitable.

DERIVATIVES: comerlieness 7.
co*meseti*ble |ka'mestabal| «n. (usu. co-
mestibles) an item of food: a fridge groan-
ing with comestibles. « adj. edible: comestible
plants.

comeic reelief « #n. comic episodes in a dra-
matic or literary work that offset more seri-
ous portions.

B a character or characters providing this.
B comical episodes that serve to release ten-
sion in real life.

comeiety |'kidmite| «n (pl. -ies) 1 courtesy
and considerate behavior toward others. 2 an
association of nations for their murtual ben-
efit.

B (also comity of nations) the mutual recog-
nition by nations or other jurisdictions of the
laws and customs of others.

comemanedeer | kimon'dir| . . [trans.] offi-
cially take possession or control of (some-
thing), esp. for military purposes: telegraph
and telephone lines were commandeered by the
generals.

B take possession of (something) without au-
thority: he hoisted himself onto a table, com-
mandeering it as a speaker’s platform. 8 [with
obj. and infinitive] enlist (someone) to help in a
task, typically against the person’s will: ke
commandeered the men to find a table. Cf. Ap-
PROPRIATE.

comemecdia dell’arete |ko'mades dal ‘drte|
« n. an improvised kind of popular comedy in
Italian theaters in the 16th-18th centuries,
based on stock characters. Actors adapted
their comic dialogue and action according to
a few basic plots (commonly love intrigues)
and to topical issues.

comemenesalsism |ka'mensa,lizom| « 7. (in
biology) an association between two organ-
isms in which one benefits and the other de-
rives neither benefit nor harm. Cf. SYMBIOSIS.
DERIVATIVES: commensal adj. commen-
sality n.

comemenesuerasble |ko'mensorabal; ks
'mencHarabsl| «adj. 1 measurable by the
same standard: the finite is nor commensu-
rable with the infinite. 2 [predic.] (commen-
surable to) proportionate to. 3 (of numbers)
in a ratio equal to a ratio of integers.
DERIVATIVES: comemenesucrasbileisty
| ko, mensara'biloté; -,mencHs>-| #n. come
menesucrasbly |ko'mensarablé; -'mencHa-|
adv.

comemenesuerate |ka'mensarat; -'mencHo- |
« adj. corresponding in size or degree; in pro-
portion: salary will be commensurate with
experience | such heavy responsibility must re-
cez"ve commensurate reward.

DERIVATIVES: comemencsucratesly adv.
comemenesusrastion 7.

comemienastion | kima'nasHan| « n. the ac-
tion of threatening divine vengeance.

| the recital of divine threats against sinners in
the Anglican Liturgy for Ash Wednesday.
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comeminegle |ka'miNGgal; ki-| «v. mingle
together; mix; blend: [intrans.] the dust had
commingled with the rain| [trans.] publicly
reproved for commingling funds.

comemiseereate |ko'mizo,rat| eo. [intrans ]
express or feel sympathy or pity; sympathize:
she went over 1o commiserate with Rose on
her unfortunate circumstances.
DERIVATIVES: comemiseersastion |k mizd
'rasHon | 7. comemiseereactive |-rativ| adj.

comemisesar |'kimosir; kima'sir| ¢z an
official of the Communist Party, esp. in the
former Soviet Union or present-day China,
responsible for political education and orga-
nization.

®m a head of a government department (com-
missariat) in the former Soviet Union before
1946. W a strict or prescriptive figure of au-
thority: our academic commissars.

comemisesareieat | kimoa'serést| « n. 1a de-
partment for the supply of food and equip-
ment, esp. in the military. 2 a government de-
partment of the USSR before 1946.

comemisesarey |'kimos,seré| « n. (pl. -ies) 1a
restaurant in a movie studio, military base,
prison, or other institution.

B a store that sells food and drink to soldiers
or other members of an organization. 2 a dep-
uty or delegate.
DERIVATIVES:
'seréal| adj.

comemitetal |ka'mitl{ «» 1 the action of
sending a person to an institution, esp. prison
or a psychiatric hospital: his committal to
prison| [as adj.] commirtal proceedings. 2 the
burial of a corpse. 3 commitment.

comemodeiefy |ka'mida fi| « v (-ies, -ied)
[trans.] turn into or treat as a commodity: [as
adj.] (commodified) arz has become commod-
ified.
DERIVATIVES: comemod*ificcastion |kd
,miadsfa'kasHan | n.

comemoedicous |ka'modeas| «adj. 1 formal
(esp. of furniture or a building) roomy and
comfortable. 2 convenient.
DERIVATIVES: comemocdioussly
comemordi*ous*ness 7.

comemodeicty |ko'miditeé| -7 (pl. -ies) a
raw material or primary agricultural product
that can be bought and sold, such as copper
or coffee.

® a useful or valuable thing, such as water or
time.

comemonealsiety |'kimon zlite| .7 (pl.
-ies) 1 [in sing.] the state of sharing features
or attributes: a commonality of interest insures
cooperation.

B a shared feature or attribute: we discern the
commonalities between these writers. 2 (the
commonality) another term for COMMON-
ALTY.

comemonealety |'kimonl-té| « n. [treated as
pl.] (the commonalty) people without spe-
cial rank or position; common people: a peti-
tion by the earls, barons, and commonalty of the
realm.

B the general body of a group.

comemon {aw . . the part of English law that

comemisesareical | kdmo

adv.

commune

is derived from custom and judicial prece-
dent rather than statutes.

B the body of English law adopted, beginning
in the 1770s, by all US states except Louisana
(which follows a form of CIVIL LAW), and sub-
sequently adapted. Federal law has also
developed in this way. Compare with CIvIL
LAw. B [as adi.] (common-law) denoting a
partner in a marriage recognized under com-
mon law, not by a civil or ecclesiastical cere-
mony. Such marriages are now recognized in
only a few states of the US. B [as adj.] denot-
ing a partner in a long-term relationship of
cohabitation.

comemoneplace |'kimoan,plas| « adj. not un-
usual; ordinary: unemployment was common-
place in his profession.

B not interesting or original; trite: the usual
commonplace remarks. «n. 1 a usual or ordi-
nary thing: bombing has become almost a com-
monplace of life there.

B 3 trite saying or topic; a platitude: 7t is a com-
monplace to talk of the young being alienated. 2 a
quotation copied into a commonplace book,
a collection of notable extracts from other
works for personal use.

DERIVATIVES: comemoneplacesness n.
comemoneweal |'kimonwel| <n (the
commonweal) the welfare of the public.
comemonewealth |'kimon,weltH| « 7. 1 an
independent country or community, esp. a
democratic republic.

B an aggregate or grouping of countries or
other bodies. B a community or organization
of shared interests in a nonpolitical field: tke
Christian commonwealth | the commonwealth of
letters. ®ma self-governing unit voluntarily
grouped with the US, such as Puerto Rico.
® the formal title offour states of the US:
Kentucky, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and
Virginia. ® the title of the federated Austral-
ian states. ® (the Commonwealth) the re-
publican period of government in Britain be-
tween the execution of Charles Iin 1649 and
the Restoration of Charles II in 1660. 2 (the
Commonwealth) (in full the Common-
wealth of Nations) an international associa-
tion consisting of the UK together with states
that were previously part of the British Em-
pire, and dependencies. The British monarch
is the symbolic head of the Commonwealth.
3 (the commonwealth) archaic the general
good.

comemuenal |ka'myconl| « adj. 1 shared by
all members of a community; for common
use: a communal bathroom.

m of|, relating to, or done by a community: com-
munal pride. ® involving the sharing of work
and property: communal living. 2 (of conflict)
between different communities, esp. those
having different religions or ethnic origins:
violent communal riots.
DERIVATIVES: comemuenalsiety | kidmya
'nzlité| n. com*muenalsly adv.

comemune! |'kim,yoon| n. 1 a group of
people living together and sharing posses-
sions and responsibilities.

a2 communal settlement in a communist
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country. 2 the smallest French territorial di-
vision for administrative purposes. 3 (the
Commune) the group that seized the mu-
nicipal government of Paris in the French
Revolution and played a leading part in the
Reign of Terror until suppressed in 1794.

B (also the Paris Commune) the municipal
.government organized on communalistic
principles elected in Paris in 1871. It was
soon brutally suppressed by government
troops.

comemunez |ka'myocon| 2. ([intrans.]
1 (commune with) share one’s intimate
thoughts or feelings with (someone or some-
thing), esp. when the exchange is on a spiri-
tual level: to commune with God.

B feel in close spiritual contact with: com-
muning with nature on the bank of a stream.
2 receive Holy Communion.

comemuenism |'kimys,nizom| «n (often
Communism) 1 a political theory derived
from Karl Marx, advocating class war and
leading to a society in which all property is
publicly owned and each person works and is
paid according to his or her abilities and
needs. See also MARXISM, SOCIALISM. 2 a sys-
tem of society with property vested in the
community and each member working for
the common benefit: the primitive communism
of the tribe | Shaker communism.
DERIVATIVES: comemuenist 7.
comemuenisetic | kimya'nistik| ad.

communitarianism | ka,myoona'terea
,nizom| ez a theory or system of social or-
ganization based on small self-governing
communities.

® an ideology that emphasizes the responsibil-
ity of the individual to the community and
the social importance of the family unit.
DERIVATIVES: com*mucnistarsican adj. &

& adj.

n .

comemuetaction | kimys'tasHon| +#n. (in
law) the action or process, or an instance, of
commuting a judicial sentence: was sentenced
to life in prison but got a commutation.

m the conversion of a legal obligation or enti-
tlement into another form, e.g., the replace-
ment of an annuity or series of payments by
a single payment.

comemute |ka'mycot| «v. 1 [intrans.] travel
some distance between one’s home and place
of work on a regular basis: she conmmuted
SfromWestport in to Grand Central. 2 [trans.] re-
duce (a judicial sentence, esp. a sentence of
death) to another less severe one: the governor
recently commuted the sentences of several women
convicted of killing their husbands.

B (commute something for/into) change
one kind of payment or obligation for (an-
other). B replace (an annuity or other series
of payments) with a single payment: if he had
commuted some of his pension, he would have
received $330,000. 3 [intrans.] (of two mathe-
matical operations or quantities) have a
commutative relationship (in which the or-
der of the quantitics involved does not affect
the result of an operation, e.g., axb gives the
same result as bXa). «n. a regular journey

compass

of some distance to and from one’s place of

work.

DERIVATIVES: comemuteer n. (in sense 1).
comepact! |kam'pazkt; kdm-; 'kdm,pazkt|

«adj. closely and neatly packed together;

dense: a compact cluster of houses.

B having all the necessary components or fea-
tures neatly fitted into a small space: a com-
pact car. B (of a person or animal) small, solid,
and well-proportioned. ® (of speech or writ-
ing) concise in expression: a compact sum-
mary of the play. «v. [trans.] (often be com-
pacted) exert force on (something) to make
it more dense; compress: the waste is com-
pacted before disposal | [as adj] (compacted)
compacted paper.

| [intrans.] (of a substance) become compressed
in this way: the snow hardened and compacted.
DERIVATIVES: comepacetion |kom'pzk-
SHon| n. comepactely adv. comepacteness
n. comepacetor |kam'pzktar; kdm-; 'kim
,pxktar| (also comepacteer) ».

comepact? |'kidm pakt| « n. a formal agree-
ment or contract between two or more par-
ties. .. |kom'pzkt; kim-; 'kidm,pekt|
[trans.] make or enter into (a formal agree-
ment) with another party or parties: the Dem-
ocratic Party compacted an alliance with dissi-
dent groups.

comepaedre |kom'pidra| +n (pl. com-
padres) a way of addressing or referring to a
friend or companion.

comepancioneacble | kam'panyanabal |
« adj. (of a person) friendly and sociable: a
companionable young man.

B (of a shared situation) relaxed and pleasant:
they walked in companionable silence.
DERIVATIVES: comepancion*asbleness n.
comepancionasbly |-blé| adv.

comepareastive |kom'pzrativ| s adi. 1 per-
ceptible by comparison; relative: ke returned
to the comparative comfort of his own home. 2 of
or involving comparison between two or
more branches of science or subjects of
study: comparative religion. 3 (of an adjective
or adverb) expressing a higher degree of a
quality, but not the highest possible (e.g.,
braver; more fiercely). Cf. POSITIVE, SUPERLA-
TIVE.

B (of a clause) involving comparison (e.g., ny
memory is not as good as it used to be). +n. a
comparative adjective or adverb.

B (the comparative) the middle degree of
comparison.

comepartemenctaleize |kom,pirt'mentl,iz|
« 2. [trans.] divide into sections or categories:
he had the ability to compartmentalize his life.
DERIVATIVES: comepartemenctalsiezas
tion |ksm,pért,mentl-2'zasHon| 7.

comepass |'kampas| « 7 1 (also magnetic
compass) an instrument containing a mag-
netized pointer that shows the direction of
magnetic north and bearings from it. 2 (also
pair of compasses) an instrument for
drawing circles and arcs and measuring dis-
tances between points, consisting of two arms
linked by a movable joint, one arm ending in
a point and the other usually carrying a pen-
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cil or pen. 3 [in sing.] the range or scope of
something: the event had political repercussions
beyond the compass of this book.

B the enclosing limits of an area: this region had
within its compass many types of agriculture.
® the range of notes that can be produced by
a voice or a musical instrument: tke cellos were
playing in a rather somber part of their compass.
» . [trans.] 1 go around (something) in a cir-
cular course: the ship wherein Magellan com-
passed the world.

® surround or hem in on all sides: they were
compassed with numerous fierce and cruel tribes.
2 contrive to accomplish (something): e
compassed his end only by the exercise of violence.

comepateisble |kom'patabal| . ad). (of two
things) able to exist or occur together with-
out conflict: the fruitiness of Beawjolais is com-
patible with a number of meat dishes.

u (of two people) able to have a harmonious
relationship: well-suited: it a pity we’re not
compatible. ® (of one thing) consistent with
another: symptoms compatible with gastritis or a
peptic ulcer. B (of a computer, a piece of soft-
ware, or other device) able to be used with a
specified piece of equipment or software
without special adaptation or modification:
[in combination] IBM-compatible laptops.
DERIVATIVES: comepateisbilsisty |kom
px1a'bilité| n. comepateisbly |-ble| adv.

comepactriot | kom'patréat| - . a fellow cit-
izen or national of a country: Stich defeated his
compatriot Boris Becker in the quarterfinals.

comepeer |'kam pir; kim'pir| 7 a person
of equal rank, status, or ability: ke was better
versed in his profession than his compeers.

comepel |kom'pel| v. (compelled, com-
pelling) [with obj. and infinitive] force or oblige
(someone) to do something: a sense of dutry
compelled Harry to answer her questions. Cf. co-
ERCE, IMPEL.

B [trans.] bring about (something) by the use of
force or pressure: they may compel a witness’s
attendance at court by issue of a summons.
® [with obj. and adverbial of direction] drive forci-
bly: by heav’n’s high will compell'd from shore to
shore.

comepenedi*ous |kom'pendéss| . adj. con-
taining or presenting the essential facts of
something in a comprehensive but concise
way: a compendious study.

DERIVATIVES: comepencdicousely adv.
comepencdicouseness 7.

comepenedieum |kom'pendésm| . (pl.
compendiums or compendia |-dés|) a
collection of concise but detailed information
about a particular subject, esp. in a book or
other publication.

| 3 collection of things, esp. one systematically
gathered: a compendium of documents from our
archives.

comepenesastoery |kom'penss,tore |
providing compensation, in particular:

B (of a payment) intended to compensate
someone who has experienced loss, suffer-
ing, or injury: $50 mullion in compensatory
damages. ®reducing or offsetting the un-
pleasant or unwelcome effects of something:

e adj.
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complement

compensatory actions 1o keep the interest rate
constant.

comepiclaction | kimpa'lasHan | « 7. 1 the act
of putting together (compiling) independent
parts to form a whole: great care has been taken
in the compilation of this guidebook. 2 a thing,
esp. a book, record, or broadcast program,
that is put together by assembling previously
separate items: there are thirty-three stories in
this compilation | [as adj.] a compilation album.
Cf. ANTHOLOGY.

comeplascent |kom'plasant| . adj. showing
smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or
one’s achievements: you can’t afford to be com-
placent about security.
DERIVATIVES: comeplascenscy n. come
plascentely adv.

USAGE: Complacent means ‘smugly self-
satisfied:’ After four consecutive championships
the team became complacent. Complaisant, a
much rarer word, means ‘deferential, willing
to please’: Once released from the pen, the bark-
ing dogs become peaceful and complaisant. The
noun complacence is a variant of the much
more common complacency.

comeplaiesant | kom'plasant| - adj. willing to
please others; obliging; agreeable.
DERIVATIVES: comeplaissance n. come
plaissantely adv.

comepleat | kom'plét| » adj. & v. archaic spel-
ling of complete.

comeplesment - ». |'kimplomont| 1 a thing
that completes or brings to perfection: the li-
bretto proved a perfect complement to the mu-
sic. 2 [in sing.] a number or quantity of some-
thing required to make a group complete: az
the moment we have a full complement of
staff.

® the number of people required to crew a
ship: almost half the ship’s complement of 322
were wounded. W (in geometry) the amount in
degrees by which a given angle is less than
90°. ® (in mathematics) the members of a set
that are not members of a given subset. 3 one
or more words, phrases, or clauses governed
by a verb (or by a noun or a predicative ad-
jective) that complete the meaning of the
predicate. 4 a group of proteins present in
blood plasma and tissue fluid that combine
with an antigen—-antibody complex to bring
about the destruction of foreign cells. « 2. |-
,ment; -mant| [trans.] add to (something) in a
way that enhances or improves it; make per-
fect: a classic blazer complements a look that’s
smart or casual.

8 add to or make complete: the proposals com-
plement the incentives already available.
DERIVATIVES: comeplesmenstal | kidmplo
'mentl| adj.

UsAGE: Complement and compliment
(and the related words complementary
and complimentary) are frequently con-
fused. Although pronounced alike, they have
quite different meanings. As a verb comple-
ment means ‘to add to (something) in a way
that completes, enhances, or improves,’ as in
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The vice president’s experience in miligary and
Joreign affairs compl ted the president’s ex-
perttie in  domestic  policy. Compliment
means ‘admire and praise (someone) for
something,’ as in They complimented Yanet on
her neer necklace. Compilementary means
‘forming a complement or addirion; com-
pleting’: 7 purchased a suir with a compleren-
tary tie and handkerchief, It can be confused
with complimentary, for which one sense
is *given freely, as a courtesy’: You must pay
Jor the suit, but the tie and the handherchief are
complimentary, A wick for remembering
which is which: ¢complement is similar in
meaning o sipplement, and there iz always
an ‘T" in a compliment,

come*plex |kim'pleks; kam'pleks; 'kim
pleks| « ady. 1 consisting of many different
and connected parts: 2 complex nersvork of wa-
ter channels.

Hnot easy o analyze or understand; compli-
cated or intricate: a complex personality | the
situation 1s more complex than it appears. 2 (in
mathematics) denoting or involving numbers
or quantities containing both a real and an
imaginary part. 3 (in chemistry) denoting an
ion or molecule in which one or more groups
are linked to a metal atom by coordinate
bonds. « x| 'kim,pleks| 1 a group of similar
buildings or facilities on the same site: o sew
apartment complex | a complex of hotels.

B 3 group or system of different things thac are
linked in a close or complicated way; a net-
work: a complex of mountain roads. 2 (in psy-
choanalysis) a related group of emotionally
sigmificant ideas that are completely or partly
repressed and that cause psychic conflict lead-
ing to abnormal mental states or behavior.

@ 3 disproportionate concern or anxiety about
something: there’s no pomnt having a complex
about losing your hair. 3 an ion or molecule
in which one or more groups are linked to a
metal atom by coordinate bonds,

B any inosely bonded species formed by the as-
sociation of two molecules: cross-linked pro-
tetn-DNA complexes. »v. | kim'pleks; kam
‘pleks; 'kdm pleks| [trans] (usu. be com-
plexed} make (2n atom or compound) form
a complex with another: the DNA was com-
Dlexed with the nuclear exrracr | [as ad])
{complexed) the complexed metal ton.

B [intrans.] form a complex: these protefns are ca-
pable of complexing with VP14,
DERIVATIVES: comeplexrsastion |kim,plek
'sfsHan; kami- | s (Chemistry) comeplexsly adn.

comepli=ance |kam'plians| « #. 1 the action
or fact of according with a wish or command;
they must secure cach other’s coaperation or com-
pliance.

B (compliance with) the state or fact of ac-
cording with or meetng rules or standards:
all tmporis of wmber are in compliance with
regrifations. Munworthy or excessive yielding;
giving in: the appalfing compiiance with the
governor’s visnws shoun by the commission.

come=plicelt |kam’plisit| «#» involved with
others in an illegal activity or wrongdoing: alf

compose

of these people are complicit in some criminal

consrracy.

DERIVATIVES: comepliceirty n.
com#pli*Tment .» |'kimplomont| a polite

expression of praise or admiration: she paid

me an engrmous complinent.,

B an act or circumstance that implies praise or
respect: i a compliment 10 the bride to dress up
an her spectal dav. 8 (compliments) congrat-
ulations or praise expressed to someone: ry
compliments on your cooking. B (compli=
ments) greerings or expressions of friendli-
ness, esp. when sent as a message. »w
|'kamplament | [trans] politely congratulate
ot praise (someone) for something: fe corr=
plimented Erica on her appearance.

B praise (something} policely.

USaGE: See USage at COMPLEMENT.

com*pornent |kam'ponant| - 1 a part or
element of a larger whale, esp. a part of a ma-
chine or vehicle. «adi [aftrib] constituting
part of a larger whole; constituent; purchase
component parts and assemble them.

comeport |kam'pére| » o 1 {comport one=
self) conduct oneself; behave: articrdare stue-
dents who comporied themselves well in television
mtervienes. 2 [inrans.] (comport with) accord
with; agree with: acrtons that comport with her
Eberal views.

comepose!l |kam'poz| » o [ans] 1 write or
create {(a work of art, esp. music or poetry):
he had composed the Firvst Violin Sonata four
years earlier.

B write or phrase {a letter or piece of writing)
with care and thought: the first sentence is so
hard to compose, ® form (a whole} by ordering
or arranging the parts, esp. in an artistic way:
compose and draw a st life. @ order or arrange
{parts) to fortn a whele, esp. in an arostic
way: make an attempt {0 compose Your HHAgEs.
2 {usu. be composed) (of elements) consti-
tute or make up (a whole): the system is com-
posed af a group of machines. Cf. COMPRISE.

B be (a specified number or amount) of a whole:
Christians compose 40 percent of the population.
3 calm or sectle (oneself or one’s features or
thoughts): ske tried to compose herself.

W settle (a dispute): the king, with some difficudry,
composed this difference. 4 prepare (a text} for
printing by manually, mechanically, or elec-
tronically setting up the letters and other
characters in the order to be printed.

B set up (letters and characters) in this way.

usaGk: Compose and comprise are often
confused, but can be sorted out. The parts
compose {make up) the whole; the whole
comprises (containg) the parts. Cinzens
who have been been chosen at random and
screened for prejudices compese a fury. Eack
crew comprises @ commanden a gunner, and a
driver. [ passive constructions, the whole i
composed of the parts, and the parts are com-
prised fn the whole. (Compose = put to-
gether; comprise = contain, consist of.}
The usage “is comprised of” is avoided by
careful speakers and writers.
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comepose? |kom'poz| - v. [trans.] 1 write or
create (a work of art, esp. music or poetry):
he composed the First Violin Sonata four years
earlier.

B write or phrase (a letter or piece of writing)
with care and thought: the first sentence is so
hard to compose. W form (a whole) by ordering
or arranging the parts, esp. in an artistic way:
compose and draw a still life. ® order or arrange
(parts) to form a whole, esp. in an artistic
way: make an attempt to compose your images.
2 (usu. be composed) (of elements) consti-
tute or make up (a whole): the system is com-
posed of a group of machines.

Ebe (a specified number or amount) of a
whole: Christians compose 40 percent of the
state’s population. 3 calm or settle (oneself or
one’s features or thoughts): she tried to com-
pose herself.

| archaic settle (a dispute): the king, with some
difficulty, composed this difference. 4 prepare (a
text) for printing by manually, mechanically,
or electronically setting up the letters and
other characters in the order to be printed.

mset up (letters and characters) in this way.

usaGE: Compose and comprise are often
confused, but can be sorted out. The parts
compose (make up) the whole; the whole
comprises (contains) the parts. Citizens
who have been been chosen at random and
screened for prejudices compose a jury. Each
crew comprises a commander, a gunner, and a
driver. In passive constructions, the whole is
composed of the parts, and the parts are com-
prised in the whole. (Compose = put to-
gether; comprise = contain, consist of.)
The usage “is comprised of” is avoided by
careful speakers and writers.

comeposeite |kom'pdzat; kim-| . adj.
1 made up of various parts or elements.

® (esp. of a constructional material) made up
of recognizable constituents: a new composite
material—a blend of plastic and ceramic resins.
® (of a mathematical integer) being the prod-
uct of two or more factors greater than one;
not prime. 2 (Composite) relating to or
denoting a classical order of architecture con-
sisting of elements of the Ionic and Corin-
thian orders. 3 relating to or denoting plants
of the daisy family (Compositae or Aster-
aceae), whose so-called flowers are com-
posed of many florets and surrounding
bracts. » n. 1 a thing made up of several parts
or elements: the English legal system is a com-
posite of legislation and judicial precedent.

B a3 composite constructional material. 2 a
plant of the daisy family (Compositae).
3 (Composite) the Composite order of ar-
chitecture. «w. [trans.] [usu. as n] (com-
positing) combine (two or more images) to
make a single picture, esp. electronically: pho-
tographic compositing by computer.
DERIVATIVES: comspos¢ite’ly adv. com*
posritesness n.

comeposeistor |kom'pizitor| -7 a person
who arranges type for printing or keys text
into a composing machine.
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compromise

comepoesure |kom'pozHar| « n. the state or
feeling of being calm and in control of one-
self.

comepote |'kam,pot| « n. 1 fruit preserved or
cooked in syrup. 2 a bowl-shaped dessert dish
with a stem.

comeprechenesisble | kampri'hensabal |
(also comprehendible) . adj. able to be un-
derstood; (comprehended): clear and compre-
hensible English.

DERIVATIVES: comepreshenssisbilsisty
|-, hensa'bilité | n. comepreshenssibly
|-ble| adv.

comeprechenesive | kimpri'hensiv| «adj.
complete; including all or nearly all elements
or aspects of something: a comprehensive list
of sources.

m of large content or scope; wide-ranging: a
comprehensive collection of photographs. ® (of
automobile insurance) providing coverage
for most risks, including damage to the pol-
icyholder’s own vehicle: comprehensive and
collision insurance. W (also comprehensive
examination or comp) an examination
testing a student’s command of a field of
knowledge.

DERIVATIVES: come*pre*henssiverly adv.
comepre*hencsivesness n.

comepress . v. |kom'pres| [trans.] (often be
compressed) flatten by pressure; squeeze;
press: the skirt can be folded and compressed
into a small bag | [as ad.] (compressed)
compressed gas.

| [intrans.] be squeezed or pressed together or
into a smaller space: the land is sinking as the
sotl compresses. ® squeeze or press (two things)
together: Violet compressed her lps grimly.
B express in a shorter form; abridge: com-
press the main findings into summary form.
B alter the form of (computer data) to reduce
the amount of storage necessary. W [as adj]
(compressed) having a narrow shape as if
flattened, esp. sideways: most sea snakes have
a compressed tail. «n. |'kdm,pres| a pad of
absorbent material pressed onto part of the
body to relieve inflammation or stop bleed-
ing: a cold compress.

DERIVATIVES: comepresseisbilsisty |kom
,presa'bilité| n. comepressricble adj. come
presesive |-'presiv| adj.

comeprise |kom'priz| « v. [trans.] consist of;
be made up of: the country comprises fifty states
and a federal district.

m make up; constitute: this single breed comprises
50 percent of Swiss cattle | (be comprised of)
documents are comprised of words.

USAGE: 1 On the differences between
comprise and compose, see usage at
COMPOSE.

comeproemise |'kimprs,miz| « n. an agree-
ment or a settlement of a conflict that is
reached by each side making concessions: an
ability 1o listen o 1wo sides in a dispute, and de-
vise a compromise acceptable to both.

B a middle state between conflicting opinions
or actions reached by mutual concession or
modification: a compromise between com-
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munism and private enterprise. W the accept-
ance of standards that are lower than is desir-
able: we should allow no compromise on reading
scores. »v. 1 [intrans.] settle a conflict by mu-
tual concession: in the end we compromised and
deferred the issue.

B [trans.] settle (a dispute) by mutual conces-
sion: I should compromise the matter with my fa-
ther. 2 [trans.] weaken (a reputation or princi-
ple) by accepting standards that are lower
than is desirable: commercial pressures could
compromise safety.

B [intrans.] accept standards that are lower than
is desirable: we were not prepared to compro-
mise on safery. ® bring into disrepute or dan-
ger by indiscreet, foolish, or reckless behav-
ior: situations in which our troops could be
compromised.
DERIVATIVES: comepro*miseer n.

competroleler |kon'trolor; kdm(p)'trolor;
'kdm(p),trolar| « 7. a controller (used in the
title of some financial officers).

comepulesion |kam'palsHon| « 7. 1 the ac-
tion or state of forcing or being forced to do
something: constraint: the payment was made
under compulsion. 2 an irresistible urge to
behave in a certain way, esp. against one’s
conscious wishes: ke felt a compulsion to babble
on about what had happened.

comepulesive |kom'palsiv| » adj. 1 resulting
from or relating to an irresistible urge, esp.
one that is against one’s conscious wishes:
compulsive eating.

B (of a person) acting as a result of such an
urge: a compulsive liar. Cf. IMPULSIVE. 2 irre-
sistibly interesting or exciting; compelling:
this play is compulsive viewing.
DERIVATIVES: comepulssivesly adv. come
pulssivesness 7.

comepulesoery |kom'palsore| « adj. required
by law or a rule; obligatory.

® involving or exercising compulsion; coer-
cive.

DERIVATIVES: comepulesoericly |-soralé|
adv. comepulssocrieness 7.

comepuncetion |kom'pang(k)sHon| 7.
[usu. with negative] a feeling of guilt or moral
scruple that accompanies or follows the do-
ing of something bad: they used insider infor-
mation without compunction.
DERIVATIVES: comepuncetionsless adj.
comepuncetious |-sHds| adj. comepunce
tiousely |-sHasle| adv.

coenastion |ko'nasHan| « . (in philosophy
and psychology) the mental faculty of pur-
pose, desire, or will to perform an action; vo-
lition.

DERIVATIVES: coneastive adj.

con brieo |kin 'bréo; kon| « adw. (esp. as a
musical direction) with vigor.

conecateesnate | kon'katn,at| « v. [trans.] link
(things) together in a chain or series: a pro-
gramming function that concatenates lext
strings.

DERIVATIVES: conecatee*nastion 7.
conecave |kin'kav; 'kin kav| « adj. having an

outline or surface that curves inward like the

interior of a circle or sphere. Cf. CONVEX.

concertina

DERIVATIVES: conscavesly adv. conecaveie
ty |kdn'keevité| n.

conecede |kon'séd| « 2. 1 admit that some-
thing is true or valid after first denying or
resisting it: [with clause] I had to concede that
1d overreacted | [trans.] that principle now seems
to have been conceded.

B [trans.] admit (defeat) in a contest: ke conceded
defear. M [trans.] admit defeat in (a contest):
ready to concede the semifinal. 2 [trans.] surren-
der or yield (something that one possesses);
cede: to concede all the territory he'd won.

B grant (a right, privilege, or demand): their
rights to redress of grievances were conceded once
more. ® (in sports) fail to prevent the scoring
of (a goal or point) by an opponent: conceded
a field goal in the third quarter. ® allow (a lead
or advantage) to slip: e took an early lead that
he never conceded.

DERIVATIVES: conscedser 7.

coneceit |kon'sét| «n 1 excessive pride in
oneself: ke was puffed up with conceit. 2 a fan-
ciful expression in writing or speech; an elab-
orate metaphor: the idea of the wind’s singing is
a prime romantic conceit.

m an artistic effect or device: the director’s bril-
liant conceit was to film this tale in black and
white. W a fanciful notion: the widespread con-
ceit that he spent most of the 1980s drunk.

conecenetric |kon'sentrik; kiin-| « adj. of or
denoting circles, arcs, or other shapes that
share the same center, the larger often com-
pletely surrounding the smaller. Cf. ECCEN-
TRIC.

DERIVATIVES: conecenctriccalely |-ik(s)-
1| adv. conecenstriceisty | kin,sen'trisité|
n.

conecepetucalsism | kon'sepcHows lizom |
« n. (in philosophy) the theory that universal
statements or categories can be said to exist,
but only as concepts in the mind.
DERIVATIVES: conecepetusaleist n.

conecert . n. |'kin,sort; 'kiansart| 1a musical
performance given in public, typically by
several performers or of several separate
works: symphony concerts | [as ad}.] a concert
pianist.

B [as adj.] of, relating to, or denoting the per-
formance of music written for opera, ballet,
or theater on its own without the accompa-
nying dramatic action: the concert version of
Verdi’s opera. 2 agreement, accordance, or
harmony: critics’ inability to describe with any
precision and concert the characteristics of litera-
ture. v |kon'sart| [trans.] arrange (some-
thing) by mutual agreement or coordination:
they started meeting regularly to concert their
tactics.

conecerteed |kon'sortad| « adj. [attrib.] jointly
arranged, planned, or carried out; coordi-
nated: determined to begin concerted action
against them.

m strenuously carried out; done with great ef-
fort: it would take a concerted effort.

conecersti*na | kinsor'téns| « n. a small mu-
sical instrument, typically polygonal in form,
played by stretching and squeezing between
the hands, to work a central bellows that
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blows air over reeds, each note being sounded
by a button.

B [as adj.] opening or closing in multiple folds
or coils: concertina doors | concertina wire.  v.
(concertinas, concertinaed |-'ténad| or
concertina’d, concertinaing |-'téns-iNG|)
[trans.] extend, compress, or collapse in sym-
metrical creased folds: [as adj] (concerti-
naed) negotiations concertinaed into a week-
long session.

conecereto |kon'cHerto| - n. (pl. concertos
or concerti |kan'CHerté |) a musical compo-
sition for a solo instrument or instruments
accompanied by an orchestra, esp. one con-
ceived on a relatively large scale.

conecersto groseso |'groso; 'groso| « n. (pl.
concerti grossi |'grosé; 'grosé|) a musical
composition for a group of solo instruments
accompanied by an orchestra. The term is
used mainly of baroque works.

conecesesion |kan'sesHan | « 7. 1 a thing that
is granted, esp. in response to demands; a
thing conceded.

B the action of conceding, granting, or yield-
ing something. ® (a concession to) a ges-
ture, esp. a token one, made in recognition of
a demand or prevailing standard: the hat was
her concession to fashion. 2 a preferential allow-
ance or rate given by an organization: tax con-
cessions. 3 the right to use land or other prop-
erty for a specified purpose, granted by a
government, company, or other controlling
body: new logging concessions.

B 3 commercial operation within the premises
of a larger one, typically selling refreshments.
DERIVATIVES: cone*ces*sioneaire »n. con*
ces*sioncer 7.

conecesesive |kon'sesiv| «adj. 1 character-
ized by, or tending to concession: we must look
for a more concessive approach. 2 (of a preposi-
tion or conjunction) introducing a phrase or
clause denoting a circumstance that might be
expected to make the action of the main
clause impossible, but does not (e.g., i spite
of, although).

® (of a phrase or clause) introduced by a con-
cessive preposition or conjunction.

conecierge |koN'syerzH;  kiansé'erzH| «n.
1 (esp. in France) a caretaker of an apartment
complex or a small hotel, typically one living
on the premises. 2 a hotel employee whose
job is to assist guests by arranging tours, mak-
ing theater and restaurant reservations, etc.

conecilsi*astoery |kon'silés,tore| o adj. in-
tended or likely to placate or pacify: a concil-
tatory approach.

DERIVATIVES: conecil*i*astive adj. cone®
cilsisastoeri*ness 7.

conecise |kon'sis| » adj. giving a lot of infor-
mation clearly and in a few words; brief but
comprehensive: a concise account of the coun-
try’s history.

DERIVATIVES: conecisecly adv. conecise*
ness 7. coneci*sion |-'sizHan| n.
coneclave |'kin klav|  n. a private meeting.

B (in the Roman Catholic Church) the assem-
bly of cardinals for the election of a pope.
B the meeting place for such an assembly.
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concrete

conecluesive |kan'klGosiv; -ziv| « adj. (of ev-
idence or argument) serving to prove a case;
decisive or convincing.

B (of a victory) achieved easily or by a large
margin.

DERIVATIVES: coneclussivesly adv. cone
clussiveeness .

conecoct | kon'kikt| « 2. [trans.] make (a dish
or meal) by combining various ingredients.

B create or devise (said esp. of a story or plan).
DERIVATIVES: conecocteer 7. conecoce®
tion n.

conecomeistant |kon'kimatant| « adj. natu-
rally accompanying or associated: she loved
travel, with all its concomitant worries. «n. a
phenomenon that naturally accompanies or
follows something: pain is as concomitant of
life.
DERIVATIVES: conecomeistantely adv.

conecord |'kiNG,kord; 'kin-| «n. 1 agree-
ment or harmony between people or groups:
a pact of peace and concord.

W 3 treaty. 2 agreement between words in gen-
der, number, case, person, or any other gram-
matical category that affects the forms of the
words. 3 (in music) a chord that is pleasing or
satisfactory in itself.

conecordeance |kon'kordns| « 7. 1 an alpha-
betical list of the words (esp. the important
ones) in a text, usually with citations of the
passages concerned: a concordance to the Bible.
2 agreement. « 2. [trans.] [often as adj.] (con-
cordanced) make a concordance of: the
value of concordanced information.

conecordeant |kon'kordnt| «adj. in agree-
ment or harmony; consistent: the answers were
roughly concordant.
DERIVATIVES: con*cordeantely adv.

conecoredat | kon'kor,deet| « n. an agreement
or treaty, esp. one between the Vatican and a
secular government relating to matters of
mutual interest.

conecourse | 'kin, kors; 'kdNG-| « #. 1 a large
open area inside or in front of a public build-
ing, as in an airport or train station: the do-
mestic arrivals concourse. 2 a crowd or assem-
bly of people: a vast concourse of learned
nen.

conecrete .adj. |kian'kretr; 'kidnkrét; kon
'krét| 1 existing in a material or physical
form; real or solid; not abstract: concrete
objects like stones | it exists as a physically con-
crete form.

B specific; definite: I haven’t got any concrete
proof. ® (of a noun) denoting a material ob-
ject as opposed to an abstract quality, state,
or action. 2 formed by cohesion of parts into
a mass; solidified.

8 (of music) constructed by mixing recorded
sounds. ® (of poetry) in which meaning is
conveyed visually, by means of patterns of
words and letters and other typographical
devices. «n. |'kdnkrét; kdn'kret| a heavy,
rough building material made from a mixture
of broken stone or gravel, sand, cement, and
water, that can be spread or poured into
molds and that forms a stonelike mass on
hardening: slabs of concrete | [as adj] the
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concrete sidewalk. «v. |'kadnkrét; kin'kret|
[trans.] (often be concreted) 1 cover (an area)
with concrete: the precious English countryside
may soon be concreted over.

| [with obj. and adverbial of place] fix in position
with concrete: the post is concreted into the
ground. 2 form (something) into a mass; so-
lidify: the juices of the plants are concreted upon
the surface.

m make real or concrete instead of abstract:
concreting God into actual form of man.
PHRASES: be set in concrete (of a policy or
idea) be fixed and unalterable: I do not regard
the Constitution as set in concrete.
DERIVATIVES: conecreterly adv.
crete*ness 7.

conecrestion |kon'kresHon; kin-| « 7. a hard
solid mass formed by the local accumulation
of matter, esp. within the body or within a
mass of sediment.

& the formation of such a mass.
DERIVATIVES: cone°crestionearey
\neré| adj.

conecusbine |'kinGkyoo,bin| « n. (in polyg-
amous societies) a woman who lives with a
man but has lower status than his wife or
wives.

B 3 mistress.
DERIVATIVES: conecusbin*age ». conscu*
bienarey | kon'kyoobo,neré; kin-| adj.

conecuepisecence |kin'kycopassans; kan-|
« n. strong sexual desire; lust.
DERIVATIVES: con*cuspisecent adj.

conecur |kan'kar| » . (concurred, concur-
ring) [intrans.] 1 be of the same opinion; agree:
the authors concurred with the majority |
they concurred in the creation of the disciplin-
ary procedures| [with direct speech] “That’s
right,” the chairman concurred.

B (concur with) agree with (a decision, opin-

ion, or finding): we strongly concur with this rec-
ommendation. 2 happen or occur at the same
time; coincide.
DERIVATIVES: conecurerence |-'korans|
n. conscurerenscy |-'karsnsé| n. conecurs
ring adj. (of a judicial opinion) agreeing with
the result of a case (but not with all of the ma-
jority’s reasoning).

conecurerent |kon'korant| . adj. existing,
happening, or done at the same time: there are
three concurrent art fairs around the city.

® (of two or more prison sentences) to be
served at the same time. B (in mathematics,
of three or more lines) meeting at or tending
toward one point.
DERIVATIVES: conecurerentsly adv.

conecusesion |kan'kasHan| « 7. 1 temporary
unconsciousness caused by a blow to the
head. The term is also used loosely of the
aftereffects such as confusion or temporary
incapacity. 2 a violent shock as from a heavy
blow: the ground shuddered with the concussion
of the blast. [as adj.] a concussion grenade.

conedenesaction | kin den'sasHan; -dan-|
«» n. 1 water that collects as droplets on a cold
surface when humid air is in contact with it.
2 the process of becoming more dense, in
particular:

cone*

|-SH3

condominium

m the conversion of a vapor or gas to a liquid.
B (also condensation reaction) a chemical
reaction in which two molecules combine to
form a larger molecule, producing a small
molecule such as H5O as a by-product. ® (in
psychology) the fusion of two or more
images, ideas, or symbolic meanings into a
single composite or new image, as a primary
process in unconscious thought exemplified
in dreams. 3 a concise version of something,
esp. a text: a readable condensation of the recent
literature.

conedense |ksn'dens| 2. 1 [trans.] make
(something) denser or more concentrated:
the limestones of the Jurassic age are condensed
into a mere 11 feet | [as ad.] (condensed)
check that your printer can cope with wide text or
condensed characters.

B [usu. as adj.] (condensed) thicken (a liquid)
by reducing the water content, typically by
boiling: condensed soup. W express (a piece of
writing or speech) in fewer words; make con-
cise: he condensed the three plays into a three-
hour drama. 2 [intrans.] be changed from a gas
or vapor to a liquid: the vapor in the air con~
denses into droplets of water.

| [trans.] cause (a gas or vapor) to be changed
to a liquid: the cold air was condensing my
breath.
DERIVATIVES: con*dencsasble adj.

conedesscend | kindi'send| .. [intrans.]
show feelings of superiority; patronize: take
care not to condescend to your reader.

| [with infinitive] do something in a haughty way,
as though it is below one’s dignity or level of
importance: we’ll be waiting for twenty minutes
before she condescends to appear.
DERIVATIVES: con*de*scendeing adj. con*
desscendring*ly adv. conedesscendeence
|-'sendans| #n. conede*scenesion |-'sen-
CHan| n.

conedign |kon'din| « adj. (of punishment or
retribution) appropriate to the crime or
wrongdoing; fitting and deserved.
DERIVATIVES: conedignely adv.

conedistion®al |kan'disHanl| .adj. (of a
clause, phrase, conjunction, or verb form)
expressing a condition. « 7. 1 a clause or log-
ical conjunction that expresses a condition
and in English typically begins with ‘if.’

B 3 statement or sentence containing a condi-
tional clause. 2 Grammar the conditional mood
of a verb, for example skould in if I should die.
DERIVATIVES: conedistionealsisty |kon
disHa'nzlité | n. conedistionealsly adv.

conedoemineieum | kinds'mineam| o7 (pl
condominiums) 1 a building or complex of
buildings containing a number of individu-
ally owned apartments or houses.

m (also condo) each of the individual apart-
ments or houses in such a building or com-
plex. ®the system of ownership by which
these operate, in which owners have full title
to the individual apartment or house and an
undivided interest in the shared parts of the
property. 2 the joint control of a country’s or
territory’s affairs by other countries.

W 3 state so governed.
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conedone |kon'don| « 2. [trans] [often with
negative] accept and allow (behavior that is
considered morally wrong or offensive) to
continue: the college cannot condone any behav-
tor that involves illicit drugs.

® approve or sanction (something), esp. with
reluctance: the practice is not officially condoned
by any airline.
DERIVATIVES: con*doneasble adj. con*do*
naction |-'nasHan; -do-| »#. conedoncer n.

coneduce |kan'd(y)oos| . [intrans] (con-
duce to) help to bring about (a particular sit-
uation or outcome): every care was taken that
could conduce to their comfort.

coneduecive |kan'd(y)oosiv| « adi. making a
certain situation or outcome likely or possi-
ble: the harsh lights and cameras were hardly
conducive to a relaxed atmosphere.

coneducetive |kan'dsktiv| - adj. having the
ability to serve as a channel or medium for
something (esp. heat or electricity): to induce
currents tn conductive cotls.

® of or relating to this process.
DERIVATIVES: con*ducetively adv. cone
ducetiveisty n.

coneduit |'kin,d(y)6oat; 'kind(w)st| «n a
channel for conveying something, esp. water
or another fluid: a conduit takes water to the
power plant | the office acts as a conduit for ideas
to flow throughout the organization.

® a tube or trough for protecting electric wir-
ing: the gas pipe should not be close to any elec-
trical conduit.

conefabeuelate |kon'febys lat| « 2. [intrans]
1 engage in conversation; talk: on the telephone
confabulating with someone. 2 (in psychiatry)
fabricate imaginary experiences as compen-
sation for loss of memory.

DERIVATIVES: conefabeuclastion |- febys
'lasHan| 7. conefabeuclactoery |-15,t6ré|
adj.

conefecetion |kan'feksHon| « 7. 1 a dish or
delicacy made with sweet ingredients: a
whipped chocolate and cream confection.

® an elaborately constructed thing, esp. a friv-
olous one: the city is a confection of shimmering
gold. 2 the action of mixing or compounding
something.

DERIVATIVES: conefecetionearsy |- neré|
adj.

conefedeereate .adj. |kon'fedarat| [attrib.]
joined by an agreement or treaty: confederate
councils.

® (Confederate) of or relating to the Confed-
erate States of America (1861-65): the Con-
federate flag. +n. 1 a person one works with,
esp. in something secret or illegal; an accom-
plice. 2 (Confederate) a supporter, soldier,
etc., of the Confederate States of America.
e, |-rat| [trans.] [usu. as adj] (confeder-
ated) bring (states or groups of people) into
an alliance: Switzerland is a model for the new
confederated Europe.

DERIVATIVES: con*fedserascy n.

conefiedant | 'kinfs,dznt; -, dint| (fem. confi-
dante pronunc. same) « n. a person with whom
one shares a secret or private matter, trusting
them not to repeat it to others.

conformist

conefiedenstial | kinfs'dencHal| «adj. in-
tended to be kept secret: knowledge that was
privileged and confidential.

8 (of a person’s tone of voice) indicating that
what one says is private or secret: ke dropped
his wvoice to a confidential whisper. M [attrib.]
entrusted with private or restricted informa-
tion: a confidential secretary.

DERIVATIVES: conefisdencticalsicty |- den-
cHe'zlité | n. conefiedenctialely adv.

conefigeuerastion |kon fig(y)s'rasHon| «n.
an arrangement of elements in a particular
form, figure, or combination: the broad config-
uration of the economy.

® the fixed three-dimensional relationship of
the atoms in a molecule, defined by the bonds
between them. ® the arrangement in which
items of computer hardware or software are
interconnected. B (in psychology) another
term for GESTALT.
DERIVATIVES: conefigeusrastioneal |-sHanl |
adj. conefigeuerastionealely |-sHonl-¢| adv.
consfigeusrastive |-'fig(y)arativ| adj.

conefigeure |kon'figyar| « v. [trans.] (often be
configured) shape or put together in a par-
ticular form or configuration: two of the air-
craft will be configured as VIP transports.

® (in computing) arrange or order (a com-
puter system or an element of it) so as to fit
it for a designated task: expanded memory can
be configured as a virtual drive.
DERIVATIVES: conefigeureasble adj.

conefiromastion | kinfor'masHan| ez (in
the Christian Church) the rite at which a
baptized person, esp. one baptized as an in-
fant, affirms Christian belief and is admitted
as a full member of the church.

# the Jewish ceremony of bar mitzvah or bat
mitzvah. ® [as adj.] a confirmation dress.

conefirmed |kon'formd| . adj. (of a person)
firmly established in a particular habit, belief,
or way of life and unlikely to change: a con-
firmed teetotaler.

conefisecate | 'kinfs,skat| « 2. [trans.] take or
seize (someone’s property) with authority:
the guards confiscated his camera | [as adj.]
(confiscated) confiscated equipment.

® seize private property with legal authority as
a penalty against its owner: the government
confiscated their truck.
DERIVATIVES: conefisecastion | kinfo
'skasHon| n. conefisecastor |- skator| n
conefisecastoery |kan'fisks, toré| adj.

coneflaegrastion | kinflo'grasHan| -7z an
extensive fire that burns over a great deal of
land or destroys much property.

coneflate |kan'flat| - 2. [trans.] combine (two
or more texts, ideas, etc.) into one: the urban
crisis conflates a number of different economic
and social tssues.

DERIVATIVES: coneflastion |-'flasHon| n.

coneflusence | 'kin,flooans; kan'flcoans| e n.
the junction of two rivers, esp. rivers of ap-
proximately equal width: sere at the conflu-
ence of the Laramie and North Platte rivers.

B an act or process of merging: a major conflu-
ence of the world’s financial markets.

conesformeist | kon'formist| - z. a person who




conformity

acts in accordance with accepted behavior or
established practices.

& Brit. a person who conforms to the practices
of the Church of England. «adj. (of a per-
son or activity) acting in accordance with
accepted behavior or established practices;
conventional.
DERIVATIVES: con*formeism |-,mizom| n.

coneformeiety |kon'formité| « n. compliance
with standards, rules, or laws: conformity to
regulations | the goods were in conformity
with the contract.

B behavior in accordance with accepted con-
ventions or standards: loyalty to one’s party
need not imply unquestioning conformity. ® Brit.
compliance with the practices of the Church
of England. ®similarity in form or type;
agreement in character: these changes are in-
tended to ensure conformity between all pro-
cedures.

conefound |kon'fownd| « . [trans.] 1 cause
surprise or confusion in (someone), esp. by
acting against their expectations: the inflation
figure confounded economic analysts.

B prove (a theory, expectation, or prediction)
wrong: the rise in prices confounded expecta-
tions. W defeat (a plan, aim, or hope): we will
confound these tactics by the pressure groups.
® overthrow (an enemy). 2 (often be con-
founded with) mix up (something) with
something else so that the individual ele-
ments become difficult to distinguish: “nuke”
1s now a cooking term, as microwave radiation is
confounded with nuclear radiation.
DERIVATIVES: con*foundeer n.

conefrére | 'kin,frer; kin'frer; koN'frer| (also
confrere) « n. a fellow member of a profes-
sion; a colleague.

conefute |kan'fycot| . v. [trans.] prove (a per-
son or an assertion) to be wrong: those who
sought to confute this view were accused of igno-
rance.

DERIVATIVES: conefustaction
'tasHan | n. confuteer n.
conegeal |koan'jel| « 2. [intrans.] solidify or co-
agulate, esp. by cooling: the blood had con-
gealed into blobs | [as adj.] (congealed) con-
gealed egg white.

| take shape or coalesce, esp. to form a satisfy-
ing whole: the ballet failed to congeal as a single
oeuvre.

DERIVATIVES: conegealeasble adj. cone
geleaction 7.

conegencial |kon'jenysl| «adj. pleasant or
agreeable because well suited to one’s own
taste or inclination: he went back 10 a climate
more congenial to his cold stony soul.

B good-natured; amiable.

DERIVATIVES: con*geenicalsisty |- jéne'=l-
ité| n. conegencialely adv.

conegenvcietal | kon'jenatl | « adj. (esp. of adis-
ease or physical abnormality) present from
birth.

| (of a person) having a particular trait from
birth or by firmly established habit: a congen-
ital liar.

DERIVATIVES: conegencistalely adv.
coneglomeereate .z |kon'glimorat|

| kanfyco
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conjugate

number of different things or parts that are
put or grouped together to form a whole but
remain distinct entities: the Earth is a special-
i1zed conglomerate of organisms.

B [often with adj.] a large corporation formed
by the merging of separate and diverse firms:
a media conglomerate. 2 (in geology) a coarse-
grained sedimentary rock composed of
rounded fragments embedded in a matrix of
cementing material. « adj. of or relating to a
conglomerate, esp. a large corporation: con-
glomerate businesses. «v. |-rat| [intrans.)
gather together into a compact mass.

®form a conglomerate by merging diverse
businesses.

DERIVATIVES: conglomeratic |kan,glima
'retik| adj. coneglomeersaction |kan,glims
'rasHan | n.

conegreegactioneal | kiNggra'gasHonl| « adj.
1 of or relating to an assembly of worshippers
(a congregation): congregational singing.
2 (Congregational) of or adhering to Con-
gregationalism: the Congregational Church.

conegrueent |kon'grooont; 'kdNGgrowont|
« adj. 1in agreement or harmony: institutional
and departmental objectives are largely congru-
ent | the rules may not be congruent with the
requirements of the law. 2 (of geometrical fig-
ures) identical in form; coinciding exactly
when superimposed.

DERIVATIVES: conegruesence 7. conegrue
enecy n. conegrucentely adv.

coenisfer |'kinofor; ko-| « n. a tree that bears
cones and usu. evergreen needlelike or scale-
like leaves. Conifers are of major importance
as the source of softwood, and also supply
resins and turpentine.
DERIVATIVES: coenifeer-ous
adj.

conejeceture | kan'jekCHar| « 7. an opinion or
conclusion formed on the basis of incomplete
information: conjectures about the new-
comer were many and varied| the purpose of the
structure is open to conjecture.

B an unproven mathematical or scientific the-
orem. B the suggestion or reconstruction of a
reading of a text not present in the original
source. « v. [trans.] form an opinion or suppo-
sition about (something) on the basis of in-
complete information: ke conjectured the exis-
tence of an otherwise unknown feature | [with
clause] many conjectured that she had a second
husband in mind.

W (in textual criticism) propose (a reading).
DERIVATIVES: con*jecetureasble adj. cone
jecetureer n.

consjoin |kon'join; kin-| s+ [trans] join;
combine: an approach that conjoins theory and
method.

conejoint |kon'joint; kin-| « adj. [attrib.] com-
bining all or both people or things involved:
conjoint fanuly therapy.

DERIVATIVES: con¢jointely adv.
conejuegate - v. | 'kénjo,gat| 1 [trans.] give the
different forms of (a verb in an inflected lan-
guage) as they vary according to voice, mood,
tense, number, and person. 2 ([intrans.] (of
bacteria or unicellular organisms) become

| ka'niforas |



conjunctive

temporarily united in order to exchange ge-
netic material.

m (of sex cells) become fused. 3 [trans.] (in
chemistry) be combined with or joined to re-
versibly: bilirubin is conjugated by liver
enzymes. «adj. |'kanjigat; -ja,gat| coupled,
connected, or related. « n. | 'kédnjigat; -js,gat|
a thing that is conjugate or conjugated, in
particular:

B a chemical substance formed by the reversi-
ble combination of two or more others. Ba
mathematical value or entity having a recip-
rocal relation with another.

DERIVATIVES: consjucgascy |'kdnjogasé|
n. consjusgastion n. consjusgastive |'kinjs
gativ| adj.

conejuncetive |kan'jaNG(k)tiv| « adj. serving
to join; connective: the conjunctive tissue.

B involving the combination or co-occurrence
of two or more conditions or properties: con-
Junctive hypotheses are simpler to process than
negative or disjunctive ones. W of the nature of
or relating to a grammatical conjunction. « 7.
a word or expression acting as a conjunction.
DERIVATIVES: consjuncetivesly adv.

consjure « . 1 |'kdnjar; 'kan-| [trans.] make
(something) appear unexpectedly or seem-
ingly from nowhere as if by magic: Anne con-

Jured up a most delicious stew.

B call (an image) to mind: she was no longer able
to conjure up the image of her mother’s face.
m (of a word, sound, smell, etc.) cause some-
one to feel or think of (something): one scent
can conjure up a childhood summer beside a
lake. W call upon (a spirit or ghost) to appear,
by means of a magic ritual: they hoped to con-
Jure up the spirit of their dead friend. 2 |kan
'joor| [with obj. and infinitive] archaic implore
(someone) to do something.
DERIVATIVES: concjurser consju°ror n.

conenate | 'kin,at; ki'nat| - adj. (esp. of ideas
or principles) existing in a person or thing
from birth; innate.

® of the same or similar nature; allied; conge-
nial.

conenateueral |ka'nzcH(9)ral; ki-| « adj. be-
longing naturally; innate: religion is connatural
with man.

DERIVATIVES: con*nateucralely adv.
coneniveance |ka'nivans| » 7. willingness to
secretly allow or be involved in an immoral or
illegal act: this infringement of the law had taken
place with the connivance of officials.
conenive |ka'niv| .o [intrans.] (connive
at/in) secretly allow (something considered
immoral, illegal, or harmful) to occur: you
have it in your power to connive at my escape.

B conspire to do something considered im-
moral, illegal, or harmful: the government had
connived with security forces in permitting
murder | [as adi] (conniving) a conniving
partner.

DERIVATIVES: con*niveer n.
conenoiseseur | kina'sar; -'s6or| s 7. an ex-

pert judge in matters of taste: a connoisseur

of music.

DERIVATIVES: conenois*seursship |- SHip |

n.

92

conscious

conenoetaction | kins'tasHan| « . anidea or
feeling that a word invokes for a person in ad-
dition to its literal or primary meaning (de-
notation): the word “discipline” has unhappy
connotations of punishment and repression.

B (in philosophy and logic) the abstract mean-
ing or intension of a term, which forms a
principle determining which objects or con-
cepts it applies to.

conenote |ka'not| « v. [trans.] (of a word) im-
ply or suggest (an idea or feeling) in addition
to the literal or primary meaning: the term
“modern science” usually connotes a complete
openness to empirical testing.

m (of a fact) imply as a consequence or condi-
tion: in that period a log cabin connoted hard
luck.

DERIVATIVES: conenoctastive |'kins,takh
tiv| adj.

USAGE: Connote does not mean the same
as denote. Denote refers to the literal, pri-
mary meaning of something; connote refers
to other characteristics suggested or implied
by that thing. Thus, one might say that a
word like mother denotes ‘a woman who is a
parent’ but connotes qualities such as protec-
tion and affection. Connotate is a needless
variant of connote that, if anything, only
adds to the confusion: avoid it.

conenuebical |ka'n(y)cobeal| adji. of or
relating to marriage or the relationship of
husband and wife; conjugal: their connubial
bed.

DERIVATIVES:  conenusbisaleicty |ka
n(y)oobé'lité| n. con*nusbisalely adv.
conesaneguinee*ous | kin s@NG'gwinéas|
.ady. relating to or denoting people
descended from the same ancestor: consan-
guineous marriages.
DERIVATIVES: conesan°guincicty |-'gwin-
ité| n.

conescience |'kidnCHans| . an inner feel-
ing or voice viewed as acting as a guide to the
rightness or wrongness of one’s behavior: ke
had a guilty conscience about his desires|
Ben was suffering a pang of conscience.
DERIVATIVES: conesciencesless adj.

conescicenstious | kancHe'encHas| -« adj.
(of a person) wishing to do what is right,
esp. to do one’s work or duty well and thor-
oughly.

8 (of work or a person’s manner) showing such
an attitude: a conscientious look on her face.
W relating to a person’s conscience. conscien-
tious beliefs.

DERIVATIVES: conesci*enctiousely adv.
conescisenctiouseness 7.

conescious |'kdncHas| « adj. aware of and
responding to one’s surroundings; awake.

B having knowledge of something; aware: we
are conscious of the extent of the problem.
m [predic.] (conscious of) painfully aware of}
sensitive to: ke was very conscious of his ap-
pearance. ® [in combination] concerned with or
worried about a particular matter: they were
growing increasingly security-conscious. B (of an
action or feeling) deliberate and intentional:




conscript

a conscious effort to walk properly. ® (of the
mind or a thought) directly perceptible to
and under the control of the person con-
cerned. n. (in psychology) the conscience
mind. Cf. SUBCONSCIOUS, UNCONSCIOUS, PRE-
CONSCIOUS.
DERIVATIVES: conesciousely adv.
conescript - v. |kan'skript| [trans.] (often be
conscripted) enlist (someone) compulso-
rily, typically into the armed services: they
were conscripted into the army. «n. |'kin
.skript| a person enlisted compulsorily.
DERIVATIVES: conescripetion n.
coneseccrate | 'kansi krat| « 2. [trans.] (usu be
consecrated) make or declare (something,
typically a church) sacred; dedicate formally
to a religious or divine purpose: the present
Holy Trinity church was consecrated in 1845 |
[as adi] (consecrated) consecrated ground.
® (in Christian belief) make (bread or wine)
into the body or blood of Christ: [as adj]
(consecrated) they received the host but not the
consecrated wine. ® ordain (someone) to a sa-
cred office, typically that of bishop: [with obj.
and complement] i 1969 he was consecrated
bishop of Northern Uganda. W devote (some-
thing) exclusively to a particular purpose:
theyd decided to consecrate all their energies
to this purposeful act.
DERIVATIVES: conesescrastion | kinsi
'krasHon| n. conresescractor |- krator| n.
conesescrastoery |-krs toré| adj.
coneseceustive |kon'sekyativ| « adj. follow-
ing continuously: five consecutive months of se-
rious decline.

@ in unbroken or logical sequence. ® (in gram-
mar) expressing consequence or result: a con-
secutive clause. ® (in music) denoting intervals
of the same kind (esp. fifths or octaves) oc-
curring in succession between two parts or
voices. ® (of two or more prison sentences) to
be served one after the other. Cf. CONCUR-
RENT.

DERIVATIVES: conssec*urtivesly adv. con®
seceuctiveeness 7.

conesenesueal |kon'sencHawal| - adj. relat-
ing to or involving consent, esp. mutual con-
sent: he admitted to having consensual sex with
two women.

B relating to or involving consensus: all
decision-making was consensual.
DERIVATIVES: conesenesucalely adv.

conesen*sus |kon'sensas| ¢z [usu. in sing.]
general agreement: a consensus of opinion
among judges | [as adj.] a consensus view.

coneseequent |'kinsikwont; - kwent| « adj.
following as a result or effect: labor shortages
would be created with a consequent increase in
wages. Cf. SUBSEQUENT.

# (of a stream or valley) having a direction or
character determined by the original slope of
the land before erosion. ® logically consis-
tent. « n. 1 a thing that follows another.

B (in logic) the second part of a conditional
proposition, whose truth is stated to be im-
plied by that of the antecedent. & the second
term of a mathematical ratio.

conesecquenctial | kinss'kwencHal| s adj.
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consideration

1 following as a result or effect: a loss of confi-
dence and a consequential withdrawal of funds.
B (in law) resulting from an act, but not imme-
diately and directly: consequential damages.
2 of great consequence; important; signifi-
cant.
DERIVATIVES: conese*quenctiealeiety | kin-
so,kwencHe'zlité| 7. conesesquenctial-ly
adv.

coneserveanecy |kan'sarvansé| « n. (pl. -ies)
[in names] a body concerned with the preser-
vation of natural resources: the Nature Conser-
Vancy.

coneservearctive |kon'sarvativ; -va,tiv| « adj.
holding to traditional attitudes and values
and cautious about change or innovation,
typically in relation to politics or religion.

M (of Jews and Judaism) between Orthodox
and Reform with regard to observation of tra-
ditional religious law and obligation. « 7. a
person who is averse to change and holds to
traditional values and attitudes, typically in
relation to politics.

= (Conservative) a supporter or member of
the Conservative Party of Great Britain or a
similar party in another country.
DERIVATIVES: coneserveastism |kan'sarva
tizom| 7. coneserveastiveely adv. cone
serveactiveeness n.

coneserevactor |kon'sarvatar; kan'sarva,tor;
'kdnsar,vatar| .z a person responsible for
the repair and preservation of works of art,
buildings, or other things of cultural or envi-
ronmental interest.

B a guardian or protector: the court appointed
a conservator to handle the couple’s affairs.

DERIVATIVES: coneserveactoerical adj.
coneserevactoreship 7.
coneserveastoery |kon'sorva,toré| en. (pl

-ies) 1 a college for the study of classical mu-
sic or other arts. 2 a room with a glass roof
and walls, attached to a house, typically at
one side, and used as a greenhouse or a sun
parlor.

coneserve |kan'sarv| 2. [trans] protect
(something, esp. an environmentally or cul-
turally important place or thing) from harm
or destruction: the funds raised will help con-
serve endangered meadowlands.

| prevent the wasteful or harmful overuse of (a
resource): industry should conserve more water.
B (in physics) maintain (a quantity such as
energy or mass) at a constant overall total.
B (usu. be conserved) retain (a particular
amino acid, nucleotide, or sequence of these)
unchanged in different protein or DNA mol-
ecules. B preserve (food, typically fruit) with
sugar. 7. |'kidn,sarv| a sweet food made by
preserving fruit with sugar; jam.

conesideereaction |konsida'rasHan| e n.
1 careful thought, typically over a period of
time: a long process involving a greatr deal of
careful consideration.

g fact or a motive taken into account in
deciding or judging something: the idea was
motivated by political considerations. ® thought-
fulness and sensitivity toward others: compa-
nies should show more consideration for their



consign

employees. 2 a payment or reward: you can buy
the books for a small consideration.

B (in a contractual agreement) anything given
or promised or forborne by one party in ex-
change for the promise or undertaking of an-
other. 3 importance; consequence.

conesign |kan'sin| « 2. [trans.] deliver (some-
thing) to a person’s custody, typically in or-
der for it to be sold: ke consigned three paint-
ings to Sotheby’s.

® send (goods) by a public carrier. ® (consign
someone/something to) assign; commit
decisively or permanently: she consigned the
letzer to the wastebasker.

DERIVATIVES: con*signeee | kidnsa'né;
kin,si'ng; kan,si'né| n. conesignement n.
conesigne*or |kan'sinar| n.

conesist . o. |kon'sist| [intrans.] 1 (consist of)
be composed or made up of: the exhibition
consists of 180 drawings.

B (consist in) have as an essential feature: Ais
duties consist in taking the condition of the ba-
rometer. 2 (consist with) be consistent with:
the information perfectly consists with our
friend’s account.  n. (in railroading) the set of
cars following the locomotive and making up
a train.

coneso*nance |'kinsanans| « n. agreement
or compatibility between opinions or actions:
consonance between conservation measures and
existing agricultural practice.

8 the recurrence of similar sounds, esp. conso-
nants, in close proximity (chiefly as used in
prosody). ™ combination of musical notes
that are in harmony with each other owning
to the relationship between their frequencies.

conesoenant | 'kinsanant| « n. a basic speech
sound in which the breath is at least partly
obstructed and which can be combined with
a vowel (made with relatively unobstructed
breath) to form a syllable.

M 3 letter representing such a sound. e adj.
1 [attrib.] denoting or relating to such a sound
or letter: a consonant phoneme. 2 [predic.] (con-
sonant with) in agreement or harmony with:
the findings are consonant with other research.

B (in music) making a harmonious interval or
chord: the bass is consonant with all the upper
notes.

DERIVATIVES: coneso*nanstal
'nentl| adj. con*so*nantely adv.
conesort! . n. |'kdn,sért| a wife, husband, or
companion, in particular the spouse of a
reigning monarch. «v. |kan'sort; 'kdn,sort|
[intrans.] (consort with) habitually associate
with (someone), typically with the disap-
proval of others: you chose to consort with the

eneny.

conesort? |'kin,sort| «n a small group of
musicians performing together, typically
playing instrumental music of the Renais-
sance period: a consort of viols.

conesoretisum |kan'sértéom; -'sorsH(€)om |
«n. (pl. consortia |-'sOrtéa; -'sOrsH(€)a| or
consortiums) 1 an association, typically of
several companies. 2 (in law) the right of as-
sociation and companionship with one’s hus-
band or wife.

| kidnsa
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constitution

conespecetus |kon'spektas| « n. a summary
or overview of a subject: five of his works give
a rich conspectus of his art.

conespiceusous |kan'spikyowas| . adj.
standing out so as to be clearly visible: a con-
spicuous Adam’s apple.

M attracting notice or attention: conspicuous
bravery.

DERIVATIVES: conespiscuticty | kinspi
'kyooité| n. conespiceucousely adv. cone
spiceu*ouse*ness 7.

conespireascy |kon'spirasé| « n. (pl. -ies) a
secret plan by a group to do something un-
lawful or harmful: a conspiracy to destroy evi-
dence.

m the action of plotting or conspiring.

conestacble | 'kinstobal| «#. 1 a peace offi-
cer with limited policing authority, typically
in a small town.

H Brit. a police officer. 2 the governor of a royal
castle.

# formerly, the highest-ranking official in a
royal household.

conestabeuelarey |kon'stzbys leré| «n (pl.
-ies) the constables of a district, collectively.

® an armed police force organized as a military
unit. ®a police force covering a particular
area or city. e adj. [attib.] of or relating to a
constabulary.

conesterenastion | kinstor'nasHan| « n. feel-
ings of anxiety or dismay, typically at some-
thing unexpected: I ler the lawn grow long,
much to the consternation of the neighbors.

conestiteusenecy |kon'sticHoswoansé| « n. (pl.
-ies) a body of voters in a specified area who
elect a representative to a legislative body: the
politician who wishes to remain in the good graces
of his constituency.

B the area represented in this way. ® a body of
CuStomers Or SUPpPOrters: a constituency of rac-
ing fans.

conestiteucent |kon'sticHowoant| « adj. [attrib.]
1 being a part of a whole: the constituent min-
erals of the rock. 2 being a voting member of
an organization and having the power to ap-
point or elect: the constituent body has a right
of veto.

m able to make or change a political constitu-
tion: a constituent assembly. « n. 1 a member
of a constituency. 2 a component part of
something: the essential constituents of the hu-
man diet.

conestietute | 'kinsta,t(y)oot| « v. [trans.] 1 be
(a part) of a whole: single parents constitute a
great proportion of the poor.

m (of people or things) combine to form (a
whole): there were enough members present to
constitute a quorum. W be or be equivalent to
(something): his failure to act constituted a
breach of duty. 2 (usu. be constituted) give
legal or constitutional form to (an institu-
tion); establish by law.

conestietuetion | kinsta't(y)oosHon| «n. 1 a
body of fundamental principles or estab-
lished precedents according to which a state
or other organization is acknowledged to be
governed.

® a written record of this: the preamble to the
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constitution of UNESCO. m (the Constitu-
tion) the basic written set of principles of fed-
eral government in the US, which came into
operation in 1789 and has since been modi-
fied by twenty-seven amendments. 2 the
composition of something: the genetic consti-
wtion of a species.

B the forming or establishing of something: the
constitution of a police authority. 3 a person’s
physical state with regard to vitality, health,
and strength: pregnancy had weakened her con-
stitution.

® a person’s mental or psychological makeup.

conestietustioneal | kidnsta't(y)60sHanl |
« adj. 1 of or relating to an established set of
principles governing a state: a constitutional
amendment.

B in accordance with or allowed by such prin-
ciples: a constitutional monarchy | actions that
were ruled not constitutional. 2 of or relating to
someone’s physical or mental condition: a
constitutional weakness. « n. a walk, typically
one taken regularly to maintain or restore
good health.

DERIVATIVES: conestictuctionealeicty
|-, t(y)00sHa'neelité | #. conestictustionsalely
adv.

conestistustive | 'kdnsta,t(y)ootiv;  kon
'stiCHativ| « adj. 1 having the power to estab-
lish or give organized existence to something:
the state began 10 exercise a new and constitutive
function. 2 forming a part or constituent of
something; component: poverty is a constitu-
tive element of a particular form of economic
growth.

B forming an essential element of something:
language is constitutive of thought. 3 (in bi-
ochemistry) relating to an enzyme or enzyme
system that is continuously produced in an
organism, regardless of the needs of cells.
DERIVATIVES: conestistuctiveely adv.

conestrain |kon'stran| v, [trans.] (often be
constrained) severely restrict the scope, ex-
tent, or activity of: agricultural development is
constrained by climate.

® compel or force (someone) toward a partic-
ular course of action: [with obj. and infinitive]
children are constrained to work in the way the
book dictates. B [usu. as adj.] (constrained)
cause to appear unnaturally forced, typically
because of embarrassment: ke was acting in a
constrained manner. 8 confine forcibly; im-
prison. B bring about (something) by com-
pulsion.

DERIVATIVES: conestraineasble adj. cone
straineed*ly |-nadlé| adv.

conestraint |kon'strant| -z a limitation or
restriction: the availability of water is the main
constraint on jfood production | time con-
straints make it impossible to do everything.

® inhibition in relations between people: they
would be able to talk without constraint.

conestrucetiveism |kon'strokti,vizom| « 7. a
style or movement in art in which assorted
mechanical objects are combined into ab-
stract mobile structural forms. The move-
ment originated in Russia in the 1920s and
has influenced many aspects of modern ar-

contagion

chitecture and design. [ORIGIN: Russian
konstruktivizm.)
DERIVATIVES: conestrucetiveist ., adj.
conestrue |kon'stroo| « v. (construes, con-
strued, construing) [trans.] (often be con-
strued) interpret (a word or action) in a par-
ticular way: his words could hardly be
construed as an apology.

® analyze the syntax of (a text, sentence, or
word): both verbs can be construed with ei-
ther infinitive. W translate (a passage or au-
thor) word for word, typically aloud.
DERIVATIVES: conestrucasble adj. cone
strueal |-'strgosl| 7.

conesuestude |'kinswo,t(y)ood| « n. estab-
lished custom, esp. when having legal force.
DERIVATIVES: conesuestudei°nal adj. con®
suectuedi*narey | kinswa't(y)oodn,eré| adj.

conesul |'kidnsal| « 7. 1 an official appointed
by a government to live in a foreign city and
protect the government’s citizens and inter-
ests there (as distinguished from an ambassa-
dor, who represents one country’s interests in
another, and is usually stationed in the sec-
ond country’s capital). 2 (in ancient Rome)
one of the two annually elected chief magis-
trates who jointly ruled the republic.

B any of the three chief magistrates of the first
French republic (1799-1804).
DERIVATIVES: conesuclar
adj. conesuleship |- sHIp| 7.

conesumeersism | kon'scoma,rizom| e 7.
1 the protection or promotion of the interests
of consumers. 2 in economics, the idea that
ever increasing growth in the consumption of
goods is viable and beneficial. 3 the preoccu-
pation of society with the acquisition of con-
sumer goods.
DERIVATIVES: conesumeersist ad. & n.
conesumeercisetic |kon scoma'ristik| adj.

conesumemate .o |'kinsomat| [trans.]
make (a marriage or relationship) complete
by having sexual intercourse: refused to con-
summate their marriage, which subsequently was
annulled.

B complete (a transaction or attempt); make
perfect: their scheme of colonization was con-
summated through bloodshed. < adj. |'kénsa-
mot; kon'somoat| showing a high degree of
skill and flair; complete or perfect: she dressed
with consummate elegance.
DERIVATIVES: conesumemateely |'kin-
somotle; kan'somatlé| adv. conesumemae
tion 7. conssumemactor |'kidnss matar| n.

conesumpetive |kon'som(p)tiv| «ady. 1 af-
fected with a wasting disease, esp. pulmonary
tuberculosis (formerly called consumption)
: from birth he was sickly and consumprive. 2 of
or relating to the using up of resources: rour-
ism represents an insidious form of consumptive
activtry. « n. a person with a wasting disease,
esp. pulmonary tuberculosis.
DERIVATIVES: conessump-etive-ly adv.

conetaegion |kan'tajon| « n. the communica-
tion of disease from one person to another by
close contact: the rooms held no risk of conta-
gion.

B a disease spread in such a way. ® the spread-

| 'kans(y)alar|
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ing of a harmful idea or practice: the contagion
of disgrace.

conetasgious |kon'tdjas| « adj. (of a disease)
spread from one person or organism to an-
other by direct or indirect contact; commu-
nicable: a contagious infection. Cf. INFECTIOUS

® (of a person or animal) likely to transmit a
disease by contact with other people or ani-
mals. B (of an emotion, feeling, or attitude)
likely to spread to and affect others: ker enthu-
stasm is contagious.
DERIVATIVES: conetasgiousely adv. cone
tasgious*ness n.

UsAGE: Contagious and infectious (not-
infectuous) are often misused. In the strict
medical sense, a contagious disease is
transmitted by direct physical contact,
whereas an infectious disease is carried by
germs in air or water, or by a specific kind of
physical contact (as with venereal diseases).
In figurative, nontechnical senses, conta-
gious may describe the spread of things
good or bad, such as laughter and merri-
ment, or corruption, violence, panic, etc.:
The chief’s paranoia had a contagious effect on
the officers. Infectious, in figurative senses,
usually refers to the spread of only pleasant,
positive things, such as good humor, opti-
mism: Sharon’s infectious enthusiasm for the
project attracted many volunteers. .

conetamei*nate |kon'tzmoanat| .. (trans.]
(often be contaminated) make (something)
impure, often dangerous, by exposure to or
addition of a poisonous or polluting sub-
stance: the site was found to be contaminated by
radioactivity | the juice has been contaminated
with fine rust flakes | the entertainment industry
1s able to contaminate the mind of the public | (as
adi.] (contaminated) contaminated blood

products.
DERIVATIVES: conetamei*nant |-'tzmoa-
nant| »n. conetamei*nastion |- t@mos'na-

SHan| n. con*tamei*nactor |-natar| n.
conete |koNt |« n. a short story as a form of
literary composition.

® 3 medieval narrative tale.

conetemn |kon'tem| . v. [trans.] treat or re-
gard with contempt.

DERIVATIVES: conetemeni*ble adj. con®
temneer, contemnor |-'tem(n)ar| n.
constemeporrasne*ous |kon,tempa'ranéas|
« adj. existing or occurring in the same period
of time: Pythagoras was contemporaneous
with the Buddha.
DERIVATIVES: constemeporrasnesisty |-ra
'néité; -ra'naité| n. con*temepocracnesous®
ly adv. con*temeporrasnesous*ness n.
constempt |kan'tem(p)t| « #. the feeling that
a person or a thing is not worthy of consider-
ation, worthless, or deserving scorn: he
showed his contempt for his job by doing it very
badly.

8 disregard for something that should be taken
into account: an arrogant contempt for the
wishes of the majoriry. ® (also contempt of
court) the offense of being disobedient to or
disrespectful of a court of law, its orders, or

contextualism

its officers: several unions were held 1o be in
contempt and were fined.

constempteisble |kon'tem(p)tabal| -« adj.
1 deserving contempt; despicable: a display of
contempuible cowardice. 2 displaying con-
tempt; contemptous: a contemptible sneer.
DERIVATIVES: con*tempteibly |-blé| adv.

conetempetusous |kon'tem(p)CHawas| » ad).
showing contempt; scornful: she was intoler-
ant and contemptuous of fellow students.
DERIVATIVES: concstempetucousely adv.
constempetucous*ness 7.

conetend |kan'tend| « 2. 1 [intrans.] (contend
with/against) struggle to overcome (a diffi-
culty or danger): she had to contend with his un-
certain temper.

B (contend for) engage in a competition or
campaign in order to win or achieve (some-
thing): the local team should contend for a divi-
sion championship | [as adj.] (contending) dis-
putes continued between the contending parties.
2 [with clause] assert something as a position
in an argument: ke contends that the judge was
wrong.
DERIVATIVES: constendeer n.

conetenstious |kon'tencHass| « adj. causing
or likely to cause an argument; controversial:
a contentious issue.

8 involving heated argument: the subject of con-
tentious debate. W (of a person) given to argu-
ing or provoking argument. ® (in law) relat-
ing to or involving differences between
contending parties.

DERIVATIVES: constenstious*ly adv. con®
tenetious*ness 7.

consteremienous | kin'tarmoanas; kan-| « adj.
sharing a common boundary: the forty-eight
conterminous states.

B having the same area, context, or meaning: a
genealogy conterminous with the history of the
US. Cf. COTERMINOUS.

DERIVATIVES: constersmisnousely adv.
conecter*mi*nouseness 7.

conetesstastion | kin,tas'tasHan| e« n. formal
the action or process of disputing or arguing.

conetext |'kin,tekst| « n. the circumstances
that form the setting for an event, statement,
or idea, and in terms of which it can be fully
understood and evaluated: the decision was
taken within the context of planned cuts in spend-
ing.

# the parts of something written or spoken
that immediately precede and follow a word
or passage and clarify its meaning: word pro-
cessing 1s affected by the context in which words
appear.

DERIVATIVES: conetexteless adj. constexe
tueal |kon'teksCHowal| adj. conetexetueal*
ly {koan'tekscHowalé| adv.
conetexetuealsism |kon'teksCHaw?,lizom |
«n. 1 a philosophical doctrine that empha-
sizes the importance of the context of inquiry
in a particular question. 2 the theory that
works of art and literature should be viewed
and judged with reference to the social, polit-
ical, and cultural context in which they were
made.
DERIVATIVES: constexstucaleist 7.




contextualize

constexstusalsize |kon'tekscHawa liz| »w
[trans.] place or study 1n conteXxt: the book con-
textualizes Metville’s shorr ficrion and pocory.
DERIVATIVES: con*tex*tural+i+zarton
| kan, teksCHawal2'zasHoan | #.

constigeurous |ksn'tigyawas | » ady. sharing a
common berder; touching: AMaine and New
Hampshire are contiguous siates,

M next or together in sequence: five Aundred
contiguos dictionary entries.
DERIVATIVES: conttisgusi*ty . con*tig*u*
ous*ly ade. constigrurousrness n.

constisnent . adi. 1 able to control move-
ments of the bowels and bladder. 2 cxercising
self-restraint, esp. sexually,
DERIVATIVES: constisnence .
nently aduv.

constlsnenstal | kintn'entl| .adi 1 [afiib]
coming from or characteristic of mainland
Europe: traditional continental cuisine, 2 (also
Continental) pertaining to the 13 original
colontes of the US; colomal: e 783 the offi-
cers and men of the continenal forces had lirtle to
cefebrate. »n. 1 an inhabitamt of mainland
Europe, as distinguished from Brivain and
Ireland. 2 (Continental) a member of the co-
lontal army in the Amernican Revalution.

constinsgen=cy | kan'tinjansé| « » (pl. ~ies} a
future event or circumstance that is possible
but cannot be predicted with certainty: a
detatled contract thar attempis 1o provide for ail
CORIREENCIES.

B a provision for such an events or circum-
stance: [as ad.] a conrfngency reserve. Wan in-
cidental expense: allow an extra fifteen percent
in the budget for contingencies. W the absence of
certainty in events: rhe sland'’s public affairs
con be invaded by contingency. B (in philoso-
phy) the absence of necessity; the fact of be-
ing s0 without having to be so.

constinegent |kan'tinjant| « adf. 1 subject to
chance: the contingent nanire of the job.

B {of losses, liabilities, etc.) that can be antici-
pated to anse if a partcular event occurs:
businesses need to be aware of their liabilities, both
actual and connngenr. W verifiable by observa-
tion, without reference to logical necessity:
Cf. emprical. 2 {predic] (contingent onf
upon) occurring or existing only if {certain
other circumstances) are the case; dependent
on: resolution of the conflict was contingent on the
signing of o cease-fire agreement.
DERIVATIVES: conctinegentsly adv,

constinsu®al |kan'tinvawsl| = adf. frequently
recurring; always happening: the city caprtu-
fated after continual attacks.

B having no interruptions: some pattenits need
continual safeguarding.

DERIVATIVES: constineusalsly adz.

usAGE: For the difference between con-
tinual and continucus, sce USaQe at CON-
TINUGLS.

consti*

constisnueioty | kintm'(v)6oate| » #. (ol -ies)
1 the unbroken and consistent existence or
operation of something over a peried of time;
pension rights accruing through continuity of em-
ploymcnt.

97

contraband

M 3 state of stability and the absence of distup-
tion. M {often continuity betweenfwith) a
connection or line of development with ne
sharp breaks: sowen blunker designs that pro-
wide contivmuity with the past. 2 the mainte-
nance of continuous action and  self-
consistent detail in the various scenes of a
movie or broadcast: [as adj.) @ contfruity ervon

B the linking of broadcast items, esp. by a spo-
ken commentary.

constineuso |kon'tinys,wa| (also basso
continuo) « #. (pl. =0s) {in barogue music) an
accompanying part that includes a bass line
and harmonies, typically played on a key-
beard instrument and with other instruments
such as cello or bass viol.

constineusous |kon'tinyawas| « adi. 1 form-
ing an unbroken whole; without interruption:
the whole performance is enacted in one continy-
Ous IMOTEEnL.

u forming a series with no exceptions or revet-
sals: there have been continuous advances i de-
sign and production. 2 denoting an aspect or
tense of a verb that expresses an action in
PTOEICss.

DERIVATIVES: constin-usous*ly ady. con+
tin*usous*ness n.

UsaGE: In precise usage, continual means
“frequent, repeating at intervals’ and con-
tinugus means ‘going on without pause or
mnrerruption’: We suffered from the continual
attacks of mosguitoes. The waterfall’s contin-
wous floww creates an endless voar. Continu-
ous is the word to use in decribing spatial
relationships, as in ¢ continuous {not con=
tinual) series af rooms; a continuous platn
of arable land. Avold using continuous or
continuously as a way of describing some-
thing that occurs at regular or seasanal inter-
vals: Our heliday cevemony has been held con-
tinuwously (should be annually) stnce 1925,

constineusum |kan'tunvowam| » 7. (pl. con-
tinua |-yawa|) [usw. in sing] a conunuous
sequence in which adjacent elements are not
perceptibly different from each other, al-
though the extremes are quite distinct.

conetort |kan'toért| « v twist or bend out of
its normal shape: [trans] a spasm of pam con-
torted his face | [intrans.] Aer face contoried with
anger | [as ad)] (contorted) contorted Bmbs |
a contorted verston of the truth.
DERIVATIVES: con-tor-tion |kan'torsHan|
.

constor{tionsist |kon'tdrsHanist| - #. an en-
tertainer who cwists and bends his or her
body into strange and unnatural positions.

constra=sband | 'kintrs bend | « 2. something
that has been impoerted or exported illegally:
the police fooked for drugs, guns, and other con-
sraband.

B rrade in smuggled goods: the govermment has
declared a wnationwvide war on conpraband.
u (3lso contraband of war) goods forbidden
to be supplied by neutrals to those engaged
in war. » adj. imported or exported illegally,
either in defiance of a total ban or without
pavment of duty: comtraband cigarerees,



contrabass

® relating to traffic in illegal goods: the contra-
band marker.
DERIVATIVES: conetrasbandeist |-ist| n.

conetrasbass | 'kintrs,bas| « n. another term
for double bass, the largest and lowest mem-
ber of the violin family. . adj. {attrib.] denoting
a musical instrument with a range an octave
lower than the normal bass range: a contra-
bass clarinet.

conetracteasble |kon'trektabsl| «ad. (of a
disease) able to be caught.

conetracteicble |kon'trektabal| « adj. able to
be shrunk or capable of contracting.

conetracetile |kan'trzkeal; -,til| » adj. capa-
ble of or producing muscular contraction: ke
contractile actrvity of the colon.
DERIVATIVES: constracetilsisty | kin,trek
'tilité | .

conetracetion |kon'treksHon| +n  the
process of becoming smaller: the general con-
traction of the industry did further damage to
morale.

B the process in which a muscle becomes or is
made shorter and tighter: neurons control the
contraction of muscles | repeat the exercise, hold-
ing each contraction for one second. W (usu.
contractions) a shortening of the uterine
muscles occurring at intervals before and
during childbirth. ® a word or group of words
resulting from shortening an original form:
“goodbye”is a contraction of “God be with you.”
M the process of shortening a word by combi-
nation or elision.

conetrasdance | 'kintrs,dzns| » z. a country
dance in which the couples form lines facing
each other.

conetraedisetincetion | kintrada'stiNGk-
sHon| ez distinction made by contrasting
the different qualities of two things: zhe bacte-
rium is termed “rough” in contradistinction
to its ordinary smooth form.

conetracinediccate | kintra'indskat| .o
[trans.] (usu. be contraindicated) (of a con-
dition or circumstance) suggest or indicate
that (a particular technique or drug) should
not be used in the case in question: dosages
over 500 mg are contraindicated in the presence
of hypertension.

DERIVATIVES: conetrasinediscastion |- in-
da'kasHan | n.

conetraleto | kon'trzltd| « z. (pl. ~os) the low-
est female singing voice: the voice was a round,
Sfudl contralro.

W 3 singer with such a voice. B a part written
for such a voice.

conetraspossietion | kintrops'ziSHon| - n.
conversion of a logical proposition from all A
is B 1o all not-B is not-A.

DERIVATIVES: conetraspos*ictive |-'piz-
auv| adj. & n.

conetraspunetal | kintra'pantl| « adj. of or in
musical COUNTERPOINT.

| (of a piece of music) with two or more inde-
pendent melodic lines.
DERIVATIVES: conetraspunctalely
constraspunctist |-tist| ».

conetrareiean |kon'treréan; kin-| « n. a per-
son who opposes or rejects popular opinion.

adv.
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« adj. opposing or rejecting popular opinion;
going against current practice.
DERIVATIVES: conetrarei*ancism
am| n.

conetraerieesty | kiintra'risté| « 7. opposition
or inconsistency between two or more things:
questions that involved much contrariety of opin-
won.

conetrasvene | kintra'vén| . v. [trans.} violate
the prohibition or order of (a law, treaty, or
code of conduct): this would contravene the rule
against hearsay.

m conflict with (a right, principle, etc.), and
thereby compromise it.
DERIVATIVES: conetrasveneer 7.

conetreedanse |'kintras,dzns; koNtra'daNs |
en (pl. same) a French form of country
dance, originating in the 18th century and re-
lated to the quadrille.

B a piece of music for such a dance. B another
term for CONTRADANCE.

conetreetemps | 'kidntrs tdN;  KONtra'tdN |
en (pl. same |- tdN(z); -'tiN(z)|) an unex-
pected and unfortunate occurrence.

B a minor dispute or disagreement.

conetribsustoery  |kan'tribys,téré| - adj.
1 playing a part in bringing something about:
smoking is a contributory cause of lung cancer.
2 (of a pension or insurance plan) operated
by means of a fund into which people pay:
contributory benefits.

conetrite |kon'trit| - ad;. feeling or expressing
remorse or penitence; affected by guilt.
DERIVATIVES: constriteely adv. conetrites
ness 7.

conetristion |kon'trisHan| «#n. the state of
feeling remorseful and penitent.

& (in the Roman Catholic Church) the repent-
ance of past sins during or after confession.

conetriveance |kan'trivans| « 2. a thing that
is created skillfully and inventively to serve a
particular purpose: an assortment of electronic
equipment and mechanical contrivances.

B the use of skill to bring about something or
create something: the requirements of the sys-
tem, by happy chance and some contrivance, can
be summed up in an acronym. W a device, esp.
in literary or artistic composition, that gives
a sense of artificiality.

conetrol |kan'trdl| - 7. (in science, medicine,
etc.) a group or individual used as a standard
of comparison for checking the results of a
survey or experiment: they saw no difference
between the cancer patients and the controls. « v.
fintrans.] (control for) take into account (an
extraneous factor that might affect results)
when performing an experiment: no attempt
was made to control for variations | [as adj.]
(controlled) a controlled trial.
DERIVATIVES: conetrolelasbilsiety |kon
jtrola'bilité| n. conetrolelacble adj. cone
trolelasbly adv.

conetroleler {kan'trolar| « #. (in institutions,
etc.) a person in charge of an organization’s
finances.

DERIVATIVES: conetrolelersship |- sHip| n.

conetroevert |'kintrsvort; kéntra'vort| .
ftrans.} deny or contradict the truth of (some-

| - niz-




contumacious

thing): subsequent work from the same labora-
tory controverted these results.

B argue about (something): the views in the ar-
ticle have been controverted.

DERIVATIVES: constroeverteicble adj.
conetuemasccious | kint(y)s'masHas| - adj.

stubbornly or willfully disobedient to author-

ity, esp. legal authority.

DERIVATIVES: conetuemascy n. constue

macciousely adv.

conetuemeely |kon't(y)oomole; ‘kant(y)s
\mélé; 'kédn, t(y)oomle| « n. (pl. -ies) insolent
or insulting language or treatment: elderly
neighbors should not be exposed to gossip and
contumely.

DERIVATIVES: conctusmeclicous adj.
conetuesion |kan't6ozHan| e 7. a region of
injured tissue or skin in which blood capillar-

ies have been ruptured; a bruise.
coenunedrum |ks'nandram| « n. (pl. conun-

drums) a confusing and difficult problem or

question: one of the most difficult conundrums
Jor the experts.

® 3 question asked for amusement, typically
one with a pun in its answer; a riddle.

coneurebaction | kinor'basHan| .7 an
extended urban area, typically consisting of
several towns merging with the suburbs of
one or more cities.

conevaclesce | kinva'les| . [intrans] re-
cover one’s health and strength over a period
of time after an illness or operation: ke spent
eight months convalescing after the stroke.
DERIVATIVES: conevaclesecence 7. con®
varlesecent adj., n.

conevecetion |kan'veksHan| « 7. 1 the move-
ment caused within a fluid by the tendency of
hotter and therefore less dense material to
rise, and of colder, denser material to sink un-
der the influence of gravity, which conse-
quently results in transfer of heat. 2 the up-
ward movement of atmospheric properties.
Cf. ADVECTION.
DERIVATIVES: conevect v. con*vecetioneal
|-sHanl| adj. conevecetive |kan'vektiv| adj.

coneveenance |'kinvsnans| 7z (also con-
venances) conventional social propriety:
adhered to the convenances of colonial society.

conevene |kon'vén| e v. [trans.] call people to-
gether for (a meeting): convened a secret meet-
ing.

H assemble or cause to assemble for a common
purpose: [trans.] convened a group of well-known
scientists and philosophers | [intrans.] the commit-
tee had convened for its final plenary session.
DERIVATIVES: conevencasble adj. cone
veneer n. con*vesnor |-'vénar| n.

conevenetion |kon'vencHan| « 7. 1 a way in
which something is usually done, esp. within
a particular area or activity: the conventions of
children’s literature.

B behavior that is considered acceptable or po-
lite to most members of a society: an upholder
of convention and correct form. B (in bridge) an
artificial bid by which a bidder tries to con-
vey specific information about the hand to his
or her partner. 2 an agreement between
countries covering particular matters, esp.
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conversion

one less formal than a treaty. 3 a large meet-
ing or conference, esp. of members of a polit-
ical party or a particular profession: a conven-
tion of retail merchants.

B an assembly of the delegates of a political
party to select candidates for office. ®man
organized meeting of enthusiasts for a televi-
sion program, movie, or literary genre: a Star
Trek convention. ® abody set up by agreement
to deal with a particular issue. the convention
is a UN body responsible for the regulation of sea
dumping.

conevenetioneal |kon'vencHanl| » adj. based
on or in accordance with what is generally
done or believed.

B (of a person) behaving in a way that is gen-

erally held to be acceptable, at the expense of
individuality and sincerity. ® (of a work of art
or literature) following traditional forms and
genres: conventional love poetry. B (of weapons
or power) nonnuclear: agreement on reducing
conventional forces in Europe. B (of a bid in
bridge) intended to convey a particular
meaning according to an agreed upon con-
vention.
DERIVATIVES: conevenctionealesism |- iz-
am| n. conevenctionecaleist |-ist| n. cone
venectionealsicty |- vencHa'nlité| n. cone
venstionealeize |-,iz| v. conevenctionealely
adv.

coneverge |kan'varj| e 2. [intrans.] (of several
people or things) come together from differ-
ent directions so as eventually to meet: con-
voys from several eastern ports converged in the
Atlantic | two people whose lives converge briefly
from time to time.

H (converge on/upon) come from different
directions and meet at (a place): half a million
sports fans will converge on the capiral. B (of a
number of things) gradually change so as to
become similar or develop something in
common: two cultures converged as the French
settled Vermont. W (of lines) tend to meet at a
point: lines of longitude are parallel at the equa-
tor but converge toward the poles.

coneveresant |kon'vorsant| - adj. [predic.] fa-
miliar with or knowledgeable about some-
thing: fully conversant with the principles of
word processing.

DERIVATIVES: coneveresance n. conever*
sanecy |-sonsé| n.

coneveresion |kon'vorzaan| «n. 1 (in reli-
gion) the fact of changing one’s faith or
beliefs or the action of persuading someone
else to change theirs: my conversion to the
Carholic faith.

® (in Christian theology) repentance and
change to a godly life. 2 (in law) the chang-
ing of real into personal property, or of joint
into separate property, or vice versa. 3 (in
psychiatry) the manifestation of a mental dis-
turbance as a physical disorder or disease: [as
adj.] conversion disorders.

| the transposition of the subject and predi-
cate of a logical proposition according to
certain rules to form a new proposition by
inference. 4 the illegal action of wrongfully
dealing with goods in a manner inconsistent



convertjble

with the owner’s rights: the conversion of
clients’ monies.

coneverteisble |kon'vartabal | « adj. able to be
changed in form, function, or character: a liv-
ing room that is convertible into a bedroom.

® (of a car) having a folding or detachable roof:
a white convertible Mercedes. ® (of currency)
able to be converted into other forms, esp.
into gold or US dollars. ® (of a bond or stock)
able to be converted into ordinary or prefer-
ence shares. ® (of logical terms) synonymous.
« n. 1 a car with a folding or detachable roof.
2 (usu. convertibles) a convertible security.
DERIVATIVES: coneverteicbileiety |- vort-
obilitg| 7.

conevex |kin'veks; 'kian,veks; kon'veks| « adj.
1 having an outline or surface curved like the
exterior of a circle or sphere. Cf. CONCAVE.
2 (of a polygon) not having any interior
angles greater than 180°.

DERIVATIVES: conevexeisty |kin'veksite;
kon-| n. conevexely adv.

conevicetion |kon'viksHon| 7 1 a formal
declaration that someone is guilty of a crimi-
nal offense, made by judicial procedure, esp.
by the verdict of a jury or the decision of a
judge in a court of law: a previous conviction
for a similar offense. 2 a firmly held belief or
opinion: [with clause] kis conviction that the
death was no accident | she takes pride in star-
ing her political convictions.

® the quality of showing that one is firmly con-
vinced of what one believes or says: Ais voice
lacked conviction.

coneviveieal |kon'vivésl; kan'vivyal| « adj. (of
an atmosphere or event) friendly, lively, and
enjoyable.

® (of a person) cheerful and friendly; jovial.
DERIVATIVES: coneviveicalsity |konvive
'zlité| n. consviveisalely adv.

conevoecastion | kinva'kasHon| » . 1alarge
formal assembly of people.

® 3 formal ceremony at a college or university,
as for the conferring of awards and degrees.
2 the action of calling people together for a
large formal assembly: the convocation of the
first congress.

DERIVATIVES: con*voecastioneal |-sHonl|
adj.

conevoeluteed | 'kinva,lootad | « adj. (esp. of
an argument, story, or sentence) extremely
complex and difficult to follow: its convoluted
narrative encompasses all manner of digressions.

m intricately folded, twisted, or coiled: walnuts
come in hard and convoluted shells.
DERIVATIVES: conevoeluteedely adv. cons
vorelustion x.

conevulesion |kan'valsHon| « z. (often con-
vulsions) a sudden, violent, irregular move-
ment of a limb or of the body, caused by in-
voluntary contraction of muscles and
associated esp. with brain disorders such as
epilepsy, the presence of certain toxins or
other agents in the blood, or fever in children.

® (convulsions) uncontrollable laughter: the
audience collapsed in convulsions. ® an earth-
quake or other violent or major movement of
the earth’s crust: the violent convulsions of tec~
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corbeil

tonic plates. W a violent social or political up-
heaval: the convulsions of 1939—45.
DERIVATIVES: convulse v.

conevulesive |kan'valsiv| « adj. producing or
consisting of convulsions: a convulsive disease
| she gave a convulsive sob.
DERIVATIVES: conevulesivesly adv.

coeopeereastive |ko'dp(a)rativ| (also co-
operative) . adj. involving mutual assistance
in working toward a common goal.

B willing to be of assistance: they have been ex-
tremely considerate, polite, and cooperative. ® (of
a farm, dwelling, business, etc.) owned and
run jointly by its members, with profits or
benefits shared among them. «#n a farm,
business, dwelling, or other organization that
is owned and run jointly by its members, who
share the profits or benefits.
DERIVATIVES: cocoprercastiverly adv.

co-opt |ko'dpt; 'ko,dpt| « . [trans.] (often be
co-opted) appoint to membership of a com-
mittee or other body by invitation of the exist-
ing members.

B divert to or use in a role different from the
usual or original one:[with obj. and infinitive]
social scientists were co-opted to work with the
development agencies. ® adopt (an idea or pol-
icy) for one’s own use: they have had most of
their ideas co-opted by bigger parties.
DERIVATIVES: co-opetion | ko'dpsHaon| 7.
co-op-tive |-'dptiv| adj.

coepaeceteic | kopa'setik| « adj. satisfactory
and in good order: don’t worry — everything
is copacetic.

Coepereniscan sysetem » 1 a model of the
solar system in which the planets orbit in cir-
cles around the sun (as proposed by Nicolaus
Copernicus 1473-1543). Cf. PTOLEMAIC SYS-
TEM.

coepi*ous |'kopéas| « adj. abundant in sup-
ply or quantity: she took copious notes.

B profuse in speech or ideas: I had been a little
too copious in talking of my country.
DERIVATIVES: cos*pi*ousely adv.
ous*ness 7.

copepice |'kipas| « 7. an area of woodland in
which the trees or shrubs are, or formerly
were, periodically cut back to ground level to
stimulate growth and provide firewood or
timber. « o. [trans.] cut back (a tree or shrub)
to ground level periodically to stimulate
growth: {as adj.] (coppiced) an oak wood with
some coppiced hazel and ash.

copse |kips| » 7. a small group of trees.

copeuelate | 'kipys,lat| « . [intrans.] have sex-
ual intercourse.

DERIVATIVES: copeuclastion | kipys
'lasHon | n. copeuclastoery |-1o,t6r€| adj.
copeyewriteer |'kipi ritor| « 7. a person who
writes the text of advertisements or publicity
material.
DERIVATIVES: copey*writeing |- ritiNG| 7.
coequetery |'kokotre; ko'ke-tré| o n. flirta-
tious behavior or a flirtatious manner.
coequette |ko'ketr| « . a woman who flirts.
DERIVATIVES: co*quetstish adj. cosquete
tishely adv. cosquetstisheness #.
corebeil |'korbal; kér'ba| «n (in architec-

co*pi*




corbel

ture) a representation in stone of a basket of
flowers.

corebel |'korbal| « . a projection jutting out
from a wall to support a structure above it.
« 2. (corbeled, corbeling; chiefly Brit. cor-
belled, corbelling) [trans.] (often be cor-
beled out) support (a structure such as an
‘arch or balcony) on corbels.

cordeage |'kordij| « n. 1 cords or ropes, esp.
in a ship’s rigging. 2 a quantity of wood
divided into cords.

coredial |'korjsl| . ad). warm and friendly.

& strongly felt: I earned his cordial loathing. « n.
1 another term for LIQUEUR. 2 a comforting or
pleasant-tasting medicine.

DERIVATIVES: coredialeicty | korjé'=lité|
n. coredialely adv.

coredileleera | kordl'(y)era| « n. a system or
group of parallel mountain ranges together
with the intervening plateaus and other fea-
tures, esp. in the Andes or the Rockies.

coredon bleu | ,kordon 'blee| « adj. (of cook-
ing) of the highest class: a cordon bleu chef.

| [postpositive] denoting a dish consisting of an
escalope of veal or chicken rolled, filled with
cheese and ham, and then fried in bread-
crumbs. « 7. a cook of the highest class.

coredon sacnictaire |kordoN sidne'ter| o n.
(pl. cordons sanitaires pronunc. same) a
guarded line preventing anyone from leaving
an area infected by a disease and thus spread-
ing it.

# a measure designed to prevent communica-
tion or the spread of undesirable influences:
these rules help to reinforce the cordon sanitaire
around the Pentagon.

co-reespondeent | ko ri'spindant| (also co-
respondent) « ». a person cited in a divorce
case as having committed adultery with the
RESPONDENT.

Coerinethiean |kao'rinTHean| « adj. 1 relating
to or denoting the lightest and most ornate of
the classical orders of architecture (used esp.
by the Romans), characterized by flared cap-
itals with rows of acanthus leaves. 2 given to
luxurious indulgence. 3 involving or display-
ing the highest standards of sportsmanship: a
club embodying the Corinthian spirit. +n. 1 a
native of Corinth.

B a wealthy amateur in sports. 2 the Corin-
thian order of architecture.

cork |kork| « n. the buoyant, light brown sub-
stance obtained from the outer layer of the
bark of the cork oak:[as adj.] cork riles.

| 3 bottle stopper, esp. one made of cork. 8a
piece of cork used as a float for a fishing line
or net. ® a protective layer of dead cells im-
mediately below the bark of woody plants.
« v, ftrans.] (often be corked) 1 close or seal
(a bottle) with a cork.

® {as adj.] (corked) (of wine) spoiled by tannin
from the cork. 2 draw with burnt cork. 3 illi-
citly hollow out (a baseball bat) and fill it with
cork to make it lighter.

DERIVATIVES: corkelike |- lik| adj.

corkeage |'korkij| -7 a charge made by a
restaurant or hotel for serving wine that has
been brought in by a customer.
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coremoerant | 'kormorant| « n. a large diving
bird (genus Phalacrocorax) with a long neck,
long hooked bill, short legs, and mainly dark
plumage. It typically breeds on coastal cliffs
and is noted for its voracious appetite.

B an insatiably greedy person or thing.

corenice |'kornis| .n. 1 an ornamental
molding around the wall of a room just below
the ceiling.

B 3 horizontal molded projection crowning a
building or structure, esp. the uppermost
member of the entablature of an order, sur-
mounting the frieze. 2 an overhanging mass
of hardened snow at the edge of a mountain
precipice.

DERIVATIVES: coreniced adj. corenicsing

n.

coreniche |'kornisH; kor'neésH| 7z a road
running along a coast with scenic views, esp.
one cut into the edge of a cliff.

corenuecoepiea | korn(y)a'kdpea| « 7. a sym-
bol of plenty consisting of a goat’s horn over-
flowing with flowers, fruit, and grains.

B an ornamental container shaped like such a
horn. B an abundant supply of good things of
a specified kind: the festival offers a cornuco-
pia of pleasures.
DERIVATIVES: corenueco*pi¢an adj.

coreolelarey |'kors lere; 'kira-| « n. (pl. -ies)
a proposition that follows from (and is often
appended to) one already proved.

B a direct or natural consequence or result: the
huge increases in unemployment were the corol-
lary of spending cuts. « adj. forming a propo-
sition that follows from one already proved.

® associated; supplementary.

coeroena |ka'rona| «n (pl. coronae |ka
'rong; - ni|) 1 the rarefied gaseous envelope
of the sun and other stars. The sun’s corona
is normally visible only during a total solar
eclipse, when it is seen as an irregularly
shaped pearly glow surrounding the dark-
ened disk of the moon.

® (also corona discharge) (in physics) the
glow around a conductor at high potential.
® 3 small circle of light seen around the sun
or moon, due to diffraction by water droplets.
2 crownlike anatomical structure.

B (in botany) the cup-shaped or trumpet-
shaped outgrowth at the center of a daffodil
or narcissus flower. 3 a part of an exterior
CORNICE having a broad vertical face.
DERIVATIVES: coreo*nal adj.

coreo*narey |'korsnere; 'kir-| « adj. relating
to or denoting the arteries that surround and
supply blood to the heart.

® relating to or denoting a structure that encir-
cles a part of the body. « . (pl. -ies) short for
coronary thrombosis, a THROMBOSIS in a coro-
nary artery.

coreoenet | kora,net; kar-| « 7 asmall or rel-
atively simple crown, esp. as worn by minor
royalty and nobles.

® a circular decoration for the head, esp. one
made of flowers.

DERIVATIVES: corso*neteed adj.
corepoerall |'korp(a)ral| « n. a rank of non-
commissioned officer in the US Army or



corporal

Marine Corps, above lance corporal or pri-
vate first class and below sergeant.

corepoeral? « adj. of or relating to the human
body: corporal punishment. Cf. CORPOREAL.
DERIVATIVES: corsporcral-ly adv.

corepoerate |'kérp(a)rat| « ady. of or relating
to a large company or group: airlines seeking
10 enhance their corporate image.

H (of a large company or group) authorized to
act as a single entity and recognized as such
in law. ® of or shared by all the members of a
group: the service emphasizes the corporate re-
sponstbiliry of the congregation.
DERIVATIVES: coreposratesly adv.

corepoerastion | korpa'rasHon| - n. a large
group of people, company, or group of com-
panies given an existence disctinct from the
individuals who compose it, authorized to act
as a single entity and recognized as such in
law.

ma group of people elected to govern a city,
town, or borough. Ma large abdomen;
paunch.

corepoerateism |'korp(a)ratizom| «n the
control of a state or organization by large in-
terest groups.
DERIVATIVES: corspoerateist adj. & n.

coreporrastive |'korp(d)rativ| . adj. relating
to or denoting a state, typically a fascist one,
organized into corporations representing both
employers and employed in various spheres.
DERIVATIVES: corsposractiveism |-p(3)ra-
ta,vizam| n. corspocrastiveist |-p(3)ratov-
ist| adj. & n. .

corepoereeal |kor'pdreal| « adj. of or relating
to the body, esp. as opposed to the spirit: he
was frank about his corporeal appetites.

®m having a body: a corporeal God. ® (in law)
consisting of material objects; tangible: corpo-
real property.

DERIVATIVES: cor*pocrecalsisty |kor,pore
'zlité | n. cor*pocrecalely adv.

corps de balelet | kor do bz'la| « n. [treated
as sing. or pl.] the members of a ballet company
who dance together as a group.

& the members of the lowest rank of dancers in
a ballet company.

corepuelent |'korpyslant| « adj. (of a person)
fat.

DERIVATIVES: corspuclence 7. corepue
lenecy n.

corepus |'koérpas| ez (pl. corpora |-para|
or corpuses) 1 a collection of written texts,
esp. the entire works of a particular author or
a body of writing on a particular subject: the
Darwinian corpus.

M 3 collection of written or spoken material,
esp. in electronic form, assembled for the
purpose of studying linguistic structures, fre-
quencies, etc. 2 the main body or mass of an
anatomical structure.

corepusecle |'kor,pasal| « 7. a minute body
or cell in an organism, esp. a red or white cell
in the blood of vertebrates.

® a minute particle formerly regarded as the
basic constituent of matter or light.
DERIVATIVES: corspusecuclar
kyalor| adj.

| kor'pas-
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corepus deeliceti | ds'lik,ti; -té| « n. the facts
and circumstances constituting a breach of a
law.

H concrete evidence of a crime, esp. a corpse.

corerecetion |ka'reksHon| - 7. (in law) pun-
ishment, esp. that of criminals in prison in-
tended to rectify their behavior.

B corrections the practice, profession, meth-
ods, etc. of punishing criminals: [as adj.] a
corrections officer.

corerecetioneal |ko'reksHonl| «adj. of or
relating to the punishment of criminals in a
way intended to rectify (correct) their behav-
ior: a correctional institution.

corerecetistude |ko'rekts,t(y)ood| «n cor-
rectness, esp. conscious correctness in one’s
behavior.

corereslastion | kors'lasHon| <7 a mutual
relationship or connection between two or
more things: research showed a clear correla-
tion between recession and levels of property
crime.

B (in statistics) interdependence of variable
quantities. @ a quantity measuring the extent
of such interdependence. ® the process of
establishing a relationship or connection be-
tween two or more things.

DERIVATIVES: corereleastive adj. corsre*
lastioneal |-sHonl| adj.

coreriegieble |'korajabal | « adj. capable of be-
ing corrected, rectified, or reformed. Cf. IN-
CORRIGIBLE.

DERIVATIVES: corerisgisbilei-ty
'bilite | 7.

corerobeoerate |ka'ribs,rat| « v. [trans.] con-
firm or give support to (a statement, theory,
or finding): the witness had corroborated the
boy’s account of the attack.
DERIVATIVES: corerobeosrastion |kariba
'rasHon| n. corerobrocractive |-'rdb(a)-
rativ| adj. corsrobrocrastor |- rator| n. core
robeosractoery |-'rib(a)rs,tore | ady.

corerode |ka'rod| « v. [trans.] destroy or dam-
age (metal, stone, or other materials) slowly
by chemical action: acid rain poisons fish and
corrodes buildings.

# [intrans.] (of metal or other materials) be
destroyed or damaged in this way: over the
years copper tubing corrodes. W destroy or
weaken (something) gradually: rthe self-
centered climate corrodes ideals and concerns
abour social justice.

DERIVATIVES: corsrodricble adj. corro-
sion 7.

coreroesive |ka'rosiv; -ziv| - adj. tending to
corrode. ® harmful and destructive of integ-
rity: a corrosive desire. @ extremely sarcastic or
caustic: corrosive criticism. «n. a COrrosive
substance.

DERIVATIVES: corerossivesly adv. corsro®
siveeness 7.

coreruegate |'kors gat| « v. contract or cause
to contract into wrinkles or folds: [intrans.]
Micky’s brow corrugated in a simian frown | as
[ad}.] corrugated iron.

coresage |kor'sazH; -'sdj| «n. 1 a spray of
flowers worn pinned to a woman’s clothes.
2 the upper part of a woman’s dress.

| koraja
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coresair |'korser| « n. 1 a pirate.

M3 privateer, esp. one operating along the
southern coast of the Mediterranean in the
17th century. 2 a pirate ship.

coretege |kor'tezH 'kor,tezH| « 7. a solemn
procession, esp. for a funeral.

® 3 person’s entourage or retinue.

corstissone |'korta,son| « 7. a hormone pro-
duced by the adrenal cortex. It is also made
synthetically for use as an anti-inflammatory
and anti-allergy agent.

coreusecate |'koroskat; 'kir-| .. [intrans.]
(of light) flash or sparkle: the light was corus-
cating through the walls.

DERIVATIVES: coreusecaction | kor'ska-
SHon | n.

corevée |'kor,va kor'va| «n (in the feudal
system) a day’s unpaid labor owed by a vas-
sal to his lord.

= forced labor exacted in lieu of taxes, in par-
ticular labor on public roads.

® an unpleasant duty or onerous task.

corevette |kor'vet| <z a small warship
designed for convoy escort duty.

B 3 sailing warship with one tier of guns.

cosemeteic |kiz'metik| s adj. involving or
relating to treatment intended to restore or
improve a person’s appearance: cosmetic sur-
gery.

® designed or serving to improve the appear-
ance of the body, esp. the face: lens designs can
improve the cosmetic effect of your glasses. ® af-
fecting only the appearance of something
rather than its substance: the reform package
was merely a cosmetic exercise. » n. (Usu. cos-
metics) a product applied to the body, esp.
the face, to improve its appearance.
DERIVATIVES: cos*metsiccalely |-ik(a)le|
adv.

cosemestiecian | kizma'tisHon | « n. a person
who sells or applies cosmetics as an occupa-
tion.

cos*mestoleoegy | kidzmo'tilsje| «n the
professional skill or practice of beautifying
the face, hair, and skin.
DERIVATIVES: cos*mesto*logeiccal |-1o
'lgjikal | adj. cosemestoleoegist |-jist| 7n.

cos*mic |'kdzmik| « adj. of or relating to the
universe or cosmos, esp. as distinct from the
earth: cosmic matter.

B inconceivably vast. ® sweeping in grasp or
intent; grandiose (often used ironically): the
Iyrics to this song are cosmic!

DERIVATIVES: cos*miecal adj. cos*miscale
ly |-ik(a)le| adv.

cosemogeo*ny |kiz'migane| « n. (pl. -ies) a
theory or story regarding the origin of the
universe, esp. the solar system: in their cosmog-
ony, the world was thought 1o be a square, flat sur-
face.

DERIVATIVES: cos*mo*gon*ic | kdzmo
'génik | adj. cossmoegonriscal | kizma'gin-
ikal| adj. cos*mogeoenist |-nist| n.
cosemoleoegy |kiz'milsje| « n. (pl. -ies) the
science of the origin and development of the
universe.

® an account or theory of the origin of the uni-

verse.

counselor

DERIVATIVES: cos*mo*logeiscal | kizma
'l3jikal | adj. cossmolsoegist |-jist| 7.

cos*mopeoelis |kiz'mipalos| «n a city
inhabited by people from many different
countries.

cos*mosepolsictan | kizma'pilatn| » adj. fa-
miliar with and at ease in many different
countries and cultures: kis knowledge of
French, Italian, and Spanish made him genu-
inely cosmopolitan.

& including people from many different coun-
tries: immigration transformed the city into a
cosmopolitan capital. ® having an exciting and
glamorous character associated with travel
and a mixture of cultures: their designs became
a byword for cosmopolitan chic. ® (of a plant or
animal) found all over the world. . n. a cos-
mopolitan person.

® 3 cosmopolitan plant or animal.
DERIVATIVES: cos*mo*poleictansism |- iz-
om| n. cos*mor*poleictancize |- iz| v

cos*mopeoclite |kiz'mips lit| « 7. a cosmo-
politan person.

cos*mos |'kdzmos; -,mos; -,mis| «n (the
cosmos) the universe seen as a well-ordered
whole: investigating the design of the cosmos.

| a system of thought: ke new gender-free intel-
lectual cosmos.

Cosesack | 'kiis,zk; -2k | « 7. a member or sol-
dier of a people of southern Russia, Ukraine,
and Siberia, long noted for their horseman-
ship and military skill. Under the czars they
were allowed considerable autonomy in re-
turn for protecting the frontiers. «adj. of,
relating to, or characteristic of the Cossacks.

coseset |'kdsot| «v. (cosseted, cosseting)
[trans.] care for and protect in an overindul-
gent way.

cosetal |'kastal| . adj. of or relating to the
ribs.

coeteerie |'kotare; kota're| -n. (pl. -ies) a
small group of people with shared interests or
tastes, esp. one that is exclusive of other peo-
ple: a coterie of friends.

coeteremisnous |ko'tarmoanas| « adj. 1 hav-
ing the same boundaries or extent in space,
time, or meaning: the southern frontier was co-
terminous with the French Congo colony.
2 meeting precisely at the ends. Cf. CONTER-
MINOUS.

DERIVATIVES: coster*misnousely adv.
costilelion |ka'tilyan| « #. 1 a dance with elab-
orate steps and figures, in particular:

B an 18th-century French dance based on the
contredanse. ®a quadrille. 2 a formal ball,
esp. one at which debutantes are presented.

Coueéeism |kco'a,izom| « 7. a system of self-
improvement using optimistic autosugges-
tion that enjoyed popularity in the 1920s.

couelee |'koolé| « n. a deep ravine.

couveloir |kool'wir| « n. a steep, narrow gully
on a mountainside.

counecielor | 'kowns(a)lar| (also councillor)
« 7. a member of a council.

DERIVATIVES: councci*lorsship |- sHip|
n.

couneseslor |'kowns(a)lar| (also counsel-

lor) - n. 1 a person trained to give guidance



countenance

on personal, social, or psychological prob-
lems: a marriage counselor.

B [often with adj.] a person who gives advice on
a specified subject: a debr counselor. 2 a per-
son who supervises children at a camp. 3 a
trial lawyer. 4 a senior officer in the diplo-
matic service. 5 a school or university official
who advises students.

USAGE: A counselor is someone who gives
advice or counsel, esp. an attorney. A coun-
cilor is a member of a council, such as a
town or city council. Confusion arises be-
cause many counselors sit on councils, and
councilors are often called on to give counsel.

counetesnance |'kowntn-ans| «n 1 a per-
son’s face or facial expression: his impenetra-
ble eyes and inscrutable countenance give little
away. 2 support: she was giving her specific
countenance to the occasion. « v. [trans.] admit
as acceptable or possible; allow: ke was reluc-
tant to countenance the use of force.

counetersblast |'kowntor,blest| .7 a
strongly worded reply to someone else’s
views: a counterblast to the growing propa-
ganda of the extreme Right.

counctereculeture |'kowntor kalcHar| « n. a
way of life and set of attitudes opposed to or
at variance with values of the prevailing cul-
ture: the idealists of the 60s counterculture.

counctereesepico*nage | kowntar'espia
\ndzH; - néj| -7 activities designed to pre-
vent or thwart spying by an enemy.

counesterefeit | 'kowntor fit| « adj. madein ex-
act imitation of something valuable or impor-
tant with the intention to deceive or defraud:
passing counterfeir §50 bills.

B pretended; sham: the filmmakers created a
counterfeit world using smoke and mirrors. « n.
a fraudulent imitation of something else; a
forgery: he knew the tapes to be counterfeits. « v.
[trans.] imitate fraudulently: my signature is ex-
tremely hard to counterfeit.

B pretend to feel or possess (an emotion or
quality): no pretense could have counterfeited
such terror. M resemble closely: sleep counter-
feited Death so well. Cf. FORGERY.
DERIVATIVES: councterefeiteer n.

counctereinetelelisgence | kowntorin'tels-
jans| 7. another term for COUNTERESPIO-
NAGE.

counetersmand . v. | kowntar'mand; 'kown-
tor,mand | [trans.] revoke (an order): an order
to arrest the strike leaders had been counter-
manded.

® cancel an order for (goods): she decided she
had been extravagant and countermanded the
outfir. M revoke an order issued by (another
person): they were already countermanding her.

couneterepart | 'kowntar,pért| « . 1 a person
or thing holding a position or performing a
function that corresponds to that of another
person or thing in a different area: the officials
held talks with their French counterparts. 2 one
of two copies of a legal document.

couneterepoint |'kowntor,point| «7. 1 the
art or technique of setting, writing, or play-
ing a melody or melodies in conjunction with
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coup de grace

another, according to fixed rules, esp. those
that began to develop in western music in the
15th century.

®a melody played in conjunction with an-
other. 2 an argument, idea, or theme used to
create a contrast with the main element: /
have used my interviews with parents as a coun-
terpoint to a professional judgment. « v. [trans.]
1 add counterpoint to (a melody): the orches-
tra counterpoints the vocal part. 2 (often be
counterpointed) emphasize by contrast: the
cream walls and maple floors are counterpointed
by black accents.

B compensate for: fanciful excesses that are coun-
terpointed with some unsentimental dialogue.

couneterepoise |'kowntar,poiz| « . a factor,
force, or influence that balances or neutral-
izes another: money can be a counterpoise to
beauty.

® 3 state of equilibrium. ® a counterbalancing
weight. « 2. [trans.] have an opposing and bal-
ancing effect on: our ideals are often counter-
poised by the actual human condition we are in.

B bring into contrast: the stories counterpoise a
young recruit with an old-timer.

Couneter-Refeoremartion the reform of the
Church of Rome in the 16th and 17th cen-
turies that was stimulated by, and opposed
the spread of, the Protestant Reformation. It
was spearheaded by the Jesuit order.

couneteresign |'kowntarsin| - ». [trans.] add
a signature to (a document already signed by
another person): each check had to be signed
and countersigned. «n. a signal or password
given in reply to a soldier on guard.
DERIVATIVES: counsteresigenasture | kown-
tor'signacHar; - ,CHOOT | 7.

counsteresink | 'kowntar,siNGk| « 2. (past and
pastpart. -sunk |- saNGk|) [trans.] enlarge and
bevel the rim of (a drilled hole) so that a
screw, nail, or bolt can be inserted flush with
the surface.

u drive (a screw, nail, or bolt) into such a hole.

couneterstencor |'kowntor,tenar| «n. the
highest male adult singing voice (sometimes
distinguished from the male alto voice by its
strong, pure tone).

| 3 singer with such a voice.

couneterevail | kowntar'val| 2. [trans.]
[usu. as adi] (countervailing) offset the ef-
fect of (something) by countering it with
something of equal force: the dominance of
the party was mediated by a number of counter-
vailing factors.

coup |koo| «n (pl. coups |kooz|) 1 (also
coup d’état) a sudden, violent, and illegal
seizure of power from a government: a democ-
racy overthrown by an army coup. 2 a notable
or successful stroke or move: iz was a coup to
get such a prestigious contract.

® an unusual or unexpected but successful tac-
tic in card play. 3 (among North American
Indians) an act of touching an armed enemy
in battle as a deed of bravery, or an act of first
touching an item of the enemy’s in order to
claim it.

coup de grace | koo ds 'gris | « 7. (pl. coups
de grace pronunc. same) a final blow or shot



coupe de maitre

given to kill a wounded person or animal: ke
administered the coup de grice with a knife |
the party won another term and delivered the
coup de grice to socialism.

coup de maistre | koo da 'met(ra) | « 7. (pl.
coups de maitre pronunc. same) a master
stroke; an outstanding skillful and opportune
act.

coup d’éetat | koo da'td | « n. (pl. coups d’é-
tat |-'ti(z)| pronunc. same) another term for
CouP (sense 1).

coupe! |koop| (also coupé |koo'pal)sn 1a
car with a fixed roof, two doors, and a slop-
ing rear that is shorter than a sedan of the
same model. 2 a four-wheeled enclosed
horse-drawn carriage for two passengers and
a driver.

coupe? |koop| « 7 a shallow glass or glass
dish, typically with a stem, in which desserts
or champagne are served.

B 3 dessert served in such a dish.

coueplet |'kaplot| « 7. a pair of successive
lines of verse, typically rhyming and of the
same length.

coureiser |'kooréar; 'karéar| « 7. a messenger
who transports goods or documents, in par-
ticular:

B a3 company or employee of a company that
transports commercial packages and docu-
ments: the check was dispatched by courier | [as
adj.] a courier service. @ a messenger for an un-
derground or espionage organization. 7.
[trans.] (often be couriered) send or trans-
port (goods or documents) by courier.

course |kors| oz 1 (in architecture) a con-
tinuous horizontal layer of brick, stone, or
other material in a building. 2 (in hunting) a
pursuit of game (esp. hares) with greyhounds
by sight rather than scent. . v. [trans.] pursue
(game, esp. hares) with greyhounds using
sight rather than scent: many of the hares
coursed escaped unharmed | [intrans.] she would
course for hares with her greyhounds.
DERIVATIVES: courser n a person who
hunts with hounds by sight.

coureteesan |'kortozon; 'kartozon| en a
prostitute, esp. one with wealthy or aristo-
cratic clients.

courstiser |'kdrtear; 'kOrCHar| « 7. a person
who attends a royal court as a companion or
adviser to the king or queen.

B 3 person who fawns and flatters in order to
gain favor or advantage.

couth |kooTH| »adj. [predic.] cultured, re-
fined, and well mannered: it is more couth to
hold your shrimp by the tail. «n. good man-
ners; refinement: their hockey team had more
talent but less couth.

cousture |koo'too(a)r; -'tyr| « n. the design
and manufacture of fashionable clothes to a
client’s specific requirements and measure-
ments.

® such clothes: they were dressed in printed-silk
couture.

DERIVATIVES: coustuericer 7.

couevade |koo'vid| « n. the custom in some
cultures in which a man takes to his bed and
goes through certain rituals when his child is
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being born, as though he were physically af-
fected by the birth.

coveen |'kavon| « z. a group or gathering of
witches who meet regularly.

B 3 secret or close-knit group of associates:
covens of militants within the party.

coveeenant |'kovonant| .7 an agreement.

® 3 legal contract drawn up by deed. B a clause
in such a contract: restrictive covenants based
on race. B (in monotheistic religion) an agree-
ment that brings about a relationship of com-
mitment between God and his people. The
Jewish faith is based on the biblical covenants
made with Abraham, Moses, and David. » 2.
[intrans.} agree, esp. by lease, deed, or other le-
gal contract: [with infinitive] the landlord
covenants to repair the property.
PHRASES: Old Covenant (in Christianity)
the covenant between God and Israel in the
0Old Testament. New Covenant (in Christi-
anity) the covenant between God and the fol-
lowers of Christ.
DERIVATIVES:  covee’nanctal | kava
'nentl| adj. coveeenanteer (also chiefly Law
coveeenanetor) n.

coveer charge . n. (also cover) a flat fee paid
for admission to a restaurant, bar, club, etc.
It differs from a minimum, which is the
required purchase of, typically, a minimum
amount of food or drink.

coveer crop - n. a crop grown for the protec-
tion and enrichment of the soil, esp. one
grown outside the normal growing season.

coevert . adj. |'kovart; ko'vart; 'kovart| not
openly acknowledged or displayed: cover:
operations against the dictatorship | covert long-
ing for change. +n. |'kavar(t); 'kovort| 1 a
shelter or hiding place.

| 3 thicket in which game can hide. 2 coverts
the feathers covering the bases of the main
flight or tail feathers of a bird.
DERIVATIVES: coevertely |'kovortle; ko
'vartlg; 'kavartlé| adv. coeverteness 7.

coveersture | kavar,CHoor; -CHar| « 7. 1 pro-
tective or concealing covering. 2 under com-
mon law, the legal status (now abolished by
statute) of a married woman, considered to
be under her husband’s protection and au-
thority.

coveet |'kovat| .o (coveted, coveting)
[trans.] yearn to possess or have (something):
the president-elect covets time for exercise and
fishing | (as adj.] (coveted) she won the coveted
Booker Prize for fiction.

DERIVATIVES: coveeteasble adj.
coveeteous | 'kovatas| - adj. having or show-
ing a great desire to possess something, typi-
cally something belonging to someone else:
fingered the linen with covetous hands | a grin
that seemed entirely covetous.

DERIVATIVES: coveeteoussly adv. coveete
ouseness 7.

COW . v. [trans.] (usu. be cowed) cause (some-
one) to submit to one’s wishes by intimida-
tion: the intellectuals had been cowed into si-
lence.

coweer |kowar| « 2. [intrans.} crouch down in
fear.



coy

coy |koi| . adj. (coyer, coyest) (esp. of a
woman) making a pretense of shyness or
modesty that is intended to be alluring but is
often regarded as irritating: she treated him to
a coy smile of invitation.

® reluctant to give details, esp. about some-
thing regarded as sensitive: /e is coy about
his age. W quiet and reserved; shy.
DERIVATIVES: coy*ly adv. coy*ness n.

cozeen |'kazan| « v. [trans] trick or deceive: do
not think to cozen your contemporaries.

B obtain by deception: Ze was able to cozen a
profit.

DERIVATIVES: cozeen¢age |-nij| n. coz*
encer n.

crabbed |krzbad| . adi. 1 (of handwriting)
ill-formed and hard to decipher.

® (of style) contorted and difficult to under-
stand: crabbed legal language. 2 ill-humored: a
crabbed, unhappy middle age.

DERIVATIVES: crabebed+ly adv. crabebed*
ness 7.

crape |krap| . n. archaic spelling of CREPE.
DERIVATIVES: crapey adj.

crapeuclent | 'krepyslant| « adj. of or relating
to the drinking of alcohol or drunkenness.
DERIVATIVES: crapeuclence n. crapeue
lous |-yalas| adj.

crasqueclure |krz'kloor; 'krekloor| «n. a
network of fine cracks in the paint or varnish
of a painting.

crass |kras| » adj. lacking sensitivity, refine~
ment, or intelligence: the crass assumptions
that men make about women | the crass commer-
cialization of historic sites.
DERIVATIVES: crasesistude | 'kraesa
t(y)ood| n. crassely adv. crasseness .

crasven | 'kravon| « adj. contemptibly lacking
in courage; cowardly: a craven abdication of his
moral duty. « n. archaic a cowardly person.
DERIVATIVES: crasvensly adv. craevene
ness 7.

craze |kraz| « v. (often be crazed) produce
a network of fine cracks on (a surface): the
lake was frozen over but crazed with cracks.

® [intrans.) develop such cracks.

crease |krés| « v [trans] (of a bullet) graze
(someone or something), causing little dam-
age: a bullet creased his thigh.

creeastioneism |kré'asHo,nizom| » 2. the be-
lief that the universe and living organisms
originate from specific acts of divine creation,
as in the biblical account, rather than by nat-
ural processes such as evolution.
DERIVATIVES: cresastioncist n. & adj.

créche |kresH| « n. 1 a representation of the
Christian nativity scene. 2 Brit. a nursery
where babies and young children are cared
for during the working day.

creedence |'krédns| . n 1 belief in or ac-
ceptance of something as true or valid:
psychoanalysis finds little credence among lay-
men.

o the likelihood of something being true; plau-
sibility: being called upon by the media as an ex-
pert lends credence 1o one’s opinions. 2 [usu.
as adj.] a small side table, shelf, or niche in a
church for holding the elements of the Eu-

106

crepe

charist before they are consecrated: a credence
table.

creedeneza |kra'denza| 7. a sideboard or
cupboard.

credeisble |'kredabsl| .adj. able to be
believed; convincing: few people found his story
credible | a credible witness.

H capable of persuading people that something
will happen or be successful: a credible threat.
DERIVATIVES: credeicbileisty n. credsisbly
|-ble| adv.

credsiteasble | 'kreditabal| « adj. (of a perfor-
mance, effort, or action) deserving public ac-
knowledgment and praise but not necessarily
outstanding or successful: a very creditable 4—
2 loss.
DERIVATIVES: credeiteasbilsisty | kredits
'bilité| n. credeiteasbly |'kreditoblé| adv.

credeietor |'kreditar| « . a person or com-
pany to whom money is owed.

cresdo |'kredo; 'krado| e n. (pl. -0s) a state-
ment of the beliefs or aims that guide some-
one’s actions: ke announced his credo in his first
editorial.

u (Credo) a creed of the Christian Church in
Latin. ® (Credo) a musical setting of the
Nicene Creed, typically as part of a mass.

creedueliety |kro'd(y)colité| « n. a tendency
to be too ready to believe that something is
real or true.

credeuelous | 'krejalas| « adj. having or show-
ing too great a readiness to believe things.
DERIVATIVES: credsuclously adv. credeus
louseness 7.

creed |kred| « n. a system of religious belief;
a faith: people of many creeds and cultures.

o (often the Creed) a formal statement of
Christian beliefs, esp. the Apostles’ Creed or
the Nicene Creed. ® a set of beliefs or aims
that guide someone’s actions: liberalism was
more than a poliical creed.

crencelelastions | krenl'asHonz| . plural n.
the battlements of a castle or other building.

creneuelated |'krenyslot; -yslat| (also
crenulate) . adj. having a finely scalloped or
notched outline or edge.

DERIVATIVES: creneuslastion | krenyas'la-
SHan| n.

Creeole | 'kre,0l]| (also creole) « n. 1 a person
of mixed European and black descent, esp. in
the Caribbean.

o 3 descendant of Spanish or other European
settlers in the Caribbean or Central or South
America. 8 a white descendant of French or
Spanish settlers in Louisiana and other parts
of the southern US. 2 a mother tongue
formed from the contact of two languages
through an earlier PIDGIN stage: a Portuguese-
based Creole. « adj. of or relating to a Creole
or Creoles.

crepe (also crape, crépe) - n 1 |krap| a
light, thin fabric with a wrinkled surface:[as
adj.] a crepe bandage.

® (also crepe rubber) hard-wearing wrinkled
rubber, used esp. for the soles of shoes.
2 | krap | black silk or imitation silk, formerly
used for mourning clothes.

¥ a band of such fabric formerly worn around




crepitate

a person’s hat as a sign of mourning. 3 | krap;
krep| a thin pancake.
DERIVATIVES: crep*ey adj.

crepeictate |'kreps,tat| »o. [infrans.] make a
crackling sound: the night crepitates with an
airy, whistling cacophony | [as adj] (crepitat-
ing) spidery fingers of crepitating electricity.

DERIVATIVES: crepeistant |'krepstant|
adj. crepei*tastion 7.
crespusecuelar |kra'paskyalor| «adji of,

resembling, or relating to twilight.

B (of an animal) appearing or active at twilight.

creescenedo  |kra'sHendo| een 1 (pl
crescendos or crescendi |-dé|) a gradual
increase in loudness in a piece of music.

M 3 passage of music marked to be performed
in this way. ® the loudest point reached in a
gradually increasing sound: Deborah’s voice
was rising to a crescendo. W a progressive in-
crease in force or intensity: a crescendo of mis-
ery. @ the most intense point reached in this;
a climax: the negative reviews reached a cre-
scendo in mid-February. «adv. & adj. (in
music) with a gradual increase in loudness:
[as adj.] a short crescendo kettledrum roll. « v.
(-oes, -oed) [intrans.] increase in loudness or
intensity: the reluctant cheers began to crescendo.

cresecent | 'kresant|  adj. 1 [attrib.] having the
shape of a curved sickle (a crescent): a cres-
cent moon. 2 growing, increasing, or develop-

ing.

crestefalelen |'krest,folon| « adj. sad and dis-
appointed; dejected; abashed: ke came back
empty-handed and crestfallen. Cf. CHAPFALLEN.

crestin |'krétn| » 7. a stupid person (used as
a general term of abuse).

® (in former medical use) a person who is de-
formed and mentally handicapped (suffers
cretinism) because of congenital thyroid defi-
ciency.

DERIVATIVES: crestineous |-3s| adj.
creevasse |kri'vaes| o n. a deep open crack,
esp. one in a glacier.

® 3 breach in the embankment of a river or
canal.

creveice |'krevas| 7. a narrow opening or
fissure, esp. in a rock or wall.

crimeienaleize |'krimoanliz| - v. [trans.] turn
(an activity) into a criminal offense by mak-
ing it illegal: the law thar crinunalizes assisted
suicide.

B turn (someone) into a criminal by making
their activities illegal: rhese measures would
criminalize migrant workers for their way of life.
DERIVATIVES: crimeienaleiezaction | kri-
monl-3'zasHan | n.

cringe |krinj| « 2. (cringing) [intrans.] bend
one’s head and body in fear or in a servile
manner: he cringed away from the blow | [as
adj.] (eringing) we are surrounded by cringing
yes-men and sycophants.

® experience an inward shiver of embarrass-
ment or disgust: I cringed at the speaker’s stu-
pidity. « n. an act of cringing in fear.

B 3 feeling of embarrassment or disgust.
DERIVATIVES: cringeer n.

crieteerieon |kri'tiréan| « n. (pl. criteria |-'ti-
rés|) a principle or standard by which some-
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thing may be judged or decided: the launch
came too close to violating safety criteria.
DERIVATIVES: cristeeri®al |-'tirésl| adj.
USAGE: Strictly speaking, the singular form
(following the original Greek) is criterion
and the plural form is criteria. It is a com-
mon mistake to use criteria as if it were a
singular, as in a further criteria needs to be
considered.

criteic | 'kritik| » 7. 1 a person who expresses
an unfavorable opinion of something: critics
say many schools are not prepared to handle the
influx of foreign students. 2 a person who
judges the merits of literary, artistic, or musi-
cal works, esp. one who does so profession-
ally: a film criic.

criteiecal | 'kritikal | » adj. 1 (of a published lit-
erary or musical text) incorporating a
detailed and scholarly analysis and commen-
tary: a critical edition of a Bach sonata. 2 (of a
situation or problem) having the potential to
become disastrous; at a point of crisis: the
flood waters had not receded, and the situation
was still critical.

u (of a person) extremely ill and at risk of
death: he had been in critical condition since
undergoing surgery. ® having a decisive or cru-
cial importance in the success or failure of
something: temperature is a critical factor in
successful fruit storage. 3 [attrib.] (in mathemat-
ics and physics) relating to or denoting a
point of transition from one state to another.

® (of a nuclear reactor or fuel) maintaining a

self-sustaining chain reaction: the reactor is
due to go critical in October.
DERIVATIVES: criteiscaleisty | krita'kel-
ité| ». (in senses 2 and 3). criteiscalely | 'kri-
tik(a)Ie| adv. [as submodifier] ke’s critically ill.
criteiscaleness 7.

criteiscal mass « ». (in physics) the minimum
amount of fissile material needed to maintain
a nuclear chain reaction.

# the minimum size or amount of something
required to start or maintain a venture or ac-
tivity.

cristique |kri'tek| » 7. a detailed analysis and
assessment of something, esp. a literary, phil-
osophical, or political theory. « v. (critiques,
critiqued, critiquing) [trans] evaluate in a
detailed and analytical way: the authors cri-
tique the methods and practices used tn the re-
search.

croechet |kro'sHa| « 7. a handicraft in which
a patterned fabric is created by looping yarn
with a single hooked needle: [as adj.] a crocher
hook.

® fabric or items made in such a way. «o.
(crocheted |-'sHad|, crocheting |-'sHa-
iNG | ) [trans.] make (a garment or piece of fab-
ric) in such a way: she crocheted the shaw! |
[intrans.) her mother crochets.
DERIVATIVES: croecheteer |-'sHaar| n.

croisesant |k(r)wi'sint; -'sdN| « n. a French
crescent-shaped roll made of sweet flaky pas-
try.

Cro-Magenon man | kro'megnan; 'menyan |
« 1. the earliest form of modern human in



cronyism

Europe. Their appearance c.35,000 years ago
marked the beginning of the Upper Paleo-
lithic and the apparent decline and disap-
pearance of Neanderthal man; the group per-
sisted at least into the Neolithic period.

croenyeism |'krone izom| .7 the appoint-
ment of friends and associates (cronies) to
positions of authority, without proper regard
to their qualifications.

cropeper |'kriapar| « n.

PHRASES: come a cropper fall heavily.

® suffer a defeat or disaster: the team’s challenge
for the championship has come a cropper.

crossehatch |'kroshacH| « v. [trans.] [often
as n.] (crosshatching) (in drawing or graph-
ics) shade (an area) with intersecting sets of
parallel lines.

crosseosver | 'kros,ovar| » n. 1 the process of
achieving success in a different field or style,
esp. in popular music:[as adj.] a jazz-classical
crossover album. 2 a person who votes for a
candidate in a different political party than
the one he or she usually supports: [adj.] cross-
over voters. 3 [as adj.] relating to or denoting
trials of medical treatment in which experi-
mental subjects and control groups are
exchanged after a set period: a crossover study.

crossepatch |'krds,peCH| +n a bad-
tempered person.

crotcheet | 'kricHat| « 7. 1 (in music) a quar-
ter note. 2 a perverse or unfounded belief or
notion: the natural crotchets of inveterate bach-
elors.

croupeicer |'kroopé,a; -péar| » n. the person
in charge of a gambling table, gathering in
and paying out money or tokens.

croezier |'krozHor| (also crosier) <n. a
hooked staff carried by a bishop as a symbol
of pastoral office.

cruecial |'kr6osHal | » adj. decisive or critical,
esp. in the success or failure of something:
negotiations were at a crucial stage.

® of great importance: this game is crucial to
our survival.

DERIVATIVES: cruecicalsisty | kroosHe'=l-
ité| n. cruecialely adv.
USAGE: Crucial is used in formal contexts
to mean ‘decisive, critical,’ e.g., The testimony
of the only eyewitness was crucial to the case. Its
broader use to mean ‘very important,’ as in
It is crucial to get good light for your pho-
tographs, should be restricted to informal
contexts.

cruecieble |'kroosabal| <7z a ceramic or
metal container in which metals or other sub-
stances may be melted or subjected to very
high temperatures.

B a place or occasion of severe test or trial: the
crucible of combar. ®a place or situation in
which different elements interact to produce
something new: the crucible of the new Roman-
tic movement.

cruecieform |'krcoss,form| « adj. having the
shape of a cross: a cruciform sword.

®of or denoting a church having a cross-
shaped plan.

cruedietés | krooda'ta| o plural n. assorted
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raw vegetables served as an hors d’oeuvre,
typically with a dip.

crueet |'krooat| «n. 1 a small container for
salt, pepper, oil, or vinegar for use at a dining
table. 2 (in Christian church use) a small con-
tainer for the wine or water to be used in the
celebration of the Eucharist.

crustacean |kra'stasHon| a member of a
large group of mainly aquatic arthropods (the
Crustacea) that include crabs, lobsters,
shrimps, wood lice, barnacles, and many
minute forms. They are very diverse, but
most have four or more pairs of limbs and
several other appendages.
DERIVATIVES: crusetasceous |-SHas| adj.

crux |kraks; krooks| « 7. (pl. cruxes or cru-
ces |'kr6o,séz|) (the crux) the decisive or
most important point at issue: the crux of the
matter is that attitudes have changed.

® 3 particular point of difficulty: both cruces can
be resolved by a consideration of the manuscripts.

cryeosgeneics | krid'jeniks| o plural n.
[treated as sing.] the branch of physics dealing
with the production and effects of very low
temperatures.

® another term for CRYONICS.
DERIVATIVES: cryso*gencic adj. cryeoe
genciccally |-ik(3)le| adv.

cryeoneics |kri'dniks| e plural n. [treated as
sing.] the practice or technique of deep-
freezing the bodies of those who have just
died of an incurable disease, in the hope of
reviving them if and when a cure is devel-
oped.
DERIVATIVES: cryson®ic adj.

crypt |kript| -7z an underground room or
vault beneath a church, used as a chapel or
burial place.

crypteaenaleyesis | kripto'nzlosas| «n. the
art or process of deciphering coded messages
without the aid of the key.
DERIVATIVES: crypteancaclyst | krip'tenl-
ast| n. crypteancaclyteic |- tenl'itik| adj.
crypteancaclyteiscal |- tenl'itikal | ad).

crypetic |'kriptik| « adj. 1 having a meaning
that is mysterious or obscure: ke found her
utterances 100 cryptic.

| (of a crossword puzzle) having difficult clues
that indicate the solutions indirectly. 2 (of
coloration or markings) serving to camou-
flage an animal in its natural environment.
DERIVATIVES: crypetiecalely |-ik(3)l€|
adv.

crypetogerasphy |krip'tigrofe| » n. the art of
writing or solving codes.
DERIVATIVES: crypetogeraspher |-for| n
crypetoegrapheic | kripta'grefik|  ad).
crypetosgrapheiscal-ly | kripta
'greefik(a)le | adv.

cubeism |'kyoo bizom| «n. an early 20th-
century style and movement in art, esp.
painting, in which perspective with a single
viewpoint was abandoned and use was made
of simple geometric shapes, interlocking
planes, and, later, collage.
DERIVATIVES: cubeist n. & adj. cubeisetic
| kyoo'bistik | adj.

cuebit |'kycobit| « z. an ancient measure of




cuckold

length, approximately equal to the length of
a forearm. It was typically about 18 inches or
44 cm, though there was a long cubit of
about 21 inches or 52 cm.

cuckeold |'kokold; -6ld| « #. the husband of
an adulteress, often regarded as an object of
derision. s . [trans.] (of a man) make (an-
other man) a cuckold by having a sexual re-
lationship with his wife.

B (of a man’s wife) make (her husband) a
cuckold.
DERIVATIVES: cuckeoldery |-dré| n.

cueseta |'kwesta| «n (in geology) a ridge
with a gentle slope (dip) on one side and a
steep slope (scarp) on the other.

cui bo*no? |kweé 'bond| s exclam. who
stands, or stood, to gain (typically, from a
crime, and so might have been responsible for
it)?

cuierass |kwi'res; kyoor'as| « #. 1 a piece of
medieval armor consisting of breastplate and
backplate fastened together. 2 an artificial
ventilator that encloses the body, leaving the
limbs free, and forces air in and out of the
lungs by changes in pressure.

cul-de-sac | 'kal di ,szk| « n. (pl. cul-de-sacs
or culs-de-sac |'kal(z)| pronunc. same) a
street or passage closed at one end; a dead
end.

B 3 route or course leading nowhere: the pro-
democracy forces found themselves in a political
cul-de-sac. B (in anaromy) a vessel, tube, or
sac, e.g., the cecum, open at only one end.

cuelienarey | 'kalo,nere; 'kyoola-| « adj. of or
for cooking: culinary skills.
DERIVATIVES: cuclienareisly
adv.

culemienate |'kolmos,nat| « . [intrans.] reach a
climax or point of highest development: ke
tensions and disorders that culminated in
World War I1.

B [trans.] be the climax or point of highest de-
velopment of: her book culminated long
researches on the symmetry studies of Escher.
DERIVATIVES: culsmi*naction #.

culepacble |'kolpabsl| .adj. deserving
blame: sometimes you’re just as culpable when
you watch something as when you actually par-
ticipate.

DERIVATIVES: culepacbilsisty | kalpa'bil-
it€| n. cul*pacbly |-ble| adv.

culetievar | 'kalto,vir| « . a plant variety that
has been produced in cultivation by selective
breeding.

culetured |'kolcHord| - adj. (of tissue cells,
bacteria, etc.) grown or propagated in an ar-
tificial medium.

8 (of a pearl) formed around a foreign body
inserted into an oyster.

cumeberesome |'kombarsom| (also cum-
brous) « adj. large or heavy and therefore dif-
ficult to carry or use; unwieldy: cumbersome
diving suils.

Bslow or complicated and therefore ineffi-
cient: organizations with cumbersome hierarchi-
cal structures.

DERIVATIVES: cume¢berssomesly
cumeberssomesness 7.

|- nerslée|

adv.
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cuemuelactive |'kycomyolativ; - lativ| « adj.
increasing or increased in quantity, degree, or
force by successive additions: the cumulative
effect of two years of drought. ® (of interest or
dividends) accruing in value until paid, even
if not paid when due.

DERIVATIVES: cuemuclastiverly adv. cue
muclastiveeness 7.

cuenesisform |kyco'nes, form; 'kycon(e)o-|
e adj. denoting or relating to the wedge-
shaped characters used in the ancient writing
systems of Mesopotamia, Persia, and Ugarit,
surviving mainly impressed on clay tablets: a
cuneiform inscription.

® denoting three bones of the tarsus (ankle)
between the navicular bone and the
metatarsals. 8 (in biology) wedge-shaped: the
eggs are cuneiform. o n. cuneiform writing.

cuepideiety |kyoo'pidite| +n greed for
money or possessions.

cuepre*ous |'k(y)copréas| «adj. of or like
copper.

cuerate! |'kyocorat; - rat| « n. (also assistant
curate) chiefly Brit. a member of the clergy en-
gaged as assistant to a vicar, rector, or parish
priest.

B a minister with pastoral responsibility.

cuerate? |'kyoo,rat| « v. [trans.] (usu. be cu-
rated) select, organize, and look after the
items in (a collection or exhibition): both
exhibitions are curated by the museum’s direc-
tor.

DERIVATIVES: cuerastion |kya'rasHon| n.
cureactive |'kyoorstiv| «adj. able to cure

something, typically disease: the curative prop-

erties of herbs. » n. a medicine or agent of this

type.

DERIVATIVES: cureastiverly adv. .
cueractor | 'kyoor,atar; kyoo'ratar; 'kycoratar |

«n. a keeper or custodian of a museum or

other collection.

DERIVATIVES: cu°ra°toerical | kyoora

'torésl| adj. cuerastorsship |- SHip| n.
curd |kord| «7n. (also curds) a soft, white

substance formed when milk coagulates,

used as the basis for cheese.

DERIVATIVES: curdey ad.

curretetage | kyocora'tdzH| « n. the use of a
curette (a scoop-shaped surgical knife), esp.
on the lining of the uterus.

Cueriea |'kyocorea| the papal court at the Vat-
ican, by which the Roman Catholic Church
is governed.

DERIVATIVES: Cuerical adj.

cueri*o |'kyooré,o| o n. (pl. -0s) a rare, unu-
sual, or intriguing object.

cuericoesa | kyoore'oss; -'0za| e plural n.
curiosities, esp. erotic or pornographic books
or articles.

curemudgeeon |kar'majon| e n.
tempered or surly person.
DERIVATIVES: curemudgeeoncli-ness .
cursmudgreon-ly adj.

curericeuelum |ka'rikyalom| « #. (pl. curric-
ula |-lo| or curriculums) the subjects
comprising a course of study in a school or
college.

DERIVATIVES: curericeuclar |-lar| ad).

a bad-



curriculum vitae

curericeuelum vietae |ka'rik(y)slom 'vé,ti;
'vité| (abbr.: CV) «n. (pl. curricula vitae
|-'rik(y)ala|) a brief account of a person’s
education, qualifications, and previous oc-
cupations, typically sent with a job applica-
tion.

curery «o. (-ies, -ied) [trans] 1 groom (a
horse) with a rubber or plastic curry-comb.
2 treat (tanned leather) to improve its prop-
erties.

B thrash; beat.

PHRASES: curry favor ingratiate oneself
with someone through obsequious behavior:
a wimpish attempt to curry favor with the
new bosses. [ORIGIN: alteration of Middle
English curry favel, from the name (Favel or
Fauvel) of a chestnut horse in a 14th-cent.
French romance who became a symbol of
cunning and duplicity; hence ‘to rub down
Favel’ meant to use the cunning that he per-
sonified.]

curesive | 'karsiv| » adj. written with the char-
acters joined: cursive script. « n. writing with
such a style.

DERIVATIVES: curssiveely adv.

curesoery |'karsaré| . adj. hasty and there-
fore not thorough or detailed: a cursory glance
at the figures.
DERIVATIVES: cureso*risly
adv. curesocri*ness n.

curstail |kor'tal| <o [trans.] (often be cur-
tailed) reduce in extent or quantity; impose
a restriction on: ctvil liberties were further cur-
tailed.
DERIVATIVES:
moant| 7.

curetal |'kartl| - adj. shortened, abridged, or
curtailed.

curevet |kor'vet| « 7. a graceful or energetic
leap. +o. (curvetted, curvetting or
curveted, curveting) [intrans.] leap grace-
fully or energetically.

curevielineesar | korva'linéar| sady. con-
tained by or consisting of a curved line or
lines: these designs employ flowing, curvilinear
forms. Cf. RECTILINEAR.

DERIVATIVES: cureviclineecarsisty n. cure
vislinsecarsly adv.

cushey |'koosHé| « adj. (cushier, cushiest)
1 (of a job, task, or situation) undemanding,
easy, or secure: cushy jobs that pay you to ski.
2 (of furniture) comfortable.
DERIVATIVES: cusheieness 7.

cusp |kasp| «n 1 a pointed end where two
curves meet, in particular:

B3 projecting point between small arcs in
Gotbhic tracery. ® a cone-shaped prominence
on the surface of a tooth, esp. of a molar or
premolar. ® a pocket or fold in the wall of the
heart or a major blood vessel that fills and dis-
tends if the blood flows backward, so form-
ing part of a valve. ® a point at which the di-
rection of a geometric curve is abruptly
reversed. ® each of the pointed ends of a cres-
cent, esp. of the moon. 2 the initial point of
an astrological sign or house: ke was Aries on
the cusp with Taurus.

H 3 point between two different situations or

| 'karsarale |

curctailement |kor'tal-
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Cyrillic

states, when a person or thing is poised be-
tween the two or just about to move from
one to the other: those on the cusp of adult-
hood.

DERIVATIVES: cusepate |'kaspat; - pat|
adj. cusped adj. cusepiedate |'kospo dat|
adj.

cusepiedor |'kaspas,dor| « n. a pot for spitting
into; spittoon.

cyean |'sijzn; 'sion| <z a greenish-blue
color, which is one of the primary colors
arrived at by selectively filtering parts of the
spectrum, and is complementary to red.

cy*berenaut |'sibar,nét; - nit| « 7. a person
who wears sensory devices in order to expe-
rience VIRTUAL REALITY.

® 3 person who uses the Internet.

cyebereneteics | sibar'netiks| «plural n.
[treated as sing.] the science of communica-
tions and automatic control systems in both
machines and living things.

DERIVATIVES: cy*berenetsic adj. cy*ber®
netiecian |-na'tisHon| n. cy*bereneteiscist
|-'netosast| 7.

cyeberespace |'sibor,spas| « n. the notional
environment in which communication over
computer networks occurs: my last message got
lost in cyberspace.

cyeborg | 'si,borg| « n. a fictional or hypothet-
ical person whose physical abilities are
extended beyond normal human limitations
by mechanical elements built into the body.

cygenet |'signot| « n. a young swan.

Cymeric |'komrik| « adj. Welsh in language or
culture. « n. the Welsh language.

cyneic |'sinik| « n. 1 a person who believes
that people are motivated purely by self-
interest rather than acting for honorable or
unselfish reasons: some cynics thought that the
controversy was all a publicity stunt.

® 3 person who questions whether something
will happen or whether it is worthwhile: the
cynics were silenced when the factory opened.
2 (Cynic) a member of a school of ancient
Greek philosophers (which flourished in the
3rd cent. BC and revived in the Ist cent.
aD)founded by Antisthenes, marked by an os-
tentatious contempt for ease and pleasure.
The movement stressed virtue as its own re-
ward. Cf. sToic.

DERIVATIVES: cyneiscal adj. cynciscalsly
adv. cyneiecism |'sina,sizom| 7.

cyenoesure | 'sina,SHoor; 'sin-| « n. [insing.] a
person or thing that is the center of attention
or admiration: the queen was the cynosure of all
eyes.

Cyreeenacic | siro'naik| « adj. of or denoting
the hedonistic school of philosophy, which
was founded ¢.400 Bc by Aristippus the Elder
of Cyrene (in North Africa) and which holds
that pleasure is the highest good and that vir-
tue is to be equated with the ability to enjoy.
« n. a follower of this school of philosophy. Cf.
HEDONISM.

DERIVATIVES: Cyreeenaciccism |-'nas,si-
zam| n.

Cyerilelic |sa'rilik| » adj. denoting the alpha-

bet used by many Slavic peoples, chiefly
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those with a historical allegiance to the Or-
thodox Church. Ultimately derived from
Greek uncials (script), it is now used for Rus-
sian, Bulgarian, Serbian, Ukrainian, and
some other Slavic languages. « n. the Cyrillic
alphabet.

cyst |sist| « 7. in an animal or plant, a thin-
walled, hollow organ or cavity containing a
liquid secretion; a sac, vesicle, or bladder.

®in the body, a membranous sac or cavity of
abnormal character containing fluid. ma
tough protective capsule enclosing the larva

da ca*po |di 'kdpo| « adv. (as a musical di-
rection) repeat from the beginning. Cf. DAL
SEGNO.

daecha |'dicHa| (also datcha) « 7. a country
house or cottage in Russia, typically used as
a second or vacation home.

dacetyi |'dektl| « 7. a metrical prosodic foot
consisting of one stressed syllable followed by
two unstressed syllables or (in Greek and
Latin) one long syllable followed by two short
syllables.

Daeda |'dddi| (also dada) « n. an early 20th-
century international movement in art, liter-
ature, music, and film, repudiating and
mocking artistic and social conventions and
emphasizing the illogical and absurd. ® the
products of this movement: an exhibition of
Dada. ® an example or the atmosphere of il-
logicality and absurdity: the whole evening was
dada.

DERIVATIVES: Daedacism |- izam| n. Da*
dacist |-ist| n. & adj. Dasdacisetic | dddd
'istik | adj.

daedo |'dado| - n. (ph. -0s) the lower part of
the wall of a room, below about waist height,
if it is a different color or has a different cov-
ering than the upper part.

® short for dado rail; a decorative molding at
waist height, which protects the wall of a
room from damage. B a groove cut in the face
of a board, into which the edge of another
board is fixed. ®the part of a pedestal be-
tween the base and the cornice.

daeemon! |'demoan| (also daimon) . . 1 (in
ancient Greek belief) a divinity or supernat-
ural being of a nature between gods and
humans.

Ban inner or attendant spirit or inspiring
force. 2 archaic spelling of demon.
DERIVATIVES: daesmoncic |di'ménik| adj.

dae*mon?2 (also demon) « n. (in computing)
a background process that handles requests
for services such as print spooling and file
transfers, and is dormant when not required.

daft |dzft| « adj. silly; foolish: don’t ask such
daft questions.

B crazy: have you gone daft? ® {predic.] (daft

damask

of a parasitic worm or the resting stage of an
organism.

czar |zdr; (t)sir| (also tsar or tzar) « n an
emperor of Russia before 1917:{as title] Czar
Nicholas I1.

B 3 South Slav ruler in former times, esp. one
reigning over Serbia in the 14th century.
B [usu. with adj.] a person with great author-
ity or power in a particular area: America’s
new drug czar.

DERIVATIVES: czaredom |'-dom| n. czare
ism |- izom| n. czareist |-ist| n & adj.

about) infatuated with: we were all daft about
him.

daeguerrecostype |ds'gerstip| (also da-
guerrotype) « n. a photograph taken by an
early photographic process employing an
iodine-sensitized silvered plate and mercury
vapor.

dai*myo |'dimyd| (also daimio) « n. (pl. -os)
(in feudal Japan) one of the great lords who
were vassals of the shogun.

daleli’ance | 'dzleans; 'delysns| « n. a casual
romantic or sexual relationship.

| brief or casual involvement with something:
college was my last dalliance with the educa-
tion system.

dal seegno |dail 'sanyd| « adv. (esp. as a mu-
sical direction) repeat from the point marked
by a sign. Cf. pa capo.

Dameaescene |'demos,sén; dema'sén| « adj.
of or relating to the city of Damascus (Syria).

B of, relating to, or resembling the conversion
of St. Paul on the road to Damascus: a trans-
formation of Damascene proportions. ®of or
relating to Damascus steel (which had a wavy
hammer-welded pattern) or its manufacture.
m (often damascene) relating to or denoting
a process of inlaying a metal object with gold
or silver decoration. . 7. a native or inhabit-
ant of Damascus.

DERIVATIVES: dameasscened adj.

dameask |'demoask| «n. 1 a figured woven
fabric with a pattern visible on both sides,
typically used for table linen and upholstery.

® 3 tablecloth made of this material. 2 short for
damask rose (Rosa damascena, a sweet-scented
old pink or light red variety (or hybrid) used
for attar. 3 (also damask steel) another term
for Damascus steel, a steel with welded iron
parts and a wavy surface pattern, used in
weapons and once marketed, if not made, in
Damascus. «adj. made of or resembling
damask.

® having the velvety pink or light red color of
a damask rose. « v. {trans.] weave with figured
designs.

B decorate with or as if with a variegated pat-
tern.



dame

dame |dim| - #. 1 (Dame) (in the UK) the
title given to & woman equivalent to the rank
of knight.

¥ a worman holding this ntle. 2 a woman: svery
gy on the block was watching dis danie.,

B an elderly or mature woman.

damn |dzm| « = [trans] (in Christian belief}
{of God) condemin (a person) to suffer eter-
nal pumishment i hell: be forever damned with
Lucifer.

H {be damned) be doomed (o misfortune or
failure: the enterprise was damned. B condernn,
esp. by the public expression of disapproval:
trtellectuals whom he dawns as doctrinaire ide-
aliszs. Wcurse {(someone or something): she
cleared her throar, damning it for tts huskiness |
damn hom for making this sound wrivral. « inlor-
mal expressing anger, surprise, or frustrarion;
Damn! T complerely forgor! « ady. [atrib] used
for emphasis, esp. to express anger or frustra-
tion: furs thar damn thing offf | [as submodiier]
don’t be so damn silly!

DERIVATIVES: damnable ad. damnation

L5

damenastosry |'demnstéré| « adi convey-
ing or causing censure or damnation: the case
against him twas most damnatory.

Dameoecles |'de=mskléz| -a legendary
courtier who extravagantly praised the happi-
ness of Dionysius I, ruler of Syracuse. To
show him how precarious this happiness was,
Drionysius seated him at a banquet with a
sword hung by a single hair over his head.
PHRASES: sword of Damocles a precarious
situation.

dan+der! |'dendar| « 1. {in phrase getfhave
one’s dander up) lose one’s temper.

dansder? . x. skin flakes in an animal’s fur or
hair.

dansdle |'dzndl| »w [tans] move {a baby or
young child) up and down in a pla¥ful or af-
fectionate way,

B move (something) lightly up and down: dan-
dling the halter vope, he gently urged the pony's
head up.

dank |daznck| «adi. disagreeably damp,
musty, and typically cold: a dank ceflar.
DERIVATIVES: dank<ty adv, dank-ness #.

danse masca*bre |'dins ma'kibra| « n an-
other term for the Dance of Death an alle-
gorical representation of Dreath leading peo-
ple 1 the dance 1o the grave, popular in the
Middle Ages.

dansseur |din'sar| « #. a male ballet dancer.

dan*seuse |din'sdoz| s« n a femnale ballet
dancer,

darksling |'dirkling| « ad). of or relating ro
growing darkness: the darklimg sky.

dasstard |'d=stard| » 2 a dishonorable or
despicable person.

da*ta |'dety, 'dars]| » w facts and statistics
collected together for reference or analysis.
See also DATUM.

B the quantines, characters, or symbols on
which operations are performed by a com-
puter, being stored and transmitted in the
form of electrical signals and recorded on
magnetic, oprical, or mechanical recording
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deacon

media. @ {in philosophy) things known or as-
sumed as facts, making the basis of reasoning
or calculanon.

vsace: Data was originally the plural of
the Latin word danom, ‘something {e.g., a
piece of information} given.” Data is now
used as a singular where it means ‘informa-
von’: This data was prepared for the conference,
Tt is used as a plural in technical contexs and
when the collerion of bits of information is
stressed: Af recent data on hurricanes are be~
ing compared, Avoid daras and darae, which
are false plurals, neither English nor Latin,

dastive |'ditiv| « adj. {in Latin, Greek, Ger-
man, and other languages) denoting a case of
nouns and pronouns, and words in grammat-
ical agreement with them, indicating an indi-
rect object or recipietit. « . a noun or other
word of this type.

B (the darive) the dative case.

dastum |'d=zrom; 'da-| « » {pl. data |-13[}1a
single piece of information.

B ap assumption or premise from which infer-
ences may be drawn. 2 a fixed starting point
of a scale or operation,

daub |ddb| « ¢ [trans.] coatr or smear (a sur-
face} with a thick or sticky substance in a
carelessly rough or liberal way: she daubed
her face with cold cream.

B spread (a thick or sticky substance) on a sur-
face in such a way: a2 canvos with pamnt
daubed on 1. Wpaint {words or drawings)
on a surface in such a way: they daubed graf-
Jrii on the walls. « w1 plaster, clay, or another
substance used for ceoating a surface, esp.
when mixed with straw and applied to laths
or wattles o form a wall: sguare hurs, mostly
daub and wartle.

B patch or smear of a thick or sticky sub-
stance: a daub of paint. 2 a painting executed
without much skill.

DERIVATIVES: daubser » 1 an implement
used for daubing. 2 a crude or inartistic
painter.

daunt |dént; dine| <o [I@Ens] (usu. be
daunted) make (someone) feel intimidared
or apprehensive: seme people are daunted by
techrofogy.

PHREASES: nothing daunted without having
been made fearful or apprehensive: nothing
daunted, the commitice 32t [0 work.
dauntsless |'dontlis; 'dint-| « adf. showing
fearlessness and determination: a daustless
hero.
DERIVATIVES: daunt«less«ly adu daunte
lesseness n.

dausphin |'dofim | « » the eldest son of the
king of France, used as a title from 1349 o
1830,

dea*con |'dekan| « #. (in Catholic, Anglican,
and Orthodox churches) an ordained minis-
ter of an order ranking below that of priest.

B (in'some Protestant churches) a lay officer
appointed to assist a minister, esp. in secular
affairs. ® (in the early church) an appointed
minister of charity. « = [rans.] appoint or or-
dain as a deacon,




deadhead

DERIVATIVES: deaconate n. deaconry n.
deasconeship |- sHip| n.

deadeshead |'ded hed| (also dead-head) - .
1 (Deadhead) a fan and follower of the rock
group The Grateful Dead: 2 a passenger or
member of an audience with a free ticket.

®a boring or unenterprising person. 3 a
sunken or partially submerged log. - .
1 [intrans.] (of a commercial driver, etc.) travel
a route with no paying passengers or freight:
trucks deadheading into California to pick up
outbound loads.

mride in a plane or other vehicle without pay-
ing for a ticket: the westbound crew boarded the
red-eye to deadhead to Boston. 2 [trans.] remove
dead flowerheads from (a plant): weeding and
deadheading the roses.

deadelock |'ded,ldk| « 7. {insing.] a situation,
typically one involving opposing parties, in
which no progress can be made: an attempt ro
break the deadlock. «v. [trans.] (usu. be
deadlocked) cause (a situation or opposing
parties) to come to a point where no progress
can be made because of fundamental disa-
greement: the jurors were deadlocked on six
charges.

B cause (a contest or game) to be in a tie: Pur-
due deadlocked the game with a third-period field
goal.

deadspan |'ded,pzn| . adj. deliberately im-
passive or expressionless: deadpan humor.
» adv. in a deadpan manner. « 2. (-panned,
-panning) [with direct speech] say something
amusing while affecting a serious manner:
“I’m an undercover dentist,” he deadpanned.

dead reckeone¢ing . n. the process of calcu-
lating one’s position, esp. at sea, by estimat-
ing the direction and distance traveled rather
than by using landmarks, astronomical
observations, or electronic navigation meth-
ods.

dearth |dortH| « 2. [in sing.] a scarcity or lack
of something: a dearth of evidence | a
dearth of good teachers.

deebaccle |di'bzksl; 'biksl| « 7 a sudden
and ignominious failure; a fiasco: the economic
debacle that became known as the Great Depres-
sion.

deebar |dé'bir| « v. (debarred, debarring)
[trans.] (usu. be debarred) exclude or pro-
hibit (someone) officially from doing some-
thing: people declaring thar they were HIV-
positive could be debarred from the country. Cf.
DISBAR.

DERIVATIVES: desbar*ment n.

deebase |di'bas| - 2. [trans.] reduce (some-
thing) in quality or value; degrade: commer-
cialism has debased the meaning of the holiday |
[as adj.] (debased) the debased traditions of
sportsmanship.

m Jower the moral character of (someone): war
debases people. ® lower the value of (coinage)
by reducing the content of precious metal.
DERIVATIVES: desbase*ment n. desbascer

n.

deebauch |di'bocH]| « 2. [trans.] destroy or de-
base the moral purity of; corrupt.

m seduce: he debauched several schoolgirls. « n. a
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Decalogue

bout of excessive indulgence in sensual plea-
sures, esp. eating and drinking.

| the habit or practice of such indulgence; de-
bauchery: his life had been spent in debauch.
DERIVATIVES: desbaucheer n.

desbaucheerey |di'bocHoré| «n excessive
indulgence in sensual pleasures.

desbilsietate |di'bilo,tat; deé'bilo,tat| « .
[trans.] [often as adj] (debilitating) make
(someone) weak and infirm: a debilitating dis-
ease| [as adj.] (debilitated) she had felt chron-
ically debilitated and unwell for years.

® hinder, delay, or weaken: [ad].] the debilitating
effects of underinvestment.

DERIVATIVES: desbilsistatsingely adv. de*
bileistaction |dibila'tasHon| n. desbilsistas
tive |di,bilo,tativ| adj.

debeoenair | deba'ner| « adj. (of a man) con-
fident, stylish, and charming.
DERIVATIVES: debeo*nairely adv.

desbouch |di'bowcH; 'b6osH| »v. [no obj,
with adverbial of direction] emerge from a narrow
or confined space into a wide, open area: the
soldiers debouched from their jeeps and dispersed
among the trees | the stream finally debouches
into a silent pool.
DERIVATIVES: de*bouchement 7.

desbridesment |di'brédmont| «#n. the re-
moval of damaged tissue or foreign objects
from a wound.

desbrief |dé'bref| » . [trans.] question (some-
one, typically a soldier or spy) about a com-
pleted mission or undertaking: rogether they
debriefed their two colleagues | [asn.] (debrief-
ing) during his debriefing he exposed two Rus-
sian spies. o n. a series of questions about a
completed mission or undertaking.
DERIVATIVES: desbriefeer n.

deebris |do'bre; ,da-| e#n scattered frag-
ments, typically of something broken down
or destroyed: the streets were littered with debris
from the explosion.

B [oose natural material consisting esp. of bro-
ken pieces of rock: planets, comets, and debris
orbiting the sun. M dirt or refuse: clean away
any collected dust or debris.

debteor |'detor| -z a person or institution
that owes a sum of money.

® (in the biblical sense) a person who has
offended or sinned against another.

deceasdence |'dekadans| « 7. moral or cul-
tural decline, esp. after a peak or culmination
of achievement: he denounced Western deca-
dence.

B behavior reflecting such a decline: the rituals
of grief had become so ornate as to verge on dec-
adence. ® luxurious self-indulgence.
DERIVATIVES: decrasdent adj.
dentely adv.

deecalsco*macnica | de kzlks'manéa| « n. the
process of transferring designs (decals) from
prepared paper to glass, china, metal, etc.

m 3 technique used by some surrealist artists
that involves pressing paint between sheets of
paper.

Deceaclogue |'deks l6g; ldg| « n. (usu. the
Decalogue) the biblical Ten Command-
ments.

decea-



decant

deecant |di'kent| - . [trans.] gradually pour
(liquid, typically wine or a solution) from one
container into another, esp. without distur-
bing the sediment: the wine was decanted one
hour before being served.

B empty out; move as if by pouring: the bus
broke down and we were decanted into another
vehicle.

deecapeictate |di'kepi,tat| « 2. [trans.] cut off
the head of (a person or animal): the guillotine
decapitated its vicums | [as adj.] (decapitated)
a decapitated body.

8 cut the end or top from (something). ® at-
tempt to undermine (a group or organiza-
tion) by removing its leaders.
DERIVATIVES: deecapeistastion |dikepi
'tasHan | n. descapeistastor |- tator| .

deeceedent |di'seédnt| « n. (in legal use) a de-
ceased person: the decedent’s property passed to
his children.

deeceleereate |de'sels,rat| « 2. [intrans.] (of a
vehicle, machine, or process) reduce speed;
slow down: international growth rates deceler-
ated in the early 1970s.

| [trans.] cause to move more slowly: gravity
decelerates the cosmic expansion.
DERIVATIVES: deecelesersastion |- sela'ra-
sHan | n. descelsereastor |-rator| n.

deceisbel |'dess,bsl| (abbr.: dB) « 7 a unit
used to measure the intensity of a sound or the
power level of an electrical signal by compar-
ing it with a given level on a logarithmic scale.

B (in general use) a degree of loudness: Ais
voice went up several decibels.

deecideusous |di'sijooas| « adj. (of a tree or
shrub) shedding its leaves annually. Cf. EVER-
GREEN; CONIFER.

m (of a tree or shrub) broad-leaved. ® denoting
the milk teeth of a mammal, which are shed
after a time.

DERIVATIVES: descideucousely adv. dee
cideusouseness 7.

decci*mate |'dess mat| « v. [trans] (often be
decimated) 1 kill, destroy, or remove a large
percentage of: the project would decimate the
fragile wetland wilderness | a population deci-
mated by plague.

m drastically reduce the strength or effective-
ness of (something): plant viruses that can dec-
imate yields. 2 kill one in every ten of (a group
of soldiers or others) as a punishment for the
whole group.

DERIVATIVES: decei*marction | desa'ma-
sHan| n. dec*ismactor |- matar| n.

USAGE: Historically, the meaning of the
word decimate is ‘kill one in every ten of (a
group of people).” This sense has been super-
seded by the later, more general sense ‘kill or
destroy (a large percentage of),” as in the vi-
rus has decimated the popularion. Some tra-
ditionalists argue that this and other later
senses are incorrect. Decimate should not
be used to mean ‘defeat utterly.

decciepher |di'sifor| «w. [trans.] convert (a
text written in code, or a coded signal) into
normal language: enable the government to de-
cipher coded computer transmissions.
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decompose

msucceed in understanding, interpreting, or
identifying (something): an expression she
could not decipher.

DERIVATIVES: deecisphereasble adj. descie
pherement ».

decelasmaction | deklo'masHan| « n. the ac-
tion or art of speaking aloud or reciting with
studied rhetorical expression (declaiming):
Shakespearean declamation | declamations of
patriotism.

B a rhetorical exercise or set speech. ® forth-
right or distinct projection of words set to
music: a soprano soloist with wonderfully clear
declamation.
DERIVATIVES: declamatory adj.

déeclasesé | dakli'sa| (also déclassée)
« adj. having fallen in social rank or position:
his parents were now poor and déclassé.

® of inferior status: a déclassé restaurant.

deeclenesion |di'klensHon| «n 1 (in the
grammar of Latin, Greek, and other lan-
guages) the variation of the form of a noun,
pronoun, or adjective, by which its grammat-
ical case, number, and gender are identified.

B the class to which a noun or adjective is
assigned according to the manner of this var-
iation. 2 a condition of decline or moral de-
terioration: the declension of the new generation.
DERIVATIVES: desclenssioneal |-sHanl|
adj.

decelienastion | dekla'nasHan| « 7. 1 the an-
gular distance of a point north or south of the
celestial equator.

8 the angular deviation of a compass needle
from true north (because the magnetic north
pole and the geographic north pole do not co-
incide). 2 formal refusal: in the face of this dec-
lination of the proposition.

DERIVATIVES: decelisnastioneal |-sHanl|
adj.

deccliveiety |di'klivite| « n. (pl. -ies) a down-
ward slope: a thickly wooded declivity.
DERIVATIVES: deecliveictous |-13s| adj.

deecoct |di'kdkt| « v [trans.] extract the es-
sence from (something) by heating or boiling
it.

DERIVATIVES: descocetion n.

déecollestage |dakils'tiza dekalo-| «n. a
low neckline on a woman’s dress or top.

déecollecté |da kilo'ta ,dekals-| «adj. (also
décolletée) (of a woman’s dress or top) hav-
ing a low neckline. «n. a low neckline on a
woman’s dress or top.

deecomepose |, dekam'poz| « v. [intrans.] (of a
dead body or other organic matter) decay;
become rotten: leaves stuffed in plastic bags do
not decompose | [as adj.] (decomposed) the
body was badly decomposed.

| [trans.] cause (something) to decay or rot:
dead plant matter can be completely decomposed
by microorganisms. M [intrans.] (of a chemical
compound) break down into component ele-
ments or simpler constituents: many chemi-
cals decompose rapidly under high temperature.
B [trans.] break down (a chemical compound)
into its component elements or simpler con-
stituents: to decompose the compound by means
of an acid. ® {trans.] (in mathematics) express




deconstruction

(a number or function) as a combination of
simpler components.

DERIVATIVES: descomeposeacble adj. de*
comepossistion |dékampa'zisHan| n.

deeconestrucetion | ,dékan'straksHan| « 7. a
method of critical analysis of philosophical
and literary language that emphasizes the in-
ternal workings of language and conceptual
systems, the relational quality of meaning,
and the assumptions implicit in forms of ex-
pression.

DERIVATIVES: desconestrucetioneism |- ni-
zom| n. desconestrucetioncist |-ist| adj. &
n.

deceoerous |'dekoras; di'kéras| eadj. in
keeping with good taste and propriety; polite
and restrained: dancing with decorous space be-
tween partners.

DERIVATIVES: dec*o*rousely adv. deceo*
rous*ness 7.

deecoerum |di'kéram| - z. behavior in keep-
ing with good taste and propriety: you exhibit
remarkable modesty and decorum.

W ctiquette: ke had no idea of funeral decorum.
B (usu. decorums) a particular requirement
of good taste and propriety. ® suitability to
the requirements of a person, rank, or occa-
sion.

deecouepage | ,dakoo'piazH| « n. the decora-
tion of the surface of an object with paper
cutouts.

decereement |'dekramoant| sz a reduction
or diminution: relaxation produces a decrement
in sympathetic nervous activity.

B an amount by which something is reduced or
diminished: the dose was reduced by 10 mg
weekly decrements. ® (in physics) the ratio of
the amplitudes in successive cycles of a
damped oscillation. « 2. [trans.] cause a dis-
crete reduction in (a numerical quantity): the
wnstruction decrements the accumulator by one.

deecrepeit |di'krepit| » adj. elderly and in-
firm: a decrepit old drunk.

B worn out or ruined because of long use or
neglect; dilapidated: centuries-old buildings,
now decrepit and black with soot.
DERIVATIVES: descrepeictude |-,t(y)ood |

n.

deecrestal |di'krétl| « 7. a papal decree con-
cerning a point of canon law. « adj. of the na-
ture of a decree.

deecrimeienaleize |de'krimina liz| » . [trans.]
cease to treat (something) as illegal: they ar-
gue that we should decriminalize drugs, not legal-
ize them.

DERIVATIVES: descrimeisnalsiezastion
|-, kriminali'zasHan | 7.

deecry |di'kri| « v. (-ies, ~ied) [trans.] publicly
denounce: they decried human rights abuses.
DERIVATIVES: descriver n.

deecusesate |'deka,sat; di'kasat| « v. [recipro-
cal] (of two or more things) cross or intersect
each other to form an X: the fibers decussate in
the collar. « adj. shaped like an X.

m (of leaves) arranged in opposite pairs, each
pair being at right angles to the pair below.
DERIVATIVES: deecusesastion | deka'sa-
SHan | n.
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defeatist

deeduce |di'd(y)cos|  v. [trans] arrive at (a
fact or a conclusion) by reasoning; draw as a
logical conclusion: litzle can be safely deduced
Sromthese figures | [with clause] they deduced
that the fish died because of water pollution.

B trace the course or derivation of: he cannot
deduce his descent wholly by male heirs.
DERIVATIVES: deeduceisble |-sobal| ad;.

deeduct |di'dake| - v. [trans.] subtract or take
away (an amount or part) from a total: zax has
been deducted from the payments.

deeducetion |di'dsksHon| » 7. 1 the action of
deducting or subtracting something: the div-
tdend will be paid without deduction of tax.

® an amount that is or may be deducted from
something, esp. from taxable income or tax to
be paid: tax deductions. 2 the inference of par-
ticular instances by reference to a general law
or principle: if you are not a citizen, then by de-
duction I can list legal hurdles you may encoun-
ter.

B 3 conclusion that has been deduced.

deefalecate |di'fzlkat; 'f6l-| « v [trans] em-
bezzle (funds with which one has been
entrusted): the officials were charged with defal-
cating government money.

DERIVATIVES: deefalecastion | défel'ka-
sHan; fol-| #n. desfalecastor |-kator| n.
deefame |di'fam| .o [trans.] damage the
good reputation of (someone); SLANDER Or LI~
BEL: he claimed that the article defanied his fam-
ily.
DERIVATIVES: defeasmaction | defs'ma-
SHan| n. desfameactoery |-'feema,tore| ad).
desfamecer n.

deefault |di'folt| «n 1 failure to fulfill an
obligation, esp. to repay a loan or appear in
a court of law: the company will have to re-
structure its debts to avoid default. 2 a prese-
lected option adopted by a computer pro-
gram or other mechanism when no
alternative is specified by the user or pro-
grammer: the default is 10-point type | [as adj.]
default settings. - v. [intrans.] 1 fail to fulfill an
obligation, esp. to repay a loan or to appear
in a court of law: some had defaulted on stu-
dent loans.

| [trans.] declare (a party) in default and give

judgment against that party: the possibility that
plaintiffs would be defaulted and the case dis-
missed. 2 (default to) (of a computer pro-
gram or other mechanism) revert automati-
cally to (a preselected option): when you start
a fresh letter the system will default to its own
seyle.
PHRASES: by default because of a lack of
opposition: they won the third round by default.
® through lack of positive action rather than
conscious choice: legislation dies by default if
the governor fails 10 act on it.

deefeassance |di'fézans| «n. (in legal use)
the action or process of rendering something
null and void.

® 3 clause or condition that, if fulfilled, renders
a deed or contract null and void.

desfeateist |di'fetist| on a person who
expects or is excessively ready to accept fail-
ure. «adj. demonstrating expectation or



defecate

acceptance of failure: we have a duty not 1o be
50 defeatist.
DERIVATIVES: de*feateism |-tizom| n.
defeescate |'defskat| . v. [intrans.] discharge
feces from the body.
DERIVATIVES: defeescastion | defs
'kasHon | 7. defeescastor |- kator| n. defeee
castoery |-ko,t0ré| ad.
deefect |di'fekt| « v. [intrans.] abandon one’s
country or cause in favor of an opposing one:
he defected to the Soviet Union after the war.
DERIVATIVES: de*fecetion |di'feksHan| 7.
defecetor |di'fektor| n.
desfencesetrastion |dé fena'strasHon| 7.
the action of throwing someone out of a win-
dow.
DERIVATIVES: de*fencesetrate |-'fena,strat|

.

defeereence |'defarans| « 7. humble submis-
sion and respect: ke addressed her with the def-
erence due to age.

desfiberilelastor |de'fibra latar| « 7. a device
used to restore normal rhythm to a heart in
fibrillation by application of an electric cur-
rent to the chest wall or heart.
DERIVATIVES: de*fiberil*late |- lat| v. dee
fiberilelastion |dé fibra'lasHan| 7.

desfile! |di'fil| « . [trans.] make dirty or foul;
sully, mar, or spoil: the land was defiled by a
previous owner.

B desecrate or profane (something sacred): the
tomb had been defiled and looted. ® violate the
chastity of (a woman).
DERIVATIVES: desfilesment n. de-filser ~.

deefile2 |di'fil; 'de fil| « n. a steep-sided, nar-
row gorge or passage (originally one requir-
ing troops to march in single file). «v. [no
obj., with adverbial of direction] (of troops) march
in single file: we emerged after defiling through
the mountainsides.

desfine |di'fin| « 2. [trans.] 1 state or describe
exactly the nature, scope, or meaning of: the
contract will seek to define the client’s obligations.

| give the meaning of (a word or phrase), esp.
in a dictionary. ® make up or establish the
character of: for some, the football team defines
their identity. 2 mark out the boundary or lim-
its of: [as adj.]) (defined) clearly defined bound-
aries.

m make clear the outline of; delineate: she
defined her eyes by applying eyeshadow.
DERIVATIVES: desfineasble adj. de*finser

n.

defeienite | 'defonit| « adj. clearly stated or de-
cided; not vague or doubtful: we had no defi-
nite plans.

B clearly true or real; unambiguous: no definite
proof has emerged. ® [predic.] (of a person) cer-
tain or sure about something: youre very def-
inite about that! ® clear or undeniable (used
for emphasis): video is a definite asset in the
classroom. Mhaving exact and discernible
physical limits or form.
DERIVATIVES: defei*nitesness 7.

desfinsietive |di'finitiv| - adi. (of a conclu-
sion or agreement) done or reached deci-
sively and with authority: a definitive diagno-
sis.
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defoliate

® (of a book or other text) the most authorita-
tive of its kind: the definitive biography of Harry
Truman. «n. a definitive postage stamp.
DERIVATIVES: de*fincictiveely adv.

USAGE: Definitive in the sense ‘decisive,
unconditional, final’ is sometimes confused
with definite. Definite means ‘clearly
defined, precise, having fixed limits,” but de~
finitive goes further, meaning ‘most com-
plete, satisfying all criteria, most authorita-
tive,” as in Although some critics found a few
definite weak spots in the author’s interpreta-
tions, his book was nonetheless widely regarded
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